
 
 אשר פקד על אלה פקודי המשכן משכן העדת

)לח:כא( פי משה  

These are the reckonings of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of 

Eidus, which were reckoned at Moshe’s request (38:21) 

Rashi notes that the word Mishkan is written twice. 

Citing the Midrash Tanchuma, he explains that the 

word Mishkan has the same root as the word mashkin 

which means collateral. The Torah is hinting to the 

two Mishkans (Bayis rishon and bayis sheini) that 

were  destroyed due to the sins of Klal Yisroel. Being 

that they were taken as collateral, they can still be 

redeemed when Klal Yisroel does teshuvah and is 

restored to its former greatness. If we give HaShem 

our aveiros, He will keep His part of the deal by giving 

us the Bayis shlishi.  

The Sefer Otzer Hamesholim tells a beautiful story of 

a father and a son that were lost in the forest without 

any food. As their hunger grew, they were faced with 

no choice but to eat from the wild grass and the 

leaves that were growing in the forest. Sure enough, 

after a few hours passed, the son started crying to his 

father that his stomach was hurting terribly. The 

father explained that this was their only chance at 

survival. The following scene repeated itself daily. 

One day, the son started shouting to the father in 

great joy. “Father, Father, guess what! You won’t 

believe it. My stomach no longer hurts from the grass 

and leaves.” At this point, the father started crying. 

He explained, “As long as the food which animals eat 

caused pain, I knew that there was a difference 

between us and the animals. But now that even the 

animal food no longer hurts, we have crossed the line 

that differentiates us and animals. I now realize how 

much farther we have drifted from humanity.” 

HaShem took the Beis Hamikdash away from us as a 

result of our sins. As long as we are crying because 

we are in galus, and feeling the pain of what it means 

to live bein hagoyim, HaShem looks at us and says, 

“My kinderlach still hope to return to their home”. 

But once we start looking and acting like the goyim, 

and not feeling the pain of the galus, our tatteh in 

himmel, k’viyachol cries out. 

We must ask ourselves if we feel a sense of yearning 

for Eretz Yisroel, our home. Does it bother us that 

shechinta begalusa? Do we feel pain when we mourn 

the Beis HaMikdash? 

Chazal (Taanis 30b) tell us that  כל המתאבל על ירושלים

 whoever mourns over -זוכה ורואה בשמחתה

Yerushalayim, merits seeing it in a state of happiness. 

Rav Chaim Volozhiner zt”l wonders why the words 

used are זוכה ורואה (present tense) instead of  יזכה

 Why would there be .(future tense) ויראה בשמחתה

happiness right now during our darkest days? Isn’t 

the happiness referring to when Moshiach comes and 

the Beis Hamikdash is finally rebuil? It seems that 

Chazal are telling us that there is some happiness 

now. 

Rav Chaim explains that deep within our mourning, 

there lies a tremendous level of comfort. How so? One 

of the great chassadim that HaShem does for us is that 

He gives us a power of shikcha. We were created with 

the ability to forget things. Were it not for this koach, 

a person would never be able to move on.  

Within the halachos of aveilus, Chazal further 

revealed to us that after one year, HaShem decreed 

that a person begins to forget a deceased relative. 

This is why aveilus is only for one year. Accordingly, 

we must ask, why is it that we are still mourning over 

the Beis Hamikdash if it has already been close to two 

thousand years? What happened to the shikcha of one 

year? 

The answer is that the concept of forgetting the 

deceased only applies when there is actually a 

deceased. If someone is still alive, there is no decree 

of shikcha. The proof to this is from Yaakov Avinu. He 

was still mourning over the loss of Yosef 22 years 

later as if it had happened that day. What of the 

shikcha? The answer is that because Yosef was still 

alive, there was no shikcha.  

If close to two thousand years have passed and we 

still have not forgotten, it must be that the Beis 

Hamikdash is still alive! If today we are mourning 

over it, than right now we can rejoice because we 

know that it is still there. The only thing that waits is 

for us to cash in our mitzvos and redeem the Beis 

Hamikdash. This may not be a silver lining, but it is 

definitely a very bright light at the end of this tunnel. 

Good Shabbos,   עלמרדכי אפפ  
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