
Parshas Noach – ארור כנען 

Unstoppable Brocho 

What did כנען  do wrong, that Noach cursed him? It was his father, חם, who acted so brazenly. 

Yet, from the start, חם is referred to as חם אבי כנען, as if the root of Cham’s behavior was related 

to his being the father of כנען. Besides, כנען  was the youngest of four sons. Why was he most 

notable when it came to condemning חם or any of his offspring to being the most cursed race?  

Chazal teach us that חם didn’t just disrespect Noach by leering at his nakedness. He actually 

castrated Noach in order to make sure Noach would not have additional children who would 

lessen the inheritance of Noach’s three existing progeny and to eliminate any potential challenge 

in a power struggle. To Noach, חם was the father of four. Something he would never be. The 

curse for Cham’s wickedness shall therefore be on that fourth son. Still, why not a קללה on חם 

himself, the actual perpetrator? The Medrash explains that חם, like all the others that survived in 

the תיבה, received Hashem’s קללה .ויברך אלוקים את נח ואת בניו –  ברכה  cannot have any effect on 

that which has received the Brocho of Hashem. 

We work very hard to sustain ourselves and our families. We have to carefully budget our income 

to cover the endless expenses of feeding a family and maintaining a household. Such is the fate 

of mankind, in the wake of the קללה  that Adam HaRishon was cursed with, after the sin of the 

 When it comes to Shabbos though, Chazal urge us to go all out, sparing .בזעת אפיך תאכל לחם – נחש

no expense, to honor Shabbos with every delight, לכבוד שבת קודש. We needn’t concern ourselves 

about straining our budget when it comes to Shabbos.  כל מזונותיו של אדם קצובין לו מראש השנה חוץ

 Our income for the year is set on Rosh HaShanah. No .מהוצאת שבת ויו"ט והוצאת בניו לתלמוד תורה

matter what we do and how much we try, it’s the Ribono shel Olam who writes the check. That 

preset income does not include Shabbos, though. Shabbos, Yomtov and S’char Limud will not 

put a dent in the balance sheet. Why was Shabbos spared from the קללה  that turned all the other 

six days into the relentless work week? Why isn’t Shabbos also subject to whatever measure of 

frugality we may have adopted, to get us through the rest of the week? R’ Yaakov Galinsky zt”l 

quoted the Sefer Siach Yitzchok, that Shabbos, like Noach and his sons, was Bentched by the 

Eibishter – ויברך אלוקים את יום השביעי. And so, as the Medrash stated, there can be no קללה, where 

there is Hashem’s Brocho. 

A Kollel Yungerman sought R’ Reuven Feinstein’s advice. He found his economic condition 

unsustainable. His growing family and ever-increasing expenses made it impossible to continue 

in Kollel. Perhaps it was time to leave the Yeshiva and seek employment. The Rosh Yeshiva 

shlit”a asked him if he invited Yeshiva Bachurim for Shabbos meals, as other Kollel families liked 

to do. He replied that he did from time to time. R’ Reuven encouraged him to start inviting 

Bachurim regularly, several Bachurim at a time. He should go all out to buy good food and plenty 

of it in honor of Shabbos and generously ply his guests, who would certainly appreciate a good 

meal, with an array of Shabbos delights. He needn’t be concerned of the expense, as it was all 

 There would be plenty of leftovers, from which he and his family could enjoy full .לכבוד שבת קודש

meals over the course of the week. This way, he would save on the burgeoning expense of 

feeding his family. It was all paid for from Shabbos’s unlimited line of credit, as Chazal promised. 



No sooner did he start following the Rosh Yeshivah’s advice, and he saw an amazing turnaround 

in his financial situation. 

R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit”a, recently offered a novel interpretation to a well-known Mishna, that 

bears out what R’ Reuven counsels. טרך לבריותעשה שבתך חול ואל תצ . The classic explanation is, 

that it’s never a good idea to have to manage by depending on other people’s generosity. Get by 

with whatever you can muster on your own, even if it means living on such a shoestring budget, 

that your Shabbos Seudos are as simple and ordinary as the weekday fare. How does this Mishna 

jive with the Chazal we quoted? This is what the Mishna really means, says R’ Chaim.  עשה שבתך

 Turn your Shabbos into the purveyor of your weekday needs. “Koif Ein” – buy whatever you –  חול

like, unstintingly. Your needs of the ימי חול will be taken care of from the leftovers of Shabbos.  ואל

 of חשבון You won’t need to depend on the kindness of others, since it was on the –  תצטרך לבריות

Shabbos and not a drain on your finances. 

