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 ”והאמין בד', ויחשבה לו צדקה“ 15:6

“And he trusted in Hashem, and He reckoned it to him 

as Tzedakah, righteousness.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told 

Avrohom Avinu that he would be Zoche to have a child, and his offspring 

would be as many as the stars.  The Torah tells us that Avrohom trusted 

in Hashem, and this was reckoned for Avrohom as Tzedakah.  What is 

the meaning of the Torah that because Avrohom had Emunah in 

Hashem, it was considered for Avrohom as righteousness? The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   - 15:6 “ ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Avrohom trusted 

in Hashem and did not request of Him a sign regarding the promise that 

he would have offspring.  However about receiving the Land of Kna’an, 

Avrohom requested a sign.  Avrohom asked Hashem, “With what shall I 

know.” We can explain that it was not that Avrohom was asking for a 

sign from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, rather he was just inquiring as to which 

Zechus will Klal Yisroel be Zoche  to remain in the Land of Kna’an, and 

Hashem answered him that it would be in the Zechus of Korbonos. 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu reckoned it for Avrohom as a credit and as 

righteousness regarding the trust that Avrohom had in Him.   

“ 15:6 - נחלת יעקב  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – “And he 

trusted in Hashem” does not mean that Avrohom believed Hashem 

when He promised that he would have offspring.  It is obvious that a 

Navi believes Hashem, especially when he is the one receiving the 

Nevuah.  It is the norm for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to give signs of 

affirmation for promises He made, as we see by Noach 9:9.  Had 

Avrohom asked for a sign, it would not have showed a lack of trust or 

respect.  However, how much greater it is, greater trust, to not even 

request a sign when it is permitted.   

 This could have – ”ויחשבה לו צדקה“ 15:6 - תוספות השלם 

been understood as, “And he reckoned it for Him as charity,” meaning 

that Avrohom considered Hashem’s promise to him as an act of charity – 

one that He did not need to do.  However Rashi clearly tells us that 

Hashem is the subject of “ויחשבה”, not Avrohom.  Rashi then explains 

the word, “צדקה” here to mean Zechus, “credit” as a synonym for צדקה, 

so that the Torah is telling us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered 

Avrohom righteous.   

ן"רמב   - 15:6 “ ויחשבה לו צדקה', בדוהאמין  ” – Rashi 

understands this Posuk to mean that because Avrohom trusted in 

Hashem, He reckoned for Avrohom as righteous and a Zechus. I do not 

understand how this could be the meaning of the Posuk, for why should 

Avrohom not believe in “אלקי אמן” – “the G-d of Trust” (Yeshaya 65:16)?  

Rather the Posuk is telling us that Avrohom believed in Hashem that he 

would have offspring, but he thought that it would be because of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s righteousness, that He would grant Avrohom 

offspring, whether Avrohom merited it or not.  Avrohom did not think 

that it would be due to his own righteousness, rather it would only be 

because of the benevolence of Hashem.   

“ 15:6 - ישא ברכה  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Rashi says 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu reckoned it for Avrohom as a credit and as 

righteousness, “על האמונה שהאמין בו” – “regarding the trust that trusted 

in Him.”  Why does Rashi use a double Loshon of Emunah here, when he 

could have just said Emunah once?  Rashi is telling us that due to the 

Emunah that Avrohom had in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, he, Kevayachol, 

infused that Emunah into Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu should have Emunah in Klal Yisroel.  Even when Avrohom’s offspring 

will be filled with sins, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will have faith in them that 

they will return to Him.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu reckoned it for Avrohom 

as righteousness, regarding the Emunah that he had caused to enter 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu for Klal Yisroel.   

