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Parsha Chaye Sarah    נר לאפרים 

 א א ש ח י י ש ר ה ג ג ז

 ב ח ל  א ה צ ש י ק ב ק ש

 ר נ   ת י ו ח ט מ מ  נ י א

 ה י ע י ע  ק ה פ ע ת ד ו

 ם ע ו נ ל ז ל א כ א ם ל

 ה ק צ ן צ  ב ר י ת ך ל י

 א ב ר ן פ ב י א ר ר ו פ

 צ מ י ד י ם צ מ א א א ת

  ל  ע ע ה ה פ ל י ה ב י ח

 מ ש ק ש ת ב  ב ו ק נ א ם

 י י ג ת ש ל  מ א ב ס ז מ

 ע ש ר י ם ד ע ש ר ה צ ה

 יצחק   באר אברהם שרה

 צמידים ברית ישמעאל רבקה

1) Four people in תנ"ך for whom the way was shortened: 

 א _ _ _ _     א _ _ _ _ _     י _ _ _     אבישי בן צרויה
2) Three people in תנ"ך who did not ask properly  

    א _ _ _ _ _    ש _ _ _      י _ _ _
3) Person mentioned many times in Parsha but not by name 



ANSWER KEY 

 

 א א ש ח י י ש ר ה ג ג ז

 ב ח ל  א ה צ ש י ק ב ק ש

 ר נ   ת י ו ח ט מ מ  נ י א

 ה י ע י ע  ק ה פ ע ת ד ו

 ם ע ו נ ל ז ל א כ א ם ל

 ה ק צ ן צ  ב ר י ת ך ל י

 א ב ר ן פ ב י א ר ר ו פ

 צ מ י ד י ם צ מ א א א ת

  ל  ע ע ה ה פ ל י ה ב י ח

 מ ש ק ש ת ב  ב ו ק נ א ם

 י י ג ת ש ל  מ א ב ס ז מ

 ע ש ר י ם ד ע ש ר ה צ ה

 

Bonus Answer: 1) אברהם אליעזר יעקב  

   אליעזר יפתח שאול (2      

 אליעזר (3   

 

 



 PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת חיי שרה
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row across and each column 

down and each box-square will contain all the letters (or images) 

Remember that each letter or image may appear only once in any row, column, or 

box-square 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 א ל י ע ז ר

 

 א ל  ז  

      

 ל ר    א

 י    ע ל

      

   ר  א ז

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ב ר ה ם י צ ח ק

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 א     ק  ב ה

  ק    א י  

  ח צ      א

      ר  ה 

   ם    ר  

  ב  ק     

 י      צ א 

   ק ב    ם 

 ה ם  י     ח



 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ב ר ה ם י צ ח ק

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               NUMERICAL VALUE OF חיי שרה       

 ח   ם ר   א   ק ה

 ה           ח ם י

   ק          ר  

         ה ם      

 ק   א       י   צ

       א ק        

   ר           צ  

 ם י ק           ר

 א ה   ם   ר ק   ח



PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת חיי שרה

Answer sheet 
BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 א ל י ע ז ר

 

 א ל י ז ר ע

 ר ע ז א ל י

 ל ר ע י ז א

 י ז א ר ע ל

 ז א ל ע י ר

 ע י ר ל א ז

 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ב ר ה ם י צ ח ק

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 א י ר צ ם ק ח ב ה

 ם ק ה ח ב א י צ ר

 ב ח צ ר ה י ם ק א

 ח צ א ם י ר ב ה ק

 ק ה ם א ח ב ר י צ

 ר ב י ק צ ה א ח ם

 י ר ח ה ק ם צ א ב

 צ א ק ב ר ח ה ם י

 ה ם ב י א צ ק ר ח



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ב ר ה ם י צ ח ק

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ח ב ם ר י א צ ק ה

 ה א ר ק צ ב ח ם י

 צ ק י ח ם ה ב ר א

 י ח ב צ ה ם ר א ק

 ק ם א ב ר ח י ה צ

 ר צ ה א ק י ם ח ב

 ב ר ח י א ק ה צ ם

 ם י ק ה ח צ א ב ר

 א ה צ ם ב ר ק י ח



PARSHA GEMATRIA 

 CHAYE SARAH    חיי שרה 

 

