
CONGREGAT ION  SHAAREY TORAH

THE SHTIEBLE
 9 8  W E S T  E N D  A V E  B R O O K LY N  N Y  1 1 2 3 5

             

 Shabbos  Shemini    hbhna ,ca  23RD of Adar c 5776    Apr 2

HaRav Moshe Plutchok - t"yhka tr,ts trn    R’ Akiva Eisenstadt - kkuf atr

A PROJECT BY THE MANHATTAN BEACH COMMUNITY KOLLEL
If You Would Like To Subscribe To The Weekly "Shtieble" Please Email Mbkollel@aol.com  - To Dedicate An Issue Please Call 917-312-0951

s"xc

Candle Lighting: 7:02 pm

Motzai Shabbos: 8:22 pm(60 min) - 8:34 pm(72 min)

DEDICATED L’REFUAH SHELEMA - MENACHEM MENDEL BEN GELA

ktn‘d vecr ic vnka ,nab rfzk

SPONSORED BY MENACHEM & BINAH BRAUNSTEIN IN MEMORY OF THEIR GRANDPARENTS: 
 k"mz hat crv ic ovrct van cr - k"mz h,ca crv ic vhrt cegh crv - v"g ohhj ktrah crv ,c gybgh ,rn - k"mz ahrgc rfaah crv ic van crv

SPONSORED BY THE EISENSTADT FAMILY   

hcm ojbn crv ic vhnjb ;xuh van ‘r ,nab rfzk - R’ YOSSI EISENSTADT

DEDICATED BY THE KOLLEL IN HONOR OF OUR ROV AND REBBITZEN MOSHE PLUTCHOK.  

AND IN HONOR OF COMPLETING OUR 12TH WINTER ZMAN



2 THE SHTIEBLE

TO BE A TEACHER, TO BE A LEADER
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel

This week’s Parsha begins with a sense of national 
euphoria and excitement as the Shivas yimei Miluim, 

seven inaugural days, of the Mishkan had drawn to a close 
and the Kohanim were to be consecrated and assume their 
permanent role as priests of the temple, and Klal Yisroel, on 
this eighth and final day.  

After completing his first day of sacrificial service, 
Aharon Hakohen joyously goes out to bless the nation with 
the priestly blessing of Birchas Kohanim for the first time. If 
you were to look further on in the parsha you would see that 
in the very next Pasuk he blesses everyone for a second time. 
Look a little more and you will see a curious thing; for some 
unexplained reason both Moshe and Aharon enter into the 
Ohel Moed, the tent of meeting, in between the two blessings 
and then, just as abruptly, they exit from there. It was only 
then that Aharon blesses the people for a second time. 

Why did Aharon and Moshe enter the the ohel moed at 
this point, immediately in between the two berachos? 

Rashi offers a series of explanations. In one of them he 
cites a sifri which tells us that Moshe was teaching Aharon 
about the procedure of the Ketores, incense, that was to be 
burned on the inner alter.

However, if you were to think about it, the timing and 
placement of this lesson seems a little strange.  Here they 
were, sacrifices finished for the day, Aharon was in middle of 
blessing a nation, and now Moshe is pulling Aharon into the 
Ohel Moed to teach him about the Ketores procedure. Why? 
Why was it specifically at this point in time, smack in middle 
of the Berachos, that Moshe felt a need to teach Aharon about 
the burning the incense? 

Rav Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer answers by way of a 
Mishneh in Pirkei Avos, a Mishneh in which Ben Azzai 
conveys an essential lesson for all of us.  “Al tehi baz l’chol 
adam”- Do not be scornful of any person. Never disregard 
another person. Do not denigrate him and do not embarrass 
him. Always show respect and sensitivity to other people, for 
one never know when and how one will encounter that person 
again. One better treat anothe well no matter what you think 
of that person today, because he very well might be different 
tomorrow. This is Ben Azzai’s pragmatic lesson of Jewish 
unity.  

