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Watch out for those eyes. They will get you in trouble. 
Or maybe they will save your life.

Chazal have taught that a blind person is as if dead. And a 
sighted person who uses his eyes to look at the wrong things 
may well wind up “killing himself” spiritually. One of the 
great and important spiritual skills a person can acquire is to 
learn to control the natural and very human inclination to look 
where one shouldn’t. What the eyes see the “heart” wants, and 
the mind and body follow.

And the eyes can be used to safeguard, to heal and repair 
the spirit as well. Looking upon the face of a tzadik can affect, 
and inspire profoundly. Looking at words of Torah render the 
eyes a portal through which Godliness enters one’s being. 
Looking at loved ones can inspire someone to great heights of 
dedication and selflessness. Looking in the mirror -- honestly 
-- can lead to profound introspection and resolve.

Well-meaning people bless each other all the time, and 
that’s a wonderful thing. They bless each other with the good 
things in life, and that is certainly good. But we also know that 
only the Ribbono Shel Olam really knows what’s good for 
any of us, what we need, what’s really blessing for us. 

Think of the people whose lives have been ruined by 
winning the lottery. Think of the people who had the commuter 
bus slam shut in their faces, and, angry, frustrated and tense, 
they arrived late for that important meeting at the World Trade 
Center on 9/11 -- and thereby survived to tell the tale. The 
mysteries of hashgacha pratis are endless. We cannot see the 
big picture. What is truly blessing for us is known only to 
God, and that is what we pray for. 

Thus, in Bircas Kohanim (Naso, 6:23-27), it is specifically 
and only God who bestows the blessing, not the Kohanim. 
(Ksav Sofer). And David Hamelech prays (Tehillim 23) ach 
tov v’chesed yirdifuni, that tov and chesed  will pursue him. 
Who runs away from tov  and chesed that they should have 
to pursue him? Someone who, as a limited mortal, does not 
know what is really in his best interest. David prays, and we 
with him,  that should he (we) unwittingly flee what God 
determines is best for him (us),  that it indeed pursue him (us).

But there is another dimension in Bircas Kohanim in 
which the eyes play a key role, although unmentioned in the 
literal text of the bracha.  

Kosnos Ohr, quoted in Ma’ayana Shel Torah, refers to 
a Zohar regarding the Tzitz Hazahav  worn on the forehead 
of the Kohen Gadol, upon which was inscribed the Name of 
God.  

The Zohar states that the letters of the Name on the Tzitz 
would sparkle and shine, and whoever would look upon it 

would be seized with awe and fear of Heaven. Awareness of 
God would penetrate that person, through the portal of the 
eyes, and into their very soul. Their heart would break, as it 
were, with awareness of God, they would become complete 
ba’alei t’shuvah, and they would be forgiven their sins. Thus, 
because of ya’eir Hashem Panav eilecha, because Hashem 
lit up His Name for you, your resultant t’shuva brought about 
Yisa  Hashem Panav eilecha v’yasem l’cha shalom.

And so a true story, related to me by someone who heard 
it from a witness:

The story really starts with the sad history of those Jews 
who, since time immemorial, are somehow blind to the truth 
and the beauty of their own Mesorah, and look everywhere 
but to Judaism for the “truth” that they seek. The Maccabean 
uprising started not just with the slaying of the cruel Greek 
officer who urged upon the Jews the sacrifice of a swine 
for avodah zarah, but of the Jew who was enthusiastically 
accommodating him. Those “wicked sons” of the Jewish 
people have made their appearance at various times and in 
various guises. 

In more recent history, the age of “isms” saw multitudes 
of young Jews turn to every “ism” but Judaism for the 
answers to the challenges of civilization in general, and “the 
Jewish Question” in particular. One of those was Zionism 
(which was moreshes avos) wedded to “scientific socialism” 
(an alien philosophy), which resulted in a kind of militantly 
secular Zionism that offered its ideology not as an expression 
of true Judaism, but as a kind of successor religion to it. The 
insistence upon the secularism was tragic and pathetic. The 
militancy, however, was at times criminal.

