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WHAT?! WE CAN ALSO GET 
REWARDED IN THIS WORLD?!

One of the things that I love about traveling 
is that I get to socialise with complete 
strangers. Human beings are interesting. 
Each person has a story, joke, insight or a 
new perspective to offer. A few years ago, I 
was traveling from Israel to Mexico and my 
next-seat-neighbour was a very nice secular 
Jew. As we were conversing he suddenly 
surprised me with a good question. “You 
religious people believe in Schar V’oinesh-
reward and punishment-for your good or not 
so good deeds, correct?” I nodded. He then 
asked: “Is the Schar V’oinesh reserved for 
the world to come?” I replied: “It is primarily 
for Olam Habah but at times it is applicable 
in Olam Hazzeh too.” He asked: “Can you 
cash-in Torah, Mitzvos, Chesed or any good 
deeds for direct recompense in this world?” 
I said: Not really (based on the concept of 
Schar Mitzva Behai Alma Leka). He smiled as 
he finally hit me with his punchline: “How is 
it fair that Hashem, who is all good, creates 
a world where you must follow the Torah, 
yet He refuses to reward your good deeds 
in this world? Is it fair to live 90-100 years 
in this world where your good actions may 

be unrewarded?” What a good question! 
But is this true? Can we get rewarded in 
this world? Can we cash-in Mitzvos with the 
intent of ‘receiving’ a more comfortable life? 
If you cannot, then how is this fair?

In this weeks’ Torah portion we read 
the following verse: “See, I (Hashem), 
place in front of you, today, blessings 
and curses.” There are two words that 
seem to be redundant.  Firstly, what is the 
word Re’eh-see-doing here? What are you 
seeing? Secondly, what is the word Hayom-
today-doing here? These two words seem 
superfluous, the Posuk would read just as 
fine in the following manner: “I (Hashem), 
am placing in front of you, blessings and 
curses.” Why Re’eh? Why Hayom? 

The Malbim offers an amazing explanation: 
“The reward and punishment (blessings and 
curses)…will be something that you will see 
with your own eyes…and not in the long 
term but rather now (today)!” The Malbim is 
essentially answering our friend-the secular 
Jew-from the plane: “Your actions are not 
going to go unnoticed in this world. The 

continued on next page
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1. When else in the year do we read Parshas Reah?
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“See,” says Moses to the 
people of Israel, “I place 
before you today a 

blessing and a curse”—the blessing 
that will come when they fulfill Gd’s 
commandments, and the curse if 
they abandon them. These should 
be proclaimed on Mount Gerizim and 
Mount Ebal when the people cross 
over into the Holy Land.

A Temple should be established 
in “the place that Gd will choose 
to make dwell His name there,” 
where the people should bring their 
sacrifices to Him; it is forbidden to 
make offerings to Gd in any other 
place. It is permitted to slaughter 
animals elsewhere, not as a sacrifice 
but to eat their meat; the blood (which 
in the Temple is poured upon the 
altar), however, may not be eaten.

A false prophet, or one who entices 
others to worship idols, should be 
put to death; an idolatrous city must 
be destroyed. The identifying signs 
for kosher animals and fish, and the 
list of non-kosher birds (first given in 
Leviticus 11), are repeated.

A tenth of all produce is to be eaten 
in Jerusalem, or else exchanged for 
money with which food is purchased 
and eaten there. In certain years this 
tithe is given to the poor instead. 
Firstborn cattle and sheep are to be 
offered in the Temple, and their meat 
eaten by the kohanim (priests).

The mitzvah of charity obligates a 
Jew to aid a needy fellow with a 
gift or loan. On the Sabbatical year 
(occurring every seventh year), 
all loans are to be forgiven. All 
indentured servants are to be set free 
after six years of service.

Our Parshah concludes with the laws 
of the three pilgrimage festivals—
Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot—when 
all should go to “see and be seen” 
before Gd in the Holy Temple.

reward and punishment system is primarily 
for this world. You don’t even have to cash-
in your Mitzvos, you will automatically 
become either blessed or cursed in this 
world, instantaneously.” 

But is this true? When was the last time 
that you saw a divine hand come down 
from Heaven to reward an individual for his 
good behaviour-Torah, Mitzvos, Chessed? 
How about a divine hand coming down 
from Heaven to punish an individual for 
misbehaving-not following the Torah? What 
does the Malbim mean?

 Â Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch and the 
Ibn Ezra offer us a tremendous insight by 
redefining the meaning of Brachah and 
K’lalah in a radical and revolutionary 
manner. The root for the word K’lalah 
comes from the word Kal-light. You 
refer to something being light when it 
is not carrying significant weight, when 
the object is not dense enough, when 
it is lacking. On the contrary, the word 
Brachah means to overflow. Something 
overflows when it is full, replete and 
filled to the top.  In short, Brachah means 
to overflow because you have so much, 
and K’lala means to be a lightweight 
because you have so little.