The Gemarah in Kerisus (6b) echoes this very sentiment 
and tells us that, in fact, this is one of the messages of the 
ketores. The ketores had within it eleven separate ingredients. 
Most of the ingredients were of the pleasant smelling kind 
and had a wonderful aroma; however, one of the spices listed 
was chelbona which had foul smelling aroma. The sages 

teach that the reason the Torah included this foul smelling 
spice in the ketores was because the Ketores represents the 
idea of Jewish unity. There are all types of Jews in this world; 
there are those that do well in the eyes of God and those that 
stray. However, the lesson that should be understood from 
the ketores is that although we may seem different, may look 
different and may act differently, we are still one family and 
one nation. We therefore add the chelbina to the ketores to 
teach us that everyone is part of the same family and never 
should we push anyone away just because we find something 
in him that doesn’t fit our ideal description of a Jew. Yes, he 
may have had a setback or two, but he is also our brother. 
Don’t be scornful of him, don’t disdain him, and never ever 
push him away.  

  Rav Kornitzer points us to a Pasuk in the very last Parsha 
of the Torah. Moshe Rabbeinu was about to take leave of 
Klal Yisroel and he was blessing each tribe according their 
character and disposition. When Moshe was blessing the tribe 
of Levi, the tribe that includes the Kohanim, he tells them 
“Yoru Mishpatechah L’yaakov, V’Toraschah L’yisroel, 
Yasimu ketorah b’apechah, v’kolil al mizbichechah”- they 
shall teach your laws to Jacob and your Torah to Israel, they 
shall place incense before your presence and burnt offerings 
on your alter.”  The Ohr Hachaim writes that within this 
blessing Moshe was telling them that the Kohanim were to be 
the teachers to all of klal yisroel. Every single Jew was to be 
put under the educational wing of shevet Levi. 

When was this responsibility placed on the Kohanim? In 
this week’s parsha, 

When they consecrated as the priests of the nation, they 
were now the educators of all of Klal Yisroel and an educator 
has to know how to be inclusive. Inclusive of all types, all 
personas and all varients, no matter whom they are. 

Aharon had to exemplify the pasuk of “Yoru Mishpatechah 
l’yaakov, V’Toraschah L’yisroel -a teacher of your laws to 
Jacob, and an educator of Torah to Klal Yisroel”-, and that 
has to be done without distinguishing between one section of 
Jewry and another. 

The Kohanim were especially cut out for this position as 
they were, “Yasimu ketorah b’apechah- they place incense 
before your presence.” They were involved in the Ketores 
offering and, as such, were reminded of this lesson each and 
every day. 

As Aharon Hakohen was embarking on a new role in Israel 
and was giving a Berachah to Klal Yisroel Moshe realizes that 
it was vital at this time to inform Aharon just how imperative 
it is for him to understand his unique role in the Jewish nation. 
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He is the teacher of Torah and an educator to the masses. 
He is also a Kohen who has the power to bless. Look at the 
Ketores, see its lesson; maybe one day you will see a Jew 
that you feel has flaws, maybe he is someone who you feel 
doesn’t belong; perhaps, you’ll want to exclude him as he was 
someone who has done wrong. 

Moshe Rabbeinu was telling Aharon to learn from the 
Ketores, from the inclusion of chelbona and all. Always 
include, always bring close and always bless with an open 
mind. That is why they went into the ohel moed – to learn this 
fundamental lesson of the ketores and then Aharon went out 
and continued to bless the nation.

There weren’t many who have had the ability, patience, 
nor the breadth of understanding to be a leader or educator of 
generations as the legendary Rav Avraham Yaakov HaKohen 
Pam. To say that he fit the paradigm of a Rebbe par excellance 
would also be an understatment. 

Recently I perused his biography and while there were a 
plethora of stories, one stood out. These were the words of a 
student of his from the 1970’s. “I was not really “into learning” 
when I was in Rav Pam’s class. Nevertheless, he fulfilled his 
responsibilities towards me as he did with every other student 
in the class. Even though I wasn’t the typical ‘Torah Vodaas 
Boy’ and my diligence lapsed, rav Pam arranged for an older 
boy to learn with me and many years later I discovered that 
Rav Pam himself had paid that fellow to learn with me- from 
his own money!” 