The zealotry of some of the converts to this ideology led 
not only to hatred of fellow Jews, but to some very bad acts 
indeed. Of course, the perpetrators saw their actions as noble. 
That such a thing is possible can be seen from the actions of 
the cadre of Jewish Communist zealots in the early days of 
the Soviet, who undertook, in the name of their new secular 
messianic movement, to stamp out the reactionary influence 
of traditional Judaism, and who, knowing just whom and what 
to target, served their communist masters well in destroying 
Jewish life in Russia far more effectively and quickly than 
non Jews alone would have been able to.

And so our story begins with a story. It was told at a 
wedding in Israel in recent times. The grandfather, classic 
Yemenite face framed by his white beard and classic Yemenite 
simanim, his long, curled peyos, is the very image of the 
hadras panim of a Jew. 

The patriarch of his large family, the grandfather relates 

Yerucham Reich
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how, as a youth in 1949, in Operation Magic Carpet, along 
with many thousands of others, he had trekked through the 
desert and much danger to be airlifted to the new State of 
Israel. 

These pure souls expected to find the Mashiach when 
they arrived. Instead, many found a militantly secular socialist 
bureaucracy bent on secularizing these “primitive” new 
arrivals. You can’t build a proper scientific socialist state with 
so many thousands of immigrants mired in their backward 
religious beliefs, looking for Mashiach with their simanim 
waving in the breeze. And besides, by sheer numbers, they 
may turn those same socialists, who held all political and 
economic power “by right”, out of office. 

And so immigrant youth, particularly Sephardi immigrant 
youth, and especially Yemenite immigrant youth, were 
targeted for re-education. The first thing that had to go were the 
simanim, worn proudly by so many generations of Yemenite 
Jews in the face of Muslim pressure and discrimination. 
Nobody in Israel wears peyot, they were told. Nobody 
keeps Shabbos in the old fashioned way here, nobody is too 
particular about kashrut in modern, hygienic Israel, except for 
a few backward holdouts. That was all necessary in the  galut, 
they were told. Here, we’re all Jewish. It’s not necessary here. 
We’re building the New Jew in the New Israel. You will be 
part of it! How wonderful! How exciting!

To ensure that the lesson be taught under the most 
advantageous circumstances, many of these youth were sent 
to secular kibbutzim and settlements to isolate them for the 
indoctrination. 

By the thousands, these victimized youth were transformed 
and modernized into the “New Jew”. Their grandchildren can 
be seen today on street corners all over Israel. You know what 
they look like. Hashem Y’rachem.

A group of fourteen teenage boys, the grandfather relates, 
was sent to a leftist kibbutz for proper integration into Israeli 
society: i.e., for reprogramming. Confused, disconcerted, 
disoriented, cut off from their families, they were being “re-
educated”.This was not the Israel, the Promised Land, the 
land of Torah that they expected to find.

Meanwhile, word had reached one of the great leaders of the 
Ashkenazi Torah world in Bnei Brak that a group of Yemenite 
boys was brought to that kibbutz for “reprogramming”. He 
asked two of his young talmidim to go there and see what they 
could do. They went but were not allowed in to the kibbutz. 
Stymied at the gate, they tried getting in some other way. They 
were caught, and could not get in. 

They traveled back to Bnei Brak and reported their failure 

to their rebbe. At least you tried, he told them, and the effort 
itself is valuable.

Just how valuable it actually was, he could not know. For 
those fourteen boys actually saw them in the distance, held 
back at the gate. “Look! Look!” they called to each other. 
“Look! Open your eyes! Young Jews in Jewish garb, with 
peyot! The Torah is alive in Israel!”

They came to realize that they were being subjected to 
false propaganda, and they held fast. 

“Every one of those fourteen boys remained true to the 
Torah. Every one of them has lived his life with his simanim 
on his face. Every one of them has raised generations of Torah 
Jews. Those two boys who came to help thought they failed. 
But they succeeded beyond every expectation, because all it 
took, in the end, was for the fourteen boys to open their eyes 
and to see what God was showing them.”

“I know all this to be true”, the elderly grandfather told the 
assemblage of hundreds of bnei Torah in the wedding party, “I 
can attest to it, because I was there. I was one of the fourteen.”

Keep your eyes open, he begged them, keep your eyes 
open to what God wants you to see. Keep your eyes holy. 
Keep them pure. Look away from evil, look to the Ribbono 
Shel Olam, and let Him enter your soul. It is, for all of us, 
Chaye Olam. 