Clothe your family with Shabbos finery and buy your wife a beautiful bouquet. Fill your shelves 

with Shabbos delights and set your Shabbos table regally. All in honor of Shabbos. Come to the 

Shabbos table like a מלך and count on the unstoppable Brocho of Shabbos. חשבו עם הקונה  – 

Calculate your expenses with the Creator, לשלם אכול והותר  – so that He will pay for the food and 

leave you plenty extra. בטחו בי אמוני  – Rely on Me, My faithful ones. ועדנו מעדני  - Delight in My 

most enjoyable foods, 'כי שבת היום לה. (Zemiros L’Yom Shabbos) 

Have a wonderful Shabbos of Birchas Hashem and a Gebenshteh Chodesh, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Thursday, Parshas Noach- 29 Tishrei, Erev Rosh Chodesh 

Shimon Hatzadik of the Anshei Knesset Hagedola, ending the era of Neviim and ushering in the 

Tekufah of The Tannaim, 313 BCE. 

 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Noach – 1 Cheshvan 

 Rav Yisrael S(ha)pira, the Bluzhover Rebbe (1989). A grandson of the Bnei Yissoschar, Rav 

Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov. One of the most venerated Rabbonim of post-war 

generation. His war-time stories of survival and Yiras Shomayim are epic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, Parshas Lech Lecha - 3 Cheshvan 

 Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin (1850). Born to Reb Shalom, the Rebbe of Prohibisht (who was a son of 

Reb Avraham HaMalach, the son of the Maggid of 

Mezerich). He was engaged to the daughter of the Rav 

of Berditchev at the age of seven; six years later, the 

chasuna took place. When Reb Yisrael turned sixteen his 

older brother, Reb Avraham (who had succeeded their 

father), was niftar, leaving no children. He was then 

succeeded by Reb Yisrael. When word reached the 

Rebbe that the Russian Czar intended to build a big 

church in the Old City of Yerushalayim, the Rebbe 

summoned Reb Nisan Bak who lived in Yerushalayim. Reb Nisan arrived there a few days ahead 

of the Russians and succeeded in buying the plot of land. The Czar was forced to buy a different 

plot of land, known today as the Russian Compound. The shul was known as the "Reb Nisan Bak 

Shul" and stood until 1948 when it was destroyed by the Arabs. Plans were recently finalized for 

this magnificent edifice to be rebuilt and restored to its former glory. Following the orders of the 

Czar, the Rebbe was locked up in the Kiev dungeons. The Rebbe spent 22 months locked in a 

small dark and damp cellar. A few days after the Rebbe was freed he fled Russia and settled in 

the town of Sadiger. The Rebbe's derech was carried on through his six sons. The Rebbe's oldest 

son, Reb Shalom Yosef, was niftar less than a year after his father and was succeeded by his 

son Reb Yitzchak, who became the first Bohusher Rebbe. The Ruzhiner's second son, Reb 

Avraham Yaakov, took his father's place in Sadiger. He had two sons, the eldest, Reb Yitzchak, 

was the first Boyaner Rebbe and the younger son, Reb Yisrael, was rebbe in Sadiger. The third 

son of the Ruzhiner was Reb Dov Ber who was rebbe in Lieov and the fourth son, Reb Menachem 

Nachum, was rebbe in Sthefanesht. The fifth son was Reb Dovid Moshe, the Chortkover Rebbe, 

and the sixth son was Reb Mordechai Shraga, the Husyatiner Rebbe. The Ruzhiner also had four 

daughters. The third daughter, Miriam, was married to Reb Menachem Mendel of Vishnitz, 

founder of the Vishnitzer dynasty.  

 HaRav Don Ungarischer (2011) was born on 22 Teves 5683 (1923) to R' Yerachmiel Hy"d and 

his mother Hy"din Vienna. As a boy he studied at a local cheder, Talmud 

Torah Yesodei HaTorah, under HaRav Noach Padwa, later of London. 

