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The  Gemara  (39a)  quotes  R'  Yehoshua  ben

Levi as teaching that a Kohen who did not wash his

hands  should  not  duchen.  He  cites  the  verse  in

Tehillim (134:2), “Raise your hands in the Sanctuary

and bless Hashem.”

The  Gemara  is  unclear  whether  the  hand-

washing it is referring to is the one in the morning, or

one  immediately  prior  to  duchening.  The  Rambam

ה”ה) תפלה  מהל'  (פט”ו   apparently  understood  it  the

former  way (מנוח רבנו  עי'  אבל  שם,  הכס”מ  ,(כ”כ   while

Rashi  explicitly  writes  the  latter לא)  אבל  נקטינן,  והכי 

) Tosafos .(יחזור לברך, או”ח קכח:ו-ז יד”ה כל וכו' ) supports

Rashi's  approach  with  a  number  of  proofs,  one  of

which  is  a  Yerushalmi  in  Berachos  (6a ה”א]  .([פ”א 

There, the Yerushalmi cites the same verse in Tehillim

to teach that one must immediately follow washing his

hands with a brocha. Even though the Gemara there

is referring to the  brocha  of  bentching  after a meal,

Tosafos continues, we see in principle that whichever

brocha  the verse in Tehillim is  referring  to  must  be

immediately preceded with a hand-washing.

The  Mareh  Ha'panim  (R'  Moshe  Margolies,

1710-1780) והדר)  עוז  בהגהות  (הובא   is  astonished  at

how Tosafos could say in passing that the Yerushalmi

is  dealing  with  the  hand-washing prior  to  bentching

(i.e. mayim achronim). After all, the very same page of

the Yerushalmi goes on to quote the Amora R' Yosi the

son of R' Bun, who states, “Anyone who immediately

follows  his  hand-washing  with  a  brocha will  not  be

prosecuted by the  satan  for  that meal.”  Doesn't  this

obviously imply that the Yerushalmi is discussing the

hand-washing  prior  to  a  meal  (i.e.  mayim  rishonim

before  ha'motzi)?  Due  to  this,  the  Mareh  Ha'panim

suggests that Tosafos may not have had that line of R'

Yosi the son of R' Bun in their text of the Yerushalmi.

The problem with this theory, as pointed out by

R'  Mayer  Lehmann  (1831-1890) פירוש)  על  בהערותיו 

is ,(הרש”ס, הובא בהגהות הרימ”ז בירו' מהדורת מאורי אור

that  R'  Shlomo  Sirilio  (c.  1485-1558),  who  wrote

essentially the earliest running commentary available

on parts of the Yerushalmi, clearly had R' Yosi the son

of  R'  Bun's  line  in  his  text,  yet  still  explains  the

Yerushalmi as referring to mayim achronim. Therefore,

R' Lehmann resolves the Mareh Ha'panim's challenge

with a Gemara in Sanhedrin (89b). There, the Gemara

states  that  the  satan  leveled  accusations  against

Avraham Avinu to Hashem, saying, “For all the feasts

he made, couldn't he have brought a korban to You?”

We see from this that there is indeed a notion of the

satan's prosecuting  a  person  after a  meal.

Furthermore,  R'  Lehmann  continues,  there  is  an

explicit verse in Iyov (1:5) which tells of his practice of

bringing sacrifices following the parties of his sons and

daughters,  “For  Iyov  said,  'It  may be that  my sons

have sinned.'”
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