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Uplifting Simcha 
Kiddush B'makom Seudah on Airborne Food 

 

Our avid readers extend a heartfelt Mazel 

Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Berger upon the birth 

of their first grandchildren. Their beloved 

daughter and son-in-law, Zelig and Sarah 

Zorgelbean were 

blessed with twins, a boy 

and a girl.  

"When were you 

planning on making a 

kiddush for our newborn 

girl?" Sarah asked her 

husband, Zelig. 

"I think that it would 

be an imposition asking your parents to host 

a kiddush on the Shabbos immediately 

following the late Erev Shabbos bris. Maybe 

the next Shabbos, when things have settled 

down a bit, we will have a grand kiddush," 

suggested Zelig. 

After discussing it with Rabbi and Mrs. 

Berger, it was decided that they would host a 

kiddush in the Bergers’ backyard. 

"Sarah deserves something special and 

uplifting after having twins," remarked Mrs. 

Berger to her husband. "Maybe you can think 

of a unique way to elevate this momentous 

occasion." 

“I have an idea which will make the 

kiddush very uplifting and elevating, and 

leave everyone 

feeling on a high,” 

suggested Rabbi 

Berger. "I think 

you'll like my idea. It 

will be my newest 

and most exciting 

invention to date.”  

"You said that 

about the last invention and the one before 

that too," chided Mrs. Berger. 

That Shabbos, friends and family came to 

Rabbi Berger’s backyard for their 

granddaughter's kiddush. Everyone was 

surprised to see that there was no food set up 

yet. The guests were surprised because it was 

unlike the Bergers not to have everything 

ready well ahead of time. Their astonishment 

only grew stronger when the assembled 

crowd heard Rabbi Berger make Kiddush, 

despite of the empty yard. After all, they all 

knew the halachah that kiddush is only valid 
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when accompanied by a meal (kiddush 

b'makom seudah - Shulchon Aruch 273:1).  

They knew that the Rabbi must have 

another one of his famous tricks up his 

Shabbos-suit sleeve. And they didn't have to 

wait too long for the suspense to break. 

Rabbi Berger stepped onto a platform and 

everyone stood openmouthed as they saw 

him go airborne and take a piece of cake 

from a tray suspended in midair. 

"Don't be scared, people! Step right up 

and join me. There's plenty of delicious food 

up here," encouraged Rabbi Berger.  

Everyone followed suit and used the 

levitating device to ascend and reach the 

food. The delicious treats were absolutely 

heavenly. 

 

In general, one only fulfills his obligation 

of kiddush b'makom seudah when he will 

also be eating in the same room. The food 

must either be in the place where he made 

kiddush (Shulchon Aruch 273:1) or in 

another room which he had in mind to eat 

his meal in at the time he was making 

kiddush. If he made kiddush in a different 

location than where the meal will take place 

and he didn't have that location in mind, he 

would need to repeat kiddush (Mishnah 

Brurah 273:4).  

Nonetheless, it would be permitted to 

make kiddush in one part of a large room 

and eat the meal in another part of the same 

room, even without any specific intention to 

eat on the other side of the hall (Shulchon 

Aruch 273:1; Shaar HaTziyun 273:4). Since 

there is no divider between the people and 

the food in the air, it is considered all one 

room (Biur Halacha s.v. umaivi l’suka; 

Mishnah Brurah 273:8). 

In the course of the Dvar Torah that Rabbi 

Berger delivered in honor of the “lofty” 

occasion, he gave away all of his secrets. 

“I have discovered how to harness the 

power of reverse magnetic attraction. You are 

all standing above an enlarged magnetic 

platform. We are using it as a levitation 

device for everyone’s enjoyment.”  

Well, maybe not exactly the entire secret. 

Some things are better left to the 

imagination. 

 

 

At the time that Rabbi Berger made 
kiddush, was the food considered 
to be in the same location as the 
people standing on the ground? 
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