May God, in His mercy, shine His countenance upon you. 
May you see the light of that countenanace, and through it, 
may He bless you with peace.

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Naso 5772

Yerucham ReichMAY GOD, IN HIS MERCY, SHINE HIS COUNTENANCE UPON YOU
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R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Q: While it is understood that one may not take something 
from someone else without his consent as that is clearly 
stealing, would there be any issue with taking something 
that someone is merely “strongly interested” in acquiring.

A: The Gemara1 speaks of where R’ Gidal was looking into 
purchasing a piece of property and R’ Abba stepped in and 
took it for himself. It was decided in court that R’ Abba 
should return the field as it is tantamount to “ani mihepach 
b’chararah” (upon noticing an indigent person pursuing a cake 
one preempts him and takes it for himself) and is prohibited. 

Q: What is the prohibition for one who would preempt 
someone else to acquiring an item?

A: We see from the Gemara that one who does this is called 
a Rasha (wicked one). The actual prohibition however is 
much debated in the poskim. While some say that there is 
the infraction of the positive commandment of “v’asiysa 
hayasher v’hatov”2 (do what is just and good), others say it is 
a rabbinic violation of “yored l’chayai chavairo”3 (infringing 
on your friends livelihood). While there are other verses in 
Tanach that refer to this issur as well4 one who engages in 
the practice of interfering with someone else’s deal clearly is 
frowned upon. 

Q: What is included in this issur?

A: This is contingent upon a machlokes Rishonim:

	Rashi5- Going on the word “Chararah” (cake) derives 
that even if one has his sights on something that 
is like a cake in the street, meaning is hefker, then 
someone else may not interfere and snatch it from 
him. Preempting someone’s clients, customers, 
property and merchandise in a business setting is 
surely prohibited just as well. 

	Tosefos6- Brings many proofs that if one desires a 
hefker item that another seems to be closing in on 
then one would be allowed to preempt him and take 
it. This is because a “metzia” (something found) is 
different then a business venture. Says Tosefos, when 
it comes to preempting a property or customer that 
someone else was negotiating, that would be ani 
mihepach b’chararah as the first one can say “go do 
business elsewhere”. A hefker object that is found 

one would not be able to say “go and find this item 
elsewhere”, as it may indeed not be found. Therefore 
the only thing that Tosefos prohibits is venues that are 
business like in nature.

Q: What would be a halachic difference between the two 
views of Rashi and Tosefos?

A: If for example someone spotted a parking spot and notices 
another car trying to maneuver itself close by (i.e. making 
a u-turn from the other side in an attempt to grab the spot) 
according to Rashi it is his “metzia” and one would be 
considered a Rasha to grab it, while according to Tosefos the 
second party would be  allowed to “take over” the spot as he 
may not necessarily be able to find a spot elsewhere.

Q: Are there any situations where both Rashi and Tosefos 
would agree that one is transgressing the adage of ?

A: Whenever there is a situation ani mihepach b’chararah of 
commerce one may not preempt someone else according to all 
views. For example:

	one may not try to negotiate a deal with someone else 
who just agreed (via verbal agreement, contract etc.) 
to receive services or products from another company 
by offering a lower price, better service/product etc.

	take away a certain worker, counselor, cleaning lady, 
salesman etc. from someone else by offering more 
money etc. 

	offer one’s services to a certain employer when this 
would result in someone else being let go to allow 
space for his job

Q: Are there any situation where one would definitely not 
be transgressing  ani mihepach b’chararah?

A: If one were to be in a mitzvah situation where he is 
looking, along with everyone else, to fulfill a mitzvah in the 
best possible way then one would be permitted to preempt 
another in order to acquire that merit. For example:

	one may ask a chavrusah to learn with him even if he 
knows that someone else is interested7

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: ANI MIHAPECH B’CHARARAH
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	one may pursue a shidduch for one’s child even if one 
knows that someone else was interested in having 
this boy/girl to be red for their child just as well8 (the 
poskim bring a proof from the fact that one may get 
engaged on Chol Hamoed because “shema yikadmenu 
acher”-maybe someone else will come and take this 
shidduch prospect in your stead- that obviously one 
may be aggressive in securing a certain match even if 
simultaneously coveted by others9).

	if there is one piece of matzah and two Jews one should 
try his utmost to secure the mitzvah for himself10

	if one notices someone eyeing a certain esrog and he 
desires it then he may take that one (assuming that he 
hasn’t actually taken it)

	if a yeshiva has a Rebbe or a shul has a Rav then 
another institution may contact him to offer him 
a better deal as there may be no one else who can 
spiritually uplift their children or congregation as this 
one can11 

Q: At what point is it considered that the first party 
“acquired it” in order to prohibit others from preempting 
him?