Rav Hirsch elaborates as follows. When 
a person embraces and adheres to a 
Torah lifestyle he becomes blessed tout de 
suite. Meaning, he automatically becomes 
content, fulfilled and satisfied because he 
is constantly living with objective meaning 
and purpose; he knows what his mission in 
life is and what is expected from him. His 
self-esteem increases dramatically. His 
life transcends to a whole dimension. On 
the contrary, when a person does not live 

according to the Torah he becomes Kal, 
light, he lacks objective meaning, loses his 
objective self-image, he lacks a raison d’être. 

When the Malbim explains that the 
reward and punishment is received 
instantaneously in this world, he means it 
literally. You can choose to live a life lacking 
objectivity, real meaning and purpose, and 
without an objective goal, mission and 
vision-and this is the biggest curse. Or you 
can choose a life full of genuine meaning 
and purpose, a sense of direction, constant 
motivation and aspiration, and with an 
objective goal, mission and vision-and this 
is the biggest blessing.

Hashem loves us. He constantly wants 
to shower us with blessings. He placed us 
in this world, and created a perfect system-
Torah and Mitzvos-that will make us feel 
emotionally, physically, psychologically 
and spiritually fulfilled. We become blessed, 
by embracing the ethos willed to us by 
our Father in Heaven, and by internalizing 
and incorporating the weltanschauung of 
the Torah, into our daily lives. The biggest 
reward is, to feel completely satisfied with 
your own life, knowing that what you 
do makes a difference, and that your life 
matters on an existential level. The Torah 
is inviting you to transform your modus 
vivendi into a blessing. Re’eh, pay attention, 
see for yourself, you can choose today, 
in this world, a life of blessing-purpose, 
sense of mission, fulfilment-or to the 
opposite-a life of emptiness, dullness and 
meaninglessness. The ability to become 
either a blessing or a curse, is in your own 
hands. Choose wisely!

continued from previous page
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A change of scenery [Part 2 of 2]
The principle of ‘shinuy mokom‘ - moving location when eating

Shinuy mokom – the principle which demands 
a new brochoh rishonoh when moving location, is 
as relevant when away from home, as when going 
about one’s daily life. In this section, we examine 
aspects of the laws of brochos which are equally 
relevant when at home. 

Not going anywhere
As discussed in the previous section, the validity 

of one’s brochoh rishonoh is terminated by a change 
of location – termed in halochoh as ‘bayis’ - house. 
The exact definition of the word is debated for these 
purposes – does it mean house or room? 

Highlighting how a stringent ruling on this 
matter would impose great limitations on one’s daily 
eating, Biur Halocho ruled one need not view a move 
from one room to the other as ‘shinuy mokom’. Biur 
Halocho did, however, add a stipulation that one rely 
on his lenient approach only if they intended to move 
from room to room whilst eating. This too does not 
pose a serious obstacle as contemporary poskim rule 
that since we tend to move from our place during 
eating, it can be assumed that we always intend to do 
so. Practically speaking, only on leaving the building 
need one make a new brochoh.

But even if one were to step out of the building, a 
new brochoh rishonoh is not necessarily mandated. 
Rav Shmuel Wosner zt”l is quoted as having ruled 
that this would only be necessary for one who moves 
from their house to the street; one’s own garden, 
although beyond the roof coverage, would be viewed 
as being a natural extension of one’s house. And, 
even if we are not to accept Rav Wosner’s psak, if one 
can still see their original location, a new brochoh is 
certainly not mandated.

The rules of shinuy mokom would however 
certainly apply when moving from one building to 
another or from a building to the street. In these 
cases, it is insufficient that one intended initially to 
make the move, nor would visibility of the original 
location be of any significance. Instead, a new 
brochoh must certainly be made.

Similarly, when outdoors and not located within 
the confines of a walled-in location, one’s brochoh 
rishonoh remains valid only if their original location 
remains in view. In these cases, intent to eat 
elsewhere would be insufficient.

One may rely on opinions who do not 
view a move from one room to the other 
or from the house to the garden as being 
subject to shinuy mokom. 

A move out of the building to the street 
necessitates a new brochoh.

Quick as a flash
Having read the previous sections, the reader 

should be able to reach his own conclusion with 
regards many cases of shinuy mokom. Consider 
the case of a man who is enjoying an apple and 
on hearing the doorbell ring steps out to welcome 
a guest. Remembering that fruit is a food which is 
subject to shinuy mokom, our friend is concerned 
that on leaving the house he will need to make a new 
brochoh. 

What could save him from the need for a new 
brochoh if he indeed were to leave the house? 
Would the momentary departure be viewed as 

‘shinuy mokom’?

A simple reading of the halochos indicates that 
this is indeed the case – and from the Mishna 
Berurah it would seem clear that even this brief lapse 
is sufficient to demand a new brochoh. Some point to 
the Oruch Hashulchan who took a more lenient view 
and ruled that momentary shinuy mokom does not 
require a new brochoh. 