 

 

 1+30    ותמהר

 1+30    ותעד

 3+40+30+10+6    כדה

 5+2+1+200    אל

 6+400+40+5+200   805 השקת

 20+4+5    ותרץ

 5+300+100+400 805   עוד

 6+400+70+4    אל

 30+20+30    הבאר

 6+400+200+90    לשאב

 70+6+4    ותשאב

 30+300+1+2    לכל

 6+400+300+1+2    גמליו

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value    

  ותמהר ותער כדה אל השקת ותרץ עוד אל הבאר לשאב ותשאב לכל גמליו

And she hastened, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw, and 

drew for all his camels.  (Bereshis 24,20) 

Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side enter the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the Parsha; 

then place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 



It All Adds Up – Pashas Chayei Sarah 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

• The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

• The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

• The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

• The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

• Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew word for the name of Rivkah’s brother. 

    
 

718 

 158  י י ק ל

 516  ר ה  ב

 473 א  ת כ 

 184 צ מ ד  ם

 258 ן  צ ח ק

222 147 509 262 449 529 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 



 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     718 

 158 ח י י ק ל

 516 ש ר ה ט ב

 473 א ב ת כ ן

 184 צ מ ד י ם

 258 ן י צ ח ק

222 147 509 262 449 529 

 
  



LIFE OF SARAH, OUR FIRST MOTHER 

Sarah’s years are described in two ways: 

The Torah describes her life as 100 years and 20 years and 7 years 

The Zohar describes her life as 90 years and 37 years 

According to the Zohar, her life consisted of the years prior to the birth of Yitzchak (90 

years) and the years of her life together with Yitzchak (37 years) 

 

1. An important hint to the importance of the birth of Yitzchak )יצחק( was indicated in his name.  

The second letter indicates the age of Sarah at his birth the fourth letter indicates the age of 

Avrohom at this birth.  What are those ages? 

2. Fill in the chart below for years of the special events in Sarah’s life 

 (Hint: Avrohom was born in 1948) 

 

SARAH 
Year from 

Creation 
Event 

 ?? Birth of Sarah 

15 ?? Sarah Married 

90 ?? Birth of Yitzchak 

127 ?? Death of Sarah 

 

3. The Gematria (numeric value of the letters) of the first word of the Parsha hints which period 

was most significant to the life of Sarah.  Which period is it? 

4. Which two of the following words are connected to the concept above? 

 אדם

 הבל

 רבקה

 לאה

 יחידה

5. Bonus: At what age did Rivkah get married? (see end of last week’s Parsha) 

6. Bonus: Who else “lived” 127 years (Medrosh)? 

 

 

 



NOTES FOR TEACHER OR PARENT 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 

קחצי   .1  years (Avrohom) 100 = ק   years (Sarah) 90 = צ  

2. 

SARAH 
Year from 

Creation 
Event 

 1958 Birth of Sarah 

15 1973 Sarah Married 

90 2048 Birth of Yitzchak 

127 2085 Death of Sarah 

 

3. First word in the Parsha is ויהיו, numeric value totals 37 

 son of Adam and Chavah – numerical value 37 הבל .4

 highest level of the soul – numerical value 37 יחידה     

5. Rivkah was born when Sarah died.  Yitzchak was married at 40.  Thus, Rivkah 

was three years old when she was married 

6. Avrohom also “lived” 127 years.  According to one Medrosh Avrohom 

recognized HaShem when he was 48 years old.  His life had a total of 

175 years.  Thus, after he recognized HaShem, he “lived” 127 years. 