HaRav Shmuel Halevi Wosner shlita attended the same cheder, and 

would regularly make note of the deceased's depth of comprehension. 

When the war began, R' Yerachmiel sent his son to the U.S., thereby 

saving his life. Upon arriving in the U.S. he stayed at the home of the 

Rav of Chelm, who had known his father and watched over the young 

man closely, enrolling him at Yeshivas Torah Vodaas. Just one day 

before his passing, HaRav Ungarischer remarked that he owes his Torah life to the Chelmer Rav 

for placing him at the yeshiva. 

The rosh yeshiva, HaRav Shlomo Heiman, formed a close bond with three young men — HaRav 

Ungarischer, HaRav Eliyohu Moshe Shisgall and ylct"a HaRav Yitzchok Scheiner — who he felt 

were destined to illuminate the Torah world. 



Ever since his arrival at the yeshiva, his whole life was devoted to Torah. After several years 

HaRav Ungarischer once asked HaRav Heiman if he could propose chiddushim. "All of your 

thoughts follow the proper path of Torah," said HaRav Heiman, later entrusting his writings to 

HaRav Ungarischer, who eventually passed them on to HaRav Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz shlita, 

himself a former talmid of HaRav Heiman in Vilna. 

Before he passed away, HaRav Heiman proposed a match between his talmid muvhok, HaRav 

Ungarischer, and the daughter of HaRav Reuven Grozovsky, Esther, and the two were actually 

married after his passing, in 5706 (1946). When HaRav Heiman passed away, HaRav Shraga 

Feivel Mendelovitz proposed that HaRav Reuven Grozovsky serve as rosh yeshiva of Yeshivas 

Torah Vodaas, establishing a branch in Monsey comprised of select avreichim and known as Beis 

Medrash Elyon. 

When Yeshivas Beis Medrash Elyon opened in Monsey, which at the time was a rural area 

isolated from any sort of Jewish population center, HaRav Reuven served as head of both 

yeshivas. From Monday through Thursday he taught at Torah Vodaas, while the rest of the week 

he devoted to Beis Medrash Elyon. 

HaRav Grozovsky, immediately following the wedding, proposed that his new son-in-law join 

HaRav Mendelovitz in Monsey. After HaRav Grozovsky suffered a heart attack in 5711 (1951), 

HaRav Ungarischer started giving shiurim to the kollel members. In 5717 (1957) he was officially 

appointed rosh yeshiva. 

From 5717 (1957) until his histalkus he gave shiurim kloli'im every day. Even after decades he 

would study the sugyos as if learning them for the first time, creating new approaches each time. 

He spent years poring over his father-in-law's writings, which he eventually published in three 

volumes. 

In 5758 (1998) he started Yeshivas Beis Medrash Elyon in Bnei Brak, appointing his son HaRav 

Yerachmiel as rosh yeshiva. He helped arrange the yeshiva's funding and would 

delivershiurim there whenever he came to visit in Eretz Yisroel. 

 

 

 Maran Ovadia Yosef (2014) Born in 1920 in Baghdad, Iraq to Rabbi Yaakov and G'orgia Ovadia, 

Hacham Ovadia Yosef emigrated with his family to Jerusalem at age 

four. As a teenager he attended Porat Yosef Yeshiva. He was ordained 

by his 21st birthday and married Margalit Fattal when he was 24. (She 

passed in 1994 after raising 11 children together.) 

In 1947 Hacham Ovadia was asked to come to Cairo, Egypt to serve as 

a teacher and on the Beit Din (religious court). In 1949, he moved back 

to what had by then become the current State of Israel and continued his 

studies while serving in the Beit Din of Petah Tikva. He also published 

the first of his set of books Chazon Ovadia and Yabia Omer during this 

time. 

Between 1958 and 1965 he served on the Jerusalem Beit Din, until he 

moved to the Supreme Religious Court where he served until 1968, when he was chosen as the 

Chief Sephardic Rabbi of Tel Aviv. This continued until 1973, when Hacham Ovadia was selected 

as the Chief Sephardic Rabbi of Israel. 



