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BikurimBikurimBikurimBikurim

éøô ìë úéùàøî úç÷ìå ...õøàä ìà àåáú éë äéäå éë
...ïäëä ìà úàáå ...äîãàä....

T he parashahbegins with the mitzvah
of bikurim, to bring the first ripened

fruit — of the seven species — to the
cohanim in the Beis HaMikdash.TorahWellsprings- Ki Savo

The Midrash teaches "Hashem created
the world for the mitzvah bikurim"

(Yalkut Shimoni2).

Chazal tell us about the joyous manner
in which the bikurim was brought. The
Mishnah states, "An ox [which would
later be sacrificed] walked in the lead. Its
horns were covered with gold and a
wreath of olive-leaves on its head. A
flute played … Important officials from
Yerushalayim came out to greet them…
People working in Yerushalayim would
stand up to greet them…" (Bikurim

chapter 2).

The Alshich asks, “What's the purpose of
all this joy and excitement for some fruit,
which costs less than a half-dinar? Our
amazement increases when we consider
the Midrash that states, ‘Hashem created
the world for the mitzvahbikurim.’ What
is unique about this mitzvah, that the

entire world was created for it?”

The answer is,bikurim reminds us that
everything we have comes from Hashem.
The fruit, the land, the wealth, the

success, it's all a gift from Hashem.

The Alshich writes, “When a person is in
the land that flows with milk and honey,

he lives comfortably and fearlessly…his
home is filled with wealth…he may
begin to think thatI earned this all on
my own. Therefore, Hashem commanded
us the mitzvah ofbikurim…” We now
understand whybikurim is the purpose of
creation, and why it was brought with so
much joy. Bikurim reminds us that
everything we have is a gift from
Hashem and this recognition is from the

primary purposes of creation.

An added benefit: When you know that
everything comes from Hashem, Hashem
will allow you to retain it. However,
when one thinks that everything he owns
is by 'the might of my hand' Hashem will
take it away from him. The Alshich
writes, “When one thinks that his wealth
is the result of his own intelligence and
power, Hashem will take it away from
him. But when one knows that
everything he owns was given to him by
Hashem, Hashem will allow him to keep
it. This can be compared to a wealthy
person who owns an orchard and he
hired someone to work his land. When
the worker sees that the figs and grapes
have ripened, he puts them in a beautiful
dish and brings them to the owner. He
says, 'Look at the sweet fruit your field
produced. It is all yours, because it grew
in your orchard…' When the owner sees
the derech eretzof his worker, he will
say, ‘You can keep all the rest.’ This
explains the reason for the mitzvah of
bikurim. We bring the first crops of
wheat, barley, olives, and grapes to the
Beis Hamikdosh, and we acknowledge
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that it isn’t our own. Everything we
have, belongs to Hashem.… And then,
Hashem will allow us to keep the rest."1111

The Midrash says, "When Moshe saw
[with his ruach hakodesh] that the Beis
HaMikdash will be destroyed and the
mitzvah of bikurim will cease, he
instituted prayers three times a day"

(Tanchuma Ki Savo1).

What is the connection betweentefillah
and bikurim? How doestefillah take the

place ofbikurim?

Bikurim reminds us that everything we
enjoy comes from Hashem.Tefillah
reminds us of this, too. If one needs
health, he turns to Hashem; if he needs
parnassah, he prays, and withtefillah, he
remembers that Hashem is the source for

all his needs.

When Moshe saw thatbikurim will cease
one day, he instituted davening three
times each day, so we can have a
constant reminder that everything we

have comes from Hashem.2222

1. By Creation, the passuk says, ux`d lr miwl` 'd xihnd `l ik, "Hashem didn’t [yet] send rain
to earth" (Bereishis 2:5). Rashi explains, "Why didn’t it rain? Because man wasn't yet

created… גשמים של בטובתן מכיר ,ואין and no one will acknowledge the goodness of rain…" We
derive from this Rashi that Hashem's kindness comes to us when we acknowledge it. If we
don't recognize that all goodness comes from Hashem, it may not come, or it may be taken
from us. Therefore, we must always remember that all the good we have was given to us
by Hashem, and then it will remain with us.
2. Rashi writes, "You shall go to the cohen [with the bikurim]…and you shall say that you

aren't kafu'y tovah" (26:3). A kafu'y tovah is someone who denies having received a
favor. He doesn’t feel obligated to say thank you or to return the favor because he claims
that he didn’t receive anything at all. The purpose of bikurim is to train us to have hakaras
hatov, and not to be kafu'y tovah; to recognize that everything we have is Hashem's gift
to us.
Therefore, concerning bikurim, it states, ד' אשר מארצך תביא אשר האדמה פרי כל  מראשית ולקחת

