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כי הוא כסותה לבדה הוא שמלתו לערו, במה ישכב “ 22:26

 ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני

“For it is his own clothing, it is his garment for his skin – 

in what should he lie down?  So it will be that if he cries out to Me, I shall 

listen, for I am compassionate.”  A lender is allowed to take personal 

effects from the borrower for the loan that he gave to the borrower.  

However, the lender must return them to the borrower when he needs 

to have them so that he can use them.  The Posuk says that the 

borrower may cry out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and He will listen for He 

is compassionate.  In Posuk 22, the Posuk speaks about causing pain to 

an orphan or a widow, and there the Posuk uses a double Loshon of 

 of crying out to Hashem.  There the Posuk does not say – ”צעק יצעק“

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will listen to the screaming of the orphans and 

widows, rather it just says that Hashem will listen.  Why over here does 

the Torah only use a single Loshon of crying, while by orphans and 

widows it uses a double Loshon?  And why does the Torah only mention 

here that Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, for He is compassionate?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on these topics, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י שטייף"מהר   The Torah is telling us – ”כי חנון אני“ 22:26 – 

that this punishment for the one who does not follow the command of 

the Torah will, Chas V’sholom, be very harsh.  The reason is because it is 

impossible to be Meorer Rachmanus to be Mevatel the Gezeira when 

the punishment is coming because of Rachmanus.   

 ”For I am compassionate“ – ”כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - מלבים 

teaches us that from the Midas Hadin, the lender can say that he has 

what he is allowed to have and does not need to return it to the 

borrower.  His obligation to allow the borrower to use his collateral is 

from compassion.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu takes everyone’s Neshama each 

night as a Mashkon, collateral, and with great compassion, returns it to 

each person in the morning.  One who does not act in the ways of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, through compassion, will receive a harsh 

punishment.   

ן"רמב   These words teach us – ”ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 – 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu accepts the Tefilos of all people, even those 

who are not worthy.  The Torah is teaching us that one should not think 

that if the borrower is a Tzaddik, then the lender is not allowed to use 

the collateral, but if the borrower is not a Tzaddik the lender does not 

need to return the collateral, for Hakodosh Boruch Hu will not listen to 

him anyway.  The Torah tells us, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu listens to all, 

and are always expected to let the borrower use the collateral.   

ח פלטיאל"ר   – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 – 

When the borrower will cry out to Hashem in Tefilah on behalf of the 

lender, for he was good to the borrower by allowing him to use the 

collateral – because of that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will be very good to the 

lender.   

 – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - רבינו אפרים 

The lender is allowed to take the collateral from the borrower, and 

should therefore not receive any punishment for doing so.  Nonetheless, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is a חנון, He is tremendously compassionate, and 

even “בחנם” – “for free” Hakodosh Boruch Hu listens to the cries of the 

borrower, if he cannot provide for his needs.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון “ 22:26 - רבינו יוסף בכור שור 

 Although according to the law the lender is allowed to hold onto – ”אני

the collateral – nonetheless, Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not want the 

borrower to be in such a difficult position, where he cannot take care of 

his basic needs.  Therefore Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that one should act 

Lifnim Mishuras Hadin, beyond the letter of the law, and return the 

collateral to the borrower when he needs it.   

א"גר   ,You must act with Rachmanus – ”כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - 

and give a free gift to the borrower (allow him to use the collateral), just 

as I deal with the entire world by giving out free gifts.   

והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון “ 22:26 - בן יהוידע על התורה 

 One must cry out regarding the Golus for the sake of the Kovod of – ”אני

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for the Shechina is, Kevayachol, in Golus. When 

one will cry out for “אלי” – for Hashem and not for himself, then “ ושמעתי

   .I will listen to the cries and bring the Geulah of the world – ”כי חנון אני

“ 22:24 - מדרש יהונתן  את העני עמך, אם כסף תלוה את עמי ” – 

Bava Metzia 75b says that there are three people who cry out to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and are not answered – and one of them is he who 

loans his friend money without witnesses.  It says in Mishlei 21:14 “ מתן

אם כסף “  ”.One who gives anonymously, covers anger“ – ”בסתר יכפה אף

 – ”את עמי“ ,If one loans a person money it must be done – ”תלוה את עמי

in front of witnesses.  However, “את העני”- if one is giving charity, “ ךעמ ” 

– it should be done directly with him, without witnesses.   

 One – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - חתם סופר 

should not Daven the Tefilos, one after another, rather he should wait 

until he can compose himself, and then Daven again.  “ואתחנן” – Moshe 

Rabbeinu was Mispalel 515 Tefilos to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They were 

not all jumbled together, rather before each Tefilah, Moshe composed 

himself so that the Tefilah should be in a Loshon of תחנה (learned from 

the word “ואתחנן” – the same root word), a calm Tefilah.  When the 

Torah discusses an orphan and widow, there is a double Loshon of צעקה, 

for the Torah is telling us a Chiddush, that in the case of an orphan and 

widow, they are allowed to cry one right after another, for they have no 

one else in the world.  However, for others, it should only be one Tefilah 

at a time, so that the Tefilah can be a proper one.  “כי חנון אני” – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will listen to the Tefilah if it is “חנון” - a calm and 

composed Tefilah.   

“ 22:26 - אדרת אליהו  כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אניוהיה  ” – It 

is known that Tefilah must be done with Simcha, joy.  If one is Mispalel 

with Simcha, then his Tefilos are accepted with great Rotzon.  “והיה” is a 

Loshon of Simcha, joy.  “והיה כי יצעק אלי” – If one will be Mispalel with 

Simcha, then, “ושמעתי כי חנון אני” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu will hear those 

Tefilos, for those are the Tefilos He desires.  On the first of Adar, (the 

first Shabbos) we read Parshas Shekalim.  It says in the Shulchan Aruch, 

 When Adar enters one should increase“ – ”משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה“

Simcha.”  All Mitzvos are more desired by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

more accepted, when they are performed with Simcha.  Therefore, we 

have the Minhag to Lain Parshas Shekalim at the beginning of Adar, 

when we are to be more joyous, so that this Mitzvah performed with joy 

should be more accepted and desired by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

 Why – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - פני דוד 

over here does the Posuk use a single Loshon of צעקה, while a few 

Pesukim earlier, in regards to widows and orphans, the Torah uses a 

double Loshon of צעקה?  When there is a double Loshon of צעקה, it 

refers to one crying out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu in pain.  When there is a 

single Loshon of צעקה, it refers to one being Mispalel to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  If the Posuk here was speaking about crying out in pain, the 

words of “חנון אני” would not fit when speaking of pain. Additionally, it 

would not be correct for there to be anger with the lender, for he was 

legally entitled to the collateral.  Rather, it means that because the 

lender graciously gave the collateral to the borrower when he needed it, 

the borrower was Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that the lender 

should have only goodness for his good deed that he performed for the 

borrower.   

 – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - תורה תמימה 

In the case of one taking advantage of the widow or orphan, the Torah 

uses a double Loshon of צעקה and does not use the word “חנון,” because 

there, the person is harming the widow or orphan which is forbidden.  

There is a great injustice being done, and the person will need to be 

punished harshly.  In this case, where the lender has the collateral in the 

proper manner, and no wrong is being done, nonetheless, the Torah is 

telling us to go above and beyond and to give the collateral back to the 

borrower when needed.   
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 – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - העמק דבר 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the world with Rachamim, and He wants 

His world to be filled with Rachamim.   

 It – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - מטה נפתלי 

says in the Medrash Tanchuma that he calls out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

in complaint, and says, “Ribbon Ha’olam, I am a man and he is a man.  