To sidestep halachic doubt, momentary 
shinuy mokom should be avoided. If 
this is not possible make a brochoh 
acharonoh before stepping outside.

Where do I bench?
Ideally one should always make a brochoh before 

leaving the place in which they eat. In the case of 
birkas hamazon and al hamichya it is especially 
necessary – for these brochos, a return to the location 
is necessary if they inadvertently left. According to 
some, even al hagefen and al hapeiros enjoy this 
strict status. And although in practice one need 
make a return for al ho’eitz fruits, we would do well 
to be even more careful with regards leaving one’s 
location before bentsching. 

Where required to bentsch in their original 
location, one should ideally be in the same room as 
they ate or when outdoors within four amos cubits 
of the original location. However, where this is not 
possible, benching in a neighbouring room within 
the same room is also acceptable.

When out on the go it is inevitable that at times 
one forgets to bench for moving on to with their 
journey. Is one expected to return to their location in 
these cases? A combination of factors can determine 
whether this is necessary or not.

If by the time one manages to return to their 
original location, they will be hungry again, they 
should certainly bentsch in their new location. Let’s 
turn to a similar situation.

Don’t forget to bench
“On a picnic and it’s raining – can I go inside to 
continue the meal?”

“I’m in rushing for a flight, can I leave the lounge 
and bentsch on the flight”

The reader will by now be familiar with the fact 
that whereas for some foods a change in location will 
demand a new brochoh, in the case of other foods 
their brochoh can be transported to the new location. 
Nevertheless, halochoh instructs us to avoid a 
change of location wherever possible. 

Even in the case of an al hamichya food where 
one’s brochoh is still valid in the new location, one 
should not move from their original location without 
first bentsching. The primary concern in this matter 
is that one may get carried away and eventually 
forget to bentsch. But what should one do when they 
know that they will need to leave during their meal?

If when commencing the meal it is clear that 
they will need to move elsewhere, one should intend 
to eat in both locations. By intending this, one has 
halachically extended the area where their meal is 
happening; when he later leaves in accordance with 
his plans, he is viewed as moving within the same 
halachic area. Incidentally, this only works for al 
hamichya foods where the brochoh rishonoh is not 
lost due to the move.

If due to unforeseen circumstances, the need to 
move arises only once the meal has begun, one may 
leave where the intention is to perform a mitzvah. An 
example would be an impromptu invitation to join 
a sheva brochos, or where needed to join a minyan 
for davening. Similarly, if during the meal the need 
arose to source new foods for the meal - one would 
be permitted to make a quick visit to a local shop.

One who needs to leave a bread or al 
hamichya meal should bentsch before 
doing so. 

One may leave a meal if:

a. they intended to do so at the time 
when they washed OR 

b. a mitzvah need arose during the meal 
OR 

c. for a brief moment.

Rabbi Guttentag can be contacted at: 
rabbi.guttentag@federation.org.uk 
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3. Why the need to do so many destructive things to the idols found in Eretz Yisroel?

part 1 of 2
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WORDS ARE
NOT ENOUGH

I was once approached by a parent who was 
having problems with his six-year-old. I asked 
what he had tried before seeing me. He said that he 
would lecture his child and tell him in no uncertain 
terms that what he was doing was wrong. I asked 
him if this had helped when he, the parent, had 
been a child, and he said that it hadn’t. He also 
admitted that this approach wasn’t working with 
his child either. Why continue to do this? I asked. 
He said he didn’t know what else to do.

Of course we need to talk to our children. 
We use words all the time, speaking to even 
very young children, even infants. But we must 
remember that talking is not the primary way that 
we communicate our most important messages 
to our children. Because they are more emotional 
than adults, children react more readily to 
nonverbal messages.

This does not mean that we shouldn’t speak 
to our children. Certainly words are ultimately a 
primary way of communication, but even verbal 
communication has strong nonverbal components.

Rav Shlomo Wolbe, z”l, in a remarkable 
exposition on speech, refers to proper speech as 
a harp.1 Just as when someone plays a harp, a 
combination of many factors give the sound its 
proper resonance, so effective speech is made up 
of a combination of the words spoken, the emotion 
behind the words, and the character of the speaker. 
The emotions and the character of the speaker are 
powerful nonverbal components in maximizing 
the effectiveness of our speech.

If our words carry greater import when 
the nonverbal parts of speech are utilized in 
communication between adults, then certainly 
this is true when we speak to our children. It is 
important, therefore, to define the nonverbal parts 

of speech that can give impetus to our words. Let 
us mention the most important ones.

TONE OF VOICE
The Talmud tells us2 that the members of our 

household accept authority when words are spoken 
softly. A soft tone of voice suggests self-control, 
and people are more likely to follow someone 
who is in control of himself. A person may shout 
hysterically that he is in control of himself, but the 
nonverbal message is far more powerful, and it is 
the one that will leave its mark.