 
  

Age group – 12 years and up 

Objective of this lesson: 

Appreciate math in the Parsha 

Introduction to concepts within Judaism of words and their numeric values 



YISHMAEL 
Life Story: 

Year after 

Creation 

Age of 

Yishmael 
Activity 

2034 0 Yishmael was born to Avrohom and Hagar 

2047 13 First child to be circumcised (by Avrohom) 

2048 14 Birth of Yitzchak 

?? ?? Driven from home at command of Sarah 

2085 51 Akeidas Yitzchak 

2123 89 Death of Avrohom 

2171 137 

Yitzchak blessed Yaacov 

Yaacov left home 

Leah & Rochel are born  

Esav marries Machalah, the daughter of Yishmael 

Death of Yishmael 

Early Childhood:  

He was loved completely by Avram and also by Sarah (until the birth of Yitzchak).   

He was trained in the service of HaShem by his father. 

At the age of 13 he was circumcised agreeing with full knowledge. He thus considered himself greater in 

service of HaShem than Yitzchak who was circumcised at 8 days old. 

Medrash states that Yishmael acted with alacrity in serving the (Heavenly) guests. 

Break with Avrohom: 

Sarah sensed a problem and needed to protect her son Yitzchak. At HaShem’s direction Avrohom 

banished Yishamel and Hagar from his environment. 

Four-way disagreement in understanding word מצחק in the verse as referring to Yishmael: 

)בראשית כא,ט( ותרא שרה את בן הגר המצרית אשר ילדה לאברהם מצחק  

Rabbi Akiva – idolatry;  

Rabbi Eliezer – adultery;  

Rabbi Yehoshua – murder 

But Rabbi Shimon disagrees with them all - Chas ve'Shalom, he claims, that in the house of Avrohom 

there would not be someone guilty of such terrible sins. Consequently, he explains 'metzacheik' 

literally as mocking; Yishmael was mocking Yitzchak (attempting an inferiority complex?). 

How old was Yishmael at the time of the banishment? 

14 years old – After the party for the bris of Yitzchak at eight days old. 

15 years old – Medrash that Yishmael started to imitate the activities of people in the surrounding culture. 

16 years old – After the party for the weaning of Yitzchak (at 24 months old). 

17 years old – After the party for Yitzchak entering into learning Torah at three years old. (Avrohom had 

recognized HaShem at the age of three). 

Less than 20 – Zohar states one is not subject to punishment from the Heavenly court until the age of 20. 

27 years old – After the party of Yitzchak for his bar mitzvah (when he was weaned from the yetzer haRa). 



Yishmael performs Teshuvah: 

Bereshis 25,9: "Va'yik'b'ru oso Yitzchak v'Yishmael banov" - The Gemara Bava Basra 16b says that 

Yishmael repented for his bad ways, as indicated by this verse, where Yitzchak is mentioned before Yishmael, 

indicating that Yishmael allowed Yitzchak to take the lead in the activities surrounding the burial of Avrohom, 

and did not insist that he, Yishmael, be given priority by virtue of being older. How is this an act of repentance 

for earlier wrongdoing? Horav Yaakov Yoseif Herman of "All for the Boss" fame answers that the Ramban 

(Bereshis 21,9) explains that “metzacheik" means that Yishmael belittled and ridiculed Yitzchak, reminding him 

that he, Yishmael, was the firstborn, and that he would therefore receive a double portion of their father's 

inheritance. Thus, at the burial by Yishmael's giving Yitzchak proper honor, he repented for his previous negative 

behavior.  

The Meshech Chochmoh states that Avrohom made a festive meal upon the occasion of Yitzchak being 

weaned. Yishmael's scoffing in the next verse refers to this festive meal Avrohom gave. Yishmael mocked, saying 

that Yitzchak was not the son of Avrohom, but rather, the son of Avimelech, a result of the happenings related in 

chapter 20. Thus when he included Yitzchak in the burial activities of Avrohom, this was an act of repentance, as 

he clearly rescinded his previous opinion, rather than saying that Yitzchak was truly the son of Avrohom and had 

the proper right to be involved with the burial of Avrohom. 