Story after story, all confirmed and true, was Rav Pam’s 
life of steering generations of students, inspiring them and 
caring for them. For 63 years he taught and led, carefully 
building people who would in turn become some of the 
foremost Torah personalities of today. But he also truly cared 
for each and every person he spoke to, every Jew whom he 
encountered and each Jew in Klal Yisroel. 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt

R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Q: Why did Chazal decree that we are obligated to search 
for chometz the night of erev Yom Tov?

A: What is entirely unique about the issur of chometz on 
Pesach is that it’s stringencies are unlike any other issur. As 
aside for the fact that one may not:

•	 eat
•	 drink
•	 benefit1

•	 do business 

with chometz there is a separate prohibition to merely own it 
as well. While one may easily circumvent this by nullifying 
his chometz and stating it to be hefker (owner-less) Chazal 
still enacted the obligation to search one’s possessions the 
night before Yom Tov because either:

1) one will not actually have in mind to make all of his 
costly chometz hefker and the  “bitul” (nullification) 
will not be authentic

2) if one sees chometz around his property on Pesach 
even though he deemed it owner-less he may fall into 
habit and forget himself and come to eat it

therefore Chazal require one to search and destroy all of one’s 
chometz to avoid these very conceivable possibilities. 

Q: When is one required to search for chometz?

A: The decree included anyone who is living in his quarters 
within 30 days before Pesach up until Yom Tov. 

Q: What if one has not been in a place of residence within 
30 days before Pesach but plans on residing there over 
Pesach?

A: This question is very relevant for those who have a summer/
vocation home out of state etc. If one will be arriving on Pesach 
(i.e. chol hamoed) he would actually be obligated to check at 
some point before his arrival.2 To illustrate, if one is leaving 
his bungalow/summer home3 at the end of August and knows 
that he will be visiting with his family sometime over Pesach 
he would be obligated to search his entire bungalow (even 
though he is not residing there within 30 days before Pesach) 
with a lit candle the night before leaving the Catskills in order 
to fulfill the enactment to check one’s houses for chometz and 
destroy it thereafter. 

Q: What is the gage as to understand where one is obligated 
to search as far as ownership is concerned?
A: It depends on the situation. If one is:

	renting- he would be obligated as the apartment or 
house would be considered his in regards to a bedika

 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: BEDIKAS CHOMETZ - PART 1
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	in a hotel- that would also put him in the category of 
renting and would obligate him to search for chometz 
the night before 

	living in an assisted living home- he would have to 
check as he would be likened to a renter

	working in an office that he rents or owns- he would 
have to go search the night before with a candle. As far 
as the b’racha is concerned it’s probably most wise to 
say it when searching at home and then continue on to 
the office being careful not to be m’siach da’as (have 
his attention diverted) in between.

If however one is:

	staying at a hospital- he would not have to search the 
night before because the room he is staying in is entirely 
up to the hierarchy of the hospital and not him hence he 
doesn’t have the status of a renter and is rather just a 
temporary “guest” of the hospital. One should however 
check his personal cubby/shelf/locker as that may be 
considered under his jurisdiction which would obligate 
a bedika

	dorming in Yeshiva that is privately owned- such as 
in many contemporary schools and seminaries where 
the Yeshiva is considered under the jurisdiction of the 
owner/Rosh Yeshiva. Here as well, since the heads of 
the Yeshiva can move the students at their discretion 
it is not considered to be under the ownership of the 
student but is rather the responsibility of the hanhala to 
search for chometz. That being said the private drawers, 
closets, fridge etc. should probably be searched by the 
student prior to leaving4 as it may still be considered 
their area’s. If however one is learning in a Yeshiva 
which requires one to rent his own apartment/dira (such 
as the case for those who learn in Mir Yerushalayim) 
then the student would have to search himself. 

Q: What is the status of guests visiting a family in regards 
to who is obligated to do the bedika?

