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חנוכה -פרשת וישב   
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     ”.Yaakov settled in the land of his father’s sojourning, in the land of Canaan“  )א, זל( "בארץ מגורי אביו בארץ כנעןיעקב  בשיו"
 The land of his father’s sojourning (מגורי) – where he converted converts (מגייר גרים), where he drew distant souls close.  This particular skill, instilling the notion of Divinity in the world, Yaakov bequeathed to his son, Yosef.  “These are the children of Yaakov: Yosef”1 – i.e. Yosef followed his father’s path - engaged in converting converts, bringing distant souls close.2  

 
) כג, טלבאשר ד' אתו" ("  “Inasmuch as Hashem was with him”     The bond with Hashem is the greatest pleasure that a Jew enjoys.  Without this bond, none of the good that the world has to offer can satisfy a Jew, he cannot really be happy.  How do we build this bond?  We must learn from Yosef Hatzaddik.  The meaning of “inasmuch as Hashem was with him” is that Hashem’s name was always on his lips.  He constantly remembered Hashem and reminded others of Hashem.  That is our success in life – we recall Hashem and we draw close to Hashem.  Therefore, Yosef was “a successful man”3 – he never attributed his successes to his own merit.  Everything was “with Hashem’s help” – I, personally, am nothing.  Even when they crowned him king, he said, “I 
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fear G–d.”4  The bond with Hashem is formed through wholesomeness/simplicity.  When a very simple person has straightforward emuna that, as he is, at whatever station and whatever level he is at currently - Hashem enjoys delight and great pleasure from his simple service – and the person himself receives amazing vitality from all of his devotion.  Rebbe Nachman taught that even one who is highly intelligent must shed all of his wisdom and serve Hashem with simplicity.5  Everything related to simplicity and innocence has special grace in HKB”H’s eyes.  The smallest Jew, who sets time for Torah and tefilla, who toils to purify his character traits and actions, who turns to HKB”H with simple words, who accepts the challenges of life with emuna and love – HKB”H enjoys such delight from him.  Hashem told Avraham “walk before Me and be wholesome.”6  With this blessing, Avraham Avinu founded the Jewish nation.  The same is true for Yaakov Avinu – “Yaakov was a wholesome man, abiding in tents.”7  
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Wholesome is complete attachment to one’s purpose.  It is something complete.  A person’s completion can only be with HKB”H.  A person cannot be complete on his own.  If he thinks that he is – it is all ego.  His only perfection can be through his dveykus (clinging) to Hashem.  That is how he is whole.  G-dliness perfects him – he is complete only when Hashem is with him.  Wholesomeness is having emuna that everything that the Torah tells us is true and that is how we must live.  It is not trying to find all sorts of answers why, while the Halacha is true, it is not applicable to our situation.  Wholesomeness is to simply cast aside our intellect and have emuna in Hashem – that whatever He does with us and whatever happens to us is all for the best.  Everything that happened to Yosef Hatzaddik is beyond description.  His brothers hated him so intensely that they could not be placated until they threw him into a pit – and not just any pit, a pit filled with snakes and scorpions.  From this pit, he was sold like a lowly slave.  He spent twelve years incarcerated in prison.  Such darkness.  Yet, he never, for a moment, lost his emuna that he had a Creator.  Everyone endures suffering and challenges in life.  Everyone has their own path, with many rectifications and difficulties.  We must always remember one thing: even when we are in the midst of our own personal devastation – even then, Hashem is overseeing our lives.  Hashem never abandons us.  The suffering is designed to bring us closer.  “For Hashem chastens the one He loves.”8  The day will come when we will see that, at the depths of the judgment, there was profound compassion and kindness.  “It appears to each person as if Hashem does not treat him fairly or justly, and imposes challenges on him that he cannot withstand, such as lack of livelihood and the like.  However, in reality, we must have 
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emuna that Hashem is just and His ways are fair.  He does not test any person in a way that he cannot tolerate.  Even though, logically, it is hard for him to refute these matters that confront him, he must nevertheless cast aside his intellect and wisdom and have wholesome emuna that Hashem’s ways and laws are faithful and he certainly must endure the things that Hashem orchestrates.  “The Rock! – perfect is His work.”9 10  A person can never feel that Hashem is with him if he is mired in his own ego.  They are two conflicting states of mind.  A Jew must constantly be cognizant of the fact that he is the King’s son; he is royalty.  We must utilize this regal bearing, this strength, for positive things – not to turn it into arrogance.  If a person is invigorated by the fact that he is better than someone else - all day, he thinks of how he is better than others are – he misuses the gift.  That is not why we are granted royal blood.  We are royalty so that we might elevate others, lift them up – not to lord ourselves over them.  We must go beyond ourselves a bit.  We must not consider ourselves smarter than others are.  It is silly. They are soldiers like us.  They are just as necessary – they too do amazing things.  A person needs honor.  One who says he can live without honor is lying.  However, we must keep it to a minimum – no more than necessary.  When a person receives some honor – he must immediately take himself out of the picture.  Granted, he gave a shiur or did some chesed and he received esteem.  He must attribute the honor to the act, the chesed, the G-dliness in the matter, the truth.  His confusion is that he thinks that he himself is that truth.  A person’s entire task is to take himself out of the story.  It is all Hashem’s glory.  Hashem created the world for His honor.  Honor is important.  A sense of self is important because it awakes a person; it provides that first push to action.  However, after 
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that, we must nullify it.  We need it only for the start.  A person must give himself a pat on the back.  Without it he cannot live.  Without the “I” – a person could not get out of bed.  However, very quickly, he must remove himself from the equation.  A person must achieve nullification.  If he fulfills a life of Torah and mitzvos, he already achieves some level of nullification.  He fulfills what the Torah commands him to do.  However, this is a low level.  His sense of self is still at the epicenter.  He still acts for his own glory, not for Hashem’s.  A person does something and succeeds at it - for a half a second he is proud and then, if he serves properly, he turns to Hashem.  “Thank You Hashem for helping me.  I know that, without You, I could not have succeeded.  Thank You so much Hashem.  I know that it is from You – that everything is from You.”   Nullification and humility are internal feelings, true and deep – they are the recognition that everything is unearned gifts, without any worthiness on our part.  It is all the Creator of the World’s kindness and compassion.  “On my own, I am incapable.  I need HKB”H.  I cannot accomplish anything without HKB”H.  I cannot succeed at anything without HKB”H.  Most certainly, I cannot defeat my yetzer hora without HKB”H.”  Nothing obscures Hashem’s light more than arrogance.  Haughtiness is the peak of distance from Hashem.  Hashem says that He cannot reside together with the arrogant.  A humble and modest person is always happy.  He feels such delight.  Such Divine light illuminates him.  He does a lot but does not think he does anything.  He is sure that everyone else is more righteous than he is, holier than he is, smarter than he is.  He who gives the honor to Hashem deserves to be honored – not the one who usurps the honor for himself.  