EYE CONTACT
Rav Yitzchok Hutner, zt”l, tells us that a 

person’s emotional reality is apparent in his eyes, 
as the saying goes, “The eyes are the window to 
the soul.”3 When we make eye contact, we are 
accessing the deepest recesses of the person. It 
is for this reason that a look into someone’s eyes 
is considered an emotional message, whether of 
love or hatred. Let us make soft, loving eye contact 
with our children when we speak to them. Not 
an unrelenting stare, but enough to transmit our 
nonverbal emotions to them.

TOUCH
The Vilna Gaon teaches us4 that touch is a 

primary means of transmitting emotion. When 
touch is coupled with earnest words, it has 
an enormous effect. Touch is so powerful an 
emotional tool that the Torah has placed special 
stress on where and how it can be used. This 
topic is beyond the scope of this work, but for our 
purpose, parents certainly need to be aware of the 
importance of harnessing the power of touch to 
communicate with their children.

With older children, if there is a strain in the 
relationship, touch must be used cautiously. It is 
very personal and could be considered invasive or 
aggressive if employed by someone to whom the 

child does not feel close.

How to 

COMMUNICATE  

with Your 
Kids

The 5 most important NONVERBAL ELEMENTS  in getting your  kids to listen

Rabbi Noach 
Orlowek

Amazing, isn’t it, the 
number of times we 
tell kids things and 

they just don’t seem 
to get it. They are our 

children, and therefore 
they must be brilliant, 

good-natured, and 
wonderful – so why 

don’t they listen? 
They seem to be 

able to listen and 
“get it” when their 

friends talk! Is there 
something wrong?

Yes, there is!

http://www.aish.com/f/p/48910362.html
http://www.aish.com/f/p/48910447.html
http://www.aish.com/authors/48865487.html
http://www.aish.com/authors/48865487.html
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SINCERITY
Before speaking with anyone, take the time 

to feel deeply what you are about to say. This 
is doubly true with children. This brings to 
mind the famous saying “Words that come 
from the heart enter the heart.”5

Children can sense very quickly how 
sincere you are. This has to do with your 
honesty, with how much you believe in what 
you are saying, and with the degree to which 
you are prepared to back up your words. The 
most eloquent words will be ineffectual if the 
child senses that you are not really ready to 
stand behind your words and enforce them 
or that you do not really believe in what you 
are saying. In either case, your words will 
be flouted with impunity; worse, you will be 
considered a hypocrite in the child’s eyes.

Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l,6 explained that 
we must be sincere and be true models of 
what we want our children to be based on 
God’s demand that we be a holy nation since 
He is holy. God is saying, so to speak, that I 
can demand holiness from you, because I 
Myself am holy.

Yes, sometimes we may fall short from 
what we aspire to be, but certainly we must 
be totally in line in our hearts, totally sincere, 
in what we say to our children. Otherwise, we 
are teaching them hypocrisy, and we are sure 
to eventually lose their respect. From there to 
losing them to the street is but a short step.

FACIAL EXPRESSION
The Prophet tells us that a person’s facial 

expression is a powerful guide to the emotions 
that are behind his words. It says, “The face 
testifies against them.”7 It is no coincidence 
that the Hebrew word for “face,” panim, is 
related to the Hebrew word penim, “inside,” for 
the face tells us what the person is thinking 
and feeling.

The Talmud teaches us that it is better to 
show another person “the white of your teeth” 
(i.e., give them a smile) than to give him a 
drink of milk.8 Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l, says9 

that this means that even when a person has 
come in from a long walk on a hot day, and he 
really needs a drink, a smile does more than a 
cold, refreshing glass of milk.

Young children are especially sensitive 
to our facial expressions, and they react to 
what they see on our faces long before they 
comprehend what we are saying to them. 
Children are emotional beings, and the sense 
of sight touches their emotions before they 
can even understand the words we're saying 
to them.

All this is a powerful argument for paying 
special attention to the nonverbal components 
that come with the words we utter.

It is told that Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, 
zt”l, avoided using a telephone for important 

conversations.10 The nonverbal parts of speech 
that we have mentioned are far more powerful 
in person than over the phone.

OTHER FACTORS
In addition to the five nonverbal elements 

just mentioned, there are other factors that 
can affect the success or failure of your 
communication with your child. They are 
also nonverbal and deeply influence how your 
words will be taken. For instance:

1. Be conscious of the setting. Our 
surroundings deeply affect what goes on in 
our heads. Just as a child is less likely to open 
up to a principal when he is seated on the 
other end of a huge mahogany desk than if the 
principal takes him out for pizza – or at least 
sits next to him on the same side of the desk 

– so would a parent do well to pay heed to the 
surroundings that he chooses when talking to 
a child.

Not only is the child affected by the location 
where the conversation is taking place – so 
is the parent. At home the parent is often 
distracted and can’t give the child full or 
continuous attention. This lack of attention is 
a deep nonverbal message. When a person is 
given full attention, the respect he is accorded 
encourages him to express his feelings more 
freely. If I feel respected, I feel hopeful that my 
words will be respected, and that encourages 
me to open up.

