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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 



_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

The Land Attracts 

In a small Ukrainian village not far from Berditchev there lived a wealthy Jew who 
was admired by all for his fine character and his generosity. He gave substantial sums to all 
the poor people who appeared on his 
best of his ability. 

All his life, this man had felt drawn to the distant land of Eretz Yisroel. He dreamed of 
what life would be like if he could live there, and he yearned for the opportunity to emi
from the Ukraine and settle in the land of holiness. He often said that he felt as if the land 
wanted him and was calling for him to come.

As he grew older and his responsibilities diminished, he began to think of moving to 
Eretz Yisroel as a serious option. And when his wife passed away, he felt there was no longer 
any reason to delay his journey. Perhaps it would have been too much to ask her to make 
such a drastic move in her older age and contend with the hardship and privation of life in 
Eretz Yisroel, but for himself he needed nothing. Now was his opportunity to spend his final 
days in Eretz Yisroel, and the prospect of difficulties did not deter him in the least. Having 
made his decision, he liquidated all his assets, donated all his 
made the arrangements for his journey.

His imminent emigration was the primary topic of conversation in the village for 
months. No one in the village had ever done such a thing. On the day of his departure, all the 
villagers came to bid him farewell and escort him to the village limits. They waved good
as his wagon rolled away, never expecting to see him ever again.

Four months later, he returned to the village looking tired and drawn. The people in 
the village were extremely bewild
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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difficult? Was he having health problems? He certainly did not look the best of health. 

The day after his return, a few of his friends visited him and peppered him with 
questions. 

 "Did you reach Eretz Yisroel?" 

 "Yes." 

 "Did you reach Yerushalayim?" 

 "Yes." 

 "Did you see the Kosel Hamaaravi?" 

 "Yes." 

 "Did you go the graves of the holy tzaddikim?" 

 "Yes." 

 "Did you like it there?" 

"Very much." 

 "Are you going back?" 

 "When I feel stronger." 

 "So why are you back here?" 

 "I can't say." 

That was the only answer they could elicit from him. No matter how much they 
pressed him, he refused to give a substantive answer. As much as his journey had set the 
normally somnolent village abuzz, his mysterious return left people breathless with curiosity. 

The man planned to return to Eretz Yisroel when he felt stronger, but as the days and 
weeks passed, he felt progressively weaker. The doctors could not do anything for him, and 
he realized that he was facing the end of his life. 

As he lay on his deathbed, he felt that his soul was on the verge of departing, and he 
sent a messenger to summon the chevrah kadisha, the community burial society, to come 
immediately. He had something very important to tell them. The messenger returned with a 
member of the chevrah kadisha in a very short time. 

 "What can we do for you?" said the man.  "We understand that you have something 
important for us to know." 

 "I'm sorry," said the man.  "I cannot talk now. I apologize for putting you to such 
trouble. " 

The man from the chevrah kadisha shrugged and left the room. People in their last 
moments often behaved strangely. It was not the first time he had observed this kind of 
behavior. 

The next day, the man sent for the chevra kadisha again, and the same member 
answered his call. 

 "Have you remembered the important thing?" he asked. 

The man shook his head.  "It seems I've troubled for nothing again. Please forgive me." 

The following day, the man sent a messenger to the chevrah kadisha for a third time, but 
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this time, the messenger reported that they refused to send anyone. The man sent the 
messenger back to plead with them to give him one more chance, and they relented. 

 "This time I am ready to talk to you," said the man.  "I was only allowed to speak to 
you just before my death. Yesterday and the day before, I had felt faint and thought I was 
about to die, but when you came, I felt a little better, and so I could not talk to you. But now, 
there is no doubt. The Angel of Death is staring me in the face." 

 "It's all right," said the man from the chevrah kadisha.  "Calm yourself. I am listening." 

 "Thank you," said the man, and he proceeded to tell the most amazing story that had 
taken place a number of years before. 

The village in which the man lived was not far from Berditchev, and the man's 
business often took him there. On these occasions, he would always make sure to visit Rav 
Levi Yitzchok's shul to watch the tzaddik's devotions with reverence and to ask for his advice 
and blessings. One time, while Rav Levi Yitzchok was still wearing his tallis and tefillin, a 
group of people burst into the shul and approached him. 

 "This man has robbed us, Rebbe," said an irate fellow who was clearly a merchant. 

 "That's not true," shouted the accused. 

 "Calm down," said Rav Levi Yitzchok.  "Why don't you tell me the story?"  

 "Thank you. I'm a money changer. That's how I earn my living. But I have no working 
capital of my own. So I have to take on some of the local merchants as investors. They know 
I'm good at what I do and that I can turn a nice profit for them. But then a terrible thing 
happened. I came into my strong-room and found that the strongbox had been broken open 
and three hundred rubles were missing. I was robbed, and now I am ruined." 

 "He robbed himself," said the merchant.  "He took the money for himself, and now he 
claims it was stolen." 

 "Why would I do that?" said the money changer.  "I've lost my livelihood. No one will 
want to do business with me after this disaster. Why would I ruin my own life?" 

 "Is there anyone you suspect?" said Rav Levi Yitzchok.  "Can you think of anyone who 
might have had the opportunity to take the money?" 

The money changer shook his head.  "The only one I can think of is the maid, a young 
Jewish girl from a poor family." 

 "Send for her," said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

A short while later, the maid arrived accompanied by her parents. The maid protested 
her innocence, and her parents cried and wrung their hands. 

 "Two things are clear to me," said Rav Levi Yitzchok.  "One, the girl is blameless. Two, 
a robbery really did take place. The money was stolen. But what can I do? I don't know where 
the money is, so how can I help you in this situation?" 

Rav Levi Yitzchok closed his eyes and let his chin sink to his chest. He remained in that 
position, lost in thought, for a long time. Finally, he sighed and looked up. He clapped his 
hands together to get the attention of everyone in the shul. 

 "This Jew has lost three hundred rubles," he declared.  "His business will go under 
unless the money is replaced. I promise whoever provides the necessary funds for this Jew 



4 � Shelach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

that he will have a portion in Gan Eden right next to mine." 

As the chevrah kadisha listened to this fascinating story, the dying man related that he 
had been present in the shul at that time, and he had been intrigued by Rav Levi Yitzchok's 
offer. 

 "I'm a businessman, Rebbe," he said to Rav Levi Yitzchok, "and this seems like a pretty 
good investment to me." 

 "Then you will do it?" said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

 "I want to," said the man, "but as I said, I 'm a businessman. I need it in writing." 

 "Of course," said Rav Levi Yitzchok.  "We will take care of that after everyone leaves." 

The man handed the money to Rav Levi Yitzchok, and Rav Levi Yitzchok gave it to the 
money changer. 

 "May this money bring you success and good fortune, "Rav Levi Yitzchok said to the 
money changer, "and may you never suffer a loss again." Then he turned to the young maid.  
"As for you, because you have been humiliated undeservedly, may the Almighty bless you 
with a good marriage full of happiness and joy." 

The merchants, the money changer and the maid and her parents all thanked Rav Levi 
Yitzchok and left. Only the man who had given the money remained. Rav Levi Yitzchok 
called for pen and paper. He wrote a few words on a small scrap of paper, folded it over 
several times and handed it to the man. 

 "Do not ever open this note," he said.  "At the end of your life, when you feel your soul 
is about to leave your body, give this note to the chevrah kadisha and tell them to place it in 
your hand when they bury you." 

The man was overjoyed. He took the note home with him to his village and placed it 
inside an old Siddur, where it remained for years. 

When the man decided to move to Eretz Yisroel, he first went to Berditchev to ask Rav 
Levi Yitzchok for his blessing. 

 "I have good news for you," Rav Levi Yitzchok.  "The thief who took the three 
hundred rubles was discovered, and the money was returned. He was impressed by your 
willingness to help the money changer, and he had a change of heart. He gave back the 
money and asked me to help him do teshuvah. I can now return your money to you, and you 
can give me back my note."  

The man shook his head.  "I don't want the money back. I'm a businessman, and I 
believe I made a very good deal. I do not want to undo it. The money can be given to the 
maid as a dowry or for any other purpose as the rebbe sees fit." 

Rav Levi Yitzchok nodded.  "Very well, it will be as you say." 

The man returned home and proceeded with the distribution of his belongings and the 
preparations for the journey. 

When he arrived in Eretz Yisroel, he was shocked to discover that he couldn't find the 
note. It was not in his Siddur. He then recalled that he had put it into an older Siddur, one 
that he had donated to the Beis Medrash in his village before leaving on his journey. The man 
didn't know what to do. Should he go back home to get his note? Should he send for it? 



5 � Shelach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

 "I found no rest," he said to the man from chevra kadisha.  "I couldn't eat, and I couldn't 
sleep until I finally decided to come back for the note. I returned to my village went to the 
Beis Medrash to look for my old Siddur. It was there, and so was the note. I took the precious 
note and put it in a safe place. People were curious about why I had returned, but I said 
nothing to anyone. Instead, I began to make preparations for returning to Eretz Yisroel. But 
unfortunately it was not to be. My condition deteriorated, and I found myself on my 
deathbed. Two days ago, I thought the end was near, and I called for you to come. But when 
you came, I felt better, so I said nothing. The same happened yesterday. Today, however, I 
feel that my life is hanging on a thread, that only my need to talk to you is keeping me alive. 
Please forgive me." 

 "There is nothing to forgive." 

With a trembling hand, the man handed a tiny piece of folded paper to the man from 
the chevrah kadisha. Then he closed his eyes and passed away. 

Later, as the chevrah kadisha prepared the body for interment, as one of the men 
reached for the note, it fell to the ground and unfolded. The words written there were clear 
for all to see.  "Open for him the gates of Gan Eden. Signed, Levi Yitzchok ben Sarah Sosha." 

n 

Dvar Torah 
When Hashem tells Moshe to send spies to scout the land of Canaan, he says (Bamidbar 

13:13), "Send men for yourself (shelach lecha) …" In what sense was Moshe supposed to send 
the men for himself? The commentators are all intrigued by this question. 

The answer, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, lies in the purpose of the mission. Hashem did 
not need spies to reconnoiter the land and discover its strategic strengths and weaknesses. 
Rather, he wanted Moshe to send a group of tzaddikim who would learn Torah and perform 
their avodah in the land and thereby prepare it for the Jewish people. The faith and devotion 
of these men would leave a deep impression on the Land and raise its level of holiness. 

The word shelach, send, indicates that their efforts would reach out to Heaven and 
draw down of bounty and blessing from the celestial Eretz Yisroel in Heaven to the mundane 
Eretz Yisroel here on earth. In this way, they would ensure that the land would desire that the 
Jewish people should come into it. It would yearn for the presence of the descendants of 
Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. 

In this regard, the mission of the spies could only be accomplished if the men chosen 
were on the highest spiritual levels. That is what Hashem meant with the words for yourself. 
They should value the spiritual accomplishments of you yourself,  Moshe. They should not 
focus on military strategy but rather on performing their avodah in the land on the very 
highest spiritual levels. 

n n n 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

"And Moshe sent them forth...by the Word of HaShem " (BaMidbar 13:3) 
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For Moshe and his generation – namely, the Generation of 
the Wilderness, were a metaphor for the written Torah, while 
Yehoshua and his generation, who entered the Land, were a 
metaphor for the oral Torah. [Compare the Orach LaChaim 
Parshas Shelach, text beginning An Alternative Interpretation of 
Shelach (2)] And this is hinted at by the fact that our Sages (Bava 
Basra 75a) say,  "The face of Moshe was as the face of the sun, while 
the face of Yehoshua was as the face of the moon, for the oral Torah 
receives its logical input from the written Torah, as the moon 
receives light from the sun" (Zohar HaKadosh; part three, page 
114b). And this is also hinted at by "And Moshe sent them forth by 
the Word of Hashem," hinting that the generation that enters Eretz 
Yisroel has to be a metaphor for the oral Torah. And in truth, the 
oral Torah is determined by the will of the righteous of the 
generation – this one forbids while this one permits,  this one 
declares  ritually impure while this one declares ritually pure – 
according to the will of the righteous of the generation. Therefore 
Yisroel, which is compared to the oral Torah, arranges the calendar 

of the year according to the moon (Sukkah 29a), which hints at the oral Torah. 

n 

  "And Moshe called Hoshea bin Nun Yehoshua " (BaMidbar 13:16) 
 

Rashi explained, "Kah Yoshiacha me-Atzas Meraglim —  
may Hashem help you from the plan of the Meraglim."  We must 
understand this, because at this point, Moshe did not know that 
they would become Meraglim in the negative sense, for if he knew, 
he certainly would not have sent them, as Rashi explains regarding 
the word  men (BaMidbar 13:3), that at that time they were still 
unblemished; and if so, why did he pray for Yehoshua? It is possible 
to answer that Hashem had said to Moshe to send the men for the 
purpose of performing the Mitzvos of the Torah throughout the 
Land, and in the Book of Devarim, when Moshe recounts the story 
of the Meraglim, it says (Devarim 1:22),  "ve-yachperu lanu es ha-
Aretz —they will dig in the land.  For indeed we find in the Midrash 
(Koheles Rabbah 1:4), "Just as there are 248 organs and 365 
tendons in the human body, so are there in the earth, as it is written 
"the nakedness of the land " (Bereshis 42:9), "the heart of the land " 
(Yeshayahu 40:2)  "the navel of the land " (Yechezkel 38:12), "the 
eye of the land" (BaMidbar 22:5). Take note that the 248 organs 
correspond to the 248 positive commandments, and the 365 
tendons correspond to the 365 negative commandments (Zohar 
HaKadosh part one, 170b), implying that each tendon is obligated 

to guard against the violation of the negative command with which it is associated. So is it also 
with respect to the Land, that the organs and the  tendons  are obligated to observe the 613 
commandments, and when Yisroel performs the commandments in the land, through this the 
land desires and yearns for their being in the land, in order to fulfill the 613 commandments 
of the Torah. 
 

Moshe and the 
Generation of the 
Wilderness represented the 
ritten Torah, whereas 
Yehoshua and the 
generation that entered 
Eretz Yisroel represented 
the oral Law. This is hinted 
at by "the face of Moshe 
resembled the sun; the face 
of Yehoshua resembled the 
moon." This is because the 
moon reflects to earth the 
light of the sun when 
otherwise there would be 
complete darkness. Another 
hint:  "And Moshe sent them 
forth by the Word of 
HaShem" hinting that the 
next generation would 
represent the oral Law. 