In 1984, Hacham Ovadia started the Shas political party, currently the fourth largest party in the 

Knesset. 

Destined for Greatness 

In the Porat Yosef Yeshiva, a young student suddenly went missing. The staff was clueless as to 

this student’s whereabouts. After several days, the famed Rosh Yeshiva, Hacham Ezra Attiya 

(1885-1970) one of the greatest Torah scholars in the 20th century in the Sephardic world (his 

students included Hacham Ben Tzion Abba Shaul, Rav Kaduri, and more) became very 

concerned and decided to pay a visit to the student’s home. 

When Hacham Attiya spoke to the father, the father explained that the family business was a 

small grocery store and he needed the help of his son as a delivery boy. The Hacham attempted 

to convince the father of the importance of Torah study, and tried to find a solution to the 

manpower issue, but it was to no avail. The father would not budge. 

The next morning when the father went to the store, he was shocked to find Hacham Attiya, the 

Rosh Yeshiva himself, standing outside the store in work clothes. When questioned by the father 

he replied, “Your son’s learning is unquestionably more important than mine and you are 

murdering the Gadol (great rabbi) of the next generation. So I will be your delivery boy in his 

place. Just send your son back to yeshiva!" 

The father understood the seriousness of the Rabbi and sent his son back to the study halls. This 

boy turned out to be Hacham Ovadia Yosef z"l. 

Torah Prodigy 

Hacham Ovadia is perhaps most known for his scope of knowledge, as can be seen by his 

responsa in Jewish Law. In a typical responsa, he may quote over 50 sources on a given topic. I 

merited to frequent his home and pray with him. There were no walls or wallpaper, but only 

thousands of sefarim (Torah books) organized in a specific order. Every so often I would pick up 

one and look inside, only to find that on any given book you could not go three pages or so without 

his handwritten commentary on the topic. 

Once a guest walked in and asked,“Rabbi I heard that you have a photographic memory. Is that 

true? Do you know all of these books by heart?” 

Those around in the room challenged him to try to stump the Rabbi. “Pick anyone of the thousands 

of books, start a line, and Hacham Ovadia will finish it,” they said. 

As the man reached towards the set of Shas (Talmud), everyone around started to smile. “You 

might want to try something not so easy,” they said. 

His son, Hacham Daveed Yosef shlit”a, once told me in the name of his father, “He wishes that 

everyone would know that his mastery of Torah is not only due to being a prodigy but also to his 

tireless effort and toiling in Torah. One morning his kids noticed a very peculiar action: Hacham 

Ovadia woke up in a blaze, ran towards the sink to wash his hands, recited Birkat 

HaTorah (blessings recited before learning Torah) and rushed to look at a responsa of the Rivash. 

The children were very curious for an explanation. “We know that you have a love of Torah,” they 

said, “but what is the urgency?” 

He replied that the night before he was toiling to understand two seemingly contradictory 

statements by the Rivash that seemed unresolvable. After thinking about the issue for a while, he 

resolved the contradiction. “In my sleep,” continued Hacham Ovadia, “the Rivash appeared to me 

in a dream and stated, ‘You have indeed understood my intentions, there is no contradiction in 



my two statements. It is all clarified in another source that I have written.’ Upon waking up I went 

to check the source he mentioned and indeed it was there.” 

 

Unquenchable Thirst 

Hacham Ovadia Yosef had a thirst for Torah that is an example to all of us. Early one morning, 

his son woke up to finding his father lying on the floor studying. Alarmed, he asked his father, 

“Why is the Rav on the floor?” 

Hacham Ovadia replied, “I woke up early to learn, climbed on a ladder to get a book and fell on 

the ground. I tried calling for help, but it was too painful and no one heeded my call, so instead of 

lying on the floor and simply writhing in pain and wasting time, I grabbed the sefer I could reach 

and decided to learn.” It was later discovered that he had broken a bone in his back that required 

surgery. 