The example of Yishmael is also reflected in Jewish history.  In Shmuel II, 17,25, Isra is called the Yisraeli; 

whereas in Divrei haYamim I 2,17 he is referred to as the Yishmaeli. The Gemara (Yevamos 77a) asserts that he 

was called Yishmaeli as a result of an incident in which he acted like Yishmael in which he showed his sword in 

order to demonstrate the correct path of HaShem 

When Shaul’s supporters sought to disqualify Dovid from the kingship on account of his Moabite ancestry 

(Torah law forbids an Ammoni or a Moavi from converting to Judaism). Isra girded in sword in the Bais Medrash 

(where in general weapons were not allowed) and threatened to kill anyone who denied the tradition from the 

prophet Shmuel that the Torah’s prohibition regarding an Ammoni or Moavi only applied to the males (and not 

the females). Consequently, Dovid who traced his ancestry from the Moabitess, Rus, was declared acceptable and 

was eligible to become the King. (The stated tradition from Shmuel decided in Dovid’s favor, not the action of 

the sword; however, this Yishmael type of action of drawing the sword worked to allow the presentation of the 

tradition.) 

When did Yishmael do Teshuvah? 

Probably he had already done Teshuvah at the time of Akeidas Yitzchak.  The Medrash tells us that the 

two men that accompanied Avrohom were Eliezer and Yishmael.  Thus, he must have already done Teshuvah 

and was allowed to return to Avrohom. 

Further, the Medrash tells us that when HaShem told Avrohom to take his son, Avrohom had asked “which 

son”, since he loved them both.  Thus, Avrohom could no longer have considered Yishmael as having gone astray 

at that time. 

Possible lesson from the life of Yishmael: 

Yishmael was banished from his house by his loving father, Avrohom, the epitome of chessed. Initially 

he must have thought his father was a fraud, putting on a charade for the world. He was faced with lifelong 

bitterness fueled by the lack of compassion from his father for his own offspring. 

Eventually Yishmael came to a different conclusion. His father was truly a man of chessed. He concluded 

his actions (in how he behaved to Yitzchak) reflected a weakness in his own character and thus, he had no one to 

blame but himself. This began a process of introspection which lead to remorse and change of character and 

actions. He accepted his own role in serving HaShem and supporting the leadership of the younger brother. His 

acceptance was reflected in naming his daughter Machalah (forgiven) and offering her to Esav as a wife providing 

Esav the same opportunity to do Teshuvah. 

Yishmael’s offspring even though not Jewish, have a role to play in serving HaShem. They can also 

overcome their natural character and accept the leadership of their younger brother. 



P L E A S E   T E L L   M E   W H A T   T H E   R E B B E   S A I D 

=========================================================== 

Parshas Chayei Sarah 

 

“What is the name of this week’s parshah?” Morah Yaffah asked her fifth-grade class. 

“Chayei Sarah,” answered many voices together. 

“That means ‘the life of Sarah,“ continued Morah Yaffah. “This parshah describes three things that happened after 

Sarah Imeinu passed away.” 

“But Morah,” Peninah called out. “If the parshah tells us things that happened after Sarah died, why is it called 

Chayei Sarah — the life of Sarah?” 

“That’s a very good question,” said Morah Yaffah. “That is just what we are going to be learning today. Our Rabbis 

teach us that tzaddikim are described as being ‘alive’ even after they pass away. Let’s try to understand what 

this means.” 

Chani raised her hand. “Morah, I’m not sure if this is a good example, but I think I understand. You see, my 

mother’s grandmother was a very special woman. My mother says she was a real tzadeikes. I never met her; 

she died before I was born. But somehow I feel like I know her. My mother always talks about her. She always 

says — ‘Bubbe used to do this,’ ‘Bubbe used to say that,’ ‘Bubbe would do it this way.’ In our family, we do 

a lot of things the way Bubbe used to do them. It’s as if everything about her is still with us today.” 

“Thank you for sharing that with us, Chani,” replied Morah Yaffah. “It is a good example. Now let’s think about 

the three episodes in Chayei Sarah.” 

“The first story is about Avraham buying Meoras HaMachpeilah to bury Sarah,” said Brachi, “And the second is 

about Yitzchak marrying Rivkah.” 

