
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Chessed, by choice – פרשת כי תצא

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

)כב' ד'(הקם תקים עמו   

You should stand them up with him 
 

The Possuk is instructing us to help another Yid with his animal, to help it stand up. Rashi adds 

from Chazal that one should only help if the owner is also willing to help. But if he says to you, 

“You have the Mitzvah to help me with my animal – so you do it by yourself,” then there is 

no Mitzvah to help him. 

On this the Chofetz Chaim comments, the same is true with our relationship with Hashem. 

When we work on something ourselves, then Hashem is willing to help us succeed. But if we 

just throw our hands up and say, “I’m not doing anything Hashem but please can you help me 

anyway,” then Hashem won’t help.  

But this Rashi surely needs an explanation. Are we not בעלי חסד? Aren’t we supposed to help 

out even if the recipient is being a bit ungrateful to us? 

We can learn a very important lesson about the balance of Chessed from this Possuk. We are 

not supposed to be completely submissive to others in the name of Chessed; that’s called 

being bullied or manipulated in straight talking terms. When a person does Chessed, it’s not 

supposed to leave him feeling worse for wear. Even if a person does have to go out of his way, 

even if a person is being selfless – that ought to create an inner positive feeling about it; not 

a frightened sense of weak submissiveness. There is a reason why Chessed should be done 

out of “Ahavas Chessed”; something that we are genuinely happy to do out of love for one 

another. Not something that one feels that they have no choice about. 

When the recipient of the Chessed is brash and ungrateful in this way, the Torah says, you 

don’t have to help him. 

There is a story told about the Brisker Rov as follows. He was once standing with a group of 

his Talmidim when a Meshulach came over to collect money. He asked them for money but 

he spoke in a very brash and arrogant manner. The Talmidim all gave him Tzedakah but the 

Brisker Rov ignored him. 

Later, it became known that this man was a fraudster and he had been collecting money for 

a fake cause. Those Talmdim who had observed the Brisker Rov when he had chosen not to 

give this fellow Tzedakah came running to him claiming that he had Ruach Hakodesh! “Not at 

all!” the Brisker Rov protested. “It was nothing to do with Ruach Hakodesh!” 

“So how did the Rov know not to give this fellow Tzedakah then?” the Talmidim wondered. 

“Simple,” replied the Brisker Rov. “In Possuk its says, ידבר רש תחנונים  a poor man speaks in 

supplication. That means that he has humility and is respectful to those whom he asks for 

money from. However, this particular Meshulach who came over to us, was very arrogant and 

brash. When I observed that, I knew something wasn’t right and so I chose not to give him 

Tzedakah.” 

Genuine Tzedakah and Chessed is done as a partnership. The giver gives in the right manner 

and the taker receives in the right manner. Otherwise the act of Chessed is incomplete. 

When we ask for Hashem’s help we do so with humility and we also show Hashem our 

willingness to be a ‘working partner.’ We promise to do our bit and we ask Hashem to 

complete it with His. 

If we approach Rosh Hashana in this way and we show Hashem how much we are trying to 

do Teshuva and make amends, then Hashem will surely turn to us with great mercy and grant 

us a Kesiva Vachasima Tova. 

 