לך  נותן .אלקיך The Akeidah explains: People tend to think ,מארצך  that it is your Land, acquired
by your might. Bikurim reminds us לך  נותן אלקיך ד' ,אשר that Hashem gave you the Land.
As we mentioned above, bikurim was performed with great joy. We mentioned above the
music and joy that was, when the bikurim was brought up to Yerushalayim.
Knowing that Hashem is the source for everything we have is humbling, but it also the source
for immense joy.
Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zy'a explained: ,עצביהם people are depressed and be'atzvus because
they think אדם ידי מעשי וזהב ,כסף that all the gold, silver and parnassah they have are all the
result of man's work. This causes them to feel dejected when they don’t earn enough money.
They think they are guilty for being a shlemazel. They don’t realize that everything is decided
by Hashem's decree. They don’t daven for parnassah, as the passuk says, ידברו ולא להם  ,פה
because they don’t realize that Hashem is the source for parnassah.
There is a prayer for parnassah inserted in several siddurim right by the bracha of Shma
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ToToToTo PraisePraisePraisePraise HashemHashemHashemHashem

The Kav HaYashar (18) writes
“Everyone experiences miracles.
Especially in recent times, when there are
so many hardships that are increasing
daily. There are evil decrees, wars,
hunger, captivity, strife, and many
diseases. When Hashem shines His
kindness on us, and saves us from all of
these matters, we should continuously be
thinking about Hashem’s kindness.
Whoever is able to live in peace and
security, and hasparnassah, should
praise Hashem. The Sefer Chareidim
writes that thanking Hashem is an
offshoot from the mitzvah [bikurim]….
The purpose ofbikurim is to remind
people to praise Hashem for His bounty
and kindness. They shouldn’t complain
like unsatisfied people, who cry their
entire life, and complain to others, as
though they don’t have anything to eat –
although Hashem sustains them with
bread and food. They actually have

everything good in their life…”

Today, too, there are many hardships and
misfortunes. They are too painful to list.
Whoever is saved from these matters
should be praising Hashem constantly.

But people forget the good and they harp
on the problems. The mitzvah ofbikurim
teaches us to focus on the good and to
thank Hashem for what we have, instead

of focusing on what we lack.

The Toras Chaim (Bava Kama 16)
teaches, "Hashem doeschessed with
every person, every day, and every
moment. Only people do not recognize
these miracles. They think everything is
natural. They don’t recognize that every
step [in life] and every breath is from
Hashem. As it says,øáâ éãòöî 'äî, 'From
Hashem are the steps of man,' (Tehillim
37) and it says,éç ìë ùôð åãéá øùà, 'In
Hashem's hand is the soul of all life'
(Iyov 12). It would be proper for a
person to be blessing and praising
Hashem every moment, for every step
of life, and for every breath he takes.
As Chazal say, 'For every breath, praise
Hashem.' If a person thinks that it isn't
from Hashem, rather it is the force of
nature, that iskefirah, chas veshalom
(heresy). However, since it is impossible
for a person to praise Hashem from the
morning to nighttime for each step and
for each breath — and especially since
most people are running after the

Koleinu. It states באיסור  ולא .בהיתר This means, our parnassah should only come through
permissible means. Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zy'a explained that איסור  means bound. He
explained that we pray we shouldn’t feel tied down with worries for parnassah. We should
feel free, בהיתר because everything is in Hashem's hands. We do our hishtadlus, but there
is no room for worrying.
Someone once did a favor for Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa, and Rebbe Bunim asked this
person which brachah he desired. The man replied, "I want to have parnassah in
abundance."
Rebbe Bunim replied, "I will give you a brachah that you should never be worried. Because
Hashem doesn’t give to those who are worried; He gives to those who request."
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foolishness of this world, amassing
money and the like…Therefore, the
Anshei Kneses HaGedolahinstituted
saying íéãåî three times a day. This
singular praise is for all the breaths,
kindness, and miracles that Hashem
does with us every moment. By saying
íéãåî, one fulfills the obligation [to

praise Hashem].

"Therefore, iníéãåî we say,íéøåñîä åðééç ìò

êãéá, 'For our lives, that are given over
into your hands,' and with these words,
we are thanking Hashem for every
breath. And we also say,íåé ìëáù êéñéð ìò
ø÷á áøò úò ìëáù êéúåáåèå êéúåàìôð ìòå åðîò
...íééøäöå, 'for the miracles that You
perform with us each day, and for Your
wonders and kindness that occur every
moment…' We take a bow by this
brachah in the manner that one bows his
head to a friend when he thanks him…"3333

3. The Gemara says that the spine of the person who doesn’t bow by מודים will turn into a
snake in the grave. The Toras Chaim (Bava Kama 17) explains this, based on the