“ 15:6 – יצב אברהם  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Pesachim 

8a – “ הרי , סלע זו לצדקה על מנת שיחיה בני או בשביל שאהיה בן עולם הבא

 This Sela is for Tzedakah on condition that my son will“ – ”זה צדיק גמור

live, of that I will be a Ben Olam Habah, he is considered a Tzaddik 

Gomur, a complete Tzaddik.”  One who gives Tzedakah with these 

conditions is considered a complete Tzaddik, and one who gives 

Tzedakah completely L’shem Shomayim, without these conditions, is 

certainly a complete Tzaddik, and is even greater.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

had just guaranteed Avrohom Avinu that he would receive much reward 

– meaning that he was a Ben Olam Habah.  Additionally, Hashem just 

guaranteed Avrohom that he would have a child and through him he 

would have a myriad of descendants.  Therefore, if Avrohom Avinu were 

to give Tzedakah, there would be no need for him to make these two 

stipulations mentioned in the Gemara, for Hashem had just guaranteed 

it to him.  Therefore, his Tzedakah would be L’shem Shomayim, and 

would be a Mitzvah performed on a higher level.  (Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

had told Avrohom Avinu that he would receive much reward.  In theory, 

Avrohom could have said that he is all set, and there is no reason for him 

to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu anymore.  The Torah says that Avrohom 

still had Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, despite the guarantee, for he 

was truly righteous and wanted nothing more than to serve Hashem). 

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 15:6 “ ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – 

 ,could mean that Avrohom put his trust in Hashem ”ויחשבה לו צדקה“

and counted it to Him as benevolence – meaning that Avrohom believed 

with perfect faith that Hashem, in His grace, had been kind to him.  Even 

Avrohom being childless, although he could not understand it, was 

considered Tzedakah to him.  This interpretation seems sound, since 

“ 'והאמין בד ” and “ויחשבה לו צדקה” both refer to the same subject – 

Avrohom Avinu.  Nevertheless, it appears more likely that Hashem is the 

subject of “ויחשבה” and the object "לו"  refers to Avrohom.  Hashem 

counted Avrohom’s Emunah as Tzedakah.  Avrohom reached the zenith 

of the fulfillment of his life’s mission through his Emunah.  He entrusted 

himself to Hashem completely and unconditionally; he sacrificed himself 

for a promised future although he did not see its first blossom, and all 

human calculations ruled out its realization.  Through his faith he made 

his greatest contribution toward building his future.  Devorim 6:25 

“ אלקינו כאשר ' וצדקה תהיה לנו כי נשמר לעשות את כל המצוה הזאת לפני ד

 And it will be a merit for us if we are careful to perform this“ – ”צונו

entire commandment before Hashem, our G-d, as He commanded us.”  

Klal Yisroel’s duty is fulfilled by observing all of the Mitzvos we have 

been commanded.  Avrohom, on the other hand, was not commanded 

to perform the Taryag Mitzvos.  His task was Emunah: to base his life on 

Hashem, to entrust himself totally to Hashem’s guidance.  It was a 

difficult task for Avrohom for he was isolated in this task, and he had no 

previous experience or guidance upon which to rely.  Yet he 

accomplished his task entirely, and thus laid the foundation for the 

future that was now about to be revealed to him.   

“ 15:6 - רבינו בחיי  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Avrohom 

Avinu had Emunah.  Emunah is in one’s heart and mind.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu reckoned his Emunah, which had no physical action, as if he 

had done righteousness with actions.  

י שטייף"מהר  ויאמר לאברהם ידע תדע כי גר יהיה “ 15:13 – 

...זרעך ” – “And He (Hashem) said to Avrohom, ‘Know with certainty that 

your progeny will be strangers in a land not their own.” Avrohom feared 

greatly if his children would be Zoche to receive Eretz Yisroel, and would 

be able to publicize there the Emunah in Hashem.  As the Gemara says in 

Brochos 4a – although Avrohom had been guaranteed that they would 

receive the Land, perhaps they would sin and would no longer be worthy 

of receiving the Land.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Avrohom that he need 

not fear, for they would have to go through the כור הברזל – iron 

cauldron, in Mitzrayim, and there they will learn Emunah.  It was with 
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that Emunah that they would be Zoche to enter the Land, and to spread 

that Emunah in Hashem in the holy land of Eretz Yisroel.  This was all 

through the great efforts of Avrohom Avinu.   