He sleeps on his bed, and what will I sleep on?”  Therefore, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu hears his words, and has mercy on him.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

says that in this world He hears the cries of individuals and answers 

them, and in the future, He will answer those individuals even before 

they cry out.   There are times that a person goes to the doctor for he is 

in pain and sick, and in need of healing. The doctor does not give him 

what he wants, such as a nice, fat, juicy piece of meat, rather he gives 

him bitter medicine, which is truly good for him, and will heal him. There 

are times when one cries out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu and requests 

success in matters of Olam Hazeh.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu hears his cries, 

and if those requests are in fact not good for him, and may kill him or kill 

his own Neshama, then Hashem may not fulfill his request, and instead 

He will give him that which he needs – what is truly good for him.  This 

demonstrates true love, for one will only give that which is truly good for 

the one he loves.  There is a Remez to this in the Yalkut Shimoni in 

Tehillim 873 (Tehillim 116:1) – “ את קולי' אהבתי כי ישמע ד ” – “I love Him 

because Hashem hears my voice – my supplications.”  I love Hashem for 

He hears my supplications – not that He listens to what I ask for, rather 

when I know that He is doing what is best for my Nefesh, even if it is not 

what I am asking for – but He hears it – He hears, and knows what I truly 

need.  Now, people do not recognize what their level is and what is best 

for them.  However, in the future, when it will be recognizable, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will answer the needs of everyone even before 

they ask – all will know that what they have is best for them.   

 – ”והיה כי יצעק אלי ושמעתי כי חנון אני“ 22:26 - ישא ברכה 

Why does the Torah say, “והיה” here, which is a Loshon of Simcha, joy?  

What joy is there when we seem to be discussing the pain of the poor 

person who is in dire straits, to the point that he had to give away that 

which he needs on a regular basis for collateral items?  The Torah is 

teaching us that if this person, who naturally would be in terrible pain 

and anguish because of his situation, but instead is joyous and has 

complete Bitachon in Hashem that everything will be taken care of for 

him, that has a great impact in Shomayim, and he will immediately 

receive much compassion from Hakodosh Boruch Hu – חנון.  As the 

Divrei Yisroel explains the Posuk in Bereishis 32:13 “ ואתה אמרת היטב

 And You had said, I will surely do good with you” – means“ – ”איטיב עמך

that one who truly has full Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and says 

that everything that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for good, then he will 

be Zoche to pure goodness.   

ניהו על התורהב   – 22:24 “ את העני עמך, אם כסף תלוה את עמי ” 

– “When you lend money to My people, to the poor person who is with 

you.”  Mishlei 10:2 “וצדקה תציל ממות” – “Giving charity saves one from 

death.”  How could it be that money, which is דומם, an inanimate object 

– has no life in it - could save a living being?  We know that bringing 

Korbonos can save oneself, because there is a living being, an animal, in 

the place of the person.  Ya’aros Devash in 1:15 - The Posuk in Yeshaya 

55:6,7 says, “ ואל אלקינו כי ירבה לסלוח... בהמצאו' דרשו ד ” – “Seek 

Hashem when He can be found…for He is abundantly forgiving.”  This 

can be explained based upon what it says in Vayikra Rabbah 3:3 – “ אף

עשירית האיפה –ואיזו זו , הקדוש ברוך הוא וויתר לנו סליחה אחת משלו ” – 

“Even Hakodosh Boruch Hu was Mevater, forewent, an atonement of 

His.  And which one is this? The Asiris Ha’eifah, the tenth of an Eifah.”  