Morah Yaffah nodded. “And at the end of the parshah, we read that Avraham married Keturah and they had many 

children. But later, when Avraham divided his belongings among his children, he only gave gifts to Keturah’s 

children and sent them away. It was Yitzchak who inherited everything Avraham had. 

“Now as we think of Chayei Sarah — the life of Sarah — we can see how the episodes in this parshah tell us about 

the things which Sarah strived for in her life. These are the things she talked about; these are the things she 

worked for. 

“Sarah knew that HaShem chose Yitzchak to inherit all the spiritual strengths of Avraham, his possessions and the 

right to the land of Eretz Yisrael. 

“Meoras HaMachpeilah was the first piece of land a Jew ever actually bought and owned in Eretz Yisrael. This 

came about because of Sarah’s death, but it was exactly what she lived for. She wanted Eretz Yisrael to become 

the Jewish people’s land. 

“When Yitzchak married Rivkah, he saw three miracles: A cloud of glory hovered over their tent, her Shabbos 

candles burned all week, and there was a blessing in the bread she made. These same miracles had taken place 

in Sarah’s lifetime. Yitzchak saw that Rivkah, his wife, would carry on his mother’s life work. 

“And when Avraham sent away Keturah’s children, it was because of Sarah’s wish that Yitzchak and his family 

should not be influenced or bothered by them. Many years before, Sarah had told him: ‘Send away this 

maidservant and her son.’ Later, even Yishmael did teshuvah, and showed that he understood that Sarah was 

right and only Yitzchak should inherit Avraham’s blessings.”  

 

(Adapted from Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XV, Parshas Chayei Sarah) 

 

 

 

 



Parsha Sequencing: Put a number (1-3) next to each picture indicating the order in which these events occurred 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________ 



 
Parsha Pizzazz - Chayei Sarah 

 

Ups and Downs  
Remember in last week's parsha, when Avraham passed his big test? He was willing to give up his son, Yitzchak, when 
HaShem told him to. It all ended happily, when Avraham sacrificed a ram instead of Yitzchak (whew!). But what about 
Sarah?  
After Akeidat Yitzchak (the Binding of Yitzchak), when Avraham went back home to his tent in Be'er Sheva, Sarah was 
nowhere to be found. Avraham wondered where she could be. His servants told him that Sarah had gone to Chevron, so 
Avraham went there.  
There was sad news waiting for him in Chevron. Sarah had passed away - for she had heard that Yitzchak had been 
offered as a sacrifice, which made her very, very sad - but then she heard that Yitzchak was actually still alive! And then 
she was suddenly so happy!  
But this emotional roller-coaster was too much for her heart to bear, and she didn't survive the shock. She was 127 years 
old when she passed away. Avraham was very sad. Who could ever replace Sarah? She was so very special. She was so 
generous and giving, and she changed for the better the lives of thousands of people who passed through Avraham and 
Sarah's home. And on top of that:  
* her Shabbat candles stayed lit from one week to the next, 
* the challah she baked stayed fresh all week and there was always plenty of it, 
* and HaShem made a special cloud rest above her tent!  
Avraham knew that Sarah's burial place should be special, too. He wanted to buy the Me'arat HaMachpaila ("the Cave of 
the Doubles"), a very holy place where the first man and woman, Adam and Chava, were buried. The cave was owned by 
a man named Efron, who was part of the Bnai Chait tribe.  
When Avraham told Efron that he wanted to buy the cave, Efron responded, "No problem! You can have any land you 
want - for free."  
But Avraham didn't want the land as a gift. He wanted to buy it, with cold, hard cash. That way no one could argue about 
whether or not the place really belonged to him. So he said, "No deal! I want to buy the Me'arat HaMachpaila. Just name 
the price."  
Efron came to speak to Avraham personally. He repeated that he was willing to give Avraham the cave as a gift - but 
Avraham insisted, "No. I want to buy it. Just name the price."  
"Well, all right then. The price is 400 silver shekels."Wow! That was some hefty price tag. Back then, that's how much 
most people earned in 50 YEARS! And to think, just a minute earlier, Efron had offered it for free... 
But Avraham said it was a deal, and Efron quickly grabbed the offer. Avraham handed over 400 silver shekels, in front of 
the whole tribe of Bnai Chait. Now there would be no question about who owned the Me'arat HaMachpaila in Chevron. It 
would belong forever to the Jewish people.  