A: While many poskim hold that the first party must come to a 
final agreement in order to create an  ani mihepach b’chararah 
situation, others maintain that even while the parties are still 
negotiating12 or at least in the final stages of negotiations. This 
applies even if the agreement is only verbal, as although secular 
law may dictate that mere words are not always binding,13 if 
one were to snatch the deal after a verbal agreement then he 
would be transgressing  ani mihepach b’chararah. 

Q: Is placing a bid on a house considered ani mihepach 
b’chararah?

A: That would be permitted according to all views as 
even  though it is business related a bid is not considered 
“negotiations” as far as this halacha is concerned.

Q: If one may not interfere with a deal then how would the 
seller ever make money?

A: Chazal were able to circumvent this issue by means 

of suspending this issur whenever a seller searches out to 
increase demand of his product. Therefore if the seller is ever 
dissatisfied with a current offer he may actively solicit another 
offer from someone else without concern of ani mihepach 
b’chararah.14

Q: Does this issur only apply to the second person who is 
looking to snatch a deal from the first?

A: Ani mihepach b’chararah can apply to a third party as 
well. Therefore it is prohibited for someone outside of the 
negotiations:

•	  to say to the seller that he may get more money by 
agreeing with another party, thereby causing the first 
buyer to lose on the deal

•	 to mention to the buyer that he can get a better price 
elsewhere thereby causing a loss to the seller15

Q: If one ended up preempting someone else and acquired 
a property, client, worker etc. does he have to return it to 
the first party?

A: In such a setting Bais Din cannot force one to return the 
property as the issur has already been transgressed and since 
one did not take anything that didn’t belong to him one would 
not be required any form of recourse.16 So much so that the 
Chofetz Chaim17 considers it rechilus to tell someone else 
who was preempted, the identity of the person who did it as 
since the second person is keeping the property either way, 
one would only be creating animosity amongst two Jews.18

FOOTNOTES
1. Kiddushin 59a
2. V’eschanon 6:18
3. Rashi Kiddushin 59a D”h nikra rasha
4. The Yerushalmi Kiddushin 27a cites the verse in Iyov 

6:14
5. D”h Ani
6. B”hd V’kasha
7. This is very common during the first few days of the zman 

in what is known as “chavrusah tumult” where many dif-
ferent pairs are tried and tested and where one must re-
main aggressive in order to land a “metzuyan” for a learn-
ing partner

8. Igros Moshe E.H. 1:91

R’ Heshy Kahan
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R’ Heshy Kahan

9. Similarly we see Boaz, when talking about Rus, exclaim-
ing that “she’s a Moabite woman” hoping to ward off any 
potential suitors as he wanted David Hamelech to be from 
his progeny and no one else’s

10. See Sharay Teshuva 482
11. See the end of Tosefos D”h Ani who is michalek between 

taking away work and taking away a malamed
12.  Prisha 237, see Igros Moshe C.M. 1:60, also see Mar-

sham C.M. 224 applies even before a price is agreed upon
13. As quoted from celebrated lawyer Mitchel Spielfogel 

Esq. (from his book “Sticks and Stone’s May Break Your 
Bones but the Law Never Harms You, 10 easy steps to 
getting the money your deserve” Chapter 4 page 20)

14. Mordechai Bava Basra 551
15. This is very relevant when someone is bent on leasing/

buying a car from a certain business that he has dealt with 
for years and someone else prods him on to go elsewhere 
as the deal is cheaper etc.