A: This question is especially applicable to those who are 
visiting parents or in-laws or are having their parents/in-laws 
come to them. There seems to be a common misconception5 
that since the guests are staying in the house for a prolonged 
period of time (such as when home for Pesach break after 
living in Eretz Yisroel etc.) they would be obligated to do a 
bedika. This is not sanctioned in halacha as they are not renting 
but merely staying there hence no sort of halachic ownership 

is manifest by using someone else’s home even if for a few 
weeks. The practice of giving a little money to the father/
in-law to “rent” it from him is also not really halachically 
viable either as the basement/guest room etc. really belongs 
to the owner of the home and not the one who slips him a 
few dollars6 just in order to be yotzai the mitzvah of bedikas 
chometz. If one wants to be present when the host makes the 
blessing and answer amen that would be okay, but making 
a blessing themselves when searching through the room that 
they are staying in should not be done.  

Q: How should people who will be guests by others (as 
in the above mentioned example) fulfill their obligation of 
bedikas chometz?

A: This pertains to many young couples who will be visiting 
parents/in-laws for Pesach and are not embarking on their 
journey until erev Pesach. Many times they sell7 all the 
chometz items that they possess thereby avoiding any 
possible need for a bedika. If they arrange with the Rav to sell 
everything before the time for bedikas chometz arrives there 
are those who consider that arrangement to be “destroying” 
the chometz and sufficient for a bedika.8 What is possibly a 
good recommendation would be to sell all the rooms except 
for one. This way one is not transgressing the prohibition of 
owning chometz9 as it is sold to the non-Jew and he also gets 
to fulfill the Rabbinic commandment to search for chometz as 
he will be doing that in the one room that was not sold. 

Q: If one is looking to fulfill the mitzvah of bedikas 
chometz may he chose his car to be the item that is not 
sold and check that?

A: While one is certainly obligated to check his car for chometz 
as anything found inside would make him be transgressing an 
issur it still is not enough of a dwelling place to require a 
b’racha all by itself. Therefore if the only place that one is not 
selling is his car he should search it for chometz but not with a 
b’racha as one minimally requires the term “bivataichem (in 
your homes)” and a car is not under that category. 

Q: With what should one do bedikas chometz with?

A: While clearly using a candle is of preference,10 if one is 
searching in area’s where a candle will pose any sort of danger 
(i.e. boiler room, bed, curtains etc.) then one should ideally 
use a flashlight and make the usual b’racha accordingly.11

Q: What is the ideal time to do bedikas chometz?

A: From when the stars come out one should start to do his 

R’ Heshy Kahan
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bedika. If one is usually stringent to wait for the tzais of 
Rabbainu Tam (72 minutes after sunset) one need not wait 
until that time in regards to this halacha.12

Q: While it states that one should not start any work nor 
should one eat until he searches for chometz what should 
one do when he is at work and not home during the time 
to start the bedika?

A: One should either appoint an older child or one’s wife to 
search in the proper time.13 If one is particular about fulfilling 
the Mitzvah himself, then when he gets back he should either:

•	 Have the one whom he appointed leave over one 
room that has not been checked14.

•	 Appoint a messenger to remind him to search the 
entire house when he gets back15.

Q: May one speak during the bedika?

A: One should be careful not to talk, and should limit discussion 
only to things that are relevant to the search.16  Ideally one 
should wait until one finishes being mivatel (nullifying) the 
chometz to resume regular conversations as this is when the 
search is officially ended.17 

Q: Why do we traditionally go about hiding ten pieces of 
bread prior to the bedika?

A: It is mentioned that the pieces of bread are put out before 
so as to prevent a possible b’racha l’vatalah (blessing made 
in vain) which may occur if there is not any chometz found 
however the reason for why it is ten18 seems to be kabbalistic 
in nature.19 Many also have the people of the house go hide the 
chometz, as if the one searching is not knowledgeable of the 
whereabouts of the chometz he is likely to be more proficient 

in his search.20

FOOTNOTES

1. This goes as far as not even allowing one to feed his animal 
chometz. If one were to leave his pet at a non-Jewish kennel 
over Pesach and they were to feed him chometz he would be 
benefiting from chometz albeit indirectly.

2. S.A. 436:1, M.B. Ibid. 6
3. That he either rents all year through or owns
4. As they usually leave within 30 days of Pesach. As far as the 

bedika is concerned the Rosh Yeshiva or whomever he assigns 
would have to go check the night before to make sure that their 
building is free of chometz, unless of course they sell the whole 
building for the duration of Pesach.