 
In Good Company 

 
And so, just as Avraham wanted, Sarah was buried in the Me'arat HaMachpaila. All of the important people came to pay 
their respects to Sarah.  
Sarah wasn't the first to be buried there (remember, Adam and Chava were there, too) - and she would not be the last. 
Later, when Avraham passed away, he would be buried there. Plus two more righteous husband-and-wife pairs: Yitzchak 
and Rivkah, and Yaakov and Leah.  
And that is why it is called Me'arat HaMachpaila - the Cave of the Doubles.  



Throughout our history, the Me'arat HaMachpaila has remained one of our holiest sites, where Jews from all over the 
world come to pray. 

Matchmaker, Matchmaker 

 
Avraham was growing old, and Yitzchak wasn't getting any younger, either! He was 40 years old, and he wasn't yet 
married.  
So Avraham called his trusty servant, Eliezer, and said to him: "We must find a wife for Yitzchak. But I don't want him to 
marry a Canaanite girl. They are just too wild and they have no manners at all. Instead I want you to go to Charan, where 
my family lives. Even though they are idol-worshippers, I know that they are kind. I'm sure you can find a nice girl there for 
my son."  
Eliezer was given loads of presents for this important mission. He headed out with a caravan of ten camels carrying 
jewelry and gifts. He arrived in Charan just three hours later - an amazing miracle! The trip would usually take many days, 
but HaShem shortened Eliezer's journey to help speed along the matchmaking process.  
Eliezer saw a well at the edge of the town. This would be the best place to meet the girls of Charan; it was evening, and 
the young girls would soon be coming to draw water to bring home. 

 
Is It a Match? 

  
But, Eliezer wondered, how would he know which girl was the right one to be Yitzchak's wife?  
So in a prayer to HaShem he said: "Please give me a sign when I have found the girl who will marry Yitzchak. When I ask 
a girl for a sip of water from her pitcher, if she is the right girl she will answer, 'Drink! And I will give water to your camels, 
too.' " 
Just when he finished his prayer, Eliezer saw the girls of Charan coming toward the well, carrying pitchers on their 
shoulders. There were many girls there, but Eliezer noticed Rivkah right away. She had stopped to help other people on 
her way, and when she reached the well, she didn't have to lean down to lower her pitcher - instead, the water rose up!  
Eliezer thought that Rivkah might be the very girl he was looking for. He ran to her and asked, "Please, may I have a sip 
of water from your pitcher?" 

 
Well, Well, Well! 

  
What do you think Rivkah answered? Of course, she said, "Please drink!" and Eliezer did. He was pretty thirsty, since 
after all, he had been walking in the hot desert sun for hours.  
Then Rivkah noticed that Eliezer's ten camels looked pretty hot and thirsty, too, and she felt sorry for them. So she said, 
"And now I will get water for your camels, too."  
And she did just that - which was no easy feat. Do you have any idea how much water ten camels can drink after a long 
hike in the desert? Rivkah worked very hard, filling her pitcher over and over again until all of the camels had had enough.  
There was no question about it. Rivkah was the most kindhearted girl in Charan or anywhere - and she was the one who 
would marry Yitzchak. 



You Call That Welcoming Guests?  