16. That is of course not taking into account any spiritual 
demerits one may have received for being considered a 
Rasha

17. Rechilus 9:15
18. This is relevant when purchasing a home as many times 

the buyer wants to know who has upping the price so high 
before him 

PARSHAS NASO
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

The Chok Yaakov says that one who did not say the 
berachah of Shehecheyanu on Shevuos may say it for 

up to a week after Shevuos, just as one who did not being 
his korban on Shevuos may offer it afterwards. Although, 
Shevuos is over, we are still very much connected to the Yom 
Tov. All agree that the Yom Tov of Shevuos requires lachem 
– we must have some physical enjoyment on Shevuos. Doing 
so demonstrates our excitement over receiving the Torah. 
Furthermore, it demonstrates that Torah was given to man. 
The Torah was not given to spiritual beings; it was given 
to a human being – a being with opposing forces. Through 
learning and following the Torah we can raise our physical 
desires and activities to a spiritual level.

This week’s Parshah discusses the sotah, nazir, and is then 
followed by Birchas Kohanim and the donations of the Nesiim. 
The Nesivos Shalom suggests that this order teaches us the 
same lesson we were taught from the requirement of lachem 
on Shevuos. First we have the sotah, who allows her physical 
desires to drag her down. The nazir who recognizes a similar 
weakness in himself separates himself from physicality. This, 
however, is not the ideal. We move on to Birchas Kohanim, 
where we are blessed with olam hazeh. The hope is that we 
will be able to use olam hazeh properly, but, at the very least, 
the Kohanim bless us “ve’yish’me’recha” - we should be 
safeguarded from it – our physical desires should not affect 
us in a negative way. We then move on to the nesiim who 
actually used what they had – their wagons and animals – for 

a spiritual matter. The ideal is to elevate the physical and not 
let it drag us down.

The Pasuk (5:10) tells us: A man’s holies shall be his and 
what a man gives to a Kohen, it shall be his. The Chofetz 
Chaim explains: A person may acquire many possessions, but 
what is really his? What remains with him? A man’s holies 
shall be his. The pasuk explains further that this does not mean 
that all a person’s monies are not his. Rather, money used for 
mitzvos – tzedaka, matzah etc. – is also his – what a man 
gives to a Kohen, it shall be his. When we use our physical 
possessions and desires for a mitzvah, we have elevated the 
physical, turning it into a spiritual acquisition.

This is the sin of the nazir. On the one hand, he is like a 
Kohen Gadol, but on the other hand, he must bring a chattas 
offering to atone for his sin. Which sin? The sin of denying 
himself the pleasure of wine. Rabbi Zev Leff explains that 
Hashem created a world to use in His service. The nazir 
recognized his weakness and therefore became a nazir, but 
the Torah reminds him that this is not the ideal. He must bring 
a chattas. He has not yet achieved the goal of elevating the 
physical world. Were he on the ideal level, he would not have 
to abstain from wine, but would instead use it for spiritual 
growth. The same wine which is used for so many mitzvos 
can also take one down a slippery slope. The ideal is to use it 
for mitzvos, but the nazir who has not yet reached that level, 
must abstain so that he not fall. Therefore, the same vow that 
renders him holy is also a compromise of the true ideal. 
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WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

In this week’s perasha the Torah delineates the offerings of the 
tribal leaders. Within this depiction, we discover a number of 

questions. First and foremost, we see an interesting query arise 
in the time frame of selecting who the tribal leaders were in this 
week’s perasha as opposed to last week’s perasha.

Previously we learned that the selection took place in the 
second month Iyar, while we learn this week that the selection 
process took place one month earlier in Nisan. If the tribal 
leaders were chosen in Nisan, then why did we learn last week 
that the tribal leaders were selected again one month later? 
They were already chosen!

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) deals with this 
question by explaining that the first selection was done by the 
nation of Israel, whereby some may later say that if they wanted 
to appoint another person to replace the tribal leader, it would 
be in their right. The second selection came from Hashem, 
indicating that this selection will remain in force. 

Rabbi Dov Weinberger Shlita expands this idea to say that 
the Torah is relaying a strong message. He explains that the 
Torah is focusing on two different types of leaders. The first 
is specific to the tribe and its responsibility towards catering 
to their necessities. Yet, there is a second responsibility that 
should never be forgotten. Even though the leader of each tribe 
is catering to their tribe, community, and family, their obligation 
towards every Jew should not be forgotten. Today we see 
that there are so many different types of Jews, Ashkenazim, 
Sephardim, Chasidim.  One should never be consumed with a 
responsibility towards his own group while neglecting others. 
There also may be times where a Jew falls within the cracks. 
He does not know to which group he belongs.  We should 
understand that this sub group should never take the place of the 
main one, which is Klal Yisrael. Also, this particular person that 
does not know where he fits in is nonetheless accepted as a Jew.

