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Purim had arrived, and a poverty-stricken Jew 
who lived in a village on the outskirts of the 
town of Koznitz lacked the means to purchase 
the basic necessities for the festive Purim feast 
held on the afternoon of the holiday. He felt 
terrible about it, especially for his wife and 
children, that such a happy day should turn into 
a depressing one with no celebration to look 
forward to. 
 
"Oh, well," he thought to himself; "at least I 
should do the mitzvah of hearing the Megillah in 
the best possible manner. Of the four special 
mitzvot of the day-hearing Megillat Esther, giving 
money and gifts to the poor, sending portions 
(mishlo'ach manot) of food and drink to friends, 
enjoying a Purim feast-it is the only one that 
does not cost any money. I'll walk to town early 
in the morning and hear the Reading from the 
Rebbe himself!" 
 
'The Rebbe' was Rabbi Yisrael [named for the 
Baal Shem Tov because of his miraculous birth, 
but that's a different story for another time-ed.], 
the famous Maggid ('preacher') of Koznitz. The 
Maggid did not appoint a reader from among 
the knowledgeable members of the 
congregation, preferring to read it aloud himself 
from a scroll for the benefit of all assembled. 
The villager, although by no means a scholar, 
found this special reading to be inspiring. 
Despite his untenable financial situation, he 
began to be filled with the unique joy and good 
feelings of the Purim festival. But then…. 
 
After the Reading, everyone lined up to pass by 
the Rebbe and exchange individual holiday 
greetings with him. When our villager 
approached, the Maggid said to him, "Aren't 
you from the village just outside town? Well, 
then, why did you not bring me Mishlo'ach 
Manot, as is traditional?"  The poor man's newly 
acquired good spirits crashed. He stood, mouth 
agape, in stunned silence. He couldn't even 
afford a half loaf of bread for his children; how 
was he supposed to bring the Rebbe a present, 
even if that was what everyone else on the line 
was doing?  "Alright, my friend," smiled the 
Rebbe, "don't be sad. It is Purim today, after all. 
Everyone is invited to my house; come join us 
for a bite and a bit of whisky." 
 
He didn't have to be invited twice, especially for 
the l'chaim part. As he cheerfully toasted two or 
three times, his cheerful Purim mood was 
quickly restored. [He lifted some spirits to lift 
his spirits!-ed.] Another cup or two and he was 
seized with a clever idea, as well as  the chutzpah 
(nerve) to put it into action.  He excused 
himself from the table, and off he went to the 
nearby house of a wealthy wine merchant. 
When the man opened his door, the villager  

 
saluted him with an enthusiastic "Happy Purim, 
my dear fellow Jew!" Then he followed with 
"Please give me a nice bottle of wine on credit. 
Of course I'll pay you back. But if Heaven 
forbid it should happen that I don't, well, it's 
Purim today, isn't it? Merry Purim! L'chaim!"  
The astounded merchant gave him a bottle with 
a shrug, a big smile and a "Happy Purim!" of his 
own. Our man, pleased with his success, went 
on with a bit more confidence to the fruit and 
vegetable store.  "Merry Purim, friend! Please 
give me a few juicy red apples on credit. Of 
course I'll pay you back. But if Heaven forbid it 
should happen that I don't, well, it's Purim 
today, isn't it? Happy Purim!"  The F&V man 
also became caught up in the visitor's 
enthusiasm and good cheer, and presented him 
with two large apples.   
 
The villager ran as fast as he could back to the 
Maggid's house, and with a grin of ssatisfaction 
presented him with the wine and apples. "Happy 
Purim, holy rebbe, and L'Chaim! Here 
is mishlo'ach manot for you from me."  "Well 
done!" responded the Maggid. "You should 
remember every Purim to bring me mishlo'ach 
manot." 
 
Thrilled with his good fortune in 
obtaining mishlo'ach manot for the Rebbe, the Jew 
decided to push his luck further. "My poor 
family is sitting alone at home, starving. They 
have no Purim joy at all. Let's see if I can take 
care of them too."  He strode over to the local 
liquor vendor and tried his same formula again. 
"Happy Purim, my brother! Please give me a 
bottle for l'chaim, on credit. Of course I'll pay 
you back. But if Heaven forbid it should happen 
that I don't, well, it's Purim today, isn't it? Merry 
Purim! And l'chaim!"  The owner laughed and 
gave him a bottle of plum brandy. This, in turn, 
inspired the flushed visitor to continue on to the 
bakery. "Happy Purim, friend! Please give me a 
large braided loaf on credit. Of course I'll pay 
you back. But if Heaven forbid it should happen 
that I don't, well, it's Purim today, isn't it? Merry 
Purim!"  It worked. Now all he needed was a 
main dish. He decided to try the nearby grocery 
store. "Happy Purim, friend! Please give me 
some delicious fat herring on credit. Of course 
I'll pay you back. But if Heaven forbid it should 
happen that I don't, well, it's Purim today, isn't 