Rashi explains the 
extra Yud  in the name to 
have the significance that  
"may HaShem (represented 
by the Yud) help you from 
the plan of the Meraglim. " 
This is difficult because at 
this point, the messengers 
who would become 
Meraglim were righteous, 
so what plan  was Moshe 
worried about? Unless we 
completely re-interpret what 
was happening, in the sense 
that the mission of the 
messengers was to learn 
Torah and perform Mitzvos 
in the land, and Moshe was 
praying that Hashem give 
Yehoshua strength to help 
the messengers carry 
out their positive 
mission. 
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Therefore Moshe sent the twelve men, and he commanded 
them Ve-Yasuru  in the sense of Torah; that is, that they should 
learn Torah there, and the land would be easy for them to conquer if 
they would perform the commandments of the Torah, and Yisroel 
would be giving abundance to the land, and the land would be 
as one who receives it. And this is the meaning of  Ve-yachperu 
HaAretz  in the sense of  Ve-Chafrah HaChamah —  And the sun 
shall be ashamed  (Yirmiyah 15:9), for the land will be, as it were,  
ashamed  before Yisroel, who pours abundance into it, and this is 
the essential meaning of the  desire of the Land. And this is the 
meaning of the posuk (BaMidbar 21:17), "Oz yoshir Yisroel, Ali be 

'er...— then did Yisroel sing, Rise up O well, sing to it... ,"  for the song is for her benefit; it is 
good for her. And this as well is the meaning of the continuation there (21:18), "Be 'er 
chaforuha sarim, karuha...— the well that the princes dug out, they delved...,"  in the sense 
of chafra ha-chamah,  the sun was ashamed,  that the princes had dug within her, for she 
was ashamed before them. (Here there is an omission from the text of theKedushas Levi.) 

n 

 "...Ascend here in the south and climb the mountain. See the Land – what is it 
like?..." (BaMidbar 13:17-18) 
 

The principle is that when one wishes to raise up a divine spark, 
then one must attach oneself to the divine characteristic of loving-
kindness (Zohar HaKadosh Part 3, 223a), and that is the 
significance of the south; for the direction south  indicates loving-
kindness (See Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 69, 106b). Or one must break 
the desire of the evil impulse for its desired one, as is explained 
elsewhere (See Parshas Noach, text beginning "An additional 
explanation for 'These are ... ') in connection with the explanation of 
the verse (Tehilim 119:98),  "Your Commandments make me wiser 
than my enemies, for they are always with me." In other words, say 
to the evil impulse, who is called an enemy, "You entice me to fulfill 
your desire, and the essence of that desire is that I should have 
pleasure. But is it not true that the primary pleasure lies in being a 

servant to HaShem? Indeed, it is best to serve HaShem! And the distinction is that in serving 
HaShem the pleasure is eternal, but your pleasure involves fleeting things. " And this is the 
meaning of  my enemies, that is, with respect to the evil impulse, Your commandments  make 
me wiser because they are of an eternal nature, etc. – (refer there) 
 

And this is hinted at by and climb the mountain,  for the evil 
impulse is called a mountain, as our Sages say in Sukkah 52a,  "The 
righteous...;" (To the righteous, the Evil Impulse will appear like a 
tall mountain...) that is to say, "From the enticements of the evil 
impulses themselves [That is, by the contrast of the fleeting 
pleasure that the evil impulse has to offer against the eternal 
pleasure that the Torah has to offer, I am able to make the 
obviously correct decision], I derive the pleasure to serve HaShem, 
and by this, the divine spark' rises and shatters its imprisoning 
shell." Or by means of raising the matter under consideration to 
scrutiny by the light of nothingness," that it should gaze at the place 

Thus, Moshe sent 
the men to carry out good 
work in the land, learning 
Torah and performing 
Mitzvos, and thereby, in the 
active sense, provide 
spiritual abundance to the 
land, which would, in the 
passive sense, be the 
recipient of those riches, and 
thus desire that Yisroel enter 
it. 

When one wishes to 
raise a divine spark, one 
must attach himself to the 
attribute of loving-kindness. 
Or break the connection 
between the evil inclination 
and its desired victim by 
pointing out the contrast 
between the fleeting 
moments that one enjoys 
the pleasures offered by the 
Yetzer HaRa  and the 
eternal nature of the 
pleasures offered by the 
Yetzer HaTov.  

There are three 
perspectives by which a 
person can overcome the 
evil inclination. One can 
climb the mountain,  and 
quickly realize that he is no 
more than a molehill. One 
can examine the matter 
under consideration by the 
light of nothingness, or 
evaluate oneself from the 
perspective of "and we are 
nothing. " 
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of emptiness  that is the origin of all souls – by this method, the  divine spark  will rise. And 
this is also the meaning of u-mah he-arim;   mah is equivalent to nothingness, as our sages 
say (Chullin 89a), "Not like Avrohom, who said..., but rather like Moshe, who said  'And we 
are nothing.' " (Shemos 16:7) From the contemplation of reality from the three perspectives 
mentioned, the divine spark will rise and subdue the evil. 

n 

  "And we were in our own eyes as grasshoppers, and so were we in their eyes 
"(BaMidbar 13:33) 
 

Rashi explains how they knew this, "They said, 'We heard 
them say, there are ants in the vineyards.'" At first glance, there 
(seems to be) [is] a difficulty, for the verse speaks of grasshoppers! 
The answer seems to be, that in general, when Yisroel fulfills the 
Will of the Creator, Blessed is He, then as it were, the State of 
Kingship of the Creator, Blessed is He, rises. And this is hinted at by 
the expression, "And Kalev silenced them... We will surely go up!... " 
(BaMidbar 13:30); that is, there will be a rising  for His State of 
Kingship, then we will rise,  because we were the cause of His 
rising, by fulfilling the will of the Creator, Blessed is He. And Rashi 
hints at this here, when he says that the Meraglim threw off the 

yoke of His Kingdom, Blessed is He, and that is why Rashi refers to ants, because concerning 
ants we find in Mishlei (6:7),  "Go to the lowly ant... who has no (officer, nor guard, nor ruler" 
– to hint at the ideas explained above. 

n 

  "And we were in our own eyes as grasshoppers... " (BaMidbar 13:33) 
 

An alternative explanation of the above is as follows: Rashi 
explains "We heard them say there are ants in the vineyards." Rashi 
's explanation is difficult because who is talking about ants? The 
verse mentions grasshoppers! A possible explanation is according to 
the Yalkut Shimoni (Comment 742), where we find that Talmai 
asked them, "Why do you want to conquer the Land of Yisroel? 
Doesn't all of the earth belong to the Holy One, Blessed is He, and 
He gave it to us! And if so, for you to take it would be stealing!" 
Indeed our Sages have dealt with this matter in Eruvin (100b), 
referring to the verse (Mishlei 6:6)  "Observe the ant..., " because it 
would be possible to learn the prohibition against stealing from the 
ant, because it does not take from another. And this is the meaning 
of the comment of Rashi , where he says, "We heard them say that 
the people in the vineyards are as far from stealing as ants, and for 
that reason, they would not take Eretz Yisroel from us," as is written 
in the Yalkut, that that is what Talmai said to them. However, the 
truth is not so, as Rashi explains in Parshas Bereshis (Bereshis 1:1),  
"According to His Will was it given to them, and by His Will it was 
given to Yisroel, and it is therefore not considered stealing!" 

n 

When Yisroel fulfills 
the Will of HaShem, then 
His State of Kingship rises. 
And when there is a rising 
for His State of Kingship, 
then we also rise, because 
we caused His Kingship to 
rise. Therefore, although 
they heard a reference to 
ants, their legitimately 
inflated self-image 
magnified the reference to 
grasshoppers. 

An alternative 
explanation of the 
significance of ants in the 
activities of the Meraglim is 
as follows: When they gave 
their report to the people of 
Yisroel, they said that they 
heard the Canaanim say that 
the people in the vineyards 
are as far from taking the 
land from them as ants are 
from stealing from one 
another. Thus, they wanted 
to make the people of 
Yisroel feel guilty about 
conquering the Land of 
Canaan. But the truth is that 
just as HaShem gave the 
land at one time to them, 
now it was His Will that the 
people of Yisroel have the 
land. 
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 "HaShem, Slow to Anger... "(BaMidbar 14:18) 
 

[The Kedushas Levi will deal here with the conflict between 
the Midos of Hashem as stated in the context of the Sin of the 
Golden Calf, where we find that list beginning  with "Hashem, 
Hashem, Almighty G-d, Compassionate and Gracious, Slow to 
Anger... "(Shemos 34:6)]  

For when Yisroel made the egel, the sin was against Hashem, 
but here the sin was against the image of Yisroel; namely, that they 
didn't believe that the people of Yisroel had the spiritual strength to 
overturn everything by their prayer! And in truth, the attribute of 
rachum, compassionate, means that the Holy One, Blessed is He, as 
it were, unites Himself with the lower worlds, in the same manner 
as the rich man who feels compassion for the poor person, must 
unite with the suffering of the poor individual, in order that the 
latter have compassion on himself; so, as it were, is the attribute of 
compassion, in connection with the Holy One, Blessed is He. And 
the attribute of gracious means that we find grace in the eyes of the 
Holy One, Blessed is He. And here in the sending of the Meraglim, 

the people of Yisroel revealed that they did not believe in the divine attribute of compassion, 
that Hashem united with Yisroel, nor in the attribute of gracious, that we had found grace in 
the eyes of the Holy One, Blessed is He. That is why Moshe did not make reference to 
compassion and graciousness, but only to slow to anger. 

n 

 "And HaShem said, 'I have forgiven, according to your words.' " (BaMidbar 
14:20) 
 

And Rashi explains according to your words as referring to 
what Moshe had said earlier, recorded in Devarim (9:28), "Lest 
they say..."  At first glance, it is difficult to understand what Rashi is 
coming to teach us. But, upon further reflection, it seems that this is 
Rashi 's intention: Moshe prayed to the Holy One, Blessed is He, for 
the sake of Yisroel with the argument that a desecration of HaShem 
's Name, G-d forbid, be avoided, as it says in the verse (BaMidbar 
14:13)  "And Egypt will hear..." But this argument is initially 
difficult to understand, because all the thoughts of men are under 
the control of the Holy One, Blessed is He, and He can determine 

the paths that people follow as He sees fit. If so, He could turn the thoughts of the nations 
such that they would not say, "Because HaShem lacked the ability..."(BaMidbar 14:16), and 
there would not occur, G-d forbid, a desecration of G-d's Name! 
 

 

But the fact of the matter is that the word of the 
righteous makes an impression Above and below, as it is 
written in Iyov (22:28), "You shall also make a decree..."  
(The posuk in Iyov (22:28) continues  "...and they will be 
fulfilled...") And if so, since Moshe alluded to the fact in his 
prayer that there would, G-d forbid, be a desecration of G-
d's Name if Yisroel were to be destroyed, then certainly 

When the people of 
Yisroel made the egel, 
Moshe began his tefillo to 
Hashem by citing the 
attributes of compassion 
and gracious; whereas here 
he jumps to slow to anger. 
Why did he fail to cite 
Hashem's compassion and 
graciousness? The answer is 
that those attributes work 
on a cooperative basis with 
the people. The people lost 
confidence in their ability to 
accomplish great things; 
they felt they could not be 
partners with Hashem in 
receiving His compassion 
nor did they feel that they'd 
found favor in His eyes. 

Rashi explains the 
expression "according to 
your words" as a reference 
to what Moshe had said 
earlier, "Lest they say 
HaShem was not able 
to…" Kedushas Levi asks,  
but doesn't Hashem control 
the thoughts of men, such 
that He would not allow 
them to think that? 

Kedushas Levi answers that the 
fact that Moshe had mentioned the 
possibility that they would think such 
thoughts was sufficient, in terms of the 
principle that a righteous person can 
make a binding decree such that even 
Hashem cannot overturn it, to 
guarantee that the desecration of 
Hashem's Name would occur. 
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there would, G-d forbid, be a desecration of G-d 's Name. And this is what Rashi meant when 
he explained according to your words  as referring to "Lest they say..." Your words made an 
impression, and because of your words, they  would certainly say! But if not for your words 
"lest they say," the nations would not say those things. But since you, Moshe, said that they 
would, they will certainly say those things, in accordance with Scripture, "You shall also make 
a decree... " 

n 

Our Sages Z"L said (Tosafos Bava Basra 119b, text beginning  "Even if... "),  "The 
wood-gatherer acted for the sake of Heaven": 
 

So that the world should know that even though the penalty 
of death had been pronounced on the generation that they would 
die in the wilderness, nevertheless they were obligated to observe 
the Torah and the commandments (refer to the Midrashic teachings 
of Chazal). The question arises, though, even if his intention was for 
the sake of Heaven, how was he able to justify violating the 
Shabbos? But our sages explained (Shabbos 121a) that his act was in 
the category of a melocha that was not performed for its own sake, 
for which the one who performs the act is not viewed as culpable. 
And here that was the case. For his purpose was not to gather wood 
for his use, for he had no such requirement at all; his only intention 
was that the Name of Heaven be sanctified through his action, thus 
his act was indeed a   melocha (The definition of a melocha  is a 
creative interaction with nature that is performed with the specific 
positive purpose of that act in mind) that was not performed for its 
own sake. Therefore, he really did not violate the Shabbos at all, but 
they stoned him anyway so that the public should not become aware 

of the nature of his act, (It never occurred to the people that they might be released from 
observance of the Torah because of the decree that had been imposed upon them) according 
to the plain meaning of the Midrash. 

n 

 "But as I live! And the Glory of HaShem shall fill the entire world. For all the 
men who have seen My Glory and My Signs that I performed in Egypt and in 
the Wilderness...will not see the land that I have sworn to their forefathers... " 
(BaMidbar 14:21-22) 
 

It would seem that the word ki  (which generally links a fact 
and its cause) is not used precisely here, for how does the second 
clause state a cause for the first?   Namely, that the Glory of 
HaShem fills the world because of those men who would die in the 
wilderness? To begin to answer this question, let us introduce a 
familiar idea related to the concept of Free Choice that Hashem 
granted to the human being, in order that he would have the 
strength and the courage to choose the good and reject the bad  and 

to overcome the eil impulse. For if it were not true that the human being possessed an evil 
impulse that was attempting at all times to entice him to follow the desire of his soul to do that 
which was wrong in the eyes of Hashem, then there would be nothing at all surprising in that 

Chazal taught that 
the wood-gatherer acted for 
the sake of Heaven, to teach 
that even though the 
generation had been 
condemned to die in the 
wilderness, they were still 
obligated to obey the 
commands of the Torah, 
such as the prohibition to 
collect wood on Shabbos. 
But the question arises, how 
was he able to violate the 
Shabbos in that manner? 
The answer is his act was in 
the nature of a Melacha that 
was not performed for its 
own sake – he didn't need 
the wood; he only wanted to 
teach the lesson. 

The Torah seems to 
imply that somehow the 
cause for Hashem's glory 
filling the world is the death 
of the generation of the 
wilderness. Kedushas Levi 
relates this to the concept of 
Bechirah Chofshis, freedom 
of choice. 
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a person worships Hashem, and the pleasure would not be as great for the Creator, Blessed is 
He. (Compare the Zohar HaKadosh part II, 163b). 
 

By way of illustrating the above idea, consider the parable of 
a servant who served his master faithfully, and there was nothing 
unusual in this, because the servant possessed no permission or 
ability to choose not to serve him, and therefore the master derived 
no special pleasure from  his service because it was compelled. 
Unlike the case of a beloved son to whom Free Choice was given, 
whether or not to serve his father. And there were many reasons 
enticing the son to violate his father's wishes, but despite these, the 
wise child did not follow the impulses of his heart to follow them, 
but rather all the strength of his desire and his will were to serve his 
father, and to accept upon himself the yoke of his rule, and he 
rendered his service with fullness of heart and with an abundance of 
joy. Then his father, the king, took great pleasure in the fact that his 
son had chosen very wisely, to choose that which was good; to serve 
him, and to reject evil. In that very same manner, we His Nation, 
the children of Yisroel, Who are called children of the Omnipresent  
(Avos 3:14), who have been given Free Choice, and furthermore we 
have within us an evil impulse that entices and attempts to divert us 
from the ways of Hashem, but nevertheless we accept the yoke of 
His Kingship by accepting the Torah and the commandments, and 
thereby worship Him; from this very fact, the glory of Hashem is 

increased.  
 