Gemara that teaches that when the snake came to Chavah to entice her to sin, he came
זקופה ,בקומה  standing erect. This erect posture represented not recognizing Hashem.
Someone who doesn’t bow by Modim is following in the footsteps of the snake, he doesn’t
recognize Hashem's kindness, and therefore he is punished that his spine turns into a snake.
With chazaras hashatz, the chazzan is motzi the congregation. The tzibur listens, and the
chazzan says the shemonah esrei for them. The only exception is the bracha of Modim,
which everyone says together. Why? The meforshim explain that gratitude needs to be
expressed by each individual. It isn't sufficient to listen to another person praising Hashem.
One must praise Hashem himself.
Rebbe Ahron of Belz, zy'a, was careful to personally thank the people who helped him.
People asked him why he doesn’t simply send a shaliach to express his gratitude. He replied
that we learn from Modim Derabanan that gratitude needs to be said by each individual, and
no one can do it for him.
The Daas Zkeinim MiBaalei HaTosfos teaches that מודים is gimatriya 100, implying that
saying Modim is like blessing and thanking Hashem with one hundred daily brachos.
Bederech tzachus, the Or HaMeir writes, "Many people, when they daven [for parnassah],
they pray with large letters. [This means] they place all of their strength into the words. He
wants the letter פ (of parnassah) to be larger than the entire world. ר' should be even greater.
ה ' ס ' נ' should be as tall as can be, so he can receive פרנסה and wealth through these letters.
[But] when his tefillah is answered, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives him immense wealth,
and he thanks Hashem, then he uses small letters. He doesn’t invest all his strength to
express his gratitude."
The Or HaMeir writes that the passuk וקטנה גדולה  ואבן אבן בכיסך יהיה  לא (Devarim 25:13) alludes
to this, because ,כיסך  the Zohar says, can mean mouth, and אבן  can mean the words of tefillah.
The passuk is saying that one shouldn’t have these two levels of letters, large and small in
his mouth… As Rashi writes, בקטנה ומחזיר בגדולה  נוטל יהא ,שלא 'he shouldn’t take with large and
return with small,' rather his gratitude should be with the same sincerity as his tefillos were.
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After íéãåî we say íåìù íéù, and pray
for peace, because after one thanks
Hashem it's aneis ratzon, an ideal

moment, for tefillah.

BikurimBikurimBikurimBikurim inininin ourourourour GenerationGenerationGenerationGeneration

Rebbe Bunim of Peshischazy'a asked,
how do we bringbikurim today, when
there is no Beis HaMikdash? The Torah
is eternal, so there must be some way to

keep the mitzvah even today.4444

Rebbe Bunim answered that in our
generation, we can keep the mitzvah of
bikurim by making the beginning of the
day holy. (Instead of sanctifying the first
fruits, we sanctify the first moments of
the day.) After rising in the morning, the
first thoughts, words, and deeds should

be dedicated foravodas Hashem.

Some people read the newspaper as they

sip their early - morning- coffee. (Some
people check their emails ...) This isn't
considered sanctifying the beginning of
the day. Ideally, a person should
awaken with zrizus and prepare for
Shacharis. He should daven properly,
and then the entire day will be better
and more spiritual, because the day is
influenced by its beginning. This is the

bikurim of today.5555

SimchahSimchahSimchahSimchah

It is important to serve Hashem with
simchah. 6666

This week, the Torah writes the
tochachah – ninety-eight curses.
According to some commentaries, all of
these curses come when people aren't
serving Hashem with joy. This is implied
in the passuk, êé÷ìà 'ã úà úãáò àì øùà úçú

4. Based on what we've said until now, we can accomplish the mitzvah of bikurim in our
generation by recognizing that everything we have comes from Hashem, and thanking

Hashem for those matters.
5. The Gemara derives laws of zrizus from the passuk בבקר  אברהם ,וישכם "Avraham awoke

early," to serve Hashem. The entire concept of zrizus, therefore, is derived from the
zrizus of the morning. The Sfas Emes taught that we can learn from this that the primary
time for zrizus is early in the morning.
The Mishnah in Bikurim (3:1) states, "One goes into his field, he sees a fig, a cluster of
grapes, or a pomegranate that has begun to grow, he should tie a grass (גומי ) around it and
pronounce, 'this will be brought for bikurim.'
The purpose of the גומי  is to remember that these fruits are the ,בכורים the first fruits. When
they will ripen, he will be able to identify them, and bring them to the Beis HaMikdash.
The Noam Elimelech teaches that the grass tied around the fruit is to remind the person
that a time will come when grass will grow on his grave and he should therefore control his
temptations. "Because a person's heart yearns for the first fruit, and one should break his
yetzer hara. Therefore, one ties a blade of glass around the first fruit, because this will
remind him of when he will be lying in the ground and grass will be coming out of his grave."
6. Primarily, it is important to be happy on Shabbos, because the Torah says שמחתכם ,וביום

"on the day of your happiness" (Bahaloscha 19) and Chazal tell us that this passuk is
referring to Shabbos.
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äçîùá, "[the curses come] because you
didn’t serve Hashem with joy."

The Sfas Emes said that if lacking
simchahbrings on the curses, we can be
certain that when we serve Hashem with
joy, it will bring many yeshuousto the

world, and lead us to thege'ulah.