it? Merry Purim!"  The grocer cheerfully obliged, and 
the Jew set out for home with both hands filled with 
goodies. Arriving just at the traditional hour for the 
meal, he burst in the door, proclaiming loudly, "It's 
Purim today, it's Purim today. Happy Purim, dear 
family. L'chaim!" 
 
His wife and children never expected to see him in 
such a joyful, excited mood. They couldn't imagine 
what had happened to him and worried greatly-- had 
he "flipped out," lost his mind from the desperation of 
poverty on Purim Day?  He, however, was oblivious to 
the obvious concern on their faces, and continued his 
cheerful patter. Then he set out on the table the bread, 
fish and liquor that he had acquired, and told them to 
"sit, and eat, drink, feel good and be merry; it's Purim 
today! Happy Purim. L'chaim!"   Whatever had 
happened, they weren't about to refuse this enticing 
invitation. They set to with gusto as he sat down and 
joined them. After a few sips of L'chaim they too began 
to happily enter the spirit of the day, and soon they all 
jumped up and started dancing around the table, 
holding hands and singing loudly "Purim today! Purim 
today!" 
 
Round and round they went on in this vein for quite a 
while, until suddenly they heard knocking at their door. 
"Don't open," he instructed his wife. It is probably 
someone ignorant of Purim that wants to ruin our 
celebration." But the knocking didn't stop. Finally, his 
wife said to him, "I think I know who is there. It's that 
elderly non-Jew who lives near the forest and regularly 
comes around to sell us potatoes from his garden. I am 
going to open the door for him."  She did so and 
indeed it was him, but he was bruised and bleeding and 
appeared seriously injured. They quickly administered 
to him and washed and dressed his wounds as best 
they could, then gave him some of their food and a 
cup of the brandy [and perhaps said to him, 'L'chaim' 
and 'Happy Purim'-ed.]. 
 
After he ate and drank, he thanked them: "You 
restored me to life! I was a moment away from death 
out there." He went on to explain to them what had 
happened.  "My only son did this to me! He wanted me 
to advance him a large sum from his eventual 
inheritance, and when I refused to do so he beat me 
nearly to death and then threw me out into the freezing 
cold. I couldn't find anyone to help me except you.  
And since my son has turned out to be a cruel 
murderer and ingrate, I will never let him get his hands 
on any of my money. And since you were the only 
ones who cared enough to help me, I will show you 
where I have my fortune hidden in the forest. (cont. on 
bottom of pg. 4) 
 

It’s Purim Today – L’Chaim! 

Shabbat  T imes –  Tetzaveh 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 5:08 6:20 

Tel Aviv 5:25 6:22 

Haifa 5:17 6:21 

Beer Sheva 5:26 6:22 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, Tetzave, 

describes the special garments worn by the 

high priest during his service in the Holy 

Temple, and enumerates eight separate 

items of clothing. 

The Torah makes two provisos: First, 

the high priest may not perform his service 

unless he is wearing all eight garments, 

and second, he is not allowed to even enter 

the Sanctuary unless he is wearing three of 

them - the breastplate, ephod, and robe. 

The high priest is the emissary and 

representative of the Jewish people, and as 

such, his function is to connect them to G-

d. 

The relationship between the Jew and 

G-d exists on two levels simultaneously: 

One is the result of the Jew's service 

through Torah and mitzvot 

(commandments), the other stems from the 

Jew's innate connection with G-d by virtue 

of his essence. Both levels are reflected in 

the Torah's instructions concerning the 

high priest's garments. 

Set into the breastplate were twelve 

precious stones, each inscribed with the 

name of a different tribe, which the high 

priest was required to wear "upon his 

heart." The breastplate therefore 

symbolizes the highest level of connection 

between the Jew and G-d, as these names 

were actually inscribed on the holy object 

itself. 

The next level of the Jew's bond with 

G-d is expressed in the ephod, which also 

contained stones inscribed with the names 

of the tribes, but with a difference: The 

stones of the ephod were not worn 

"opposite the heart" but rather, "upon the 

shoulder- pieces," in the back of the 

garment. 