His Heart was with the People 

Around ten years ago, Hacham Ovadia suffered his first heart attack and he was rushed to the 

hospital. The doctors decided that they needed to perform surgery immediately. Hacham Ovadia 

pleaded to postpone the surgery for three hours and be taken home. Rabbi Aryeh Deri was caught 

off-guard by the request and tried to convince the Rabbi not to wait. After the postponed surgery, 

Hacham Ovadia revealed his reasoning: While at home he had been in the middle of writing a 

responsa for an aguna (a woman where it is not clear if she is still considered married according 

to Jewish Law) and due to the heart attack, he could not finish it. “I might not come out alive from 

this surgery and then what will be of this poor woman? She will be stuck for the rest of her life, 

unable to remarry. I had to finish the responsa before the surgery.” 

Yet the uniqueness of Hacham Ovadia goes beyond his brilliance and compassion. There was 

something else that he possessed that made him truly irreplaceable; he was the Commander-in-

Chief of the Worldwide Torah Community. No matter what facet of Jewish Life was concerned, 

he was the one everyone went to. 

Hacham Ovadia had the unique ability of not only being able to speak on the level of the wisest 

of the generation, but he could also reach out to the common folk. He made time for everyone, 

and everyone relied upon him for Torah wisdom. From Menachem Begin, who sought his counsel 

before returning the Sinai Desert to Egypt, to the Prime Ministers and Presidents of current day 

that sought his counsel before making major decisions, it was common sight to see the street 

being blocked off because a high ranking official has come to seek advice and blessing from the 

Rabbi. 

As a resident of Har Nof, I merited to live on the same block as the Torah Sage, and was 

accustomed to this, as well as seeing many non-religious Israelis blocking the street because they 

had come to have Hacham Ovadia be the sandak of their son’s brit mila. 

It is not a wonder that an estimated 850,000 to 1 million people attended his funeral, with another 

200,000 stuck outside the city of Jerusalem that had been shutdown due to all traffic (the largest 

funeral in Israel’s history). From Jews with no background that attended his thousands of classes, 

to Judges of the Jewish Supreme Court that brought before him cases that they could not resolve, 

nearly 15% of the population of the State of Israel came to pay their respects. (Rabbi Chaim Levy) 

 

 

 



Tuesday, Parshas Lech Lecha - 4 Cheshvan 

Rav Kalonimus Kalman Shapira, Piasetsna Rebbe, author of Chovas Hatalmidim and Aish 

Kodesh (1944). His father, Rav Elimelech of Grodzisk, was a direct 

descendant of the Magid of Kozhnitz and of the "Noam Elimelech" of 

Lizhensk. He was named Kalonimus Kalman after his maternal 

grandfather, the Maor Vashemesh. In 1905, Rav Kalonimus Kalman 

married Rachel Chaya Miriam, the daughter of Rav Yerachmiel Moshe of 

Kozhnitz. She helped him prepare his drashas and seforim, even adding 

pertinent insights of her own. His works and his guidance showed clear 

insight and clarity in Chinuch and psychology. After the Warsaw Ghetto 

uprising was crushed in Nissan 1943, Rav Klonimus Kalmish was taken to Treblinka and met his 

death there on 4 Cheshvan, 1944.  

Thursday, Parshas Lech Lecha – 6 Cheshvan  

Rav Yehuda HaChosid, founder of the Churva shul in Yerushalayim (1700) 

 

Thursday Night, Parshas Lech Lecha-7 Cheshvan  

Eretz Yisroel begins saying “V’tein Tal U’Matar” Thursday night. Visitors to Eretz Yisroel from 

Chutz L’Aretz continue to say “V’Tein Bracha” in Bareich Aleinu and say “V’tein Tal U’Matar” in 

Shma Koleinu. 

 

Subscription to the weekly Timely Messages Dvar Torah/L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac at 

www.parshasheets.com and available for download at timelymessagesweekly@gmail.com   

 

Welcome to another year of Timely Messages from the weekly Parsha, bez"h, with the hope that 

our readers will find inspiration and meaning in the timeless words of Torah HaKedosha. Please 

feel free to share and introduce others who may benefit. We ask for your support through 

sponsorships as a zechus or in honor of your loved ones. Many hours every week, are devoted 

to preparing, writing and editing the weekly offerings, often setting aside other pressing and 

important matters.  We hope very soon to publish the collected Divrei Torah of TimelyMessages 

as a Sefer. Your support will be very much appreciated. Thank you.   

A gut gebenshted yur, yisroel kleinman 
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