On Succos, we sacrifice ninety-eight
sheep (14 sheep, each day, for 7 days =
98). These ninety-eight sheep protect us
from the ninety-eight curses (Bamidbar
29:18, Rashi). The Avnei Nezer zy'a
explains that it makes sense that the
ninety-eight curses should be neutralized
on Succos, because the curses come for
not serving Hashem with joy and on
Succos, we serve Hashem with joy, as it

is called åðéúçîù ïîæ.

The Torah says,êé÷ìà 'ã úà úãáò àì øùà úçú
ìë áåøî ááì áåèáå äçîùá, "because you
didn’t serve Hashem with joy and with
a good heart, when you had so much
good." The Torah urges us to focus on
the ìë áåø, on the favors and kindness
that Hashem gives us, and to serve Him

with joy. 7777

ChessedChessedChessedChessed

From thepassuk, íåéä ìë ì-à ãñç, the Shlah
HaKadosh derives that one should do
chessed each day. A day shouldn’t pass,
before he does chessed and help his

fellow man.

The Toldos Avraham Yitzchak Rebbe
Shlita tells that a yungerman once

stopped his car and invited him to come
inside. "I would rather walk," the Rebbe
told him. "I want schar pesiyos(the
reward for walking to shul)." But the
man insisted, so he went into the car.
The man explained, "When I first began
driving, I asked the Beis Yisrael of Gur
zy'a what I can do to be safeguarded
from all damages and misfortunes that
can happen when driving a car. The Beis
Yisrael told me to dochessedwith the
car each day. For twenty years I've been
doing so. Today, I didn’t yet have the
opportunity. It is getting late, and I
haven't performed my dailycar-chessed
yet, so it was really important for me that

you allow me to do thischessed."

A similar story is told about an old
chassid, riding on a wagon, who saw the
Yesod HaAvodah (Slonim)zy'a walking
along the road. The chassid invited the
Yesod HaAvodah to join him on the
wagon. The Yesod HaAvodah said that
he prefers to walk, but the chassid
insisted, so the Yesod HaAvodah came
aboard. Pointing to his the ears, this
elderly man explained why it was so
important for him that the Yesod
HaAvodah come on the wagon, "These
ears heard from Rebbe Moshe Kobriner
zy'a that a day that goes by without
performing a chessed isn't a day. I
haven't had the privilege to perform a
chessed today. That's why it was so
important for me that you join me for

the ride."

7. It is written, תעצבו אל ,ועתה "Now don’t be sad…" (Bereishis 45:5). ועתה represents
teshuvah (Midrash). The Tiferes Shlomo explains that the passuk is saying, ועתה when

you do teshuvah, תעצבו ,אל don’t be sad.
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Reb Chaim Volozhinerzy'a said one
must know that he didn’t come down to
the world for himself. He came down to

the world in order to help others.

A community near Radin sought a Torah
scholar to be with them for Rosh
Hashanah, to givedrashos and inspire
them to teshuvahbefore blowing shofar,
and other times. They set their eyes on
one particularbachur who learned in the
Chofetz Chaim's yeshiva. They invited
him to join them for Rosh Hashanah but
he declined. This bachur wanted to
daven in the yeshiva together with the
Chofetz Chaim. When the Chofetz
Chaim heard about this, he summoned
the bachur, and advised him to go to that
town. He explained, "A person isn't in
this world for himself. He came to this

world to help others. Since they need
you, you should go."

Obviously, each situation should be
evaluated separately; there is no blanket
rule for everyone. However, it is
important to grasp the principle: We are
not here solely for ourselves. We are
here primarily to help others. Therefore,
keep your eyes open for opportunities to

be a benefit for others.8888

AmenAmenAmenAmen

ïîà åøîàå íòä ìë åðòå (27:15).

The Midrash says, "There is nothing
greater for Hakadosh Baruch Hu than
the amens that Yisrael answer." The
Gemara says, "One who answers amen
is [doing a] greater [deed] than the one
who says thebrachah." The Midrash

As the Chasam Sofer taught, "It is an פלילי  ,עון a severe sin, for a person to be sad, when
he is at the beginning of his teshuvah."
8. In 1967 there was a war in Eretz Yisrael (Six Day War). The dining room of the Mir

Yeshiva doubled as a bomb shelter. During that frightening time the bachurim learned
in the dining room (and there were others from the neighborhood that also came to the
shelter for protection). The shelter wasn't perfectly safe. It couldn’t protect against all
explosions, but it was the best that they had at the time.
When the war ended, some yeshiva students went onto the roof of the yeshiva and
they saw three large bombs. These bombs had fallen on the roof, but they miraculously
didn’t explode.
Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt'l spoke about this in a drashah. He said, "Dear bachurim, don’t
think that the miracle happened in your merit. I know in whose merit we were saved. Not
far from where I was learning in the dining hall, stood an agunah. Her husband left her and
their five young children a few years ago, and until today, no one knows where he is. She
is very poor. She supports her hungry children with the few pennies she earns cleaning
homes. When the bombs were falling heavily, she cried to Hashem. I overheard her say,
'Ribono Shel Olam, You know that if I would bring my husband to Your court for what he
did to me, I will win the court case. But I forgive my husband for all the distress and
heartache that he caused me. Therefore, in this merit, forgive us as well. Just like I forgive,
forgive us, and let us live.'"
Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz cried out, "We were saved in that woman's merit!"
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says, "Whoever answers amen in this
world will merit answering amen in

Olam HaBa."