5. Based on a misunderstanding of the Marsham
6. While this is sometimes done by a groom to “rent” the cheder 

yichud in order to bring the kallah into his “house” this doesn’t 
really work in this scenario as the homeowner has no interest 
in renting the guest room just so one can make a b’racha on a 
bedika of a house that belongs to him for a limited time only.

7. The halachos and nuances behind being allowed to sell chometz 
to a non-Jew before Pesach are quite extensive and one should 
follow his family tradition in regards to what they are permitted 
to do

8. M.B. 436
9. Referred to as b’al y’roah b’al y’imotzai

10. M.B. 431:3
11. Sha’arim Hametzuyanim B’Halacha 110:4, Sh”ut Be’er Moshe 

6:63
12. Moadim Uzmanim 3:286
13. Aruch Hashulchan 437:7
14. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 2:214
15. Magen Avraham 431:5
16. S.A. 432:1
17. Pri Megadim Mishbetzos Zahav 432:3
18. M.B. 432:12
19. Rama 432:2
20. Chok Yaakov:14

PARSHAS SHEMINI
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

A prerequisite for Hashem’s shechina to reside in the 
Mishkan was the offering of a number of Korbanos 

listed in the beginning of this week’s Parsha, the majority of 
which were an atonement for the eigel. After offering these 
korbanos, the Jews would merit “Ki hayom Hashem nirah 
aleichem.” After Moshe commanded the Yidden concerning 
these korbanos, they all gathered in front of the Mishkan, and 
Moshe says: zeh hadavar asher tzivah Hashem taasu, ve’yeira 
aleichem kvod Hashem, this is the matter that Hashem has 
commanded you to do and the glory of Hashem will appear 

to you.” What does this refer to? Moshe is about to tell them 
how to merit hashraas haShechina, but then stops short. He 
says this is the matter... but does not tell them what it is!

Nadav and Avihu died when they brought a strange 
fire concerning which Hashem did not command them. This 
was also a punishment for Ahron’s involvement in the eigel. 
What is the connection between these two sins? 

We recently lained Parshas Zachor, along with the 
haftorah concerning Shaul and Agag. The Oneg Yom Tov (in 
his Introduction) explains that Shaul was not in violation of 

R’ Heshy Kahan
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a direct command. But he did make his own calculations, in 
order to circumvent Hashem’s command, thinking that this 
way would be better in the long run. Shmuel told him, yes, 
you fulfilled the command of Hashem, but you failed to read 
between the lines of what Hashem really wants. You used your 
own daas instead of subjugating your daas to that of Hashem.

This week we move on to Parshas Parah. The Parah 
Adumah represents the tahara of Klal Yisroel. It is the 
quintessential chok and represents our total subjugation to 
Hashem; our total connection with Hashem. We follow Him 
even when we do not understand. Mikveh Yisrael Hashem 
- By fulfilling the command of Hashem simply because He 
commanded us to do so, we have connected with Hashem and 
have achieved tahara. This is why the parah adumah is an 
atonement for the eigel. The root of the sin of the eigel was 
that the Yidden made their own calculations, both with regard 
to “where is Moshe” and with respect to the actual making of 
the eigel. Fulfilling God’s command for no other reason than 
“Hashem told me so” is the antidote for the root cause of the 
eigel.

Our downfall in the days of Haman was of the same nature. 
We thought we were smarter than God’s representative here 
on earth. “How can we not go to the party?” we said - we must 
do what is politically correct. How can we not bow down to 
Haman? Mordechai is the cause of all our tzaros - He fell out 
of favor with the king by trying to get Yidden not to attend his 
party - He fell out of favor with Haman by not bowing down! 
So we thought. But at the end “ve’nahafoch hu” - we clearly 

saw that we were mistaken. Indeed, we were the cause of our 
own problems. Some say that this is why there is a mitzvah 
of shikrus on Purim. Our sin was using our daas instead of 
following the daas of Hashem, and so the tikkun is to reach a 
point of removing our daas.

