
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)כז:כח( ויתן לך אלקים מטל השמים  
And may G-d give you of the dew of the heavens (27:28) 

Why did Yitzchak specifically bless Yaakov with dew? It is brought down in 
the Sefer ‘Bais HaYayin’ by Rebbe Raphael Yitzchak Yisroel of Izmir in the name 
of the ‘Minchas Eliyahu’ who wrote that it is well known that that day was 
Pesach. That is why Rivka instructed Yaakov to fetch two goats – one for the 
Korban Pesach and one for the Korban Chagigah, as Chazal explain. This is why 
Yitzchak blessed him with dew, because on Pesach we ask for dew [Tal].  

(Umatok HaOhr) 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:19 

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:38   Gra: 9:14 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:03 

Chatzos: 11:41       Sh'kiah: 4:36 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:20 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:49  

                                                 (some say 6:02) 
 
 

  
             Next Week: Vayeitzei 

              Candle Lighting: 4:14 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

חשון ט"כ  
29 Cheshvon 

Why was Yaakov born holding the ankle of Eisav (25:26)? Did he really 

think that by holding onto his ankle he could prevent him from being the first 

born? What was he trying to do? Rav Moshe Mordechai of Lelov explains 

that Yaakov’s perspective was that it is his responsibility to put in the 

effort— even if logically he might not be able to accomplish, to the fullest 

extent. We have the obligation to try our best at things, and leave the rest up 

to Hashem. Parenthetically, we notice that in reality, Yaakov did ultimately 

merit the rights of the firstborn. 
 

 B’Kitzur… 
A quick look at Hilchos Tefilah 

By Krias Shema al 

Ha’mitah, one should say 

Shema and the Tehilim 

passages before going to 

bed, and the Brachah of 

HaMapil while on his 

bed. Before going to bed, 

one should go to the 

Mezuzah, place their 

fingers on it, and say, 

“Hashem Shomri…”, 

“Hashem is my 

Protector…”, and 

afterwards, one should say 

seven times: “B’Chol 

Dirachecha…”, “'In all 

your ways…”, from 

Mishlei (3:6).  
(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 71:4) 

 

  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
27. Stay far away from haughtiness and anger, and strongly oppose the Yetzer Hara that entices you and 

draws you to follow the ways of your heart. Do not deviate, for Hashem’s ways are pure and upright. 

There is a story that took place with the Chasam Sofer, zt”l, and his father-in-law, Rav Akiva Eiger, 

zt”l. The Chasam Sofer’s first wife had passed away, and soon after the Shivah, the seven-day mourning 

period, offers for Shidduchim started coming to him. At about the same time, Rav Akiva Eiger’s son-in-law 

had passed away. Unaware of the Chasam Sofer’s personal tragedy, Rav Akiva Eiger wrote a letter to him, 

asking if he knew of anyone who would be suitable to marry his daughter. The Chasam Sofer immediately 

gave the letter to a close friend, and asked him to “follow up” on that letter with Rav Akiva Eiger. The 

friend understood that the Chasam Sofer had a personal interest in this matter and followed up accordingly. 

Soon enough, the Shidduch of Rav Akiva Eiger’s daughter was officially proposed to the Chasam Sofer. 

The Chasam Sofer immediately wrote a letter to Rav Akiva Eiger, asking him for information about his 

daughter. He reasoned, who would know more about her than her father? Rav Akiva Eiger sent back a 

glowing description of his daughter, her good Middos, and all wonderful acts of Chesed that she loved to 

do. He ended his letter stating that the Chasam Sofer, as a Talmid Chacham, would certainly follow 

Chazal’s criteria for a Shidduch, and try to seek a girl who is the daughter of a Talmid Chacham.             

Rav Akiva Eiger wrote, “Regrettably, I am sorely deficient in this area. Therefore, I will completely 
understand if you will not accept to marry my daughter.” The Chasam Sofer responded to the letter, stating 

that he very much appreciated all the wonderful qualities of Rav Akiva Eiger’s daughter. However, he 

wrote that he did not agree with Rav Akiva Eiger’s assessment that Rav Akiva was not a Talmid Chacham. 

The Chasam Sofer added that there was one problem that might truly hinder the Shidduch, and that was his 

own lack of Torah knowledge! Eventually, the Shidduch went through and the Chasam Sofer became    

Rav Akiva Eiger’s son-in-law. What is inspiring about this story is the level of genuine humility of these 

two outstanding Torah giants and Gedolei Ha’dor. Each of them really believed that they were not 

Talmidei Chachamim, which displayed how much they had perfected the Middah of Humility! 
 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 The Siddur Speaks 
The Pasuk in Devarim (10:12) describes what Hashem ask of us, and that is only to fear Hashem, to go 

in all His ways, to love Him, and to serve Hashem with all our heart and soul. The Gemara (Menachos 43b) 

derives from this Pasuk that one is obligated to say one hundred Brachos each day (see there). The Medrash 

Tanchuma (Korach 12) adds that Dovid Ha’melech ordered the decree to recite one hundred Brachos a day, 

as a merit to save the people from dying. The Tur (Orach Chaim 46) explains that one hundred people had 

been dying every day, and Dovid Ha’melech understood through Ruach HaKodesh that by having the nation 

say one hundred Brachos, they could stop the people from dying. The Da’as Zekeinim M’Ba’alei Tosfos 

writes a very novel idea: “Our Sages have decreed that we recite the Brachah of Modim in Shemoneh Esrei, 

and this corresponds to the one hundred Brachos that we are to say each day. One who recites the Tefilah of 

Modim with the proper Kavanah and according to Halachah, will fulfill his obligation to recite one hundred 

Brachos each day! This is because the Gematria, the numerical equivalent, of the word ‘Modim’ is one 

hundred.” Reciting a hundred Brachos each day can be a challenge for some people, but according to the 

Da’as Zekeinim, one can accomplish this and have the same effect just by saying Modim the right way! 
 