Also, the fact that the parent went through 
the trouble to go to a setting more conducive 
to communication sends a powerful message 
to the child. He realizes how important he is 
to the parent.

Take a child out when you need to speak 
about something sensitive. Turn off your 
cell phone; even better, make sure your child 
sees you turn it off. He needs to see that you 
consider the time with him important and you 
don’t want to be disturbed. Try to make the 
environment as relaxing and nonthreatening 
as possible. And remember, don’t save 
these kinds of encounters only for lectures; 
otherwise, the child will get uneasy just at the 
suggestion of a “little talk” outside the home.

A nine-year-old stole his aunt’s cell phone 
and then denied it. His mother, who enjoyed 
a generally good relationship with her child, 
drove to a place that was quiet and green. Then 
she began to cry. When her son asked what 
was wrong, she said she was hurt he had lied 
to her. The child, in those calm and beautiful 
surroundings, apologized and promised 
never to lie again. There is no question that 
if there had not been a good relationship in 

place, the tears and the environment would 
not have helped, but there is also no doubt 
that the serene surroundings contributed 
to an atmosphere that fostered openness 
and closeness.

2. Be calm, focused – and listen! It is 
important to put other matters out of your 
mind when you are talking to your child. This 
helps the child to relax and open up. It also 
lets you to see matters with more perspective. 
Thinking about stresses at work will not help 
you be patient as you discuss a behavioral 
issue with your child.

Cultivating calmness and focus also helps 
you be a better listener, which, ironically, is an 
enormous factor in good communication. The 
best way to be a good conversationalist is to 
be a good listener first! Listening is in itself a 
powerful, vital element in establishing a good 
relationship with a child. It is part of the effort 
that we make to show our children that we are 
trying to understand them. One of the greatest 
compliments that we can give our children is 
to make the sincere effort to understand them. 
Then there is a great hope that they will make 
the same effort.

TURNING IDEAS
INTO ACTION

Find ways to show your child – nonverbally – 
that you have heard and respected what he said. 
A couple of examples of nonverbal messages:

1. Ask the child about something she said to 
you yesterday or, better yet, some time before. 
It can be an idea the child stated or a worry or 
any other emotion that the child shared with 
you. Your remembering what she said sends 
a powerful nonverbal message that you hear 
and respect her.

2. Repeat to the child what he shared with 
you and how much you enjoyed or found 
meaningful what he told you.

1. Pelech HaShetikah V’Hahodayah (“The Art of Silence and 
Praise”), Elul 5739 (1979).

2. Gittin 6b; Shabbos 34a.

3. Rav Hutner cites this well-known aphorism in a letter 
published in Iggros U’Kesovim 136.

4. Chiddushei Aggados, Berachos 6a.

5. This phrase doesn’t appear in the Talmud but seems to be 
an application of the gemara in Berachos 6b: “Whoever 
has yiras Shamayim, his words are heard.” See Michlol 
HaMa’amarim V’Hapisgamim (Jerusalem: Mossad HaRav 
Kook, 1961), vol. 1, p. 502; see also Shirah Yisrael by Rav 
Moshe Ibn Ezra, p. 156, where this saying appears.

6. Derash Moshe, Kedoshim, p. 22.

7. Yeshayahu 3:9.

8. Kesubos 111b.

9. Sha’arei Orah, vol. 2, p. 105.

10. See Guardian of Jerusalem (ArtScroll History Series, 1983).

This has been excerpted from Turning Ideas into Action by Rabbi Noach Orlowek, published by ArtScroll/Mesorah 
Publications. It is one of 32 “mindsets” – short, Torah-based chapters, each dealing with an important aspect of our lives 
and self-development. Rabbi Orlowek is famed for his parenting classes, and his “Parenting Mindsets” are critical to 
anyone raising children in today’s fast-paced, often bewildering world.

A respected educator, author and speaker, Rabbi Orlowek taught for 16 years in Aish HaTorah Jerusalem, and is currently 
mashgiach in Yeshiva Torah Ore, Jerusalem. He is a well-known speaker and counselor, specializing in parenting, 
personal growth, and interpersonal issues. He is the author of My Child, My Disciple, My Disciple, My Child, Raising Roses 
among the Thorns, and Turning Ideas into Action.

http://www.aish.com/f/p/
http://www.artscroll.com/linker/aish/link/Books/tiiah.html
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Travelling [Part 2]
Upon Seeing 
Wondrous Sights

Chazal instituted several berachos to be recited 

upon seeing sights that show the beauty and power 

of Hashem’s works, provided that one has not seen 

them for 30 days.1 It is commendable to stand while 

reciting these berachos, but reciting them while 

sitting is also acceptable (l’chatchilah).2

Oceans, Seas, & Rivers

Q. Does one recite a beracha upon seeing 
oceans, seas, or rivers?

A. The basic laws of blessings upon seeing great 

bodies of water are as follows:

 Â Upon seeing an ocean, such as the Pacific 

or Atlantic Ocean, one says: עושה אתה...   ברוך 

.הים הגדול

 Â Upon seeing the Kineret and Dead Sea (Yam 

Hamelech), one says: מעשה עושה  אתה...   ברוך 

 Some poskim maintain that one does .בראשית

not recite a beracha in this case.