The ephod therefore symbolizes those 

Jews who wage a constant war against 

their Evil Inclination, a type of service of 

G-d that falls into the category of "back." 

The third level is expressed in the high 

priest's robe, the hem of which was 

adorned with "pomegranates of blue and 

purple and scarlet yarn." 

remembrance before the L-rd continually." 

This contains a lesson for us to apply in 

our lives: 

Every single Jew is an essential part of 

the Jewish people and is therefore a 

"remembrance before the L-rd 

continually." 

For the true essence of the Jew is not 

his external appearance but his G-dly soul, 

"a veritable part of G-d," and all Jews are 

children of the same Father. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

                                     THE PRIESTLY GARMENTS AND THE JEW 
 

Our Sages commented that 

even the most unaffiliated Jew is 

as full of mitzvot as a 

pomegranate; the ephod therefore 

symbolizes this level. 

The high priest must wear all 

three garments - representing all 

three levels of Jews - if he is to be 

allowed into the Sanctuary, the 

place where the Divine Presence 

rests. For it is when all Jews stand 

together in unity that the deepest 

bond with G-d is forged - "a 

 

THE LABOR OF JOY 
 

Every year before Pesach, the bochurim in 

Lubavitch would bake matzot in groups. The 

groups included 10 bochurim, who would 

prepare for baking and then oversee the 

rolling and the baking of the Matzot. When 

drawing the water for the matzah (water that 

would have to stand overnight to guarantee it 

was not too warm), the entire group would 

go, for they all wanted to have a part in the 

mitzvah.  

Once, watching from his window, the 

Rebbe Rashab saw the group of Shimshon 

Vitebsker going for water for the matzot. 

Shimshon went with such joy of the mitzvah, 

that he sang a chassidishe niggun and danced 

all the way to the river and back. The Rebbe 

called over his son, the Frierdiker Rebbe, and 

showed him this, saying: "The highest level of 

his soul, the yechida, is now shining". He then 

added, that although every Yid has this level, 

this bochur's was now shining in his 

excitement of drawing the water for matzah.  

 (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

[ed.  On Purim we begin learning to 

prepare for Pesach] 

 

 

olive, at it states in Jeremiah (11:16): "An 

evergreen olive tree, beautiful in fruit and form, 

did the L-rd call your name." In the same way 

that all other liquids can be mixed together, 

whereas oil always floats to the top, so too is it 

impossible for the Jewish people to fully 

assimilate among the nations of the world. And 

when Jews carry out G-d's will, they merit to 
stand above the entire world. 

(Midrash Rabba)
 

will never be extinguished. 
(Rabbi Yitzchak Karo) 

You shall command - ve'ata tetzave 

(Ex. 27:30) 

 

Chasidic thought interprets this verse 

to mean, "You shall connect yourself 

to..." Moses was commanded to 

establish a connection between his 

essence and the Jewish people. In an 

extended sense, this command can be 

understood as having been directed to 

every Jew, for each Jew has a spark of 

Moses in him. "You" refers to the 

essence of the soul, the fundamental  

core of every Jew's being. This is 

revealed by the establishment of a 

bond with G-d's essence. 
(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

And you shall command the Children 

of Israel, that they bring to you pure 

olive oil (Ex. 27:20) 

The Jewish people are likened to the 

Olive oil, pounded, for the lighting (Ex. 

27:20) 

 

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, founder of 

Chabad, once said: "He who wants to 

reach the 'lighting,' the enlightenment to be 

found in the Torah, should work on 

himself by 'pounding' away at his ego and 

nullifying his sense of self. How? By 

always bearing in mind that the Torah he 

learns is none other than the wisdom and 

the will of G-d. That is the meaning of our 

supplication, 'Open my heart to Your 

Torah.'" 

