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 In one of the many writings that my mother a”h 

left behind, she expresses her hope that she made a 

mark on her grandchildren. As much as she merited to 

see the impressions that she made while she was alive, 

she surely did not realize their scope…that will reverber-
ate forever.   

 After she passed away, her every grandchild - from 

the eldest to the youngest - was absolutely overcome 

with emotion. The sadness pervaded their lives for days 

and weeks, because she was a life-giving source to her 

entire family. The letters that have been written, the 

speeches that were said and the tears that were shed all 

bespeak a connection of a different level, one that will 
continue to make its ripple effects for generations to 

come… 
 Our Parsha reveals to us just how great are the ef-

fects of a parent on the lives of his or her descendants. It 

is true that we speak about Avraham Avinu and Sarah 

Imeinu whose actions surely affected their descendants 

more than any other subsequent person. Still in all, the 
reality is that every Jewish parent’s mark is also everlast-

ing, no matter how seemingly simple he or she may be. 

Therefore the lessons that we learn from them must be 

truly taken to heart: 

 The Torah teaches us about the unfathomable 

Hachnosas Orchim that Avraham and Sarah performed - 

treating three travelers with the respect due to the 

greatest of men. On this incident Rashi mentions a 
number of times how the great blessings and miracles 

that Klal Yisrael received years later in the desert all came 

in the merit of this one story. Moreover, the particular 

way in which Avraham and Sarah performed these 

Mitzvos had lasting effects on the particular fashion in 

which the Jewish people received their blessings as well. 

 One example that does not appear in Rashi is the fact 

that the Clouds of Glory came to Klal Yisrael in the merit 
of Avraham’s standing over his guests and serving them! 

Rav Mordechai Gifter zt”l brings in his sefer, Pirkei Moed, 

that it was the extra care and love that Avraham showed 

through this act that caused the extra care and love that 

Hashem showed us in the desert with the Clouds of 

Glory.  

 In Be’er Yosef, Rav Yosef Tzvi Salant zt”l explains 
about this entire incident that it is because Avraham 

Avinu did something here that was completely above his 

nature  - considering that he had just been through a Bris 

Milah - that he merited that miracles beyond nature would 

be wrought for his descendants. 

 In Lev Shalom Rav Shalom Schwadron zt”l points out: 
Avraham Avinu gave human food to angels; in that great 

zchus he was zoche that Hashem gave human beings (Klal 

Yisrael) angel’s food (the mann)! 

 From all of the above, we see clear examples of how it 

is the acts of goodness that the Avos performed that 

powerfully affected their children’s destiny. Their deeds, 

and every nuance involved, made their everlasting mark. 
 Rav Paysach J. Krohn tells a story that became fa-

mous of Rav Shlomo Heiman zt”l who gave shiur on a 

snowy day when only a few students showed up with 

the same passion and enthusiasm as if he was lecturing 

to a full classroom. After he finished he explained, “I 

was not just giving shiur to them alone. I was giving shiur 

to their children and grandchildren and all the generations 

to come.” 
 As the Torah teaches us regarding the death of Hevel, 

Hashem rebuked Kayin and said: 

” The Targum translates 

these words to mean that the voices of all future genera-

tions that could have come from Hevel were crying at this 

time!  

 Every person must know that he has the potential 

within him to affect immeasurably the future of Klal 

Yisrael, whether through his own children, talmidim, or 
through all the others that are around him and learn from 

him.  

 What we do, and the way that we do it, will leave its 

everlasting mark forever and ever. 
 Besides for her own children and grandchildren, my 

mother’s mark continues to affect so many people in so 

many different places. How many people have told me 

in the past three months that they have changed their 
relationship with their children or their parents, solely 

due to her impression? How many people have started 

saying Krias Shema Al Hamitah in her great merit? The 

zchusim will continue to grow for all eternity…Tehei 

Zichra Baruch. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
 
 


