
 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Torah portion Shmot tells us about the hardship of slavery, which Jews endured in Egypt. Seeing no way 

out of their suffering, they called out to G-d, and He heard their cry, “Now it came to pass in those many days that 

the king of Egypt died, and the children of Israel sighed from the labor, and they cried out, and their cry ascended 

to God from the labor” (Shmot 2:23). 

A question arises, what is the difference between a “sigh” and a “cry”, and why specifically their “cry” awakened G-

d’s Mercy? 

Let’s try to understand with the help of the following story: 

There lived in Jerusalem a young couple.  Let’s call them Mendy and Sarah.  They lived very happily with each other, 

but to their greatest sorrow G-d didn’t grant them children.  They tried all possible methods, but to no avail.  

According to the Jewish law, if a couple doesn’t have children for 10 years, they are allowed to get divorced in 

hopes that they will have children in the new family.  It was a difficult decision, because Mendy was a cohen, and 

he would not be allowed to remarry Sarah.  Also, they loved each other very much.  But in the end they decided to 

get divorced.  A week later Sarah called Mendy and excitedly said: 

--Mendy!!! Listen to me!!!  I am pregnant!!!  Doctor confirmed, there is no doubt. 

--What can we do? – exclaimed Mendy.—I am a cohen, and you are a divorcee.  We cannot get married again.   

Mendy hurried to Rav Elyashiv, of blessed memory.  Rav Elyashiv listened attentively to the whole story and was 

deep in thought for quite some time.  Then he said: 

--I cannot help you.  All sages unanimously agreed that a cohen is cannon marry divorced woman.   

Mendy felt like the gates of hope snapped shut in front of him. 

--But you should pray to G-d, - continued Rav Elyashiv. –He has His own ways. 

Mendy didn’t understand Rav’s last words, but hurried directly to the Wailing Wall to pour out his heart before the 

Almighty.  He cried for a long time, begging G-d to show him course of action.  Suddenly he felt that someone is 

touching him on the shoulder.  He turned around and saw a strange young man.  The man asked: 

--I see that you are in great distress.  Tell me what happened.  Maybe I’ll be able to help you in some way. 

--No one can help me, - sighed Mendy. – Even Rav Elyashiv could not solve my dilemma. 

--Tell me, anyway, - insisted the stranger. – At least you will feel better. 

They talked for some time, and suddenly young man remarked: 

                        Оhr Hatorаh   אור התורהגליון 
     Weekly Parsha with  

Rabbi Dovid Shteiman Shlita 

 

  שנת תשע"ו שמותפרשת   



--You know, I think my father knows your family.  He is in the hospital right now.  Why don’t we both go to visit 

him?  He will be happy to see a son of his old friends. 

They went to the hospital.  Young man introduced Mendy to his father.  Indeed he knew Mendy’s family and was 

very happy to see him.  After a few minutes of reminiscing, young man told his father of Mendy’s predicament. 

--I hope your parents will forgive me, - said the father, - but your life depends on this.  You were adopted.  Your 

parents didn’t have children for many years, and you were an orphan.  They adopted you but kept everything a 

secret.  You are not a cohen and are allowed to remarry your wife. 

A prayer has two components – content and intent.  Our Sages teach us to pray about everything that is bothering 

us. This way we show our belief that G-d is involved in all events of our lives, and He directs our lives in all their 

minute details.  Pharaoh’s death reminded the Jews that He is involved in the lives of every single one of them.  

They began praying to G-d when their situation became unbearable.   

And how are supposed to pray?  With the feeling that no one and nothing in this material world can help us.  Only 

G-d Himself in His great Mercy can relieve us of our suffering.  It seemed that Mendy’s situation was hopeless, and 

even the greatest Rabbi of generation could not solve his problem.  But when he started begging G-d to show him 

the way, with the same trust that a blind man holds the hand of his guide, he received the answer.  “By accident” 

he met a man through whom he discovered the truth about his status and was able to bring back his wife and the 

child. 

Jews could not expect help from anywhere.  Egypt was the strongest empire in the world, and Pharaoh held 

absolute power.  Jews were powerless to change their situation, and at that point they turned to their Father in 

Heaven.  He knew that only He could help them.   

And what happened?  Miracles.  Jews not only became free from backbreaking labor, but merited to leave Egypt, as 

it says, “God heard their cry, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Yaakov” 

(Shmot 2:24). 

Jews sighed because their lives were bitter.  But as soon as they realized that only G-d can save them and cried to 

Him, He freed them from their suffering. 

Wishing You All A Uplifting Shabbos! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 