 

Command the Children of Israel that they 

bring you pure olive oil, pounded, for the 

lighting, to cause a light to burn always 

(Ex. 27:20) 

 

The First and Second Holy Temples 

illuminated the world with their light for a 

specific and limited period of time. The  

Third Holy Temple, however, which will 

be rebuilt when Moshiach comes, will be 

in fulfillment of the latter half of the verse, 

"to cause a light to burn always." Its light 

This edition of Living Jewish is dedicated l’ilui nishmas Yehudis bas Yehuda Ariyeh 
To make a dedication please contact livingjewishweekly@gmail.com 

 
   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

The Talmud states that "on Purim we are obligated to drink wine to 

the point where we do not know the difference between 'Blessed be 

Mordechai!' and 'Cursed be Haman!'."  Our Rabbis point out that 

according to the rules of gematria, the letters that constitute the two 

phrases have the same numerical value; our Sages' injunction means 

that we should drink to the point that we are unable to realize this 

relationship. But once a person is intoxicated, he is incapable of even 

the simplest numerical computation; why, then, do the Sages tie the 

amount of wine one is obligated to drink on Purim to this particular 

gematria? This question can be answered by realizing that a numerical 

correspondence between two words in gematria is not coincidental, 

but reveals an intrinsic bond between them.  

The Torah states that G-d created the world through speech. The Alter 

Rebbe explains that the letters that spell out the Hebrew name of an 

object comprise the conduit which conveys its G-dly life-force, 

bringing it into being and maintaining its existence.  It follows that if 

there is a letter-relationship between the names of two objects, there is 

also an underlying spiritual relationship between them. Hence, though 

the expressions "Blessed be Mordechai" and "Cursed be Haman" 

appear to be diametrically opposed, their shared numerical value 

reveals a basic similarity between them. The same Divine intention 
motivates both of these expressions.  

          Deriving Positive Input from Haman                     
Nothing created by G-d has a negative purpose. In some cases, G-d's 

positive intention is openly manifest; in others, He desired that man 

reveal His positive intention by transforming apparent evil into good. 

G-d created Haman (as well as everything else that appears to be evil) 

so that the Jewish people could bring about a fundamental change in 
the nature of evil and transform that which is evil into good.  

It is for precisely this reason that the Sages obligate us to blur the 

distinction between "Blessed be Mordechai" and "Cursed be Haman." 

On Purim we are required to elevate our understanding to the point 

that we perceive no essential distinction between Mordechai and 

Haman. For the ultimate goal in the creation of Haman is that he 
become a force for good, like Mordechai.  

The events of Purim exemplify this concept. The threat posed by Haman 

endangered the very existence of the Jewish people. In response, they 

demonstrated self-sacrifice and dedication to Torah which transcended 

the limits of reason. Their commitment transformed the entire nature of 

the situation. Thus, instead of destroying our people, Haman's plot 

enriched us with a festival and a day of rejoicing.  

        A Constructive State of Not-Knowing                           
Given that we can intellectually understand the true relationship 

between "Blessed be Mordechai" and "Cursed be Haman" without 

drinking, why is it necessary to drink on Purim to the point of 

intoxication? Why is the intellectual exercise not enough? To answer 

this question, we must consider the concept of "not knowing." 

Generally, we consider "not knowing" to be a negative state, a 

deficiency in sensitivity and awareness, while "knowing" is seen as a 

sign of personal development. There are, however, two states of "not 

knowing," one that is inferior to conscious knowledge, and one that 

transcends it. Within the limitations of this world, understanding 
represents the highest of our faculties.  

G-d's essence, however, is not bound by the limits of our faculties: it 

transcends all definition and restriction. Moreover, G-d's infinite 

   PURIM - UNFETTERED BY INTELLECT 
 

Position of Influence 

 

The Purim Megila states: 

"Mordechai was sitting at 

the king's gate." Although 

the Jews were in exile, 

Mordechai sat at the 

king's gate, eventually 

becoming the king's 

viceroy. Mordechai was in 

a position to influence the 

entire world. This teaches 

a Jew that even in exile, 

we can fulfill all mitzvot 

fully and even "sit at the 

king's gate." "King" here 

refers to G-d, "the King of 

the world."   

In addition, one must 

realize that if he has a 

position of power and 

influence, it is for the 

purpose of utilizing that 

position to do good in the 

area of his influence, be it 

his family, neighborhood, 

city or country. Conduct in 

this manner will 

immediately bring the 

redemption, at which time 

we will be together with 

Moshiach. 

 

The Rebbe, Shabbat 

Acharei, 1986 

 

 

capacity is reflected in our souls; each of us possesses "a spark of G-d" 

that is unrestricted. From this perspective, we can understand the adage, 

"The ultimate in knowledge is not to know." Reason is, by nature, 

limited and prevents the expression of our unlimited potential, which 

can be tapped, not through "knowing", but by rising above our powers 

of understanding. This mode of divine service - self-transcendence - is 
the goal of our drinking and happiness on Purim.  