And this is the intention of Chazal when they say (Avos 6:11), 
"Everything that the Holy One, Blessed is He, Created, He created 
only for the enhancement of His Glory. " For the Rambam writes in  
Moreh Nevuchim in the essay  Yotzer Ohr U-Boray Choshech,  "He 
forms light and creates darkness" that the meaning of the term  
Bara found in that scriptural expression, composed of Bes, Resh, 
Aleph" is related to the meaning of the similar word  Bor, 
composed of Bes,  Vov,  Resh, in  "VeHaBor rek; ain bo moyim—
The pit was empty, there was no water in it" (Bereshis 37:24); that 
is, having to do with emptiness. That is, in the absence of light, 
Hashem creates darkness. In other words, darkness remains 
astonishingly empty (Bereshis 1:2) only from the absence of light. 
By this interpretation, the intention of Chazal in "Everything that 
the Holy One, Blessed is He, Created " refers to His giving Free Will 
and also an evil impulse to the human being (that is related to the 
concept of creation of darkness), for by that the human being was 

absent of  light and in this created darkness, was able to deviate from following Hashem. 
However, when the human being strengthens himself and overcomes the evil impulse, and 
chooses good and rejects evil by means of Free Choice, by that act the glory of Hashem is 
enhanced. And this is the meaning of the idea that Hashem created the world only for the 
enhancement of His Glory, because through the bechira, the free choice of the human being, 
there will be an enhancement and an elevation of the glory of Hashem. 
 

A parable is offered 
to illustrate the above idea. 
Consider a king who has a 
robot-like servant who 
serves him because he is 
programmed to do so. The 
king derives no special 
pleasure from his service. 
On the other hand, suppose 
he has a teen-age son who 
has many temptations not to 
serve his father, but who 
finds the greatest pleasure in 
doing so. From his service 
the king derives tremendous 
pleasure because his son 
chose to serve him. 
Similarly, we are placed here 
on earth with an evil 
inclination whose mission is 
to entice us to follow our 
desires which have nothing 
to do with Hashem; yet we 
choose to serve the Creator. 

The Rambam writes 
in Moreh Nevuchim on the 
biblical expression  "Yotzer 
Ohr U-Boray Choshech—
He forms light and creates 
darkness" that  Boray, 
derived from the Shoresh  
Beis, Reish, Aleph  is related 
to the word  Bor, meaning  
pit, as an empty space. The 
Yetzer HaRa is such an 
empty space, bereft of divine 
light. It is the task of the Jew 
to fill the pit that is his evil 
inclination with the light of 
Torah and Mitzvos. By 
proper exercise of Free 
Choice, the glory of Hashem 
is enhanced in the world. 
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It is known that the generation of the wilderness did not have 
an evil impulse, as Chazal say (VaYikra Rabbah 18:3), Charus, 
literally inscribed in stone, and referring to the Ten Utterances, but 
interpreted homiletically as Chayrus, freedom; that is, freedom 
from death (This was the original intention, so to speak, of 
Hashem; namely, that the generation of the wilderness would enter 
the Land of Yisroel with Moshe, build the Holy Temple and never 
die, but with the sin of the Meraglim the plan was radically, so to 
speak, changed.) and therefore, even if they would have served 
Hashem, it would not have been considered unusual, and there 
would not have been an enhancement of the glory of Hashem. And 
this is the meaning of the scriptural expressions "By My Life..."and 
"My Glory will fill the World," and Scripture gives the reason why 

the glory of Hashem would be enhanced specifically by their children, but not by them, 
"because they were all the people who saw My glory," and therefore by them and through 
them it would be impossible for My Name to be enhanced if they would see the land, for the 
very reason that they had no evil impulse. But rather their children would see the land, for 
they would have an evil impulse and Free Choice, and they would choose to serve Me. By 
means of their choice, My glory would be enhanced to a greater degree than it would by the 
service of their parents, because the latter had no evil impulse.  
 

It is also known that through our choice of the good and our 
rejection of that which is evil, and our fulfillment of the Will of 
HaShem as expressed in the Torah and the commandments and by 
good deeds, we attach ourselves to the source of life, to the Creator, 
Blessed is He, and Blessed is His Name, Who lives and exists 
forever. And as our sages said (Berachos 18a), "Great are the 
righteous, who even after their deaths are considered alive, because 
they have attached themselves, through their good deeds and 
adherence to the Torah and the commandments, to the source of 
life. Not so are the wicked who already in their lives are considered 
dead (Berachos 18b), for they have attached themselves to the 

source of death by their evil deeds." 
 

And by this can be understood the intention of Moshe 
Rabbeinu who said (BaMidbar 16:29-30), "If these die in the 
manner of all men... But if HaShem will create a new phenomenon... 
and they will descend alive into the pit...." that is initially not clear 
why they should go to their deaths alive? But we note that the 
complaint of Korach concerned the priesthood and he wanted 
therefore to fulfill a commandment of Hashem, thus attaching 
himself to the source of life. But the purity of his intention was not 
complete, in that he wanted to wrap himself with a Tallis that was 
not his, because the command of the Kehunah had already been 
given to Aharon by Hashem; thus he wanted to violate the word of 
Hashem, attaching himself simultaneously to the source of death. 

Thus he was caught in an internal contradiction, by wanting to perform a commandment by 
means of committing a sin, thereby attaching himself at once to the source of life and to the 
source of death. Therefore, his punishment was apportioned to him according to his own 

The generation of 
the wilderness did not 
possess a Yetzer HaRa, as 
we derive from the word  
Charus, meaning  inscribed 
but interpreted as  Chayrus, 
meaning  freedom from 
death and from sin. Thus, 
the verse cited above means 
that the glory of Hashem 
will be enhanced to a far 
greater extent by individuals 
with an evil inclination and 
a more robust Freedom of 
Choice. 

There is also greater 
attachment to the source of 
life by our rejection of that 
which is evil, and our 
fulfillment of that which is 
good and in accord with the 
Will of Hashem; namely the 
Torah and the 
commandments. For the 
wicked are considered dead 
even while alive, and the 
righteous are considered 
alive even after their death. 

Korach tried to live 
a paradox. His complaint 
concerned acquiring the 
priesthood, which was, in a 
sense positive, but he 
wanted to wrap himself with 
a Tallis that was not his, 
because the priesthood had 
already been given to 
Aharon. Therefore, Moshe 
sentenced him to an 
appropriate death: to 
descend to his death while 
still alive. 
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nature, according to the Talmudic principle that a person is measured ... [A person is 
measured according to his own scale of measurement] (Megillah 12b), which dictated that he 
should go to his death alive, precisely because he himself attempted to combine life within 
death. 

n 

  "I am HaShem your G-d Who took you out ... I am HaShem your G-d." 
(BaMidbar 15:41) 
 

The language is doubled. The idea is that a person should 
always have foremost in his mind that everything he says, all of his 
thoughts and all of his actions make an impression Above, and 
therefore a person is required to guard all of his thoughts, deeds and 
words zealously, with fear of Hashem, because all of his movements 
are literally recorded Above. And this, again, is an important rule in 
one's approach to serving Hashem; namely, that a person should 
have foremost in his mind that everything he does is recorded. For 
Hashem, Blessed is He, knows the thoughts of people and monitors 
at all times with a personal supervision all the paths taken by men. 
And this is indeed the most important principle underlying the 

divine service by human beings, that each person concentrate on the fact that Hashem, 
Blessed is He, supervises him in everything that he does. And this is the meaning of "I am 
Hashem your G-d Who took you out of Egypt," (The same G-d Who is the G-d of 
history) to make uppermost in your mind that it is the same "I Who is your G-d; Who is 
concerned about all your actions." (...is your personal G-d.) 

n n n 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

You Are What You See 

The people of Yisroel needed to see for themselves. They needed to check out Eretz 
Yisroel with their own eyes before they would agree to the Land of Yisroel as their homeland. 
This little due diligence that they performed, however, had catastrophic consequences which 
seemed totally out of proportion.  "One year of Golus for each day".  "And the carcasses of all 
those that spoke about Me will fall in this wilderness," said G-d. 

Rashi points out that this transgression was especially distasteful being that it came on 
the heels of Miriam and others ruminating about Moshe. They should have learned from the 
story of Miriam but instead they fell into the trap of the spies. 

The two stories have much in common. Moshe gave up royalty in Egypt to protect a 
Jew. He became a nomad; he risked his life to free the Jewish people. As their leader he held 
back nothing. He gave away every comfort to serve the Jewish people. He became a prophet 
and spoke with Hashem. In the words of the Torah:  "Why aren't you afraid to talk about 
Moshe?!" How could you bring yourself to say a word about the man who has given his life for 
you? 

And now! You are a down trodden people. You are a nation without a home. You have 
no place to plant a garden or to build a school for your children. G-d tells you that he found 

The idea of I am 
HaShem is doubled 
because a person must bear 
in mind that the same G-d 
Who is the G-d of history, 
Who revealed himself when 
He took the people of Yisroel 
out of Egypt, is One and 
the same G-d, Who 
supervises your every action, 
and is thus your personal 
G-d. 
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the most beautiful spot on earth. He chose a land that is green and flowing with beautiful 
brooks, hills and livestock. You say "let's take a look and see if it is for us and if it is to our 
liking!" The Jewish response is absurd.  "Let's see for ourselves!" After all He has done for you 
– how can you question Him? How can you doubt Hashem after He has done so much? 

In both of these stories there is a lacking in the same basic quality, Hakorat HaTov. 
Usually Hakorat HaTov is translated as gratitude. The correct translation, however, refers to 
the ability of man to recognize good that was done and to never lose sight of that good. 
Without this ability it is impossible to be a sincere Jew. It is impossible to maintain a 
relationship with man or with G-d. It is impossible to have a successful marriage. It is also 
impossible to find the truth in life because one is always blinded by the specks of fault even in 
the face of a multitude of goodness. 

I remember having numerous discussions with a friend of mine who was involved in 
outreach. He shared with me his great joy when he succeeded in sending one of his students 
off to Yeshiva. He described how he had stayed up nights with this boy philosophizing about 
Yiddishkeit, how he debated with the boys parents regularly about the benefits of Judaism 
and finally raised the necessary funds for the boy's trip to Eretz Yisroel. I was so impressed 
with the work my colleague had put in. While in Eretz Yisroel I happened to bump into this 
boy who by that time had become a full-fledged Yeshiva Bochur and was doing well. I struck 
up a conversation with him and wanting to hear more about my friend's good work, I asked 
him how he had come to Yiddishkeit. Imagine my disappointment when he told me that it was 
just something he had come to on his own! 

The Jews forgot about all the good of Moshe and G-d and became obsessed with 
minutia, and G-d's disappointment in us was very great. 

I'm very fond of quoting the previous Gerer Rebbe, the Beis Yisroel. Often when he 
would hear that one of his Chassidim were upset at him he would ask, "Why is he upset? I 
never did anything for him!" There is something psychological about us not having Hakorat 
HaTov. We do say thank you, we may show gratitude, but recognizing and appreciating a 
good that was done is for some reason a difficult task. Difficult as it is, it is what it takes to 
maintain our relationships with G-d and with man and to finally arrive in Eretz Yisroel. 

It may be difficult but the older I get the more I realize that recognizing the good that 
G-d does for us in life and thanking Him regularly may be the secret to life. It may also be the 
essential point of Judaism; a point that underlies all points. Everything in Judaism begins 
with saying thank you. 

A new resolution: When we get up in the morning let's make a mental list of just three 
things that are good in our lives and thank G-d for them. This will change our tefilla, change 
our day and in a short time it will change our lives. 

� � � � � � 

Off The Derech? 

One of the greatest tragedies of our times is when every once in a while a young man or 
woman makes a decision to walk away from generations of tradition, from years of education, 
from the love and encouragement of his or her parents to embrace a way that our fathers did 
not know. We watch in bewilderment when children from the best families and communities 
leave the fold. 

Who are these children? Are they the rough and tough kids that make us feel like 
crossing the street when we see them? Are they the poor students who just didn't understand? 
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Are they intellectually challenged? Are they abused children? Are they the behavioral 
problems? 

It's not so simple. 

Over the years I have worked with hundreds of these young men and women. It has 
been my experience that many of them are the sweetest, gentlest, most sensitive, and 
sometimes the brightest children around. Because of their non-aggressive nature they don't 
easily say no. They don't aggressively argue their point and sometimes don't have the koach to 
stick to their guns and resist peer pressure. 

If I'm right, this changes everything. It changes all the programs and all the attitudes. 

The spies were ready to investigate the Land of Yisroel. Moshe was rightfully worried. 
What would they say? Are they second guessing G-d? Will the entry in to Eretz Yisroel be 
delayed? Will man slander G-d? 

He called over Hoshea, his closest disciple and changed his name to Yehoshua. His 
reason – it was a prayer.  "May G-d save you from the plot of the spies." Astonishing! If 
anyone of the spies needed a prayer it was not Yehoshua. Yehoshua never left the tent of 
Moshe! Yehoshua was a holy soul destined for leadership! 

Yet it was the very greatness of Yehoshua that frightened Moshe. He knew Yehoshua 
was a listener. He knew he was open to everyone's ideas. He knew that he wasn't a Ba'al 
Machlokes. Yeshoshua was a student at risk. So Moshe prayed, "May G-d save you from the 
plot of the spies." 

The message is earth shattering: When you see a problem in a child, a grandchild or a 
friend's child, it is quite possible that beside for having a problem on your hand – you may 
have a godol on your hand. 

You might be dealing with the next Yehoshua Bin Nun! 

� � � � � � 

While the Yidden were in the desert, they found a man mekoshesh (gathering, or 
possibly cutting or piling) sticks on the Sabbath day. 

"And they ... brought him to Moses and Aaron and the whole congregation. And they 
put him in ward, because it had not been explained what should be done to him. And the L-rd 
said to Moses: The man should surely die; the whole congregation should stone him outside 
the camp.  And that is what happened" (Num. 15:32-36). 

According to the commentators, Moses actually organized patrols to search for 
violators of the Sabbath. In this case, according to Rashi, the men who found the mekoshesh 
first warned him that he was committing a capital offence, and if he did not stop he would be 
arrested and sentenced to death. They only arrested him after he ignored their warning, and 
(according to the Orech Chaim) so brazen was he that he came before Moses and Aaron with 
the sticks over his shoulder. 

The very next passage of the parsha deals with the mitzva of wearing tzitzis (fringes) on 
the corners of one 's garments, with, on each corner, a fringe of tcheles (a blue-green dye from 
a sea creature).  "And you may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the L-
rd, and do them, and not follow the desires of your heart and your eyes, which lead you astray, 
that you may remember and do all My commandments, and be holy to your G-d" (Num. 
15:39-40). 

The Ramban links this commandment with the previous passage on the mekoshesh, by 
explaining that G-d, seeing how the mekoshesh had strayed into an aveira (transgression), 
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gave the people the device of tzitzis so as to help them in keeping the mitzvos. Presumably, if 
the mekoshesh had been wearing tzitzis, he would not have committed this aveira. 