The Zohar says, "Whoever doesn’t
answer amen withkavanah, about him it
is written, åì÷é éæåáå, 'those who disgrace
Me, will lose their honor' (I Shmuel
2:30)." And in contrast, someone who is
careful with amen will receive honor. As
it says, ãáëà éãáëî éë, "I honor those who

honor Me" (I Shmuel2:30)."

The Shlah HaKodesh writes, "I saw G-d
fearing people who place a siddur before
them when the chazzan repeats the
Shemonah Esrei. They keep their eyes in
the siddur, they don’t look out, and thus,
they havekavanahwith every word, and
they answer amen, Kedushah, and
Modim, properly… The sefarim teach
that all worlds exist on the people who
answer amen properly. It is the
foundation of all worlds. And when one
concentrates on thebrachah that the
mivarech says, and he answers amen
properly, he is increasing much holiness
in heaven and is sending bounty to all
worlds. He is opening the "fountain" in
heaven. It can be compared to a person
who opens a water-fountain to give
water to whoever needs. A voice comes
down from heaven, and announces that
all this goodness is because of that
person, the servant of the holy King...
And when there is atzarah for Klal
Yisrael and they daven, their tefillos are
answered… This is their reward in this
world. And what is their reward in Olam
HaBa? When one leaves the world, an
announcement goes out before him,åçúô

íéøòù, all gates should open,÷éãö éåâ àáéå
íéðåîà øîåù, and let the righteous, who
were careful with amen, pass. [The gates
open for him] because he would open
the gates of bounty and holiness each
day. He goes up in heaven, higher and
higher, level after level, to Gan Eden
above. About him it states,ãáëà éãáëî éë,
'I will honor those who honored Me' (I

Shmuel2:30)."

Before making a brachah, Rebbe
Shmelke of Nickelsburg zy'a would
always make sure that someone should
be near him to answer amen. Rebbe
Shmelke explained that when one makes
a brachah, it creates amalach, but the
malach isn't complete, unless someone

answers amen to thebrachah.

Once, when Rebbe Shmelke of
Nickelsburg was traveling, he needed to
make anasher yatzar, but he didn’t have
anyone around to answer amen.
Suddenly, he saw two people. Their
appearance was awesome. He made the
brachah, they answered amen sweetly
and disappeared. Rebbe Shmelke guessed
that these two 'men' were actually the
malachimRefael and Gavriel. They came
down from heaven, to help him make the

brachah properly.

Rebbe Shmelke explained the following
phrase we say during the Yomim
Nora'im: åðáéùé éîå ãçàá àåäå, when one is
alone, who will answer amen to his
brachos? äúååéà åùôðå, but his soul desires
and yearns for someone to answer amen.
àøåð ùòéå, one can do something awesome,
ùåã÷å íåøî, to have the holymalachimof

heaven answer amen to hisbrachah.
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Rebbe Shmelke fell asleep on the wagon
and it was revealed to him that he had
assumed correctly: The two "men" were
the malachimRefael and Gavriel, and his

vort was also correct.

Reb Chaim of Volozhin zy'a was also
meticulous in making abrachah only
when someone else was present to
answer amen. Once, he awoke early in
the morning and wanted a cup of water,
but there was no one to answer amen to
his brachah. Just then, one of the top
bachurimof his yeshiva came to the beis
medresh to ask Reb Chaim Volozhiner to
explain a difficult Tosfos. Reb Chaim
explained the Tosfos and then he said the
brachah on the water, and thebachur
answered amen. Reb Chaim thanked him,

and thebachur left.

The next day, Reb Chaim Volozhiner
said to the bachur, "Thank you once
again for answering amen. I was so
thirsty last night; I wasn't able to

continue learning without your help."
The bachur didn’t understand what he
was referring to. He had slept the entire
night. Reb Chaim Volozhiner understood
that Eliyahu HaNavi appeared to him,
looking like that bachur, to help him
with his kabbalah, to only say a
brachah when someone is around to

answer amen.9999

ChangeChangeChangeChange

There was an expert tight-rope artist.
When he was on the rope, high up in the
air, he was almost as comfortable as a
person walking on the ground. He
juggled, rode bikes, and danced on the
rope. "What's the hardest part?" someone

asked him.

"You will be surprised, but the hardest
part isn't riding the unicycle, and it isn't
dancing. The hardest part is when I reach
the end of the rope, and need to turn
around."