                    An Unlimited Commitment                             
This concept of unlimited commitment is intrinsically related to Purim; 

it is even alluded to in the name of the holiday.  Purim means "lots", and 

casting lots symbolizes a step above the realm of the rational. (For this 

reason, lots were used to determine which of the two prepared goats was 
to be sent to Azazel in the Yom Kippur service in the Beis HaMikdash.   

In this spirit, during the time of the Purim miracle, the Jews rose to a 

level of commitment that transcended the realm of intellect. They were 

prepared to sacrifice their very lives for the sake of the Torah.  Their 

inspired commitment and its expression in actual deeds brought about 

the transformation of evil into good: a great miracle occurred. Instead of 

the annihilation of the Jewish people, we merited great deliverance. 

Moreover, Haman's house and position were handed over to Mordechai 
and "many from among the people of the land became Jews."   

The AriZal, commenting on the verse, "And these days are recalled and 

celebrated," teaches that when a holiday is "recalled" properly, when it 

is relived, the same spiritual influences which were originally revealed 

become "celebrated" and actualized every year anew.  Thus, our current 

efforts to transcend ourselves and rise above our intellectual limitations 

will surely bring about a process of transformation in the world. The 
darkness of exile will give way to the light of Redemption.  

Adapted from Likkutei Sichos of the Lubavitcher Rebbe: Vol. VI, Purim; Vol. VII, 
Parshas Vayikra.  Reprinted with permission from Sichos in English 

 

  



 
Adapted from Jem’s Here’s My Story 
(myencounterblog.com) 
 
Rabbi Betzalel Kinn was a teacher from the mid-
1950s until 1977. He also ran a Chabad center in 
Thanet, England, from 1964 until 1974. He was 
interviewed in his home in Manchester, England, 
by JEM's Here's My Story: 
 
One time I had a question concerning student 
discipline. I'm very hot tempered, and I used to 
give the kids a good smack when they deserved it 
and in those days it wasn't considered to have a 
negative effect. But then there came a time when 

Rebbe’s Response to Hitting Kids 

this approach to discipline was frowned upon. So I 
turned to the Rebbe for guidance.  He wrote me a 
very wonderful letter.  
 
He said, "It is now Tu B'Shevat, the New Year for 
the Trees, and the sign of life is slow, steady 
growth. Look at an oak tree – it takes three hundred 
years to mature. And just think of a seedling. You 
put it in the ground, and it starts growing a little bit. 
It is still very small. If you damage it in any way, you 
will have ruined it. You have to remember that." 
 
When I got that letter, I started to pray that I should 
never make any of my students worse. I knew that I 
would not make them perfect, but I certainly didn't 
want to make them worse – I didn't want to damage 
them in any way.  In the end, I have to say that the 
Rebbe's advice about education were the deepest 
thoughts that I have ever see. As I grew older I 
realized that this was one of the greatest people 
that ever lived. He was no charlatan and he knew 
me through and through.    (adapted and reprinted 
from Collive) 
 

 

 

 

 
This is a simple no mixer cookie recipe. Great 
for a shul kiddush or mishloach manot. Mix 2 
cups of solet, 3 cups of whole wheat flour, 1 c 
of demarra sugar, 1 cup oil, 1 packet baking 
powder, 1 cup orange juice or brewed coffee, 
2 tbls anise powder or seeds and 3 tbls 
curcum (turmeric). You might want to add a bit 
more liquid. The batter should be sticky but 
not watery.  Cover a baking pan or the baking 
tray of your oven with baking paper. Spread 
the mixture evenly and bake until cake is dry 
inside and out. The oven should be preheated 
to 180 C.  Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com     
     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Farbrengen 

Question:   When my wife and I married 22 years ago 

things were different.  Actually, she was different.  She was 
more easy going, giving, less serious, laughed more.  She 
was more accepting of me, less critical, less expectations.  
We used to take hikes together, go camping.  But now she 
is not like she was and is not interested in doing the things 
we used to do.  I feel like she is not the person I married and 
I feel disillusioned with the marriage.  Sometimes I wonder if 
we are not meant to be together.   

Answer:  Many people feel as you do.   Personalities 

develop, interests change, people mature.  Raising children 
becomes the focus; the challenges of life can make people 
less easy going, etc., etc.  However, the changes don’t need 
to disrupt the marriage.   
 