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Berachos 1:2) explains how this would work: the thread of 
tcheles would remind one, by its color, of the sea, which would remind one of grass, which 
would remind one in turn of the sky, which would remind one in turn of G-d 's throne. So it 
would seem that a long mental chain of association would be necessary for the fringes to do 
their work! 

Two problems arise in connection with this idea. 

First, must we suppose that the mekoshesh, who was not dissuaded from his action by 
threats of death, would be made to cease by looking at his tzitzis, which would make him think 
in turn of the sea, the grass, the sky and G-d 's throne? 

Secondly, why not short-circuit this action of the tzitzis, by requiring instead that 
anyone who was about to commit an aveira should quickly look up at the sky? 

The answer to both these questions is this: the tzitzis are not designed to be useful 
when one already has the idea of committing an aveira. If the mekoshesh had looked at his 
tzitzis after having started his gathering, they would probably have been ineffective. Similarly, 
someone who tries to derive inspiration from the sky after having thought about an aveira 
will probably not get much help this way. 

The whole point of wearing tzitzis is not to work some magical effect on someone who 
is on his way to commit a sin. It is to prevent the situation and the temptation from arising 
altogether! 

Some people pride themselves on setting up situations where they are subject to 
temptation, so that they can (hopefully!) resist this temptation. 

But this is nonsense. It is wrong, according to the Torah, to subject oneself to 
temptation at all. The idea of tzitzis is to encourage the wearer to set up a Torah environment 
for himself, in which his lifestyle, activities and choice of friends are such that these 
opportunities for sinning do not even arise. 

It is my prayer that all of you may, by such a process, live good, clean lives free of the 
opportunity or the temptation for evil. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
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true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

ת �ַ /��ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
כבד ד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל �ָ � עַ עֵ א יוֹ 

� ַהטוֹב ַמֲעֶ#ה ָ!ל  ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי
י יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ לְ ת  כ זְ ל לִ !ֹ ה הַ 

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.




Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 26th of Sivan ~ Begins Friday Night
� Rav Yonasan ben Uziel, student of Hillel. He was a 

Yonathon ben Uziel. There is a custom about soulmates associated with Rav Yonasan. He lived 

2,000 years ago during the Second Templ

married. As he studied, birds flying over his head were burnt up by the fiery intensity of his 

learning. He passed away at a young age, unmarried, but just before his 

made a mistake by never marrying, since he would have ascended to even higher levels with a 

wife, because a wife brings completion. From then on, a tradition developed that anyone 

seeking their soulmate would meet their intended within a year if they came to pray at hi

gravesite in Amuka, a deep valley near Tzfas. On the day of his passing, thousands come to his 

gravesite for this very purpose of meeting a soulmate. Many have seen miracles. Even if you 

cannot physically attend his Kever

your soul mate by connecting to his 

� Rav Yosi ben Kisma, Tanna (quoted in 

Shelach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

r Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ , הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ (צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ 

ְ�ַרֲחִמי� 1ְ�ֶַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ  ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ  ‘ה 
ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲעֶ#  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי� ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה

י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ   חַ ר  �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ  , לאֵ ָר 
 .י�יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר � צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS SHELACH

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Sivan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Jul 1st) 
ben Uziel, student of Hillel. He was a Tanna and the mechaber

. There is a custom about soulmates associated with Rav Yonasan. He lived 

2,000 years ago during the Second Temple era. His love for Torah was so great that he never 

married. As he studied, birds flying over his head were burnt up by the fiery intensity of his 

learning. He passed away at a young age, unmarried, but just before his petira

e by never marrying, since he would have ascended to even higher levels with a 

wife, because a wife brings completion. From then on, a tradition developed that anyone 

seeking their soulmate would meet their intended within a year if they came to pray at hi

gravesite in Amuka, a deep valley near Tzfas. On the day of his passing, thousands come to his 

gravesite for this very purpose of meeting a soulmate. Many have seen miracles. Even if you 

Kever (gravesite) you can strengthen your relationship or help find 

your soul mate by connecting to his Hilula; 

ben Kisma, Tanna (quoted in Pirke Avos 6:9 and Sanhedrin 98a); 

did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ 
ה הַ ילָ פִ 1ְ _______ 

 י2נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עוֶֹ#ה ֶ�(ִני

ָר ְ# יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה 1ִ � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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mechaber of Targum 

. There is a custom about soulmates associated with Rav Yonasan. He lived 

e era. His love for Torah was so great that he never 

married. As he studied, birds flying over his head were burnt up by the fiery intensity of his 

petira, he realized he 

e by never marrying, since he would have ascended to even higher levels with a 

wife, because a wife brings completion. From then on, a tradition developed that anyone 

seeking their soulmate would meet their intended within a year if they came to pray at his 

gravesite in Amuka, a deep valley near Tzfas. On the day of his passing, thousands come to his 

gravesite for this very purpose of meeting a soulmate. Many have seen miracles. Even if you 

our relationship or help find 
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� Rav Yehoshua Bucksbaum, Hy "d, the Galanta Rav, (1944); 

� Rav Yitzchok ben Rav Chaim of Volozhin; 

� Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Moglenitz (1878 CE / 5638) ben Rav Chaim Meir    

Yechiel the Saraph of Moglenitz. The yohrzeit of his older brother, Rav Yaakov Yitzchok of 

Balondov, was two days ago; 

� Rav Refuel Yosef ben Robi, mechaber of Derech Hamelech on Rambam; 

� Rav Shimon Ashriki (1930 CE / 5690), Av Bais Din in Yerushalayim; 

� Rav Reuven Fein, Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vo'Daas. 

� 27th of Sivan ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Jul 2nd) 
� Rebbe Chanina ben Tradyon, one of the Aseres Harugei Malchus (Shulchan Aruch Orach 

Chaim 580); 

� Rav Moshe Yechiel Elimelech Rabinowitz, Hy "d, of Levertov; 

� Rav Meir Eisenstadt, the Maharam Eish, mechaber of Panim Meiros (1670-1744 / 5504). He 

traced his lineage back to Dovid HaMelech. During the gezeiros of Tach veTat (1648-49), many 

Jews had to flee from the oncoming forces of Chmielnitzki, among them the Shach and his 

sister. The two of them were separated, and the sister ended up in the home of Rav Yitzchok, a 

wealthy parness of Sochathov. When he discovered her lineage, Rav Yitzchok married her. 

Their second son was Rav Meir. After his marriage to the Rav of Sokoatchov, he was supported 

for ten years by his father-in-law. He later served as Dayan in that town. He then moved to 

Worms, in Germany. In 1702, he lefts Worms and went to Prozhnitz, Moravia, where he was 

appointed Rav. Among his disciples in Prozhnitz was Rav Yonasan Eybeschuetz. He was chief 

rav of Eisenstadt from 1718 until his petira in 1744, and through him the local yeshiva became 

celebrated. His magnum opus, Panim Meiros, is a four-volume collection of his sheilos u 

'teshuvos and chidushim on Shas. He also wrote Me'orei Esh (drashos on Chumash and the five 

Megillos), Ohr Ganuz (chidushim on Maseches Kesubos and on Hilchos yayin nesech), and 

other sefarim. He and his wife had eleven children (nine boys and two girls). His grandson, Rav 

Yaakov Eisenstadt, was the mechaber of the Toledos Yaakov. Many Litvishe Gedolim can trace 

their roots to the Panim Meiros, including the Netziv, Rav Chaim Brisker, and Rav Isser 

Zalman Meltzer; 

� Rav Mordechai Kletzki (later known as Meltzer) (1797-1883). He married the daughter of 

Rav Leib Meltzer, and afterwards went by the latter's surname. He was appointed Rosh Yeshiva 

of the Ramailles Yeshiva of Vilna, newly founded by Rav Meiles, in 1827. In 1852, he accepted 

the position of Rav in Kalavaria, and in 1864, Rav of Lida. After his petira, his talmidim 

published his chidusim in Techeiles Mordechai. 

� 28th of Sivan ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jul 3rd) 
� Rav Shimshon Aaron Polansky, the Teplik Rav (1876-1948). Rav of Midovia in Ukraine's 

Kiev district at age twenty. Five years later, he became Rav of Teplik in Ukraine's Podolia 

region. Rav Polansky immigrated to Eretz Yisroel in 1922, settling in the Bais Yisroel area of 

Yerushalayim; 

� Rav Yisroel Zev Gustman (1908-1991), a talmid of Rav Shimon Shkop in Grodno. Rav 

Gustman became rosh yeshiva of Ramailles when he was still a young man in Vilna. He served 

on the bais din of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky. In fact, he was the youngest Dayan in the 

history of Vilna (at age ninteen). When the Nazis invaded Vilna, they stormed the yeshiva and 

beat Rav Gustman him until he collapsed. By a miracle he was spared, and he fled for his life. 

In 1961, Rav Gustman moved to Eretz Yisroel and transferred his yeshiva, Netzach Yisroel 
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Ramailles, to the Rechavia section of Yerushalayim. Today, its rosh yeshiva is his son-in-law, 

Rav Michel Berniker. One of his first students in Yerushalayim was Rav Moshe Francis, Rosh 

Kollel of the Chicago Community Kollel. Another talmid was Rav Moshe Lipke, Rosh Kollel 

of Y 'kar Mordechai in Yerushalayim. Rav Gustman authored Kuntresei Shi 'urim. (Some say 

the 18th of Sivan); 

� Rebbetzin Pesha Leibowitz, wife of Rav Henoch Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Chofetz Chaim 

in Queens (1928-2004). She was born in Radin, the daughter of Rav Avrohom Trop, and the 

grandaughter of Rav Naftali Trop, the Radiner Rosh Yeshiva. The Rebbetzin's father-in-law, 

Rav Dovid Leibowitz, the founder of Chofetz Chaim Yeshiva, was a talmid muvhak or the Alter 

of Slabodka, a nephew of the Chofetz Chaim, and a close talmid of Rav Naftali Trop. Rav 

Shmuel Birenbaum once remarked that  "the Rebbitzen is a gaon in chesed."; 

� Rav Meshulom Feish Segal HaLevi Lowy of Tosh (1873 CE / 5633) ben Rav Mordechai. 

Talmid of Maharam Ash (yohrzeit was yesterday) and then Rav Dovid of Dinov and then 

became one of the important Chassidim of Rav Yitzchok Issac of Kaliv. His great-grandson, the 

previous Tosher Rebbe, who bears the same name, was one of the last most respected tzadikim 

in this generation. He built a community, called Kiryas Tosh, near Montreal, and people 

traveled to see him from all over the world, in order to receive his blessings. The Tosher Rebbe 

and his Chassidim are known for their love of all Jews and welcome visitors there with open 

arms; 

� Rav Avrohom Adadi (1874 CE / 5634), Rav in Tripoli, wrote Vayikra Avrohom. 

� 29th of Sivan ~ Begins Monday Night (Jul 4th) 
� Rav Shmuel Shmaryahu Heine of Ostrovtza; 

� Dr. Yaakov Yisroel Dahan, murdered by the Hagana (1924). As a young, zealous secular 

Zionist, Dahan moved to Eretz Yisroel to make a difference. He did not see eye-to-eye with the 

Zionists' approaches and began to develop close ties to Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld and Rav 

Diskin. Eventually, using his legal and oratory skills, he became the spokesman and advocate of 

the charedi community. He was working with the king of the Trans-Jordan to build an 

autonomous religious settlement on the east of the Yarden. However, his works were sabotaged 

by the Zionists when they killed him as he was coming from praying Ma'ariv. The order was 

likely given by David Ben Gurion, or by Yitzchok Ben Tzvi (Israel's second president). 

� 30th of Sivan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jul 5th) 
� Rav Shlomo Kluger (1783-1869 / 5629), mechaber of Sefer HaChaim (a commentary on 

Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim), and Chochmas Shlomo. Rav Kluger was born to Rav Yehuda 

Aharon, Rav of Komarow. Rav Yehuda Aharon was a sickly man who passed away before age 

forty, leaving his son a homeless orphan. One day, Rav Yaakov Kranz (the Dubno Maggid) met 

the young boy wandering the streets of Zamosc, Poland, and he took him in and raised him. The 

Dubno Maggid arranged teachers for his charge, including Rav Mordechai Rabin, rav of 

Zamosc, and Rav Yosef Hochgelernter. A prolific mechaber and posek, he wrote of himself that 

he had authored "one-hundred-and-fifteen large works on Tanach and the entire Talmud, and 

commentaries on the early and later poskim." This statement was written in 1844, twenty-five 

years before his petira. Ha 'eleph Lecha Shlomo, his best-known work of halachic responsa, has 

1,008 chapters. He also authored Imrei Shefer on Chumash. Rav Kluger served as Rosh Bais 

Din in Grodi, Galicia, and Rav in Broide; 

� Rav Moshe ben Rav Levi Najara (1580 CE / 5340). He is a talmid of the Arizal, wrote Lekach 

Tov on Rashi. He is also the father of Rav Yisroel Najara; 
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� Rav Chaim ben Rav Yitzchok Kitza (1849 CE / 5609). He is the Av Bais Din of Irsha, one of 

the great tzaddikim of Hungary; 

� Rav Meir Rosenbaum of Kretchnif (1908 CE / 5668) known as a great Ba'al Mofes and writer 

of kameyas. He was the son of Rav Mordechai of Nadvorna.  

� 1st of Tammuz ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jul 6th) 
� Yosef Hatzadik born and niftar on this date 

� Rav Kalonymus [Klonymos] Kalman Halevi ben Rav Aharon Epstein of Cracow, (1823 / 

5583). His sefer the Maor VaShemesh is one of the essential and most used seforim in 

Chassidus. One of the most celebrated of the followers of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, he 

started spreading chassidus and heading the Jewish community of Cracow in 1785. At the end 

of his life he moved to Eretz Yisroel and is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas; 

� Rav Yisroel ben Rav Moshe Najára, born in Damascus, Syria. He served as secretary of that 

community, in which his father was a rav. Later he wandered widely and finally was rav in 

Gaza where upon his petira, his son succeeded him. He was the mechaber of Lekach Tov. 

Although his works were attacked by Rav Chaim Vital, Rav Isaac Luria (Ari Z 'l) – Rav Vital's 

teacher, declared that Rav Najara 's hymns were listened to with delight in heaven. He wrote 

hundreds of piyutim, hymns, and poems. Many of Rav Najara 's piyyutim and hymns have been 

taken into the rituals and machzorim of Jews in different countries, especially in Italy and 

Palestine. He was the mechaber of the famous Shabbos zemer, Koh Ribbon Olam (1555-1625) 

[Yated 2007 for 30th of Sivan: Rav Moshe Najara, student of the Arizal, mechaber of Lekach 

Tov on Rashi (1580)]; 

� Rav Shlomo Halberstam (1847/1848-1905/1906), the first Bobover Rebbe, son of Rav Meir 

Noson and grandson of Rav Chaim of Sanz, the Divrei Chaim. Rav Shlomo's mother was the 

daughter of the Imrei Noam of Dzikov. He married in 1861, and moved to Sanz in 1863, where 

he became a close disciple of the Sanzer Rav. In 1866, at the age of ninteen, he was appointed 

Rav of Bukovsk. He was appointed Av Bais Din in Ushpitzin in 1879, then in 1880 Chief Rav 

of Wisnicz, near Krakow for thirteen years. In 1893, due to a heart condition, he was obliged to 

leave the city and move to the city of Bobowa, near Tarnow, a city endowed with fresh air, and 

there he founded the Chassidic dynasty of Bobova. After his petira, his son, Rav Benzion, 

succeeded him as the leader of thousands of Bobover Chassidim; 

� Rav Dovid Grossman (1940-2005). Born in London, he moved with his family to Toronto in 

1949. He learned in the Telshe Yeshiva in Cleveland for five years and, in 1960, became a 

talmid of Rav Moshe Feinstein at Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim. After his marriage, he moved 

to Washington Heights, where Rav Dovid became a sixth grade Rebbe in MTJ, and later in 

Breuer's, also serving as the principal of Viener Bais Yaakov in Williamsburg.  In 1974, the 

Grossmans moved to Boro Park, where Rav Dovid became active in numerous chesed 

organizations. In 1987, Rav Dovid accepted the position of chaplain at the Metropolitan 

Geriatric Center, a nursing home affiliated with Maimonides Hospital. 