“ 15:6 - תפארת יעקב  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered this great Emunah that Avrohom Avinu 

had in Him as Tzedakah, for there was no one else in his generation who 

had Emunah in Hashem; it was Avrohom alone who had this Emunah.  

Therefore, Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered it as if Avrohom performed 

Tzedakah with Him.  

“ 15:6 - ישא ברכה  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Through the 

Emunah that Avrohom Avinu had, it made his Tzedakah into a דבר חשוב, 

something of great importance.  The true believer in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu does not see the Chisaron, the loss, in his money by his giving 

Tzedakah.  On the contrary, he sees that because of his giving Tzedakah, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives him great blessing.   

“ 15:6 - חתם סופר  ויחשבה לו צדקה', מין בדוהא ” – The Torah is 

praising Avrohom for believing in supernatural, transparent miracles, 

miracles which are apparent to all who see.  Although there would be 

many miracles that Klal Yisroel would see in Mitzrayim and when they 

left Mitzrayim in a grand fashion, supernatural miracles, Avrohom Avinu 

himself only experienced Hashem’s wonders as they occurred under the 

guise of nature.  Now, for the first time, Avrohom was informed that 

something would occur beyond the normal boundaries of nature.  

Avrohom, would now have a child in his venerable old age. As the Posuk 

implies, he trusted in Hashem, Shem Havayah, that is associated with 

supernatural miracles.   

ה"של    – Toldos – “ אברהם היה צריך לסבול הגלות במחשבה

 Avrohom had to bear the Golus only in his thoughts.”  This“ – ”בלבד

began with the Bris Bain Habsorim.  The anguish that Avrohom Avinu 

had from the knowledge of the Golus and what Klal Yisroel would need 

to endure, was as if the Golus had already begun  It was 430 years from 

when Avrohom was told of the Golus and Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim.  

When Yitzchok was born, the Golus then began with Ma’aseh, with 

something actually happening and not just in the mind.  The Torah tells 

us numerous times “ויגר” – for although they were not yet in servitude, 

nonetheless they were strangers and that was the beginning of the 

physical Golus (400 years until they left Mitzrayim).  Yaakov and his sons 

were the beginning of the actual physical bondage of Golus with their 

going down to Mitzrayim, where they remained for 210 years.   

 – ”ועבדים וענו אתם ארבע מאות שנה“ 15:13 – ניצוצי שמשון 

“And they will oppress them four hundred years.”  How could the Torah 

say that Klal Yisroel would be oppressed for four hundred years, when 

they were only in Mitzrayim for 210 years?  Rashi says that the 

calculation of the 400 years begins with the birth of Yitzchok, for from 

that time they were Geirim, strangers.  We say in the Hagadah Shel 

Pesach – “ ה חישב את הקץ לעשות"שהקב ” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

calculated the “קץ” – “end” by including the “190 – ”קץ years that began 

the Golus with the birth of Yitzchok, until they went down to Mitzrayim.   

ק"רד   - 15:6 “ ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Avrohom Avinu 

always believed and had Emunah in Hashem, however, he was uncertain 

as to what he was told.  Now, when he was told explicitly as stated in 

Posuk 15:4, “כי עם אשר יצא ממעיך הוא יירשך” – “Only him that shall 

come forth from within you shall inherit you,” and was shown stars in a 

Nevuah, he had complete Emunah, without doubt, of the progeny that 

would come from him.  Due to the great Emunah that Avrohom Avinu 

had in Hashem, Hashem considered it as righteous and a proper heart.  

For although Avrohom and his wife were quite advanced in age, 

nonetheless, Avrohom had no doubt that he would bear a child through 

which he would eventually have offspring as numerous as the stars.   