The Torah states (Gen. 2:24), “Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and cleave to his wife, and become 
one flesh.”  And it is also taught in Pirkei Avos, (4: 16), “Any 
love that is dependent on something, when the thing 
ceases, the love also ceases.  But a love that is not 
dependent on anything never ceases.” When our love is 
dependent of something, we are focused on the thing (i.e. 
the quality the person possesses) and not the person.  As a 
result, not only can the love cease when the thing ceases, 
but the marriage will ultimately lack closeness.  Why?  
Because we are, so to speak, married to the thing and not to 
the person.    
 
The fact that she is different, less easy going, more serious, 
laughs less, less accepting, more critical, more expecting, 
less adventurous, does not mean that you are not meant to 
be together.  Now is a chance to deepen your awareness of 
what marriage is and an opportunity to bond with your wife 
on a deeper level.  The qualities you valued in your wife, 
although they might have brought you together, ultimately 
created distance.  Why?  Because the focus was on her 
qualities, the external.  When the qualities ceased, the 
marriage entered a crisis.  When we focus on the “things” 
we do not focus on the “person”.  Our relationship with 
Hashem mirrors our married life.  As the Alter Rebbe said, “I 
don’t want anything.  I don’t want Your Gan Eden.  I don’t 
want your World to Come.  I only want You.”   
 
Another thing to consider is that your feelings of 
disillusionment might be compounding the problem.  As your 
needs are not met, have you become less accepting and 
caring of your wife, less happy and easy going around the 
house?  As you alter your approach to your wife and to 
marriage, you might also see changes in your wife.  
However, be careful not to expect or need this to happen.   
 
Is what I have said unrealistic?  I do not think so.  Many of 
us just need to peel off the layers of expectations and get 
back to the basics. “Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and cleave to his wife, and become one flesh.”  
You and your wife are one complete soul.  Allow yourself to 
enjoy being with your wife just because she is your wife.   
Please email your questions for this column to 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and 
counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 
 

    

 
 

Halacha Corner –  Giving Matanos L’evyonim:  

Every person is required to give gifts or money of at least a nominal sum to two poor people on 
Purim day (not by night). The obligation can be fulfilled through any type of gift, money, food, or 
clothing. The gifts should be worth at least a peruta (approx 5 cents). That is the minimum 
requirement; it is proper to give more. Giving to the poor further demonstrates the spirit of unity 
among the Jewish people. Children, even if it is unclear whether they have reached the age of 
chinuch, are similarly obligated to give matanos l’evyonim.  A woman should not rely on her 
husband to fulfill the mitzvah for her. She should personally give matonos l’evyonim. Children also 
should not rely on their parents; they should personally fulfill this mitzvah.  If one can’t find a poor 
person, the money can be designated on Purim or given to someone collecting for the needy.  
Matonos l’evyonim may be given to poor men, women or children (who understand). It may also be 
given to a poor mourner. On Purim, we do not weigh the appropriateness of the recipient of our 
tzedakah. Whoever stretches out his hand and asks should be given tzedakah.  The minimum 
amount of matanos l’evyonim may not be given from ma’aser money.  It is preferable to give 
generously to the poor, rather than to prepare a lavish Purim se’udah or to give many mishloach 
manos to one’s friends. “For there is no greater or glorious joy than to bring joy to the hearts of 
paupers, orphans, widows, and strangers, and one who brings happiness to these low spirited 
individuals is comparable to the shechinah.” (Rambam) (from the Badatz of Crown Heights; the 
following points were distilled from a series of public classes delivered by Horav Yosef Yeshaya 
Braun, member of the Badatz of Crown Heights, www.crownheightsconnect.com) 
 
 

 
(cont. from pg. 1) It is likely I will die soon from these injuries, and if I do, you can take the money as a present in gratitude for your kindness."  The Jew accompanied 
him into the forest and noted the tree under which the injured man said he buried his wealth. A few days later the man did indeed die as a result of the vicious beating. 
The week after that the Jew went into the forest and dug up the strong-box.   It turned out to contain a small fortune-he was now, suddenly, a rich man.   
 
The next Purim he returned to Koznitz and presented the Maggid with a large basket filled with expensive items of food and drink for mishlo'ach manot, and a 
generous monetary donation as well.  And so he did every Purim after that too. L'chaim and Happy Pour'em!                                                                                                    
 
Source: Translated and adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from Sipurei Chasidim-Moadim by Rabbi S. Y. Zevin, and expanded based on respected oral sources.  This story 
appears in “Festivals of the Full Moon”.  Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly 
stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-volume series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at 
Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 
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