� 2nd of Tammuz ~ Begins Thursday Night (Jul 7th) 
� Rav Shmuel ben Yechiel of Cologne (1096 / 48560, killed by Crusaders; 

� Rav Nachman ben Rav Yitzchok of Horodenka, one of the first close colleagues of the Ba'al 

Shem Tov, whose mechutan he later became. His grandson was Rav Nachman of Breslav. In 

1764, he immigrated to the Holy Land, and settled in Tiveria. The following year (1765), he 

passed away and was buried there. (According to Aliyos to Eretz Yisroel, he was already in 

Eretz Yisroel in 1750, and he passed away in 1772); 
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� Rav Mordechai Zeev Itinger, co-mechaber of Mefarshei Hayam, (1863); 

� Rav Avrohom Twersky, the Trisker Maggid (1802-1889 / 5521), whose drashos are recorded 

in his sefer Magen Avrohom. He was one of eight sons of Rav Mordechai of Chernobyl and was 

Rebbe for fifty years; 

� Reb Elimelech Gavriel (Mike) Tress, (1909-1967); 

� Rav Paltiel Friend (2003). Born in the 1920s, Reb Paltiel grew up in the Brownsville section 

of Brooklyn and attended Mesivta Torah Vo'Daas, becomimg a talmid of Rav Dovid Leibowitz. 

When Rav Dovid left to form Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim, Rav Paltiel left with him. In the late 

1960's, the current rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim, Rav Henoch Leibowitz, was 

approached by the small Torah community in Montreal asking for his help in starting a yeshiva 

in their city. Rav Henoch appointed Rav Paltiel to be a rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Mercaz 

HaTorah. In the 1970's, he was again approached by Rav Henoch Leibowitz to assume the role 

of masmich of Chofetz Chaim. In his later years, together with Rav Avrohom Ginzberg, he 

formed a senior Kollel of talmidim of the yeshiva.


Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The holy Arizal taught: 

On the Hilula (Yahrzeit) of a Tzaddik, he alone teaches in the heavenly academy known as 

the Mesivta DeRokiya, and on that day they only study his novel Torah thoughts called chiddushim 

as well as review his good deeds and acts of chessed (loving-kindness). 

The Bais Yisrael of Gur said that the Shabbos preceding a yahrzeit, we have the ability to 
latch onto and grasp that Tzaddik’s force and tap into his power. 

Source of Customs – The Chochmas Adam taught that most of our yahrzeit customs are a 

tradition based on the Rokeach who in turn received them from Eliyahu HaNavi. 

Lighting candles – The Alef HaMagen comments on the Mateh Ephraim (Dinei Kaddish 

Yasom Shaar 3) that on the day of passing known as the yahrzeit the soul is allowed to come down 

to this world and that she comes to the Bais Knesses, to shul. When the soul observes that there 

have been candles lit for her, the soul rejoices and delights in this. This is why there were seven 

lights burning in the menorah in the holy temple, for the souls of the departed ones of Klal Yisrael. 

There are seven stages that each soul passes through after its death and departure from this world 

and thus seven corresponding candles or flames in the menorah. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yonoson ben UzielRav Yonoson ben UzielRav Yonoson ben UzielRav Yonoson ben Uziel, , , , 22226666
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan    

Rav Yonoson ben Uziel (Hebrew: 
 was one of the eighty Tannaim (יונתן בן עוזיאל

who studied under Hillel the Elder. He is 
the mechaber of Targum Yonoson. 
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Rav Yonasan ben Uziel is mentioned 
in the Talmud (Sukkah 28a). 

The tomb of Yonoson ben Uziel is 
located in Amuka, Galilee, near Tzefas in 
Eretz 
Yisroel. It is 
customary 
to visit 
Yonoson 
ben Uziel's 
tomb on 
Rosh 
Chodesh, 
the first day of the lunar month, and on 26 
Sivan (the day on which he was niftar, 
although visitors arrive all year round. A 
practice that began in the seventeenth 
century was to pray at the gravesite for a 
good marriage partner, for children, 
satisfaction from one's children, a good 
livelihood, health and happiness. Many 
unmarried men and women pray there for 
a match. Doing so is considered a segulah 
(propitious remedy) for finding one's mate 
within the coming year. 

The reputed best method nowadays 
to meet your soulmate is to visit Amuka, an 
ancient site (Yehoshua 19:27) hidden in a 
wooded valley between Tzefas and Chatzor 
in the Upper Galilee. There, nestled 
amongst the flowers and stones, one finds a 
small enclosed area with burning candles, 
books of Psalms, and weathered prayer 
books. This is the burial site of the holy 
sage, Yonoson ben Uziel, who was the 
greatest of all the students of Rav Hillel, 
two thousand years ago. 

The Talmud (Sukkah 28a) reports 
that birds passing above his head would 
burn from the presence of the angels who 
came to hear his Torah study! Known for 
his famous Targum (translation) of the 
Prophets, it is said (Talmud, Megillah 3a) 
that he also planned to author a 
translation/commentary on Kesuvim, but 
was prevented by Heaven so that he would 
not reveal the secrets of the final 
redemption. 

It is said of Rav Yonasan ben Uziel 
that since he never married, he has a 
special merit to intercede on behalf of the 
earnest prayers of single men and women. 
His burial place in Amuka, near Tzefas, is 
perhaps the main Jewish pilgrimage site in 
Eretz Yisroel for those in search of their 
destined soulmate. 

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=amuka 

 

The Mystical Power of Amuka 

For a solid week rain cascaded down 
from the heavens with scarcely a moment 
of relief. It was easy to imagine how an 
unfortunate tourist might wonder why 
Israelis complained incessantly of seasonal 
drought. It was harder to imagine what 
Israeli drivers might be wondering as they 
slowed to gawk at two hooded figures 
sloshing one after the other along the 
roadside in the diluge. 

The explanation was quite simple. 
After a year of being in shidduchim without 
a single likely prospect, I had accosted my 
Rosh Yeshivah in a moment of frustration 
and demanded a segulah guaranteed to 
hasten the process of finding a wife. 

The Rosh Yeshivah replied without a 
second thought.  "Go to Amuka," he said.  
"Go as soon as possible." 

As Chanukah approached, my 
roommate Yechezkel and I prepared to 
travel to Amuka during our yeshiva's two-
day recess. We agreed to begin our 
expedition by immersing ourselves in the 
famous mikveh of the Ari Zal, to daven at 
the sunrise minyan of the Breslaver 
Chassidim, and to proceed from there into 
the mountains of Tzefas on foot, speaking 
only words of Torah all along the way. 

And so it was that in the predawn 
darkness we descended unsteadily but 
unreservedly down the steps of worn and 
slippery Yerushalayim stone awash in 
rainwater that came nearly to our knees. 
We trudged down the rocky path and 
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turned into the cave that houses the icy 
cold, spring-fed pool carved into the 
bedrock of the mountain. As we entered, 
our hearts soared to find a single candle 
placed there by some tzaddik, no doubt, 
who had come already to immerse in the 
humble stone bath and left illumination for 
those who would follow. 

Perhaps it was the rain-freshened 
mountain air, perhaps the echo of those 
spiritual giants who walked the earth here 
for so many generations. Or, most likely, 
some combination of the two, that 
permeated the city Tzefas with a solemn joy 
that emanated from the stone streets, the 
arched stairways, and the words of our 
tefillos that morning as we davened with 
mounting exuberance. 

Ducking under every available 
overhang, Yechezkel and I returned to our 
hostel, ate a quick breakfast, then set out 
once more against the rain, which seemed 
possessed of a conscious will to drive us 
back. Yet onward we marched toward the 
edge of town, as indifferent to the weather 
as to the incredulous stares of drivers from 
the windows of their passing cars. 

A little more than half a mile along 
the highway, a rough asphalt road turned 
up into the hills and, as we began our 
ascent on the steep incline that rose up 
before us, something remarkable 
happened. Suddenly but undramatically, 
the torrent became a downpour, then a 
shower, then a sprinkle, then scarcely more 
than a mist that danced around our heads. 

The wellsprings of the firmament 
seemed to have finally exhausted 
themselves. In scarcely a minute's time the 
storm simply dried up, as if, having rallied 
all the forces at his command but failing to 
turn us back, the Satan finally capitulated. 
Exchanging eerily auspicious glances, 
Yechezkel and I threw off the hoods of our 
ponchos. Only minutes later we shed them 
completely and, bundling them into our 
daypacks, we attacked the mountain with 
renewed vigor. 

The sky remained overcast and our 
clothes stuck to our skin, but our buoyed 
spirits lifted our feet and carried us as if on 
the wings of eagles. While we walked we 
reviewed the sugya we had been learning 
in yeshivah, exchanged insights into the 
weekly parshah, debating fine points of 
hashkofoh, and rebuking one another at 
the slightest deviation from topics of 
kedushah into matters of the mundane. 

We hiked two or three miles before 
turning off down a rocky dirt road, where 
we began a descent even sharper than our 
previous climb. By now even the mist had 
vanished, and the air thickened with the 
scent of pine and sharpened with the 
fragrance of anticipation. The road wound 
its way down before eventually flattening 
out, and we pressed on eagerly, taking no 
notice of time or distance. A crudely 
painted sign offered ambiguous directions, 
and we wavered momentarily before 
scrambling down the path to the right. 

Within minutes we broke through 
the woods into a wide, uneven wadi from 
whose rocky ground sprouted up a concrete 
ohel, about twenty feet across, with a low 
iron fence that enclosed an area set under 
thick pillars that supported a broad roof. A 
few cement steps led up onto a cement 
platform dominated by a tapestry-covered 
encasement that resembled a crypt and 
contained nothing. We had learned prior to 
coming that this whole elaborate edifice 
had been erected only a few years earlier, 
after many pilgrims ended their journey in 
frustration, unable to locate the humble 
marker that had identified the tzaddik's 
grave for centuries. 

The area beneath the roof was 
partitioned, with one side raised to create 
an ezras nashim, and only minutes after 
our arrival a dusty silver van drove up and 
emptied a half a dozen enthusiastic 
seminary girls. Yechezkel and I sighed as 
this sudden flock of visitors fluttered into 
both sides of the monument, and we 
stepped back out under the open sky to 
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bide our time. 

The driver's side of the van snapped 
open, and out climbed a short, frenetic 
chossid.  "Fifteen minutes, girls," he 
shouted in clear but accented English.  
"Fifteen minutes and we go." The girls 
seemed to pay him no mind. 

He lit a cigarette and strolled over to 
where Yechezkel and I were waiting for the 
storm to pass.  "Shalom aleichem," he said. 

 "Aleichem shalom," we responded 
together. 

 "How did you get here?" he asked, 
looking around. 

 "We walked," Yechezkel answered. 

 "Gevaltig!" he cried.  "If you walk, it 
is guaranteed to work. Girls, ten more 
minutes." 

The girls had settled down to 
reciting Tehillim, as Yechezkel and I had 
begun to do on our arrival. I couldn't help 
but look them over, imagining that I might 
be married to one of them in a year's time. 
Then, as my gaze wandered, I noticed that 
Yechezkel himself had returned to his own 
prayerful meditation. Right, I thought; 
back to business. 

Minutes later the girls were gone, 
but neither Yechezkel nor I felt any sense of 
hurry. Only when the sun began to dip into 
the afternoon sky did we concede that 
maybe it was time to return. Uncertain that 
we could make it back in time catch a 
minyan for Minchah, we decided to daven 
then and there. Together, we began reciting 
Ashrei, and then rose simultaneously; and 
just as we took three steps forward, the 
clouds broke open for the first time and 
sharp rays of sunlight set the wooded hills 
ablaze. 

Does the segulah really work? I can 
only speak from my own experience. 
Yechezkel met his wife two weeks later. He 
was married two weeks before the yohrzeit 
of Yonoson ben Uziel, which falls on the 
26th of Sivan. 

And me? After hiking back to Tzefas, 
Yechezkel and I caught a bus to 
Yerusholayim that afternoon. I met my wife 
the next night. We were married the first 
week in Adar, less than two months after 
my visit to Amuka. 

(Published in HaModia - 06/18/2009) 
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Galanta Rav

I have spoken to many talmidim of 
the Galanta Rav, and all of them without 
fail would have 
misty eyes and cry 
openly while 
discussing their 
Rebbe, his words of 
Torah and 
unbelievable derech. 
Rav Yehoshua was 
offered a passport to 
freedom by 
numerous people 
(among them Baron 
Herzog from Kedem 

wines), but he refused to leave his 
talmidim (who considered him their father 
and who in turn, he considered his 
children), instead opting to go together 
with his talmidim into the fires of 
Auschwitz. Following are some vignettes of 
this tzaddik. 

The Pesach before his petirah, his 
children asked him, "Why do we cover our 
eyes during the Shema prayer?" 

Replied the tzaddik, "Because 
sometimes when it's dark and we don't see 
anything, and we think all is lost – we cover 
our eyes and blindly go into the darkness 
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and are mekabel that Hashem is One and 
He is doing everything for the best. " 

Once, a person came to the Galanta 
Rav while he was finishing a meal with his 
children, in order to request a yeshuoh, 
since his wife was expecting a child, but the 
labor was very hazardous. 

The children heard this man's bitter 
request and washed their hands again in 
order to be able to bentch again and say the 
prayer of Rachem No with heartfelt 
conviction. Soon after, news arrived that a 
healthy child was born – and the mother 
was out of danger, too. 

Said the Galanta Rav, "it was the 
sincere prayers of the children that saved 
the mother and child." 


Baron Herzog from Kedem wines 

was a talmid of the Rav. His entire family 
(twenty-six people) was enslaved by the 
Nazis in a small concentration camp that 
was actually a transit stop for Auschwitz. 
Every day, thousands of people were sent 
from the transit camp onto the trains to 
their eventual deaths. Since he wasn't 
interned in the camp, he used all available 
connections, including massive bribes, to 
extract his family from that camp. 
However, nothing seemed to work and all 
his efforts proved futile. 

Finally, he heard that on Motzo'ei 
Yom Kippur – his family was on the list to 
be shipped out on the transport. Before 
Yom Kippur, he sent his chavrusa, Reb 
Refual Cohen, to Galant to make sure that 

before every tefillo  he would mention his 
plight to the Galanta Rav. The Galanta Rav 
told Reb Refual after every prayer that the 
gezeirah was too great and he did not know 
if he could accomplish anything. 

After Ne'ilah, he told Reb Refual 
that he felt he broke through and good 
news would be heard soon. The next day, 
the Nazis unexpectedly released the entire 
family without anyone taking credit for it. 
Baron Herzog, for the rest of his life, always 
reiterated that his Rav saved his entire 
family. 