Hashraas HaShechinah is an opportunity to connect with 
Hashem. Connection with Hashem comes from one thing 
and one thing only: Heeding the command of Hashem. The 
word mitzvah is related to the word tzavsa which means 
accompaniment - we are connected to Hashem through His 
mitzvos. In order to be zoche to Ki Hayom Hashem Nirah..., it 
was of utmost importance to achieve atonement for the eigel. 
The Yidden had to decide that they will subjugate their daas to 
Hashem, rather than make their own calculations. By atoning 
for that sin and attaining this new mindset they would achieve 
the ultimate connection.

This is the connection between the sin of Nadav and 
Avihu and the sin of the eigel. The root cause of the eigel 
was doing what we thought was best and the root cause of 
the sin of Nadav and Avihu was also asher lo tzivah osam, 
that Hashem did not command them. They wished to express 
their closeness to Hashem through their own devices, but they 
were mistaken. The one and only way to become close to 
Hashem is to fulfill His instruction. This is what Moshe meant 
when he said zeh hadavar - this is the matter: What Hashem 
commands you that is what you should do - nothing more and 
nothing less - and if you do so then ve’yeira aleichem kvod 
Hashem (Nachshoni).

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Count Valentine Pototzki was groomed from a young 
age to become a Catholic priest. Everything was going 

according to plan until one day, the story goes, he walked into a 
wine shop where he saw an old Jew hunched over a large book. 
This old Jew was totally absorbed, unable to be released from 
the spell of the holy printed words before him. This was the 
Count’s first encounter with the magnetism of Torah learning 
and it intrigued and piqued his interest. He, being from a well 
do family, had the luxury of being able to follow his curiosity, 
leaving his seminary and hiding in a small Jewish suburb of 
Vilna, where he devoted time to understanding more about 
Judaism. He became hooked and converted. He subsequently 
studied Torah day and night developed in his learning and 
eventually becoming the famed Ger Tzedek, Avraham ben 
Avraham. Ultimately the Polish government, which set out 
to find the missing Count, discovered his whereabouts and 

had him transferred to Vilna to be punished with death for 
the heinous crime of converting to Judaism. The legend of 
the story goes that right before he was executed; the guards 
overseeing him began to have pangs of guilt about what they 
were doing. They pleaded with Ger Tzedek that after he was 
killed, he would not come back and seek revenge on them. 
The great Ger Tzedek responded with this parable:

A young son of the king was playing outside with some 
clay making little figurines. Suddenly, there were some 
peasant kids that came by and destroyed all the figurines that 
this young boy had made. This infuriated him and he screamed 
out that when he becomes king he would take revenge for 
what these peasant kids had done. Then many years later the 
boy did become king. The peasant kids, who had grown up, 
remembered what had happened in their youth and the oath 
of revenge that was taken against them by the young boy who 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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R’ Aharon Finkelstein

now was king. They now came to him pleading for clemency 
and forgiveness.

The king smiled at them and said, “Do not be concerned, 
for when I was just a little boy, those clay figurines seemed 
so important to me, but now that I am king, I am in a higher 
place, and now it is not important to me at all.’”

The Ger Tzedek explained, “So it is with you, thinking 
that everything is happening in this world will always be so 
significant, yet when I go on to a Higher Place, when I go on 
to the Next World of Eternity, I will not be concerned with 
these trivialities, these clay figurines of this life.”

Within this week’s perasha the Torah states, “Moshe said 
to Aharon, ‘Take for yourself a young calf for a sin-offering 
and a ram for an olah-offering, unblemished, and offer them 
before Hashem’” (Vayikra 9:2).

Rashi (1040-1105) states that this sin-offering was 
specifically oriented for Aharon. The reason was to atone for 
Aharon’s participation in the sin of the Golden Calf and to 
absolve him of any ill feelings he had because of it.

The entire building of the Mishkan itself, according to 
Sforno (1475-1550), was to atone for the nation of Israel’s 
involvement in the sin of the Golden Calf. The sin was so 
great and the Torah is filled with many references to it. One 
would conjecture that there would be a very little likelihood 
of it ever happening again, considering the great downfall, the 
required repentance, and the constant reminders we have of it. 
Yet, surprisingly enough, it did happen again.