9. Reb Reuvan Bengis zt'l told this story. He heard it איש מפי איש (from a direct line of
reliable sources). He added that in the yeshiva of Volozhin people were saying that

that bachur was apparently very special, because Eliyahu HaNavi chose to come, appearing
like him.
It states in this week's parashah, שכחתי  ולא ממצותיך עברתי .לא Rashi writes, "I didn’t forget to
make a brachah…" (26:13). The Sfas Emes said, sometimes a person mumbles a brachah,
and afterwards, he isn't certain whether he made one or not. He said it so quickly, and
without kavanah, how can he remember whether he said it or not? But someone that says
a brachah with kavanah, he will know if he said the brachah or not.
By viduy maasros, one must say, שכחתי  .ולא This means, "I always made the brachah
properly, and therefore I never had a doubt whether I said the brachah or not."
The Beis Yisrael zt'l said that we should train children in their youth, to say brachos out loud
because this is mesugal for yiras shamayim. It is written, תירא  אלקיך ד' ,את and Chazal learn
from this that one should be careful to say Hashem's name properly (see Temurah 3, 4).
Therefore, when one says brachos [and Hashem's name] properly, it is mesugal for ד' את

תירא  ,אלקיך yiras shamayim.
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Similarly, in life, the hardest part is
turning around. Everyone is accustomed
to their lifestyle. Learning new habits is

extremely difficult.

However, we are presently in Elul. Now,
more than ever, it is possible to change
our ways. This month ismesugal for
improvement, for taking on new

kabbalos, and for starting over again.

This is alluded to in thepassuk, íéá ïúåðä
êøã, "[Hashem] Who places a path in the
sea" (Yeshaya 43); according to the
Arizal, this passukrefers to Elul. 'A path
in the sea,' is an unusual phrase, because
how can one make a path in the sea, and

how is thispassukalluding to Elul?

Bederech tzachus, we can explain, that
when a ship is at sea, and the captain
becomes aware that the ship is heading
in the wrong direction, it isn't hard to
turn the ship around. When someone is
driving a car in a city (or on a highway)
and he discovers that he is going in the
wrong direction, he often needs to drive
quite a long distance, and to make
several turns, before he is back on track.
But at sea, one doesn’t have this
difficulty. He just turns around.Elul is
like a path in the sea. This means that
during Elul, one can easily change his

track in life, if he desires to do so.

The main thing is that we must believe
in our ability to change.

Someone said to Reb Yisrael Salanter
zy'a, “I am set in my ways; I think I will

never change.”

Reb Yisrael Salanter rebuked him, "Even
the Satan believes that you can change.
So why don’t you believe that you have

this ability?"

The Gemara says that when we blow
shofar on Rosh Hashanah, the Satan
becomes afraid. He thinks that Yidden
have doneteshuvah, and he is hearing
the shofar of Moshiach. Reb Yisrael
Salanter told him, "If the Satan believes
that we can doteshuvah, you should also

believe that you have this potential.

Don’tDon’tDon’tDon’t LoseLoseLoseLose thethethethe ElulElulElulElul

Elul has almost passed. We're already in
the days of Selichos, which theposkim
consider part of the Yomim No'ra'im. It
is time to wake up and seize the

opportunities available for us inElul.

We will explain this with a parable:10101010

A man saw a deep pit with three hungry
lions inside it. Feeling safe, high above
the lions, he began to tease them.
Suddenly, he lost his footing, and slipped
into the pit. He was able to grab onto a
clump of grass, growing off the side of
the pit. He held on tightly with both
hands, as he shouted for help. The lions
below were jumping to reach him, but he
was still, fortunately, out of reach. But
then two weasels came, and began to
nibble at the grass that he was holding
onto. “Get away!" he shouted at the
weasels. "My life is dependent on this
clump of grass," but obviously, his

screams didn’t help him.

Elul is our lifeline. Elul is a time when

10. A similar mashal is brought down in Shevet Mussar (27)
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we can change, a time when we can
arouse Hashem's compassion. But
forgetfulness, and the obligations of life,
gnaw away atElul, and don’t let us take
advantage of it. We scream, "Don’t cause
me to loseElul." And this time, if we
pay attention to the call, we can grasp the

benefits available for us inElul.

During this month, we blow the shofar
every morning. The shofar announces:
"Beware, the yetzer hara is trying to
make you preoccupied and takeElul
away from you." If we will pay attention
to this call, we will be able to gain from

Elul and change our ways.

SelichosSelichosSelichosSelichos

The Beis Ahronzt'l said, "One shouldn’t
say selichos. One should request
selichos." BecauseSelichos isn't a text
that we say; it is pleading; seeking to

arouse Hashem's compassion on us.

Reb Yosef Shterbitzer z'l was the
chazzanfor the first day of selichosby
the Belzer Rebbe, Reb Ahronzt'l. Once,
before Selichos, the rebbe told him, "I
want to teach you thekavanos of
Selichos."
Reb Yosef listened with excitement; he
thought the Rebbe will teach him the
secrets of the Torah. The Rebbe told
him, "When you come to theamud, have
one thing in mind: to daven loudly.,êòéåä
êòéåä ,êòéåä (loud! loud! loud!) This will
rouse the congregation to saySelichos
with kavanahand withhislahavus. Don’t
be afraid to become hoarse, because if
you become hoarse, someone else will
take your place." Because the essence of

Selichos isn't about reading the words,
but about becoming inspired to do
teshuvah, and to beseech Hashem for

His forgiveness.