Once, before Tisha B 'Av, the 

Galanta Rav was sitting with his talmidim 
on the porch waiting to daven Ma'ariv. 
After a while, a young talmid approached 
the Rebbe to say that three stars were 
already visible, so they could start 
davening. 

The Rebbe replied with all 
solemnness, "Let's wait a few more 
moments. Maybe Moshiach will arrive and 
we won't have to say the kinos this year." 
Zy"a!!! 

(Heard from my grandfather – who 
was a talmid muvhok and was present that 
Tisha B'Av.) 

The above photo was actually 
hanging prominently over my grandfather's 
desk. When asked why he kept it there, he 
replied that he acquired yiras shomayim 
from looking at the face of his Rebbe, and 
that always gave him the strength to strive 
to be a better person. 
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Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel 
Shapiro was born in 5586/1826. He was 
the youngest son of Reb Chaim Meir 
Yechiel, the Saraph of Mogelnitza, and a 
great-grandson of the Kozhnitzer Maggid. 

Rav Chaim Meir named his son after 

the Apter Rav who became his Rebbe 
following the petira of his grandfather, the 
Kozhnitzer Maggid and his other Rebbes, 
the Yehudi HaKadosh of Peshischa and Rav 
Yaakov Yitzchok, the Chozeh of Lublin. 
(They were all niftar over a two-year 
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period, 5574–5/1814–5.) The Apter Rav 
instructed Rav Chaim Meir to be a manhig. 
This came about some years later, in 
5588/1828, when Rav Chaim Meir became 
Rebbe of Kozhnitz and Mogelnitza. 

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel 
was a son-in-law of Rav Yisroel Yitzchok 
Baron, son and successor of Rav Yissachar 
Ber of Radoshitz. 

On the 15th of Iyar, 5609/1849, his 
father Rav Chaim Meir was niftar. Rav 
Chaim Meir had five sons. His older sons 
opened their own courts in other cities: the 
more famous ones were Rav Yaakov 
Yitzchok, rebbe in Blendov; and Rav 
Elimelech, Rebbe in Grodzinsk. Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel became Rebbe 
in Mogelnitza. 

The youngest son, Rav Avrohom 
Yehoshua Heschel was niftar before his 
brothers. He left this world on 26 Sivan 
5638/1878, at the age of fifty-two. 

He was buried in the Mogelnitza 
ohel in the Warsaw cemetery, but although 
the cemetery has been rehabilitated in 
recent years, his matzeivo has not been 
found. 

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel 
was succeeded by his son Rav Aviezri Zelig 
(named after his paternal great-
grandfather, the father of his grandfather 
Reb Chaim Meir). 

Zechuso yogein oleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-26-sivanjune-24/ 
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        Rav Moshe Yechiel Elimelech 
Rabinowitz, born in 5655/1895 in Biala, 
was the son of Rav Nosson Dovid of 
Partzova, who was the son of the Divrei 
Bina of Biala. His mother was the daughter 
of Rav Yechiel Yaakov of Kozhnitz; she 
passed away when he was a young child. 

He was zocheh to be brought up by 
his grandfather, the Divrei Bina, until the 
age of ten. He dedicated himself to 
learning, despite the trials of being a young 
orphan, and suffering from hunger. 

At the age of sixteen, Rav Moshe 
Yechiel married the daughter of Rav Yisroel 
Shapiro of Grodzinsk, the Emunas Yisroel. 

He began printing his seforim 
shortly after he married, some written 
when he was just thirteen years old. He 
continued to write all his life, even after he 
became a rebbe. Many of his sefarim are 
based on the works of the Maharal and his 
depth of thought. 

Following the petira of his father on 
the 7th of Shevat 5690/1930, Rav Moshe 
Yechiel was appointed rebbe. He settled in 

Levertov, a suburb of Lublin. (His brother 
Rav Boruch Yerachmiel was Rebbe in 
Munkacz.) 

His court attracted many Chassidim. 
Rav Moshe Yechiel put special kochos into 
the youth, even those who had already 
distanced themselves from Chassidic ways. 

Among his noted Chassidim was Rav 
Shimon of Zelichov, the famed Mashgiach 
in Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin. Although 
Rav Shimon was many years older than the 
Rebbe, he was totally devoted to him and 
even sent his talmidim to him. 

Rav Moshe Yechiel was known for 
mofsim, and many petitioners came to him 
for yeshuos. 

When the Nazis reached Levertov, 
they first sought to kill the rabbanim, as 
usual. Rav Moshe Yechiel fled to Lublin, 
just ahead of the Nazis; there, his wife took 
ill and passed away. After he got up from 
shiva, Rav Moshe Yechiel decided to move 
to his summer home in Demtchaba, which 
was then under Russian rule. He stayed 
there for nearly two years, until that city 
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too, was taken over by the Nazis. 

On Motzoei Shabbos Parshas 
Shelach, on the 27th of Sivan, Rav Moshe 
Yechiel was eating melaveh malka with his 
children by the light of a dimmed candle. 
The Rebbe's gabbai, who had left for a few 
minutes to tend to something, was shocked 
upon his return to find the Rebbe and his 
children brutally murdered. The Nazis had 
suddenly barged into the house and shot 
them all dead. Hashem yinkom damam. 

Rav Moshe Yechiel was forty-six at 
his death. His children killed along with 
him were his sons Reb Yitzchok and Reb 
Chaim, and his daughter Reizel. 

Many of his manuscripts were lost 
or burned during the war. 

Zechuso yagen aleinu. Hashem 
yinkom damo.  

www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-27-sivanjune-25/ 
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Rav Meshulom Feish, the son of Rav 
Mordechai, was born in 5581/1821 in 
Joseph's Dorf, a town near Karlsbad 
(Karlovy Vary, Czech Republic). As a child, 
he studied in a modern school; but 
eventually, under the influence of his pious 
mother, he traveled to Hungary to learn in 
a yeshiva. There he excelled as a talmid of 
Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Weinberger, later 
Rav of Kleinvardein. 

Subsequently, Rav Meshulom Feish 
traveled to Ungvar where he learned under 
Rav Meir Eisenstadt for several years. 

After Rav Meir was niftar, Rav 
Meshulom Feish moved to Krula, to the 
yeshiva of Rav Meir Perles. At the time 
there was already a beis medrash of 
Chassidim in the town, and under their 
influence Rav Meshulom Feish was 
attracted to the ways of Chassidus. 

Later he moved to the town of Gebe, 
in order to totally immerse himself in 
Torah and Chassidus. 

He married the daughter of Rav 
Yeshayah Dovid of Chasar, a town of 
Chassidim and anshei maaseh. After his 
wedding he stayed on in Chasar, where he 
continued his avodas hakodesh while 
living in poverty. Eventually he accepted a 
post as melamed in the town of Teglash. 

From Teglash he was invited to 
become Rav in Tosh, where he eventually 

began leading a flock of Chassidim. 

Rav Meshulom Feish traveled to the 
courts of Rav Yitzchok Eizik, the Heichal 
Habracha of Komarno; Rav Tzvi Hirsch of 
Liska, the Ach Pri Tevua; Rav Chaim of 
Sanz; Rav Yitzchok Eizik of Ziditchov; and 
Rav Yehudah Tzvi of Rozla. But his primary 
Rebbe was Rav Dovid of Dinov, the 
Tzemach Dovid, who ordained him as a 
rebbe. Even after he had many Chassidim 
of his own, he traveled to Rav Dovid of 
Dinov at least once a year. 

As rebbe, Rav Meshulom Feish was 
renowned for his fiery avoda, especially 
during davening. He was also known for his 
mofsim, and he accomplished many 
yeshuos for his Chassidim. 

Chassidim would say that as the 
Rebbe danced at his Friday night tisch, he 
would bring down yeshuos and refuos from 
Shamayim for all who needed them. 

For him, Shabbos began early Friday 
morning when he started preparing for it, 
and his unique and uplifting kedushas 
Shabbos would continue until after 
Havdala. 

Rav Meshulom Feish fought the 
Reform movement in Hungary, 
participating in the special congress in 
5629/1869 in which the communities were 
split. 

In 5633/1873, an epidemic broke 
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out in Hungary and many Jews died, 
including two of Rav Meshulom Feish's 
sons. The Chassidim later said that Rav 
Meshulam Feish took upon himself to pass 
away from this world as a korban tzibbur 
— and with his petira, the plague stopped. 

Rav Meshulom Feish was niftar on 
the 28th of Sivan 5633/1873, at the age of 
fifty-two. He was buried in Tosh, where an 
ohel was built on his kever. 

He was succeeded by his son Rav 
Elimelech, who was born in his later years. 
(His other son, Rav Mordechai, refused to 

become rebbe.) 

His sons-in-law were Rav Yehosef 
Rottenberg, the Kossoner Rebbe; Rav 
Menachem Brody, Rav in Tosh and Kaliv; 
Rav Shalom Kahana, and Rav Dovid 
Menasheh of Satmar. 

The Tosher dynasty continues to 
thrive under the current Tosher Rebbe, 
shlita, whose center is Kiryas Tosh, a small 
town outside of Montreal where the rebbe 
resides. 

Zechuso yagen aleinu. 
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Rav Shmuel Shmaryahu Heine was 
born in 5518/1758. He was the son of Rav 
Yaakov of Zhvalin, a grandson of Rav 
Shmuel of Fiorda (mechaber of Beis 
Shmuel on Even HaEzer). He was also a 
descendant of the Rema. 

Rav Shmuel was a talmid of the 
Kozhnitzer Maggid, the Chozeh of Lublin 
and the Yehudi Hakadosh of Peshis'cha. 

After their petiros, he traveled to 
Rav Yerachmiel of Peshis'cha and Rav 
Moshe Elyakim Biyeh of Kozhnitz. 

Rav Shmuel served as Rav in 
Ostrovtza for close to fifty years. He was 
also Rosh Yeshiva in the city, teaching 
multitudes of bochurim. Among the more 
famous: Rav Shimshon, Rav of Kintzk; Rav 
Dov Berish, Rav of Zelichov; and Rav 
Moshe Yehudah, Rav of Konstantin. 

Rav Shmuel was niftar on 29 Sivan, 
Erev Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 5607/1847, 
at the age of 89, and buried in Ostrovtza. 

He wrote many chiddushim on the 
Torah and in drush, including divrei Torah 
from his rebbes that were unknown — he 
serves as the only source for these divrei 
Torah. They were published some eighty 
years after his petira by his grandsons as 
Zichron Shmuel. 

The sefer carries the haskamos of 
many of the generation's foremost 
Gedolim: Rav Meir Yechiel of Ostrovtza; 
the Knesses Yechezkel of Radomsk; Rav 
Shalom Mordechai of Brezhan, and others. 

Zecher tzaddik livracha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-29-sivanjune-27/ 
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Rav Shlomo Kluger was one of the 
leading halachic authorities and among the 
most prolific writers of the 19th century. 
Rav Kluger wrote of himself, "Praises to G-
d, I have approximately 115 large works on 
Tanach and the entire Talmud, and 
commentaries on the early and later 

poskim/halachic authorities." It should be 
noted that Rav Kluger lived 25 years after 
writing these words, so that his total 
literary output may have been much 
greater. Ha'eleph Lecha Shlomo, his best-
known work of halachic responsa, has 
1,008 chapters. 
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Rav Kluger was born in 1786 to Rav 
Yehuda Aharon, rabbi of Komarow. Rav 
Yehuda Aharon was a sickly man who died 
before age 40, leaving his son a homeless 
orphan. One day, Rav Yaakov Kranz (the 
Dubno Maggid) met the young boy 
wandering the streets of Zamosc, Poland, 
and he took him in. (Interestingly, in his 
work Chochmat Shlomo, Even Ha'ezer 1:1, 
Rav Kluger analyzes whether one fulfills 
the mitzvah to be fruitful and multiply 
through adoption.)  

The Dubno Maggid arranged 
teachers for his charge, including Rav 
Mordechai Rabin, rabbi of Zamosc, and 
Rav Yosef Hochgelernter. The maggid 
himself taught Rav Kluger the aggadic (i.e., 
non-legal) parts of the Torah, meeting with 
him in regular Friday night sessions.  

At the young age of twenty-two, Rav 
Kluger was already sitting on batei 
din/rabbinical courts with more seasoned 
scholars. However, not until he was thirty-
six did he receive his first appointment as a 
town rabbi, in Kelokow, Galicia. Later, a 
certain Rav Yosef Yozpa suggested that Rav 
Kluger apply for the then-vacant rabbinate 
of Brody, and Rav Yosef wrote Rav Kluger a 
letter of introduction to Rav Ephraim 
Zalman Margaliot. (Rav Margaliot was a 
businessman, and was Brody's leading 
scholar. His works include the popular 
Sha'arei Ephraim and Mateh Ephraim.) 
Rav Margaliot interviewed Rav Kluger and 
declared that Rav Kluger was the first 
person who had ever bested him in a 
scholarly discussion. He later wrote of Rav 
Kluger: 

The rav, the great and sharp genius, 
Sinai [i.e. having far-ranging knowledge] 
and uprooter of mountains [i.e. having a 
sharp intellect], the famous one, our 
teacher Rav Shlomo, may his light shine, 
who several years ago came to reside 
honorably in our city, and he was raised 
and elevated at the suggestion of the great 
and lofty ones of the city to be the head of 
the beis din and the teacher of 

righteousness and speaker of truth [i.e. 
lecturer on moral subjects] - his name is 
Shlomo and his Torah is  shleimah  
(whole), fortunate is the man who gave 
birth to him . . . 

Rav Kluger remained in Brody until 
his petira in 1869. (Source: Gedolei 
Ha'dorot page 665)  
www.breslev.co.il/articles/breslevpedia/rabbi_shlomo_kluger.aspx?i

d=1110&language=english 

 

Rav Shlomo Kluger Stops The 
Malach HaMoves in Court 

Rav Shlomo Kluger of Brod was 
known for his fierce opposition of the 
Reform movement, whose members called 
themselves Maskilim. The Maskilim began 
changing old-age customs, including the 
customs involved in burying the dead. They 
began transporting the niftar in a wagon, 
instead of the customary method of 
carrying the niftar with their hands and 
walking on foot during the funeral. When 
Rav Kluger became aware of this, he 
forbade any niftar which was carried by 
wagon to be brought to Kever Yisroel, 
Jewish burial. Instead, the niftar would 
have to be buried among non-Jews. 

When the Maskilim heard about Rav 
Kluger's decision, they started a court case 
against him in the non-Jewish court. The 
judge ruled that the dead should be 
transported in wagons until the case was 
heard. The heads of the Torah community 
came to Rav Kluger with heavy hearts, and 
told him about the judge's decision. They 
asked him what to do when the next 
funeral became imminent. 

Rav Kluger answered them, "I 
promise you that until the judge will legally 
allow us to continue with our custom, no 
one from the kahal in Brod will die!" 