The Ya’aros Devash explains that that many think that when they are in 

the throes of a Tzarah, Chas V’sholom, to the extent that the one’s heart 

is not with him, for he is completely distraught, that he is exempt from 

Tefilah, from Davening to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for Tefilah is  עבודה

 service of the heart, and it is impossible for him to perform a ,שבלב

service of heart at that time.  However that is not true, and when one 

cries out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu during a Tzarah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

listens even more.  As Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim 118:5 “ ענני

ה-במרחב י ה-מן המצר קראתי י  ” – “From the straits I called out to 

Hashem, and Hashem answered me with expansiveness.” How does this 

work?  Man is made up of חומר ורוחני – material and spiritual.  So too, 

Avodah must have a Chomer and Ruchni part, to atone for the entire 

being.  Brochos 54a – “ ביצר הטוב וביצר הרע, בשני יצריך ” – “One must 

serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with both of his Yetzers: His Yetzer Hatov 

and his Yetzer Hara.”  The meaning of this is that one must serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with his Nefesh (Ruchni) and his Guf, (Chomer). 

Meforshim explain that the reason that Hakodosh Boruch Hu accepted 

the Korbon of Hevel and not Kayin, was because a Korbon is in place of 

the person.  Just as a person has a living spirit, so too must the Korbon, 

which is taking his place.  Hevel brought living animals, while Kayin 

brought plants, and therefore Hevel’s was accepted while Kayin’s was 

rejected. Based on this, how can a Korbon Mincha, which has an Asiris 

Ha’eifah, a tenth of an Eifah of flour, be brought as a Korbon? It should 

be rejected by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for it does not have a living spirit.  

However, the portion of each person that is Ruchni is the portion of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Nidah 31a – There are three partners in a person, 

and Hakodosh Boruch Hu provides the Neshama, the living spirit.  Being 

that it is Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s, He can be Mevater on His share.  That is 

what the Medrash is telling us, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Mevater on 

the Asiris Ha’eifah, and although the Korbon does not have a living spirit, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu accepts it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is exceedingly 

kind to the poor, and allows them to bring a Korbon – an Asiris Ha’eifah, 

and accepts it.  “אם כסף תלוה את עמי” – Do not be concerned how giving 

Tzedakah or a loan to another can help a person when it has no living 

spirit, because, “את העני עמך” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that He will 

do the same for the wealthy as he does for the poor person – He will 

accept it.  With this understanding, we can comprehend why Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu says that one must give a half Shekel – not more and not less.  

A half Shekel is ten Geirah, giving a half shekel, גרה עשרה , is a Remez to 

the האיפה עשירית  that Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in His great mercy, 

accepts.    

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah only uses a 

single Loshon of צעקה, and why the Torah only here speaks about the 

compassion of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The צעקה here is speaking about 

Tefilah.  The Torah is telling us how one can be Zoche to the compassion 

of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One must be Mispalel in all situations of life, at 

all times.  No matter how difficult the situation, one must turn to Tefilah, 

and be Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The Torah is telling us how to 

be Mispalel.  One must Daven with joy in his heart.  There are times that 

this may be very difficult.  However, if one truly understands that 

everything that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does is for good, then it is not 

difficult to be Mispalel with joy, knowing that even the situation that 

may look bleak, is in actuality good.  It is the medicine that tastes bitter, 

but is truly good for the person.  One who acts in this manner arouses 

the compassion of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and will be blessed with much 

goodness.  The one who sees the good, will not cry out to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu when he is in pain over a situation where articles he needs 

daily were given as collateral.  Rather, he will thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

for His goodness, and for the goodness being done for him by the 

lender.  This Tefilah will be heard, and will cause there to be Brocha for 

both the lender and the borrower.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the 

world with compassion and we must exhibit this Midah as well.   Parshas 

Shekalim speaks about each and every individual giving a half shekel to 

the Bais Hamikdash.  Wealthy or poor, all had to give the same amount.  

The half Shekel was like the person giving himself over to the Mikdash.  

This half Shekel, that was the same for all, demonstrated that all 

recognized that what one person has over another is not his own doing – 

for in fact they are all equal.  What each person receives, is the goodness 

that he needs from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  May we be Zoche to truly 

reach this level of recognizing that everything Hakodosh Boruch Hu does 

is for the good, and to be Mispalel to Him at all times with great joy.   