There was a person who caused a lot of
trouble for Rebbe Boruch of Mezibuzh
zy'a. He was amisnaged, and he thought
he was doing a mitzvah by going against
this great tzaddik. Before Yom Kippur,
he came to see Rebbe Boruch'l, "I really
don’t need to ask you formechilah,
because everything I do is really a
mitzvah. But since it is erev Yom
Kippur, I decided that it is nevertheless
proper to ask for your forgiveness."
The rebbe replied,êéøáãë éúçìñ, "I forgive
you as you are speaking." In other words,
"I forgive you with the same sincerity
and feeling that you have when you ask

me forgiveness."

Similarly, when we saySelichos, the
main thing is to regret our ways. If we
aren't planning on improving, and if we
don’t have any feelings of remorse,
then our Selichos aren't going to
accomplish anything. Hashem may say,
êéøáãë éúçìñ, I forgive you in the same

spirit of your words.

Sometimes, when someone is standing in
your way, you may say, "Sorry, I want
to pass.." (In Hebrew people say,äçéìñ,
and in Yiddish they sayèâéãìåùèðà). Are
they really asking forgiveness? No. There
is absolutely no remorse. This is just the
way people talk. If people sayselichosin
this manner, Hashem may sayéúçìñ
êéøáãë. Rather, we want to regret the past
and start anew. With this thought in

mind, Hashem will replyêéøáãë éúçìñ.
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ThirteenThirteenThirteenThirteen MiddosMiddosMiddosMiddos ofofofof RachamimRachamimRachamimRachamim

From when we begin sayingSelichos
until Ne'ilah, we will say, several times,
the íéîçø ìù úåãî 'âé, the Thirteen Divine
Attributes of Mercy. This prayer
describes Hashem compassion on the
Jewish nation (as we sayíåçø ì-à, 'ã, 'ã
...ïåðçå). The Gemara says,â"éì äúåøë úéøá
í÷éø úåøæåç ïðéàù íéîçø ìù úåãî, Hashem
made abris (bond) that when we say
the úåãî 'âé, it will always be effective; it
will always arouse Hashem's
compassion. Hashem will leave His
Throne of Judgment, and will judge us
as He sits on His Throne of Compassion

(íéîçø àñë). 11111111

The Rabbeinu B'Chaya (34:6) writes,
"Whoever knows the translation of the
thirteen attributes, and says them with
kavanah, his tefillah will be answered
(í÷éø úøæåç åðéà) – unless he hasaveirosthat
prevent it.B'zman hazeh, in galus, when
we don’t have acohen gadolto atone for
our sins, and we don’t have amizbeiach
to bring karbanoson, all we have before
Hashem are ourtefillos and the Thirteen

Attributes of Mercy…"

The Shaarei Teshuvah (481:1) writes that

it is forbidden to say the Thirteen Divine
Attributes withoutkavanah.

Therefore it is worthwhile to study the
thirteen attributes, to understand its
meaning, so we can say them with the
proper kavanah, and thereby arouse

Hashem's compassion.

The Rebbe of Gustaninzt'l said that it is
a mitzvah to review theTosfos (Rosh
Hashanah 17, in the hagahah) which
teaches the meaning of the thirteen
attributes ofrachamim. We will therefore
review many parts of thisTosfoshere.

Before we begin, we make clear that
there are other Rishonim and
commentaries who count the thirteen
attributes differently. Because theúåãî 'âé
has 18 words, and there are different
opinions as to which of these are from
the thirteen divine attributes, and which
aren't. For example, theúåãî 'âé begins
with the words, 'ã 'ã. Are these two
attributes, or perhapsone, or is it an
introduction to theúåãî 'âé, and it actually

begins withì-à.

Also, there are different opinions of how
to translate this prayer. We will learn the

count and the explanation of Tosfos:

11. There is a prayer to say right before saying the יג' middos. Most of the time, the prayer
is, רחמים ... כסא על  יושב מלך ,א-ל  "G-d, the King who sits on the Throne of Compassion…"

But before the first round we say כמוך  קל  .מי
Because when we begin saying Selichos, Hashem isn't sitting yet on His Throne of
Compassion. But after we said the מדות  יג' once, Hashem is now certainly sitting on His
Throne of Compassion, therefore we can say רחמים כסא על  יושב מלך ,א-ל  "G-d, the King who
sits on the Throne of Compassion."
The exception is on Yom Kippur, because on Yom Kippur we begin with כסא  על יושב מלך א-ל 

,רחמים and we don’t say the prayer כמוך  קל  מי at all. This is logical, because on Yom Kippur,
Hashem is sitting on His Throne of Compassion even before we say the מדות  .יג'
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'ã 'ã: Accroding to Tosfos, this is only
one attribute. 'ã 'ã means, 'ã has
compassion (because Havayah is
Hashem's name for compassion).
Tosfos writes that thepassukis saying,
"Since Hashem is the Master of the
world, He must act with compassion

with everyone."