Mountains
 Â Upon seeing very high and unusual mountains, 

such as Mount Everest or the Swiss Alps, 

one recites:

 If one is unsure) 3.ברוך אתה ה'... עושה מעשה בראשית

about whether the mountains he is seeing are 

very high and unusual, one may recite the 

beracha without mentioning Hashem’s name.4)

 Â Many poskim maintain that one recites a beracha 

upon seeing Mount Hermon in Eretz Yisrael.

Q. If one sees these oceans or mountains at 
night, does he still recite the beracha?

A. If one is truly astonished by its beauty, one 

may recite the beracha.5 Similarly, one who sees 

them from an airplane window may recite the 

beracha if he is astonished by its beauty.

Q. Until when may one recite the beracha?

A. If one travels past the sea or mountain and did 

not recite the beracha when he saw it, he may still 

recite the beracha as long as he feels amazed by the 

sight he saw.6

Netilas Yadayim
Q. May one use a plastic or paper disposable 
cup to wash netilas yadayim for bread?

A. According to many poskim, a disposable cup 
is sufficient for netilas yadayim.7 Others, however, 
disagree and disqualify it from use for netilas 
yadayim.8 If one has no other choice, it is best 
to designate the cup from here on as the netilas 
yadayim cup and use the same one for that purpose.

 Â Drying one’s hands on his clothing causes one 
to forget his learning.9 

Q. Which water may be used for 
netilas yadayim?

A. Only clean water that is fit for a dog to drink 
may be used for netilas yadayim. Consequently, 
one may not use the water of a dirty lake for netilas 
yadayim.10 

 Â However, one may use the water of a dirty lake 
to dip his hands and recite the blessing, “Al 
Tevilas Yadayim”. If the water is clean, and he 
is dipping his hands because he has not cup, he 
may still recite the normal blessing, “Al Netilas 
Yadayim”.11

 Â If one has no other option, he may wash netilas 
yadayim in the bathroom.12 (In such a case, he 
should leave the bathroom with wet hands, 
recite the beracha outside the bathroom, and 
only then dry his hands.13)

Q. If one is in a place where there is no water, 
what should he do about netilas yadayim?

A. If one finds himself in a place with no water 
(if he is traveling, he is obligated to travel up to 72 
minutes in the direction he is traveling or 18 minutes 
out of his way, or if he is not traveling, he must travel 
up to 18 minutes to get water.), he may eat bread 
without washing, but only if he is very hungry (and 
there is no other food to satisfy him), and only if he 
wraps his hands in a towel or glove and is careful not 
to touch the food he is eating.

 Â If one has only a small amount of water, it is 
sufficient to wash his hands until his knuckles.

Feeding Animals
Q. Is one allowed to feed animals with food fit 
for humans?

A. Yes, although many poskim say that bread 
should not be thrown to animals.14 

Q. Must one was his hands with netilas 
yadayim after touching an impure animal?

A. No, one does not have to wash netilas 
yadayim.15

Church
Q. Is one permitted to enter a church 
while sightseeing?

A. No, one may not enter a church, even if it is for 
the purpose of sightseeing. However, one may enter 
adjacent buildings that are open for the public (e.g., 
washrooms), even if they are owned by the church. 
There is a dispute among the poskim if the same 
prohibition applies to entering a mosque.16

Q. Is one permitted to look at a church clock 
to see the time?

A. One may look at such a clock since it was 
made for passers-by and not specifically for avodah 
zarah.17

Cutting in Line
Q. Is there a real prohibition against 
cutting in line, such as a line waiting to pay 
at a supermarket?

A. Yes. According to many poskim, cutting 
in line is tantamount to stealing.18

Q. Is one permitted to hold a place in the line 
for a friend?

A. Yes. One may hold a place for a friend, but not 
for both himself and his friend.19

1  Gemara Berachos, the beginning of the ninth Perek. Shulchan Aruch 
224:13. 

2  Pri Megadim in his Introduction - 17.
3  Shulchan Aruch 228:1.
4  Rav Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a quoted in Vezos Habracha.
5  Rav Shlomo Zalman zt”l quoted in Halichos Shlomo Chapter 23:25.
6  Ibid.
7  Rav Wosner zt”l.
8  Rav Moshe in Iggros Moshe 3:39.
9  Mogen Avraham 158:13 in the name of a Tashbatz.
10  See Mishnah Berurah 160:38.
11  Shulchan Aruch 159:20, Mishnah Berurah 97.
12  Shut Minchas Yitzchok 4:60.
13  Chazon Ish Siman 24:25.
14  Mishnah Berurah 172:2.
15  Shulchan Aruch Harav 97:3.
16  See Titz Eliezer 14:91:4.
17  Shut Minchas Elazar 2:73.
18  Rav Elyashiv zt”l brought in “Other People’s Money” page 78.
19  Ibid.
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WHAT I LEARNT FROM THE FLORIST
Back in Ramat Beit Shemesh after an enjoyable Pesach in England, I went into our local florist to buy 
flowers l’kovod Shabbos kodesh. I asked him how Pesach was. “Baruch Hashem, he said, I’m already 
preparing for Shevuot.” I thanked him for his inadvertent mussar. This week’s sedra included the parsha 
of the moadim and include ideas that ought to always be on our minds.  