 
Eliezer gave Rivkah lots of expensive and beautiful jewelry, and then he asked her, "Who is your father?"  
Rivkah answered, "My father is Betuel. We have room at our house for you to stay overnight, and we have food for your 
camels, too."  
Yes! Just what Eliezer was hoping to hear! Betuel was Avraham's nephew!  
Eliezer went with Rivkah to her family's house, where Betuel and Rivkah's brother, Lavan, invited Eliezer to join them at 
the table for a meal. (Lavan saw the fancy-shmancy jewelry Rivkah was wearing, and figured that there might be more 
where that came from.)  
Before he ate, Eliezer told them the whole long story of how he came to meet Rivkah and how HaShem had given a sign 
that she was the right girl to marry Avraham's son Yitzchak. Lavan and Betuel agreed that Rivkah could indeed go with 
Eliezer and marry Yitzchak.  
But even though Betuel was acting nice on the outside, he wasn't so nice on the inside, and he had an evil plan. He had 
put poison in Eliezer's food, in order to kill him so he could take all of his money and gold. (Now, is that any way to treat a 
guest?)  
Unfortunately for Betuel, but fortunately for our hero, Eliezer, Betuel's plan backfired. While Eliezer was telling his story, 
an angel swooped down, switched his and Betuel's food, and Betuel ended up poisoning himself instead! 

 
At Last We Meet 

   
The next day, Rivkah and Eliezer traveled back to Avraham. Again the long, long trip miraculously took a mere three 
hours.  
As they arrived, Yitzchak was just returning from praying Mincha (afternoon prayers) out in his favorite field. Rivkah saw 
him and he seemed like such a tzaddik, she practically fell off her camel! She modestly put her veil over her face, and 
asked Eliezer, "Who is that over there?"  
"That," Eliezer replied, "is Yitzchak." Rivkah smiled. They would soon be married! 

 
Mission Accomplished 

   
Yitzchak was so happy to have a wife who would follow his mother's footsteps & continue her tradition of hospitality. 
Rivkah was happy, too, and she was blessed by HaShem, just as Sarah had been blessed. Once again, a cloud rested 
over Sarah's tent, there was plenty of dough and fresh challah, and Rivkah's candles stayed lit from Shabbat to Shabbat, 
just as Sarah's had done.  
Avraham couldn't have been any happier. Yitzchak was married, and through him, the Jewish people would grow and 
HaShem's promise would be fulfilled. 

 
A Good Life 

   
Avraham led a full and rewarding life. He lived to see Yitzchak married to the kind and holy Rivkah. Even his son 
Yishmael did teshuva (returned to doing good and believing in HaShem) before Avraham passed away. He was 175 
years old. Avraham was buried in the Me'arat HaMachpaila, next to Sarah.  
Now it would be Yitzchak and Rivkah's turn to lead the Jewish people, following the example of Avraham and Sarah. 
Soon, they start a family of their own when Rivkah gives birth to twins.. 
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Chayei Sarah 

Yossi & Co. is brought to you by Ohr Somayach  

"... and her name was Ketura ..." (Bereishis 25:1) 

Because her deeds were pleasant like Ketoreth (sweet smelling incense) (Rashi) 

 

 

What's in a Jewish name? by Rabbi Meir Salasnik, Bushey Synagogue 

Sacks, Sachs, Zaks, Zackheim, Sackheim 

Have you ever seen the Chief Rabbi's name spelled in Hebrew? If you have, you will have noted that the 

surname is spelled:zayin, kuf, apostrophe, samech. The apostrophe indicates that the name is an 

abbreviation. 

In 1657 two Rabbis from Ruzhany in Belarus, Rabbi Israel ben Sholem and Rabbi Tuvia ben Joseph, 

were executed on account of an unproved blood libel accusation. Descendants of Rabbi Israel then 

took the name Zak, the letters zayin and kuf forming an abbreviation for Zera Kodesh, meaning 

"the holy seed". The actual phrase zera kodesh is from Isaiah Ch.6 v.13 and is in the Haftarah for 

Yitro. 

Similarly, Sackheim or Zackheim, indicates that they are from 'holy seed'. (Rabbi Dr. Dov Zakheim was 

a recent Under-Secretary for Defence in the United States.)  

However, not every Sacks or Sachs is necessarily descended from a martyr, someone who was killed for 

his Jewish faith. Other possible derivations of the name would indicate that the family came from 

Saxony or that an ancestor's first name was Isaac 
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