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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT MIKETZ 5777

INTERPRETING PHARAOH'S DREAMS AND CHANUKAH

Pharaoh awoke from his  second dream: 'vayehi  baboker vatipaem rucho' 'it  was morning his

spirit was agitated' (Bereishis 41:8). Rashi points out that regarding Daniel's interpretation of

the dream of Nebuchadnezzar we find the word 'vatitpaem', with an additional letter tav. Rashi

explains that Nebuchadnezzar had two reasons to be agitated, firstly he forgot the dream and

secondly he didn't know how to interpret it. Regarding Pharaoh and Yosef only the interpretation

was lacking.

Why did Hashem orchestrate things in such a manner? I believe that when it came to Yosef's

interpretation of Pharaoh's dream, it would not be difficult to ascertain whether Yosef truly had

Divine Spirit - he said there would be seven years of plenty and seven years of famine, just wait

and see. Regarding Nebuchadnezzar's dream it was regarding what will be in future generations

after he's no longer in this world. They had no real way of knowing whether Daniel interpreted

the dream properly that he had Divine Spirit. Therefore Hashem made it that the dream too was

forgotten.

"And  it  was  in  the  morning,  His  spirit  was  agitated,  so  he  sent  and  summoned  all  of  the

chartumim of Egypt and all of the wise men. Pharaoh related his dream to them, but none could

interpret them for Pharaoh" (41:8). Rashi explains that there were interpretations but they were

not good enough for Pharaoh. One example cited by Rashi is that he will have seven daughters
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and  all  will  die.  Chazal  cite  other  interpretations.  Why  did  Pharaoh  not  accept  these

interpretations? Perhaps because Pharaoh did not see any point  in  these coming to him in a

dream, what is he supposed to do? Yosef's interpretation however told him precisely what he

should do: "now let Pharaoh seek out a discerning and wise man and set him over the land of

Egpyt (41:33)." After hearing the entire interpretation Pharaoh says to Yosef: "there can be no

one so discerning and wise as you" (41:39).

Yosef shows Pharaoh not only that there's what to do, but later we see that a tzaddik is even

able to nullify the decree for once Yaakov came the famine stopped after only two years and not

the prophesied seven years.

The decree of the kingdom of Yavan was decreed earlier, we find references to it in Daniel and

in  the  midrashim. There  is  what  to  do,  to  sacrifice  ourselves  for  Torah.  Matityahu with  only

twelve others at first went out and fought forTorah and in the end the avoda was restored to the

Beis Hamikdash and the people went back to keeping Torah and mitzvoth.

The  Rav  (Hagaon  Harav  Shlomo  Zalman  Auerbach  zt"l)  pointed  out  that  although  it  was

ordained in the heavens that we thank Hashem for the miracle of the flask of oil, this is not the

reason for an eight day festival. The main point of Chanukah are the wars that were fought on

behalf of Torah and this is the thanks that we are giving.

To  kindle  the  menorah  there  were  two  ingredients  missing  -  the  pure  oil  and  the  golden

menorah.  Why  did  Hashem  perform  a  miracle  where  pure  oil  was  found  and  not  a  golden

menorah, aren't  they both Torah commandments? The answer is  that the golden menorah is

something physical, its external, the message here is that what's internal is more important.

The truth  is  that  even  had  they  been tamei  they  would  have  been able  to  light  due to  the

principle of "tumah dechuya betzibbur" - tumah is cast aside on a communal level. Some say

that this principle applies if there is an existing menorah, but to dedicate a new menorah this

cannot be done. Regardless, a wooden menorah was found, in later years when they were able

to they made a silver one, and even later a golden one.

The idea of hiddur mitzvah in  physical  terms is limited to one-third above the basic  cost,  in

spiritual terms there is no limit. That's way although the basic mitzvah is one candle per night,

the mehadrin and mehadrin min hamehadrin light far more than an additional third. 
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