We must remember the day we came out 
of Egypt all the days of our life. We have to 
remember that Hashem redeemed us from 
bitter slavery on the condition that we accept 
His service. It was still a great deal because 
His service is a pleasant service. We gave 
our joyous and beautiful Shabbos as one 
example of the pleasant service we are now 
committed to.

Perhaps a hint can be found in the words 
of the Gemoro (Rosh Hashono 11a). “Someone 
who goes out in the month of Nissan and 
sees fruit trees beginning to blossom should 
say the following brocho. “Boruch…shelo 
chiser me’olomo dovor…lehonos bohem bnei 
odom.”  “Blessed……who did not leave the 
world lacking and created …beautiful trees 
to give pleasure to people?” In this brocho we 
emphasise Hashem’s great kindness. Why did 
He create peach, plum, cherry and other trees 
each with beautiful blossom and later with 
delicious fruit? Only to give us pleasure. When 
we think about Hashem’s kindness to us, we 

are inspired to follow in His ways and show 
kindness to others. This was Avrohom Ovinu’s 
leitmotif. He saw Hashem’s great kindness 
in the creation and followed His example by 
doing chessed to others.

We all know that during the days of Sefiras 
Ho’omer the pupils of Rebbe Akiva were 
punished because they did not show each 
other enough honour. In Chutz Lo’oretz this 
week the parshos of Tazria and Metzora will 
be read which according to Chazal illustrate 
the severe punishment given to those who 
speak loshon hora.  A thought occurred to 
me that Tazria and Metzora and all other 
double parshos hint at the concept of ‘loving 
our neighbour” because in halocho the two 
parshos are supposed to ‘share’ the seven 
obligatory aliyos, three and a half for each 
parsha. On top of all this the forty-nine sefiros 
which some people mention immediately after 
they have counted sefiras ho’omer begin with 
chesed. The first night is chesed shebechesed.  
From all this it would appear that our focus in 

these post-Pesach days should be mitzvos bein 
odom l’chaveiro, showing kindness to each 
other, giving honour to each other, showing 
sensitivity to somebody else’s feelings etc. 

The Mesilas Yeshorim, (Chapter 19), 
discussing Chassidus, explains that a vital 
element in chassidus is the efforts which we 
have to make on behalf of other people. He 
says “This is subdivided into three sections; 
physical, financial and emotional. In terms of 
physical help a person should try to lighten 
another person’s load in whatever way he can. 
If another person is at risk of being damaged 
and he can prevent that damage or remove 
it, he should exert himself to do so. In terms 
of financial help, chassidus requires one to 
help someone as much as he can and also 
he must try his best to prevent someone else 
from suffering financially. As it says in Pirkei 
Ovos, (2:12) “Let your fellow’s possessions 
be as dear to you as your own.” Concerning 
emotional help, we should do everything we 

We all are tourists & Hashem is our travel 
agent who already fixed all our  

Routes, Reservations & Destinations.
So Trust Him  

& Enjoy the “Trip”  
called LIFE...

continued on next page
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 ANSWERS
1. On the eighth day of Pesach, second day of Shavuos and on Shemini Atzeres.

2. The Rambam (Moreh, 3:45) brings three reasons: If the non Jews would know it’s 
location as place of shefa they would fight to get it; had the kenani inhabitants 
known that the Jews would go there, then they would have destroyed and ruined 
the place; had the shevotim known of this special place then there would have been 
arguments between them as to whom would get this portion of Eretz Yisroel for their 
tribe. Perhaps it can be added that even though the Beis Hamikdosh has a physical 
location, the Torah is telling us that it is really spiritual; above time and space. 

3. Perhaps it is coming to tell us the great danger of idols and the great lengths needed 
to distance ourselves from them. Besides for destroying the idols even after this we 
are required to make fun of their names. Because of not allowing these forms of 
worship, the Torah now continues and says what forms of worship are permissible 
in the form of the korbonous and the Beis Hamikdosh.

4. There are two types of Asheira trees. There is one where the tree is planted originally 
to serve in this capacity and therefore since the whole tree is bad in Parshas Re’eh 
(12:3) it says to burn it in fire. The less severe Asheira tree is one that has grown 
and then people decide to designate it to worship as an Asheira tree. The tree itself 
is not forbidden only any new additions, like leaves and fruit. It is such a tree that is 

described in Parshas Voeschanon (7:5) and we are told to cut it down. In Parshas 
Ki Sisa (34:13) where it says it should have “kores” done to it this is talking 
about both types of these Asheira trees and therefore uses the general description of 
kores that includes being cut down and destroyed.