 L’Maaseh      
Rabbi Scheinbaum writes a 

beautiful story. The famous 

violinist, Izhak Perlman, was once 

in New York to give a concert. 

When he was a child, he was 

stricken with polio, which resulted 

in him having difficulty in getting 

around. His mobility was quite 

limited, as he had to wear braces on 

his legs and needed the support of 

crutches. When Izhak ascended the 

stage, it was a sight to behold him 

slowly crossing the stage to reach 

the chair he would sit on during his 

performance. The audience waited 

patiently for him to take his seat, 

and when he was ready, he signaled 

for the conductor to begin. He had 

only completed the first few bars of 

his solo, when suddenly, one of the 

strings of his violin snapped loudly. 

While it was early in the concert 

and Izhak Perlman could have 

paused the concert to fix his violin, 

he did not. He waited momentarily 

and once again signaled for the 

conductor to continue from where 

they had left off. With only three 

strings left on his instrument, Izhak 

Perlman was able to redesign the 

score in such a manner that he was 

able to complete the concert with 

only three strings on his violin, 

playing with passion and artistry. 

When he finally finished, the 

audience came to their feet and 

cheered him excitedly. They 

realized that they had witnessed a 

stroke of brilliance, an 

extraordinary demonstration of skill 

and genius. When the crowd 

quieted down, Izhak Perlman spoke 

to them and said, “You know, I 

could have changed the string on 

my violin, but it is the artist’s task 

to make beautiful music with what 

he has left!” Rabbi Scheinbaum 

teaches a lesson from this. We all 

lack something. However, instead 

of focusing on our deficiencies and 

on the things that we don’t have, 

we should train ourselves to notice 

and appreciate all of the positive 

things that we do have in our lives. 

By doing this we would be much 

happier people! 
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 בס"ד

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Abraham Axelrod, the deputy-mayor of Yerushalayim, once related, “I was once standing near       

Rav Aryeh Levin during a funeral at the Sanhedria cemetery. After the grave was filled he said to me 

with a smile, ‘I live in a very small home, and many times people have tried to persuade me to move 

to a larger and more comfortable place to live, but I have always refused.’ He continued, ‘Look here,’ 

he said as he indicated the grave, ‘after one’s life on this earth is over, a person is brought from his 

home, however big and fancy it may be, to over here. For me, the move and transition from my home 

to here will not be hard, because there is not much difference in the amount of space a person gets 

over here and the amount of space in my room. I won’t notice the change very much. But when 

someone has gotten used to living comfortably in a splendid home with much space, it will be very 

difficult for him at the end of his days to move from his nice home to this small bit of space!’” 

 

רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה לרפואה שלימה:  

גיטל פייגא ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן  

וך שאר חולי ישראלבת   

 

 Working on our Middos 
Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein once related a story. A man who worked at a restaurant once walked home 

after work, instead of using the bus. His walk took him past a homeless shelter where he noticed how 

hungry some of the residents were. Whatever food they had was either from what they found, or from 

donations. This man thought to himself as he walked, “We throw out so much food at the restaurant. If I 

could bring the food here, it would really make a difference to these people.” The next day, he asked his 

boss if instead of throwing the leftovers away, he could donate them to the homeless shelter. His boss 

happily agreed. After work that day, the man packed up the leftovers and brought them over to the shelter, 

where the people were so excited to finally have good, decent food. Everyone ate, except for one woman, 

who stood in the back of the room, and refused to participate in eating the free food. This went on for three 

days. Everyone ate, except this woman, who just stared angrily at the man. Finally, he decided to approach 

her and asked, “Why won’t you take any food?” She growled at him and snapped, “I will not take anything 

from a Jew!” The man countered, “But I am not a Jew! I just want to help out. Why do you refuse to eat 

anything?” She said loudly, “You must be a Jew! Only a Jew would think of such an idea to do this. Only a 

Jew would want to help others. And I will not take anything from a Jew!” Her attitude, as sad as it was, had 

prevented her from enjoying any type of generosity. The man was confused. He thought, ‘How could this 

lady think I am a Jew?’ Later, he was speaking with his mother, and he mentioned what had happened with 

the woman. He said, “Can you imagine that this woman’s hatred was so strong that she somehow convinced 

herself that I am Jewish, simply because I was being kind, and her impression of Jews is that they are kind 

and nice to others? Apparently, I must be a Jew in her eyes.” When his mother heard this, she began to cry. 

He asked her why she was so emotional, and she responded, “I never told you the truth about your heritage. 

I am Jewish, and I married your father, who was a gentile. According to Jewish law, the lineage of the 

religion follows the mother, and you really are Jewish!” This sudden revelation got him thinking very 

deeply about himself, and it triggered him to pursue the process to become a Baal Teshuvah. This incident 

led the man to become Frum, and he eventually moved to Eretz Yisrael. And to think that all of this 

occurred because a non-Jewish woman knew that Jews are always kind and nice to each other, and they use 

their hearts to try and help others! 

 