This leads us to be able to deal with another question. The 
Torah states, “The leaders of the twelve tribes each brought 
an offering to the dedication of the Sanctuary. The one who 
brought his offering on the first day was Nachshon, son of 
Aminadav, of the tribe of Judah. His offering was one silver 
bowl….On the second day, Nethanel, son of Zuar,leader of 
Issachar, brought his offering, one silver bowl….(Nasso 7:12-
8).  Each of the leaders brought exactly the same offering. Yet, 
instead of saying that each of the tribal leaders brought this as 
an offering, the Torah mentions each tribal leader by name and 
repeats one after the next, the exact same offering twelve times! 
We know that there are no extra words in the Torah, so what 
could possibly be so significant in this repetition that the Torah 
lists each offering in detail?

The Ramban (1194-1270) explains that each of the leaders 
designed his offering according to the way he understood it. 
Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein (1895-1974) learns from this that 
the Torah is teaching one to be sensitive to respecting another 
person’s honor. If the Torah bunched all of them together, it 
would not show an individual appreciation to each leader’s 
effort in preparing the offering.

A story was told of Harav Isser Zalman Meltzer (1870-
1953) who was speaking with a group of students in his home. 
All of a sudden one student announced that he saw the famous 
Brisker Rav entering the apartment complex. Once Harav 
Isser Zalman heard this, he immediately went to change to his 
Shabbat clothing, out of respect for greeting the Brisker Rav. 
Then he quickly ran downstairs to greet the Rav personally. 
When he came to the front entrance, he found that the student 
had made a mistake. The person that was in front of him looked 
like the Brisker Rav, but it was not him. Then Harav Isser 
Zalman did something remarkable. He gave this simple Jew 
the same honor and reverence that he was prepared to give to 
the Brisker Rav. He brought him to his apartment, had him sit 
at the head of the table, and brought before him some drink and 
fruits. The visitor begged the Rav to discontinue, saying that 
he was just a simple Jew looking for a letter of approbation to 
marry off his daughter. Harav Isser Zalman wrote for him an 
impressive letter, accompanied him to the stairs and led him on 
his path to leave.

Afterwards, the Rav explained to his bewildered students 
what had just occurred - “Just because he was not a person to 
whom I originally intended to pay homage to, does not mean 
that he does not deserve my respect. He is a Jew, and every Jew 
is deserving of honor.”

We may not go out of our way to afford respect to those 
that are of lesser stature. The message within the Torah is that 
we must be sensitive to everyone’s honor and to avoid showing 
any disrespect to their efforts. It is with the Torah emphasis that 
demonstrates the importance of this message.

Lastly, we come to find another important lesson when 
surveying the twelve tribes that brought the same exact offering. 
Who amongst them is praiseworthy of the most accolades? This 
question appears so strange.  Since each of them gave exactly 
the same offering, how could you discern one from the next, 
making one more praiseworthy than another? Yet, we find that 
the one that should be most commended. How is that so?

Within our culture we have a deep rooted problem that 
affects the mental and physical well being of us all. The problem 
is one’s desire to exceed his friend. So much pressure is put on 
families to keep up and to outdo others in the community, that 



R’ Aharon Finkelstein

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS NASO; ENJOYING LIFE

This week’s Parsha discusses the unique Mitzva of becoming a 
Nazir. A Nazir is a person who takes a vow to separate himself 

from material pleasures. The Nazir may not drink wine or cut his 
hair. Indeed the Torah refers to a Nazir as a Kodosh. Only a holy 
person would willingly give up some of the pleasures of life to serve 
Hashem in holiness. 

What is troubling though is that a Nazir at the completion of his 
vow period brings a Korbon Chatas, which is reserved for someone 
who sinned. Rashi quotes the Gemara in Nazir (19a), Reb Elazar 
Hakaper explained the reason a Nazir brings a Korban Chatas, is 
because a Nazir sinned in that he refrained and deprived himself from 
the enjoyment of drinking wine. This is very difficult to understand. 
A Nazir is holy. He is considered a Kodosh and has similar laws to a 
Kohein Godol. Why would he be considered a sinner?  