Three months passed, and not only 
were there no deaths during this period, 
but there also weren't any stillborns. When 
the court case was finally heard, the judge 



30 � Shelach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

asked Rav Shlomo, "Bring me a proof from 
the Tanach, that the dead body is carried 
specifically in one 's arms. The Rav 
immediately replied, "It's written in 
Parshas Vayechi,  'And they carried Yaakov 
their father.'" The judge accepted the proof 
and said, "The Rav is right – that 's how it 's 
written, to carry in the hands and not in a 
wagon." (Told over by Rav Yaakov 
Teitelbaum from his Rav, Rav Meir Arik) 
(Shaal Avicha Yeyegadcha) 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Rav-Shlomo-Kluger-Stops-

The-Malach-HaMaves-in-Court/2178 

 

Is a Tzadik 's Tefillos Considered 
Pikuach Nefesh? - The Sar Shalom of 
Belz and Rav Shlomo Kluger 

May one be Mechalel Shabbos for 
the purpose of having a Tzadik daven for a 
mortally ill person. A number of years ago 
in a town called Zlutchov, in Galicia, the 
Dayan of the city permitted a Chossid of 
Belz to have a non-Jew write down the 
name of a mortally ill person and bring it to 
the Sar Shalom of Belz, who was in a 
neighboring town so that the Tzadik will 
Daven for him. When the Sar Shalom 
received the name he was disturbed by the 
Chilul Shabbos and he commented, I will 
now have to put in extra effort in my Tefillo 
so that the Chilul Shabbos will not be for 
naught. 

Rav Shlomo Kluger, upon hearing of 
the story took great umbrage to the Chilul 
Shabbos (even though it was only an Isur 
D'Rabbanan) and he wrote a letter to the 
town elders decrying the Heter that was 
given and he said that it is forbidden to be 
Mechalel Shabbos for the purpose of 
having someone Daven for a Choleh. It is 
only permitted to be Mechalel Shabbos for 
something that will be a Refuah for the 
Choleh. Tefillo is not a Refuo it is a request 
for Hashem Yisborach to cure the Choleh. 
Hashem Yisborach could cure the Choleh 
without our Tefillos. Hashem knows what 
is in our hearts and He knows that if it 

weren't Shabbos we would ask the Tzadik 
to Daven for us.  
www.revach.net/halacha/tshuvos/Is-a-Tzadiks-Tefilos-Considered-

Pikuach-Nefesh-The-Sar-Shalom-of-Belz-Rav-Shlomo-Kluger/2189 

 

Parshas Korach: Rav Shlomo Kluger 
– Dasan and Aviram 's Underground 
House 

  "The earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed them and their houses  
Previously (16:27) it is stated that Dasan 
and Aviram went out and stood  "Pesach 
Oholeihem —  at the entrance of their 
tents". Why does it say that they were 
swallowed with their houses and not their 
tents?  

Rav Shlomo Kluger answers, the 
difference between a tent (Ohel) and a 
house (Bayis) is that a tent is temporary 
and a house is permanent. The sojourn in 
the Midbar was a temporary stopover 
between Mitzrayim and Eretz Yisroel. 
Therefore, all the people lived in tents and 
were looking forward to their permanent 
residence in Eretz Yisroel. Now that the 
earth swallowed them, Korach and his 
people could no longer anticipate coming 
to Eretz Yisroel, and thus Oholeihem ,their 
tents, in which they temporarily dwelled, 
now became  Bateihem,their permanent 
houses, in which they would remain 
underground for a very very long time. 
www.revach.net/parshas-hashavua/quick-vort/Parshas-Korach-Rav-

Shlomo-Kluger-Dasan-and-Avirams-Underground-House/2371 

 

From the age of six, Rav Shlomo's 
whole being was only Torah. It was at that 
tender age that he wrote his first chidushim 
and from there his life was one long ascent 
in Torah learning.  

At fourteen he entered yeshiva 
gedoloh, studying with talmidim twenty 
years old and above. At first, his peers took 
no notice of the young newcomer due to his 
youthful appearance, but it was only a 
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matter of days before they realized his 
superiority to them both in wisdom and his 
approach to learning.  

His intense hasmodoh continued 
unabated after he married and it was only 
when his wealthy father-in-law passed 
away that Rav Shlomo had to consider how 
to provide for his family.  

Various communities clamored for 
Rav Shlomo to serve as their rov, but he 
was afraid that his duties would reduce his 
time for Torah learning and therefore, 
decided to open a shop with the help of his 
rebbetzin.  

At times Rav Shlomo himself would 
take over in the shop, but when this 
happened, not much business was carried 
out. Though Rav Shlomo was there 
physically his mind was totally preoccupied 
with his Torah thoughts and far away from 
any money matters.  

One day the rebbetzin asked Rav 
Shlomo if he would serve for a few hours in 
the shop. Her husband, who was then 
absorbed in a difficult sugya in Bovo 
Kammo,Takonos Ushah, agreed to help her 
out. A well-to-do client entered the shop, 
intending to buy a large amount of textiles. 
Absentmindedly, Rav Shlomo showed him 
where the merchandise lay and what the 
prices were and then immediately sank 
back into his thoughts on the sugya. 

It didn't take long for the 
businessman to realize with whom he was 
dealing and after selecting his needs, he left 
without paying the unsuspecting Rav 
Shlomo.  

With a joyful heart, Rav Shlomo 
arrived home that evening and reported to 
his rebbetzin that today a customer bought 
a large amount and parnossoh was looking 
good. Delighted to hear the news, his 
rebbetzin asked for the payment.  

The cash box was empty. The desk in 
the shop had no money in it. Eventually 
they both realized that their loyal customer 
had walked off without paying.  

All Rav Shlomo's efforts in placating 
the rebbetzin were to no avail.  "One 
mustn't get despondent; everything that 
transpires is from Above and is for the 
good."  

All his assurances would not calm 
her down and the rebbetzin insisted that 
Rav Shlomo go after the customer and 
demand the payment.  

Reluctant to leave his learning even 
for a short while, Rav Shlomo nonetheless 
set off to the client's house, a distance of 
about a mile out of town.  

As Rav Shlomo walked, the light 
drizzle that had been falling turned into 
snowflakes, slowly covering the landscape 
with a cold, fleecy blanket.  

A wagon appeared in the distance, 
slowly coming towards Rav Shlomo. 
Immersed in his thoughts, the Rav plodded 
on, his mind ever deeper in his lofty 
studies. He failed to notice the oncoming 
carriage with its passengers.  

The distinguished occupants of the 
carriage however, already saw Rav Shlomo 
from afar, his black-coated figure 
silhouetted in stark contrast to the snowy 
whiteness around.  

 "Rav Shlomo," called out a young 
man from the Rav's hometown, as the 
carriage neared.  "What are you doing here, 
walking this road on such a cold, frosty 
night? Turn back, for my companions here 
are four delegates from the city of Kolkov 
who are on the way to your home with a 
request that you take on the rabbinate 
there."  

Shrugging, Rav Shlomo humbly 
replied, "I do not know these people. Please 
allow me to continue on my way for I have 
an urgent matter to attend to."  

Jumping down from the carriage, 
the avreich stopped Rav Shlomo and 
explained to him the story of the delegation 
from Kolkov.  

 "About half a year ago the rov of 
Kolkov was niftar, and the notable kehilla, 
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made up of many learned people, sofrim, 
well-to-do families and distinguished Jews, 
turned to the gaon, Rav Yaakov Orenstein, 
rov of Lemberg, asking him to direct them 
to their next rov.  

 "After a quarter of an hour's 
thought, Rav Yaakov told them, `In the last 
fifteen minutes, the names of many 
rabbonim crossed my mind. Of them all I 
see none as fitting to lead the Jews of 
Kolkov as Rav Shlomo Kluger of the city 
Ravo. ' "  

Hearing such specific instructions 
directly from the mouth of the generation's 
leader, all the roshei hakohol signed a 
petition to Rav Shlomo Kluger requesting 
that he accept the position.  

The document was in the hands of 
those four gentlemen, the messengers of 
the Kohol Hakodesh.  

Retracing his steps, Rav Shlomo 
returned home and related to the rebbetzin 
the amazing turn of events. As he finished 
talking, the four strangers walked in, 
calling out, "Mazel Tov, Mazel Tov," and 
presented Rav Shlomo with the ksav 
rabbonus.  

 "The truth is," said Rav Shlomo, 
"that I did not intend to lead a community 
at all. However, since I had to go and seek 
out the money due to me out of destitution, 
I see it as a sign from Heaven that I met 
you on the way and will accept your 
petition."  

Rav Shlomo continued, "Wait one or 
two days until I receive my money from 
this customer and arrange all my affairs 
and then I'll return with you to Kolkov."  

To everyone's astonishment, the 
next morning the aforementioned client 
walked in and, without a word of 
explanation as to his previous or present 
behavior, paid the sum that he owed in full 
and left the house.  

This was only another signal, 
concluded Rav Shlomo that Hashgocho 
had arranged that he should have to go the 

night before so he would accept his post as 
rov and spread Torah to the wider public.  

Perhaps Rav Shlomo had been 
correct in his assumption that leading a 
kehilla would rob him his peace.  

www.chareidi.org/archives5772/chukas/fsrklugrchk72.htm 

 

When Rav Shlomo was an unknown 
young man and utterly destitute, a non-
frum neighbor saw his misery and decided 
to cut some wood so that the family could 
heat their home especially since they had a 
newborn baby in the house. 

 When Rav Shlomo heard of his 
deed, he later on told his gabbai to tell him 
whenever that neighbor will pass away. 
Years later, when the neighbor returned his 
soul to his Maker, the gabbai came to Rav 
Shlomo and told him the news. Rav Shlomo 
told the gabbai that he wants to attend his 
funeral. The gabbai was amazed, because 
what was Rav Shlomo doing by a non-frum 
person's funeral. 

 At the burial site, Rav Kluger waited 
until the body was buried and then 
proceeded to break off a twig from a nearby 
tree and planted the twig on top of the 
fresh kever. 

 That Shabbos, Rav Shlomo came 
into shul and his face was fiery red. He 
paced back and forth for several hours – 
repeating these words numerous times:  א�ר
 ָזר�ַע ַלַצִדיק �ְלִי�ְֵרי ֵלב שְִֹמָחה 

 The whole shul noticed that 
something extraordinary was happening. 
Rav Shlomo davened in his own private 
room the entire Shabbos. After Shabbos 
was over, several elders approached Rav 
Shlomo and respectfully asked him what 
happened that Shabbos. 

 Rav Shlomo related as follows: After 
he affixed the twig to his former neighbor's 
grave, his actions had momentous 
repercussions. The Satan was going 
through his list of people that died that 
week and were slated for punishments, 
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when the Satan noticed one person was 
missing from his list.  

After determining that Rav Shlomo's 
actions were hampering his path in getting 
his clutches on the neighbor's soul, he 
approached Rav Shlomo to release his hold 
on the neighbor's neshama. Rav Shlomo 
refused, stating that this person helped him 
in his lifetime and in fact saved his 
children's lives with the heartwarming heat 
that he provided. 

 So the Satan took Rav Shlomo to 
bais din shel maalo and Rav Shlomo 
increased his tefillos. After negotiating with 
Rav Shlomo that he shouldn't do this again, 
the bais din released the neighbor's soul to 
Rav Shlomo – who in turn placed it in Gan 
Eden. 

(Heard from Rav Rottenberg Shlit "a, Forshay, N.Y. – during a 

Pirkei Avos shiur)

    

Rav Rav Rav Rav YisroelYisroelYisroelYisroel    NajNajNajNajárararara,,,,    1111
sssstttt
    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

The Chasam Sofer never used to 
recite or sing Koh Ribon Olam on Friday 
nights. His son, the Ksav Sofer very much 
wanted to sing this song. But he couldn't. 
The reason he couldn't was that he didn't 
dare do anything different from his father. 
Once, when eating with his father on a 
Friday night, he started talking to his father 
about the beauty of this zemer and how 
holy it is. The Chasam Sofer got the hint, 
and told his son:  "I would rather recite the 
zemer than tell why I wouldn't recite it." 

Since then, the Chasam Sofer recited 
it weekly. Some time later, the Chasam 
Sofer told his son the following story: the 
mechaber of the zemer, Rav Yisroel Najára, 
served as the chazan of Rav Isaac Luria, the 
Arizal. The morning after Rav Najára 
composed Koh Ribon Olam, the Arizal told 
him that the previous night, while he was 

composing the wonderful zemer, the 
Shechina, together with the Pamalya Shel 
Ma'alo, came to visit him, but when they 
arrived, they saw that he was sitting [at his 
Shabbos table], lo and behold, without 
wearing a jacket! That was presumably 
disgraceful, because the story goes that at 
the sight of a jacket-less Rav Najára, the 
Shechina and the Pamalya turned around 
and left. Later, the Ksav Sofer hypothesized 
that this was actually the reason why the 
Chasam Sofer never really wanted to recite 
the zemer. 

(It is said that the Arizal then visited 
Rav Yisroel Najára and told him about his 
vision. Rav Yisroel undertook to wear a 
jacket during the meal and the following 
week the Shechina and the Pamalya 
returned.)

 

    

Rav Kalonymus Kalman Epstein,Rav Kalonymus Kalman Epstein,Rav Kalonymus Kalman Epstein,Rav Kalonymus Kalman Epstein,    1111
sssstttt
    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz     

Rav of Cracow and Mechaber of Maor VaShemesh 

This is One of Mine! 

When Rav Kalonymus Kalman 
Epstein of Cracow, mechaber of Maor 
VaShemesh, was but a young child, Rav 
Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev visited his 
town. The young boy hid beneath the 

Berditchever's tallis as children do, to see 
what the Rebbe was doing as he prayed. 
The manner and conduct of the tzaddik left 
such an impression on Rav Epstein,that 
from that point on a holy fire burned 
within him! 
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When Rav Epstein grew up he 
became a well-known talmid of the Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. Reb Elimelech 
once met the Berditchever in Rav Epstein's 
company. Reb Elimelech prided himself on 
having such an illustrious and holy person 
as one of his own students. The 
Berditchever took a good look at the 
mechaber of Maor VaShemesh. He then 
recognized on his face, that the Rav 
standing before was that same boy from 
years ago.  "No, no," said the Berditchever 
to Rav Elimelech, "this is one of mine! 
When he was but a five-year-old and he hid 
under my tallis, the holiness and sanctity 
already left its mark until he reached his 
current level and stature." 

(Avodas Levi, page 98). 

 

Three Stories From my Sefer MiPeninei 
Noam Elimelech: 

Almost With the Rebbe 

Rav Aharon of Cracow, the son of 
the mechaber of Ma'or VaShemesh, related 
the following story about a visit he made 
with his father to the Rebbe's tziun: 

 "Once, my father and I traveled to 
the tziun in Lizhensk. Rav Kalonymus, the 
Ma'or VaShemesh, asked his family and 
followers to allow him to enter the building 
that housed the Rebbe Reb Elimelech's 
grave alone; no one was allowed to enter 
while he was in there. Of course they 
consented, and he entered alone, while his 
followers and family, including Rav Aharon 
of Cracow, remained outside. 

 "Once he entered, he closed the 
door behind him from the inside. He stayed 
inside for a very long time. His family grew 
worried because they knew that his custom 
was not to tarry so long. They feared that 
something had happened to him. They 
broke down the door and entered and 
found Rav Kalonymus lying prostrate on 
the grave of Reb Elimelech. They attempted 
to revive him and after several strong 

attempts finally succeeded in doing so. 