“He was a youth with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah.”11  These were the sons of the maidservants, the lesser families of Israel.  Yosef lowered himself to them to draw them near. All with humility and modesty.  Yosef was seventeen years old.  Seventeen is the numerical value of the word “טוב,” good.  Yosef was good to everyone.  That is how he drew them all close – he could find elements of good in even the lowest person and thereby bring them close to Hashem.12  Yosef was successful because he understood that without Hashem’s help – he could not succeed.  If a person is smart – it is from Hashem.  We do not receive reward for the talents that we were born with.  If we do not work on the attribute of humility, our intelligence is liable to lead us to arrogance and earn us punishment.  Hashem gave us our intellect.  Why should that make us proud?  We did not work for it.  There are Jews who are not so smart – but they works so hard and support the entire world.  A Jew must live the truth.  The truth is that it is all kindness – all Hashem’s compassion.  Hashem does not owe anyone anything.  It is Hashem’s kindness that we breathe, that we live, that we can daven, that we can learn Torah and that we can perform mitzvos.  We must thank Hashem for all of it.  It is impossible to attain the level of “Hashem is with me” if we do not respect others.  Hashem created everyone in His image – so how can we denigrate people?  Yosef said, “My brothers do I seek.”13  We must seek our brothers.  We must seek their beauty. We must seek to see that Hashem is also with them, that they too are children of Hashem.  We must seek only to gladden others, never to cause any pain to anyone.  We must seek to see that a person is not only what he appears to be on the outside.  We do not know what goes on inside 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me so that wherever I am – I think of others, I do not bother them, I never cause anyone any pain.  So often, we have such a strong yetzer hora to be preoccupied with our own issues, our own desires, with what we are involved in – that we do not think much about others.  Even in matters of holiness, we impose ourselves upon others who are engaged in their own concerns and we do not always think about them, we are not always careful not to disturb them because we feel that since we are occupied with holy matters and everything is therefore permissible for us.  Help me, Father, that others should not notice me more than necessary.  I should not stand out.  If there is some dispute, some conflict – help me guard myself and stay out of it.  If I encounter behavior that is disagreeable to me – help me not to get angry, not to speak, not to disqualify others.  Even here, to learn to judge favorably because it is always possible to find some benefit of the doubt and try to understand the other person.  Help me, Father, to remember that I can never truly know what another person experiences.  I can never be certain that what I think of him is the truth.  There are so many aspects that we cannot see.  Just as I request of You to help me not to hurt anyone, so I ask of You to help me constantly bring joy, help, and sacrifice for others – to remember that the alternative to a life of illicit desires and destructive attributes is a life of giving, chesed and love of others.  Help me merit, Father.  

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז             תשע" כ"ד כסלו – December 24, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.com 
 
 

minds and hearts; we do not see everything.  HKB”H sees everything; we do not.  We never know what is in the recesses of another’s soul.  How can we ever judge others?  For a person to merit ultimate pleasure, unlimited connection to the Creator of the World, he must escape self-love into the expansiveness of loving others.  If a person only has exactly enough oil for all eight nights and his friend has none – it is better to light only one candle each night and give his friend enough to do the same.  A person may not seclude himself in his own isolated domain and leave his friend in the dark.  We must of ours to others.  If we leave him in darkness, the darkness 

is bound to reach us as well.  We received a small jug of pure olive oil – we must guard it – use it to oil the creaks in life.  The chesed that we do for others – a smile, a thank you, foregoing or a small note with a few warm words – these brighten the day.  “The light of the eyes makes the heart happy; good news fattens the bone.”14  When a person constantly thinks about how he might bring joy to his family, to inject joy into the home – that is how he builds his home.  Most importantly, it must be done wholeheartedly.  When we give someone something wholeheartedly, he does not quickly forget it – sometimes he remembers it for the rest of his life and sometimes even beyond this life.  
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