The Yerushalmi (Kedushin Perek 4) states, “A person will 
have to give accountability for every fruit he sees and refrains from 
eating.” Hashem created the world to serve us and to be enjoyed. 
The proper outlook is to use the world to enhance our ability to serve 
Hashem. 

This is clearly stated in the Rambam and quoted in Shulchan 
Aruch (OC 231); All pleasures a person has in this world, should 
not be for his own enjoyment, but rather to help him serve Hashem. 
He should eat well and sleep well, all to serve Hashem better. This 
way he elevates the physical into spiritual, and his everyday needs 
become Avodas Hashem. 

The Arizal famously writes that Yom Kipurim, is a similar name 
to Yom Purim, only with a “chof” in the beginning. In the Hebrew 
language the letter “chof” in the beginning of a word denotes a 
similarity. Seemingly, Yom Kippur is only similar and like Purim, 
with Purim being the greater of the two. 

Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the year. We refrain from eating 
and drinking and spend our times like angels engaged in prayer. But 
there is a greater day. Purim is the time we act like humans. We engage 
in drinking wine and merry making. Seemingly there is nothing holy 

about this. But Purim is the time we elevate our physical needs. We 
demonstrate that not only is the spiritual part of us holy and great, but 
also our physical needs can be elevated and spun into holy actions. 
When we engage in physical enjoyment with the right intent then 
these actions are elevated and we become even greater than the angels.  
Rav Shamshon Refael Hirsch ZTL, made it his business to stop in 
Switzerland to see the Swiss alps. He explained he wanted to be able 
to answer in the affirmative, when he will be asked “Rav Hirsh did 
you see and enjoy My alps?” Hashem created a beautiful world for 
us to enjoy. But, not as self-indulgent enjoyment, but with the intent 
to better serve Hashem. 

A Nazir indeed is holy. He is a “Yom Kippur” Jew. He voluntary 
refrains from physical pleasures and acts like an angel. Certainly 
this is a great level. But at the same time there is a minute strain of 
sin involved. Rather enjoy the wine and other worldly pleasures, but 
do so to serve Hashem better. Elevate the physical and make it holy. 
Rather, become a “Purim” Jew.  (The reader is directed to Mesilas 
Yishorim Shar Perishus for a lengthily discussion of when it is better 
to refrain from worldly pleasures, and when not). 

Bilam requested “Tomus Nafshi Mos Yishorim” Let me die the 
death of the righteous. Perhaps we can homiletically explain that 
Bilam was praying and hoping he would merit to “die” as a Jew, 
meaning to give up on worldly pleasures and refrain from “living” 
life as he knows it, enjoying the pleasures of the world. What Bilam 
didn’t realize though, that as Jews we mustn’t “die” and refrain from 
living life. We should rather “live” life and enjoy life. But we should 
live life as a Jew. Use out the physical pleasures for Hashem. 

So let us enjoy good meat and fine wine. Save it for Yom Tov and 
Shabbos or at a Simcha and use the wine and good food as a medium 
to become elevated and serve Hashem. Enjoy a good night’s sleep. 
But do so with the intent that you be better rested to Daven, learn 
better and to be a better person.  A Jew is meant to “live life” like a 
Jew, not to chas v’sholom “die” as a Jew. 

has more overall benefit that just a few hours?
It is incumbent for us to view that within these tribal 

leaders, the great lesson comes from the second one, Nethanel, 
son of Zuar. When he saw that the first tribal leader gave his 
offering, he did not look to outdo him. He gave exactly the 
same offering, setting the precedent, that it’s okay to be equal 
and the same, putting no pressure on anyone else to have to top 
the one that preceded him. 

the emphasis of why and what we are doing gets lost. Being 
sensitive to someone else’s honor means being sensitive to how 
others feel and the lack of honor they may feel, by not being 
able to afford what has become the expected ways of doing 
things. Furthermore, just think, an affair that lasts for four hours, 
which comes and then goes, what true benefit have you given to 
yourself, to your family, and to your community. Would it not 
make more sense to make a trust to help out our children, which 
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