 "When he regained consciousness, 
the Rebbe was agitated.  'What have you 
done to me?!' he exclaimed.  'If you had 
allowed me to lie here just a few minutes 
longer I would have gone straight into Gan 
Eden together with the Rebbe [Reb 
Elimelech]! ' " 

 

A Guest for Tea 

The following story was related in 
the name of the Shinover Rav: 

The mechaber of the Chassidic work 
Ma'or VaShemesh was a talmid of Reb 
Elimelech. One time he asked Reb 
Elimelech to be allowed to serve him so 
that he could thereby learn directly from 
his Rebbe. Reb Elimelech conceded and 
asked him for a cup of tea. The talmid 
prepared the tea and brought it in to give it 
to the Rebbe. When he entered the room, 
he saw the awesome figure of an old man 
sitting beside Reb Elimelech. 

He was overcome with such fear and 
tremors that he dropped the cup, spilling 
the tea on the floor, and ran out. Later Reb 
Elimelech saw his talmid and asked him 
why he hadn't given him the tea he 
requested. He had brought it, he answered, 
but when he saw the figure of the old man, 
he was so frightened he spilled the tea.  "Oy 
vey iz das kind," said the Rebbe, "vus ken 
nisht kiken dem tatten in punim arein." 
(Woe to the child who cannot look his own 
father in the face!)  "That old man you saw 
was none other than Avrohom Avinu!"  

(Eser Tzachtzachos 24; Ohel Elimelech 245) 

 

Enough Time to Sleep in the Grave 

It says in the sefer Ma'or 
VaShemesh (Ki Seitzei 22:12):  "Every 
Jewish man whose fear of heaven touches 
his heart, and who wishes to serve Hashem, 
should be fierce as a lion upon awakening 
in the morning. His deposit has now been 
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returned to him — that is, his soul — and 
thus he should not overindulge in sleep. 
Rather he should stand up and serve 
Hashem in holiness, whether through 
learning Torah or singing songs of praise, 
pouring out his words like water from his 
heart before Hashem." 

So it could be observed of our 
master, teacher, and rav, the holy Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech: as soon as he would awaken 
from his sleep, he would immediately cry 
out, "Woe to you! You have wasted time 
with your sleeping!"(Ohel Elimelech 48; 
Eser Tzachtzachos 38). 

    

Rav NachmRav NachmRav NachmRav Nachmanananan    of Horodenkaof Horodenkaof Horodenkaof Horodenka,,,,    2222
nnnndddd
    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

Rav Nachman of Horodenka was a 
close colleague of the Ba 'al Shem Tov. His 
son, Rav Simcha, married the Ba'al Shem 
Tov's granddaughter, Feiga. Their son, the 
famed Rav Nachman of Breslov, became 
the founder of Breslov Chassidism. The 
Ba'al Shem Tov once asked Rav Nachman 
of Horodenka to deliver a letter to Rav Dov 
Ber of Mezritch (who later became known 
as the Mezritcher Maggid) in which he 
attempted to persuade Rav Dov Ber to 
become his talmid. Upon receiving the 
letter, Rav Dov Ber said, "I see an 
auspicious sign in the student who bears 
this letter. If Rav Nachman of Horodenka is 
such a holy tzaddik, how much more so is 
his teacher the Ba'al Shem Tov." Rav Dov 
Ber then agreed to meet with the Ba'al 
Shem Tov and later to join the Chassidic 
movement. 

Rav Nachman was among the 
greatest of the talmidei 
chachomim and ovdei Hashem who would 
gather to learn in the kloiz in Brod. Rav 
Nachman himself relates that during this 
period he would immerse daily in the 
freezing waters of the river. So cold were 
they that no one else was able to enter at all 
and, following the tevilloh, Rav Nachman 
himself would have to lie against the 
burning walls of an oven for a full hour 
before he felt the warmth returning to his 
bones. 

That means of serving Hashem came 
to a close when Rav Nachman had a dream. 
In it he was told that there are two types of 
doctors: one who heals with bitter-tasting 

medicines and the other with sweet, 
soothing balms.  "The second method is 
better than the first," he was told. 

Upon awakening, Rabbenu 
interpreted his dream as a signal for him to 
go to the Ba'al Shem Tov. The 
latter's avodoh was not through self-
affliction and fasting. Rather he healed the 
sickness of the soul with sweet balms. 

Rav Nachman became a close 
disciple of the Ba'al Shem Hakodosh, who 
in turn loved and held him in high regard. 
In his humility, Rabbenu would sit at the 
end of the table at which the Ba'al Shem 
learned with his talmidim. 

Once, the Ba'al Shem Tov started 
recounting the praises of Rav Nachman to 
the others seated around the table. Rav 
Nachman, unable to hear what the Rebbe 
was saying, moved closer but still could not 
comprehend. As he inched nearer still, the 
others were surprised, thinking he wanted 
to hear his own praises more clearly. The 
Ba'al Shem understood and he explained,  
"See his greatness and extreme humility! 
Rav Nachman requested of Hashem that he 
should never hear people praising him so 
he would not fall into the trap of 
haughtiness. Hashem has answered 
his tefillo and he simply cannot hear what I 
am saying. Thinking that I am 
speaking divrei Torah, he is trying to move 
closer to listen and understand. 

 "Furthermore," continued the Ba'al 
Shem, "I can prove this to you. You'll see 
now I'll begin to talk divrei Torah and he'll 
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hear from his regular place at the end of the 
table. " 

And so it was. Chassidim who 
related this incident would add the words 
of Rav Nachman himself, brought in 
the sefer Tzofnas Pa'anei'ach (page 21) that  
"a person should never aspire that others 
praise him, but rather that they should 
disgrace him and through this he'll know 
what he needs to rectify." 

Rav Nachman's implicit faith 
in Hakodosh Boruch Hu is illustrated in 
many anecdotes.  Gam zu letovah was his 
motto. 

Once, when the government sent 
soldiers to enforce a harsh gezeiroh against 
the Jews, the Ba'al Shem Tov requested 
that his talmid daven for its nullification. 
Rav Nachman answered, "If Hashem did 
this, then surely it is good." 

On one occasion Rav Nachman was 
on a journey to Mezhibuzh to his rebbe, 
accompanied by his close friend, the Toldos 
Yaakov Yosef of Polnoa. The winter snows 
slowed down their travel a lot more than 
they had planned. Friday morning came 
and they were still on the road. What was 
more, a large, slow-moving carriage of a 
gentile poritz was in front of them. The 
Toldos Yaakov Yosef began to tremble in 
fear, "Oi vey," he moaned.  "At this rate we 
could cholilo still be on the roads when 
Shabbos comes in. What will be? " 

Rav Nachman, however, remained 
calm and placated him with his usual 
refrain: Gam zu letovah. His words did not 
help and the Toldos Yaakov Yosef 
continued worrying. 

After about an hour's ride, they 
came upon a large convoy of farmer's 
wagons that would have been impossible to 
pass. Seeing the poritz in his grand 
carriage, the farmers made way for him. 
The two Yidden kept close to the poritz and 
rode through as well. Immediately after, 
they reached a crossroads where 
the poritz turned onto a different route. 

Seeing this, the two of them realized that 
Hashem had sent them the poritz to clear 
the way. The rest of the journey finished 
uneventfully as they arrived in Mezhibuzh 
in good time for Shabbos. 


Rav Nachman had a burning desire 

to travel to Eretz Yisroel and be able to 
serve the King of the world in His palace. 
As long as the Ba'al Shem Tov was alive 
though, he could not bring himself to part 
from him. Only after the histalkus of the 
Ba'al Shem Tov, when standing at the 
tziyun, did Rav Nachman make his 
decision to go to Eretz Hakodesh. 

Rav Pinchos of Koritz noted that as 
long as Rav Nachman was in Poland, the 
wicked Czarist rulership of Russia could 
not conquer the country, despite several 
attempts. On the day that Rav Nachman 
crossed the Dnieper River, the Russians 
invaded Poland beginning a harsh period 
for the Yidden. 

After an arduous journey, Rav 
Nachman and his entourage arrived in 
Tiveria on erev Succos. The Sephardic 
community there helped them to rent 
temporary rooms, until the chag would be 
over and they could make more permanent 
arrangements. 

With what joy did Rav Nachman and 
his talmidim spend the yom tov of simcha! 
In the Holy Land for Succos? Their ecstasy 
knew no bounds. 

The winter that followed their 
arrival brought with it a drought. Famine 
was setting in. 

Until then, the Turkish ruler had 
been kindly disposed to his Jewish subjects 
in Eretz Yisroel. But the arid conditions 
gave his anti-Semitic advisers the 
opportunity to persuade him that the 
misfortune was an evil Jewish plot. 

The pasha was convinced by his 
friends that the Jews were controlling 
events with black magic and that the new 



37 � Shelach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Ashkenazic Rav had brought the drought 
upon them all. 

Calling one of his Jewish couriers, 
the pasha informed him in no uncertain 
terms, "You have three days to bring the 
rains down. Tell your Ashkenazic 
rabbonim, if they wish to save themselves 
they should cause the rains to fall. Failing 
that, I will expel them from Tiveria." 

The Jew made his way to Rav 
Nachman and repeated the pasha's dire 
warning. 

Rabbeinu's reply had not changed.  
"Gam zu letovah," he placated the man, 
"Have no fear, the Name of Hashem will 
yet be sanctified here and the goyim too 
will witness the yeshuas Hashem. " 

Donning his coat, Rav Nachman 
made his way down to the cave where the 
grave of Raav Chiya and his sons lies just 
outside the town. Overhead the sky was 
clear with not a trace of a cloud in sight. 

A number of Arabs who had a hand 
in issuing the edict, jeered at the sight of 
Rabbenu dressed in a coat in such hot, dry 
weather. 

One of them even dared to threaten 
that if the Rav's prayers were not answered, 
he would trample him with his mule on his 
return. 

Together Rav Nachman and 
his talmidim poured out their hearts 
to HaKodosh Boruch Hu to have mercy on 
them and publicize His power to do 
miracles. 

When they finished, the heavens had 
not changed and the sun burned as fiercely 
as before. Nevertheless, with firm bitochon, 
they marched confidently back towards the 

city. As they did so, a soft wind began to 
blow, getting progressively stronger. Before 
long it had brought a few wispy clouds and 
by the time they were back in Tiveria the 
sky had turned from blue to gray. The rains 
began to fall. 

At the entrance to Tiveria, the pasha 
fell at the feet of Rav Nachman, humbly 
thanking him. Rav Nachman was carried to 
his home and the kiddush Hashem was 
complete. In the sefer Tvor Ha 'aretz, it is 
told that from then on the gentiles and 
their rulers were always respectful of 
Tiveria's Jews, a fact which served to ease 
the hardships of coming to Eretz Yisroel in 
those times. 

www.chareidi.org/archives5773/chukas/fsrnchmnchk73.htm 

 

Rav Shlomo Carlebach used to relate 
the story of how Rav Nachman 
Horodonka's son Simcha was born. After 
the Ba'al Shem Tov made his shidduch and 
wedding, Rav Nachman's wife complained 
that the tzadik would never spend more 
than a few minutes in her company before 
going back to the Beis Medrash. When the 
Ba'al Shem Tov questioned the young 
chassan as to his strange behavior he 
responded that he could see that she would 
die in childbirth and he did not want his 
wife whom he loved so much to die. 
Nonetheless the Ba'al Shem Tov 
commanded him to have a child and as she 
was giving birth his wife prayed that 
Hashem be kind to her and let her live just 
four more weeks. Tragically she passed on 
and the Ba'al Shem Tov told Rav Nachman 
that all the gates of heaven were open; it 
was shame she had not asked to live longer.

    

Rav Rav Rav Rav AvrohomAvrohomAvrohomAvrohom    TwerskyTwerskyTwerskyTwersky,,,,    2222
nnnndddd
    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

The Trisker Maggid 

Rav Avrohom, the Trisker Maggid, 
was one of eight sons of Rav Mordechai, 

the Chernobyler Maggid. He was born in 
5566/1806 and was niftar 5649/1889. He 
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married Rebbetzin Rikel, the daughter of 
Rav Yaakov Aryeh of Kavla, son of Rav 
Mordechai of Neshchiz. 

After the petira of his father in 
5597/1837, the Maggid moved to Trisk, in 
the Wohlin region, close to the Ukrainian-
Polish border. 

His fame spread as one of the 
kedoshei elyon, and thousands flocked to 
his home for guidance and brachos. Many 
Rebbes and Rabbanim traveled to him, 
among them Rav Yaakov Yitzchok of Biala 
and Rav Yaakov Tzvi of Porisov. 

The Rebbe himself sponsored the 
food and lodgings for all who came to his 
court, even when this involved financial 
difficulties. The Rebbe likened this 
hanhaga to bringing korbanos, because 
after the Churban Beis Hamikdash, the 
Gemara states, a person's table is 
compared to a Mizbei'ach that is mechaper. 

In his later years, his brother Rav 
Dovid'l of Tolna attested about him that he 
could not discuss worldly matters due to 
his concentration on spiritual issues. 

The Trisker Maggid, unlike some of 
the other Rebbes of the Chernobyler 
dynasty, said many divrei Torah. When he 
delivered divrei Torah he was visibly 
detached from his surroundings; it seemed 
as if he was in a higher world. He would 
speak in a fiery manner in a loud voice. 
Once, after saying his divrei Torah, he 
turned to his son, Rav Mordechai of 
Kuzmir, and asked him if he, the Maggid, 
had yet spoken that day! 

The Maggid once suffered from an 
eye ailment that forced him to travel to 
Cracow. On Shabbos there, when many 
gathered at his tisch, he declared, "If 
Hashem wanted to, He could have healed 
my eyes at home, in Trisk, so there must be 
a reason why I am here in Cracow. The 
Hashgacha has brought me here to be 
mechazek Yidden!" From there he 
continued delivering fiery divrei Torah. 

The Maggid waged war against Czar 
Alexander II of Russia, whose anti-Semitic 
decrees threatened the ruchniyus of Klal 
Yisroel. The Rebbe openly spoke against 
him and would interpret pesukim as 
though they were meant as messages to or 
about the czar. After Sukkos 5641/1881, the 
Rebbe spoke of the czar's imminent death; 
indeed, in a short time the czar was killed. 

His sefer, Magen Avrohom, was 
published in his lifetime, when he was 
elderly and too weak to say divrei Torah. 
As he wrote in the hakdama, "From the day 
I knew you all, I was able to be mashpia on 
you with my divrei Torah, and my words 
served as a chizuk to many and a source of 
teshuva … And now, with Hashem's help, I 
came to the age of over eighty and I cannot 
raise my voice, therefore I print this sefer… 
" The Trisker Maggid finished his foreword 
by writing,  "I pray for Klal Yisroel, and for 
all the people who will buy this sefer, that 
things should be good for them all their 
days." 

Yehi zichro baruch. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-2-tammuzjune-30/


With blessings for a peaceful and meaningful Shabbos. 

 והבוטח בה ' חסד יסובבנהו!!!
Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 
 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 
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1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

 to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

 me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

 everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

 more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagi


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס

ציפורה בת גילה
  

  דבורה בת
ה"

Refuah Sheleimah 

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
  דבורהגיטל בת  

רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה
  רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי 
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה   

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

even if it may seem impossible. 

knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls 

 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed –

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagi


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס     לרפואה שלימה

     לרפואה שלימה  ציפורה בת גילה

 לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

  

  מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה

מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    

  
    

Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
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לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions 

Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help 

who controls  

– loving kindness 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 