שלמה אשתרוק' ר   - 15:6 “ ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – 

Initially Avrohom Avinu had Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu as a 

Kabbalah, he accepted it without truly delving into it.  Now Avrohom 

Avinu had Emunah on a higher level, after deep analyzation and wisdom, 

Avrohom confirmed that which he knew, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs 

the world, and is the King over all.  This level of Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is greater than just having Emunah as a Kabbalah.  That is 

why the Posuk says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered Avrohom’s 

Emunah as “צדקה” – “righteousness.” 

“ 15:6 - חזקוני  דקהויחשבה לו צ ” – Avrohom Avinu reckoned 

for himself, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was not going to give him 

offspring in his merit, rather Hakodosh Boruch Hu was going to do so as 

Tzedakah, charity, to him.   

“ 15:6 - חתם סופר  ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמין בד ” – Avrohom 

did not only have a strong and complete Emunah in Hashem for himself, 

but also instilled this Emunah for the future generations.  “האמן” – 

means “to cause to believe,” Avrohom caused others to believe in 

Hashem.  In the worst of times, in the darkest moments of the Golus 

Mitzrayim, Avrohom’s descendents never lost their faith.  Hashem even 

chastised Moshe for questioning Klal Yisroel’s faith in Him.  Shabbos 97a 

– Klal Yisroel are called, “מאמינים בני מאמינים” – “believers who are the 

children of believers,” referring to a faith that was instilled within them 

from Avrohom Avinu.  Avrohom Avinu had full faith that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would grant him children, and never gave that hope up.  That 

same Emunah, of always having faith in Hashem, Avrohom instilled 

within his descendants – Klal Yisroel.  It was in the Zechus of this 

Emunah that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to be redeemed from Mitzrayim, 

and receive the Land of Kna’an.   

ם שיק"מהר   – Shemos 10:23 “לא ראו איש את אחיו” – “No man 

could see his brother.”  During Makkas Choshech, it was so dark that no 

man could see his brother.  B’nei Yisroel were redeemed from Mitzrayim 

in the Zechus of their Emunah in the Ribbono Shel Olam (Yalkut).  

Kabbalas Hatorah and Yetzias Mitzrayim are hinged upon each other.  

Had B’nei Yisroel not left Mitzrayim, they would not have received the 

Torah.  Torah is called “Ohr” – “light,” as it says in Mishlei 6:23 “ כי נר

 Where did Klal Yisroel demonstrate their Emunah in  ”.מצוה ותורה אור

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to warrant their redemption?  During Makas 

Choshech, the B’nei Yisroel could have easily fled Mitzrayim under the 

darkness in Mitzrayim.  Nevertheless, they remained in Mitzrayim 

because they were confident that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would take them 

out at the appropriate time and with great glory.  “ ולכל בני ישראל היה

 And to all of B’nei Yisroel there was light,” meaning that they“ – ”אור

followed the will of Hashem.  “במושבתם” – “in their dwellings,” because 

they had such deep faith in Hakodosh Boruch Hu redeeming them 

Himself, they chose to remain in their homes in Mitzrayim, and did not 

flee.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the meaning of the Posuk.  

Perhaps we can say that the Posuk has a double entendre, that because 

Avrohom saw it as Tzedakah, in turn Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered it 

as Tzedakah for Avrohom and all of his future offspring.  Avrohom did 

not take anything for granted.  Everything he received was recognized as 

Tzedakah, as a gift from Hashem.  Avrohom had full Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and knew that everything Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

did was for the good. It was because Avrohom acted in this manner, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered him to be righteous, and caused that 

the power of the Emunah of Avrohom would carry forward into all of his 

future progeny.  Klal Yisroel went through much pain and suffering in 

Mitzrayim, yet when they had the opportunity to leave Mitzrayim, they 

stayed put.  They had complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He 

would take them out at the right time.  This was all in the Zechus of the 

great Emunah that Avrohom Avinu had.  The Emunah is there in all of us 

– though it may be buried deep within us.  May we be Zoche on bringing 

forth that Emunah, and have complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   