The book of Kings informs us that King Yerovam brought 
golden calves for the Jewish people to worship. He even said 
the same verse as written in the Torah about the original sin, 
“These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt” (Shemot 32:4, Kings I 12:28).

The Radak (1160-1235) asks the obvious question, how 
is it possible for the Jewish people to fall again to the same 
dreadful sin? Did they not remember the harsh repercussions 
and punishment from the original?

The Radak answers that there was a difference between 
the two sins. In the time of King Yerovam, the Jewish people 
were involved in actual idol worship, yet the original sin of 
the Golden Calf was a different form of idol worship. It was 
a sin of using the calf as a medium to try and reach Hashem. 
The Jewish people were looking to replace Moshe Rabbeinu 
with another intermediary and this calf was supposed to be it. 
They were not looking to pray to the calf, they were just trying 
to find something that could help them connect to Hashem, 
albeit it was an erroneous one.

Applying this in today’s terms, the mediums of the world 

which we can select as conduits to Hashem can have the 
potential to be a medium that draws us away from Hashem. 
The many aspects and facets of life that we come in contact 
with have to be evaluated in their capabilities of how we 
use them. When we employ the wrong type of conduits or 
use the right ones in an inappropriate way, we are doing the 
antithesis of what those things are intended for in our spiritual 
development. In the case of the Golden Calf, we find that the 
Jewish people were looking for another way to find closeness 
with Hashem and their selection of a golden calf to accomplish 
this was totally off the mark.

The Talmud (Sanhedrin 64a) states that the temptation for 
idol worship is significantly less now than what it once was. 
But that does not mean that we, in our contemporary lives, 
do not replace the worshiping of idols with the worshiping of 
the mundane parts of our world. We may set out thinking that 
the acquirement of certain things will help us in our service 
and fulfillment of the Torah, yet many times we are not 
properly inspecting those mediums and keeping our outlook 
on them in check. When we take things like money, stature, 
and prestige and we set out to obtain them with the thought 
that we can better serve our Creator – that is commendable. 
But when we attain these things and they become a medium 
that is not appropriate in G-d’s eyes, we become guilty of the 
same mistake as the nation of Israel when they transgressed 
with the sin of the Golden Calf. We adjust the selection of the 
conduit causing it not lead to Hashem, but instead to become a 
path away from Him. We then become guilty of not taking our 
gold, jewels, and riches to make a holy Mishkan, but instead 
end up making for ourselves a form of idol worship like the 
incident of the golden calf.

In order for us to understand the proper way to stay 
committed to a pathway towards Hashem, we must evaluate 
what is important in the grand scheme of our Judaic lives. 
We must ask, do we place too much of an emphasis on 
pleasing ourselves for no other purpose than that alone? Do 
we recognize the fleetingness of time and the wastefulness 
of many of the mediums we prop up as essentials to living a 
proper life before our Creator?

A person may have to take himself out of looking at his 
life from only the vantage point of this world alone. It may do 
us good to take the parable of the Ger Tzedek to heart and view 
our lives from the vantage point of the Higher Place of Olam 
Haba, of our Eternity in the Next World – since what can seem 
as so important here, may really just be clay figurines when 
we get over there. 



PARSHAS SHMINI – POROH 
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

Parshas Poroh begins with “Zos Chukas HaTorah”. Rashi 
explains that the Mitzvah of Poroh Aduma, burning of a red 

cow to purify anyone who becomes Tomei Meis, is a “Chok” - a 
mitzvah with no known reason or understanding why we must do it. 
Rashi says that the nations of the world taunt Klal Yisroel, “What is 
the purpose of this mitzvah” But the Torah says it is a decree not to 
be questioned. 

What is troubling though is that Rashi brings only a few Pisukim 
later from Rav Moshe Hadarshan that the reason we use a Parah is 
to be atonement for the Chet HaEigal. Since Klal Yisroel sinned 
with a golden calf, we bring a cow - the mother of the calf - to atone 
for that sin. Seemingly there is a reason for Porah Haduma, how can 
the Torah say it is “Chok” without a known reason?