5. Until now, the Jews were all together around the Mishkon and the shechita was 
usually done by the kohanim who are zerizim, swift and efficient. However, now in 
Parshas Re’eh it is talking about the time when the Jews would enter Eretz Yisroel 
and would spread out over the country. It was now permitted to slaughter away 
from the mishkon and now even ordinary Jews who are not zerizim would shecht. 
Therefore the command to shecht waits to appear in Sefer Devorim in Parshas Re’eh.

6. When an animal is slaughtered the blood comes out in different consistencies, 
colours and at different speeds. The first blood comes out slowly and starts being 
black in colour and then changes to red. This is known as התמצית  Then the .דם 
blood comes gushing out with force and sprinkles out in different directions. This 
is called דם הנפש. Then the blood returns similar to the previous state of דם התמצית 
slows down and trickles out. The first and last stage, eating this blood is punished 
with malkos, lashes. However, the middle stage, the blood that is associated with 
the animal’s living soul, is punishable with kores.
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can to boost our fellow man whether in terms 

of honour or any other matter which affects 

his emotional well-being. If there is anything 

he could do for his fellow, which would bring 

that person a sense of satisfaction, it is the 

imperative of chassidus to do so. Certainly he 

should not cause his fellow any form of anguish 

whatsoever through any possible means.”

We have opportunities to put these concepts 

into practice in our lives on a daily basis. Take 

the example of walking down the road when 

someone is coming the other way. I’m not 

talking about a main road where hundreds 

of people are walking in all directions. It is a 

side street and you are approaching this other 

person. A pleasant “Good Morning” or “Good 

Afternoon” can be a major boost to the other 

person’s morale and to yours as well when the 

other person responds, as they nearly always 

do. How can a Jew pass a fellow Jew in the 

same way he walks past a lamp-post? Greeting 

a non-Jew is also an easy way to promote good 

relations with our fellow citizens. During my 

recent visit to London I greeted Jews and 

non-Jews frequently and invariably received a 

pleasant response.

One morning I was walking to shul when a 

middle-aged non-Jewish lady came out of her 

gate, leading a little dog which was wearing a 

coat. On the coat was written “Blind.” You may 

have seen this lady and her dog yourself. I said 

“Good Morning” to her and she responded 

with a “Good Morning” to me. I asked if the 

dog is really blind. She told me that the dog 

is indeed blind. She explained that as the 

weather is getting warmer, the dog won’t be 

wearing the coat for much longer. Then she 

looked at me and said the following words. 

“Thank you for greeting me. No Jew has ever 

greeted me before.” I said that I was sorry to 

hear that and continued on my way to shul. 

Her words are still reverberating round my 

mind. Here is a lady who lives in the heart of a 

Jewish neighbourhood, in fact very near a big 

shul, and no-one has ever said hello to her? 

I understand that some men may consider it 

inappropriate and children should not speak 

to strangers but none of our ladies has ever 

greeted this poor woman who I surmise is 

a widow and all she has to do is dote on her 

dog? Of course everyone is very busy thinking 

of innumerable things they have to do but if 

we could make just the small effort of smiling 

and greeting someone else we could be giving 

much pleasure to others and ourselves and 

making a kiddush Hashem at the same time.

I once learnt something important from the 

late Reb Moishe Schwab zt”l.  I was a bachur 

in Gateshead Yeshiva and after Shacharis 

went into the small hanhala room at the side 

of the Beis Hamedrash. Men of my age who 

learnt in Gateshead yeshiva will remember 

it. He was talking to a baalabos from the 

Gateshead kehila and when Reb Moishe 

zt”l saw me he said to me that he wants to 

introduce me to one of Gateshead’s choshuva 

baalabatim- Mr … I could see how this man’s 

face lit up at being described so generously 

by Reb Moishe zt”l. even in front of a young 

bachur like myself. I learnt from this that when 

we introduce two people to each other, it is a 

wonderful opportunity to honour them in the 

other’s eyes and their own. One quickly thinks 

of a good characteristic or achievement of the 

people concerned and mentions it even with 

a touch of exaggeration. These people may 

never meet again but their self-respect has 

shot up. They may try to play down what was 

said but, believe me, they enjoy the kovod they 

were given and live on it in the future. This is 

a beautiful example of the Mesilas Yeshorim’s 

words about giving people koras ruach — self-

satisfaction and honour as a form of bein odom 

l’chaveiro. I have done this many times and it 

has always been a very effective way of giving 

simcha to another person. 

There is an enormous amount of chessed 

done in our communities by men and women.

Nevertheless I wanted to share a couple of 

areas which we can maybe focus on during 

these weeks which, as I said above, have the 

theme of mitzvos bein odom lechaveiro. Isn’t 

that what the florist said — to start preparing 

for Shevuos? Have a healthy summer. 

continued from previous page
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