So the first attribute is expressing that it
is proper that the Creator of all should

have rachmanuson His creations.

ì-à: This means strong, "Because with a
strong hand, Hashem prepares food for
all His creations…"
íåçø: This means compassion, similar to
'ã 'ã, but it is another attribute of mercy,
as there are different kinds of
compassion: "There is the compassion
before one doesteshuvah, and there is
the compassion that Hashem has after

one doesteshuvah."

ïåðç: This is also similar toíåçø, but there
is a difference.íåçø is when Hashem's
compassion protects us from all sorrow.
Because of the attributeíåçø, people are
generally healthy, they usually have
parnassah, etc. Becauseíåçø is Hashem's
rachmanus, which prevents misfortunes.

If hardships do come, that is when the
attribute ïåðç comes in. "ïåðç is when
Hashem has mercy on a person going
through a hard time. He redeems those

who shout to Him… [Hashem says], 'I
am compassionate, and I can't see him

suffer.'"

Tosfos adds, "ïåðç also meansíðç úðúî, a
gift when one doesn’t deserve it…"
because Hashem has compassion even
when we don’t deserve it. He hears our

cries, and has mercy on us.12121212

íééôà êøà: Tosfos writes that this is two
attributes because it refers to tzaddikim
and resha'im. "This is a good attribute
[and it means that] Hakadosh Baruch Hu
doesn’t become angry quickly. In the
meanwhile people are able to do

teshuvah."

úîàå ãñç áø: These are also two attributes.
"At first, Hashem [leads us withúîà,
truth]. But if He sees that the world
cannot exist [with this attribute, because
with the raw truth, they deserve
punishment] then Hashem leads them

with ãñç áø."

äàèçå òùôå ïååò àùåð: "These are three
attributes" and it expresses that Hashem

removes three kinds of sins.

ä÷ðå: "Hashem cleanses [from sin] those
who return to Him."

We've counted out the Thirteen
Attributes of Hashem's compassion.
When we say them with kavanah,
understanding the meaning of the words,

12. It is probably because of this section of Tosfos, that the Rebbe of Gustanin said that
it is a mitzvah to study this Tosfos. There are people who feel that they aren't worthy

of receiving Hashem's compassion. Tosfos reminds them that Hashem has the attribute of
,חנון  and even when one doesn't deserve it, Hashem will have rachmanus on him, when he
call out to Hashem "because I can't bear to see his pain."
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it is more potent, and it will certainly
arouse Hashem'srachamimon us.

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

The Shaarei Teshuvah (581) writes "I
saw rabbanim who were always studying
halachah, but during Elul, they would
stop a little bit from these studies to say

tachanunim(supplications)."13131313

The Trumas HaDeshen would say
Baruch She'amarfor almost an hour,

each day in Elul.

It is written, áåø÷ åúåéäá åäàø÷ åàöîäá 'ä åùøã,
Search Hashem when he is found, call
Him when He is near" (Yeshayahu55).
The passukdiscusses two precious times:
åàöîäá, when Hashem is found,áåø÷ åúåéäá,

when He is near.

The Gemara teaches, “When is Hashem
found? This is during the ten days
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur" (Rosh Hashanah 18). The
Gemara, however, doesn’t tell us when
Hashem isnear. The Hafla’ah says that
Hashem is near during Elul. Elul is
therefore an ideal time fortefillah.

Hashem is near, and He will listen to
our requests.

The Ben Ish Chai, zy'a told the
following mashal:

A fierce bear attacked someone in the
forest. The frightened man grabbed a
stick and began hitting the bear. The
bear fell to the ground. The man kissed
his stick. Then, he sees that he is not
alone in the forest. Someone else is
there, laughing. This man says, "Your
stick didn’t kill the bear. All your stick
accomplished was to give it a slight
scratch. I was hiding in a tree, and I
shot the bear with my gun. That's how

it got killed."

The Ben Ish Chai explains that people
think that their hishtadlus accomplishes
something, but really its theirtefillos that

do it.

Fortunate are the those who increase
their tefillos during these days. Each
chapter of Tehillim, each Selichos, and
eachShemonah Esreimakes a difference.
In this merit, we will be inscribed for a

good year.

13. Reb Pinchas of Koritz (Imrei Pinchas 427) taught that during Elul it is permissible to
say Tehillim even at night. Generally, Tehillim isn't said at night, because the attribute

of judgment prevails at night. However, during Elul, there is so much mercy and Divine
compassion that one is able to say Tehilim at night.


	עטיפה אנגלית לעטער
	עמוד כל הזכויות אנגלית
	Page 1

	-Ki Savo 1-14