Perhaps we can better understand this with an explanation of 
the korbonos discussed in this week’s Parsha.  The Parsha begins 
with the special korbonos sacrificed on the eighth day of the erecting 
of the Mishkan. Ahron who was the kohein godol brought a calf as a 
korbon chatas while the rest of Klal Yisroel brought a goat, for their 
korban chatas, and a calf as a korban oleh.

The Chasam Sofer explains that Klal Yisroel, when they threw 
gold into the fire and an Eigel came out, only sinned with their bad 
intentions, but the actual worshiping of the golden calf was not 
considered a sin. He bases this idea on a Gemora Avoda Zara (90b) 
that states Klal Yisroel wasn’t liable for the actual worshipping of the 
Eigel, since it was predestined. Therefore, says the Chasam Sofer, 
they need not bring a calf as a Korbon Chatas, which is brought 
to atone for the actual sin. Rather they brought a calf for a Korbon 
Olah, which is brought to atone for bad thoughts and intentions. 

The question that we need to explain, is why was the Chet 
Haeigel considered only a sin which they sinned with bad intentions, 
wasn’t the actual doing the sin also worthy of atonement? 

The Mesilas Yishorim warns us to be wary of what he calls 
“Atzas Paroh ;  Pharos’s idea”. Every time the Jews complained 
to Pharoh about their work conditions, he immediately made them 
work harder. The reasoning behind it was, if the Jews wouldn’t 
have the time or mental capacity to think about their plight, they 
wouldn’t complain. The Mesilas Yishorim says, this tactic is used all 
the time by the Yetzer Hora. He gets us so busy and caught up with 
everything around us that we don’t have the time to think about our 
spiritual conditions. Sometimes all we need to do is to stop, take a 
deep breath and think. Once we think we will realize how dire our 

situation is, and what we must do to fix it. 
The same took place by the Eigel. Klal Yisroel had the bad 

thought to create an Eigel out of gold and to worship it. Granted it 
was a bad idea and they deserved to be punished for that idea. But 
after they came up with the idea, the Satan made things move so fast 
that they had no time to think about the consequences of their idea. 

Ahron Hakohein, recognizing this, didn’t try to stop them. 
Rather he tried to stall for time. He knew if Klal Yisroel would rest 
a moment and think about what they were doing, they would realize 
the foolishness of their actions and they would stop. This is why 
Ahron sent the men to get the jewelry from their wives. He hoped 
this would stall the impulsiveness of their actions. Aharon told Klal 
Yisroel, “Chag Hashem Machar; let us celebrate tomorrow”. Again, 
he was stalling for time, not only because he was hoping Moshe 
would appear in the interim, but also because if they had the time 
to think through their actions, he was hoping it would become self-
evident the flaws of their intentions. 

We find a similar idea by the story of Korach. Moshe told 
Korach and his assembly, “In the morning Hashem will make 
known” Rashi says he hoped by pushing them off until the morning 
they would come to their senses in the interim and do teshuva. 

Now we can better understand the words of the Chasam Sofer. 
Of course the Yidden did physically sin with the Eigel, and it wasn’t 
only a bad intention. Nevertheless the real cause for the sin was their 
bad intentions. Once they were thrust into their ideas, they were 
in a difficult position to think clearly and realize where they were 
heading. Of course this is no excuse, but the Korbon they needed as 
a Kaparah was the Oleh, which is brought for bad intentions, since 
this was the root that caused the problems. 

Perhaps, this is what Rav Moshe Hadarshan is telling us. 
Precisely because the Mitzvah of Parah Aduma has no known 
reason, and we do it without thinking, so to speak, this is why it is 
an atonement for the Chet Haeigel. The Eigel came about because 
of a lack of thought. Had Klal Yisroel waited until the next day, as 
Aharon requested, they may have realized their mistake. But they 
forged ahead without thought. To atone for that mistake we are 
required to do a Mitzvah without any understanding. 

The lesson is clear. Never allow the whirlwind of the moment 
to dictate our actions. Stop and pause to reflect, if what we are doing 
is right or wrong. 
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