
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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ְלִמְנָחהֹסֶלת ְּבלּוָלה ַבֶּׁשֶמן      [7:13]  
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… fine flour mixed with oil for a meal-offering 
The halocho provides that when a person brings a korban (offering), the kohein, 
acting on his behalf, always performs the ritual relating to the animal part thereof 

before that relating to the accompanying korban minchah, which was comprised 

predominantly of flour.  Yet we find in relation to the nesi’im (tribal princes) that, 
somewhat curiously in light of the above halocho, they first brought the minchah 

offering and only thereafter did they bring the animal korbonos.  What is the reason 
for this variation?  Rav Moshe Shternbuch answers by reminding us that when a 
person brings a korban, he should consider it as if he is offering up himself, 
surrendering his own flesh and blood with mesiras nefesh (self-sacrifice) before 

Hashem.  The ‘subsidiary’ minchah offering, which is intended to represent his 
material assets, expresses the fundamental belief that all of our physical needs, even 

down to the very bread that we eat, have their source in Hashem.  Thus, the 

sequencing of the ritual teaches us that a person must first demonstrate spiritual 

mesiras nefesh for Hashem, prior to addressing his physical sustenance.  However, 
when it comes to a leader of Klal Yisrael, such a person’s priorities are necessarily 

different.  He must first concern himself with the physical welfare and material needs 

of his people.  Only after this, should he be concerning himself with issues of his own, 

personal mesiras nefesh.  Consequently, the nesi'im brought the all-important 
korban minchah prior to the symbolic spilling of their own flesh and blood before 
Hashem, through the animal korbonos. 

 
 
 

 

[The kohein] shall provide for him atonement for having sinned 

The parshah speaks about a nozir tomei (a person who assumes a vow of purity and abstinence for a period of time, but 

becomes impure before completion of the period).  The meforshim (commentators) discuss the reason why such a person is 

required to bring a korban chatos (sin offering) prior to restarting his nezirus period.  They opine that despite his holy agenda, 

this person has nevertheless restrained himself from drinking wine and indulging in a pleasure that Hashem has given to 

us.  Whilst this self-denial can be a positive thing, there is a lingering sense that the person is dissatisfied with the order that 

Hashem created in the world.  In pointing out that the term asher choto – for having sinned is only used with regards to a 

nozir tomei and not a nozir tohor who completed his nezirus, the Kli Yokor explains the principal difference between the two 

categories.  If a nozir served the full term of his vow and spent the days immersed in holiness as the Torah prescribes, … page 2 
 

 ְוִכֶּפר ָעָליו ֵמֲאֶׁשר ָחָטא   [6:11]
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Do not make yourself into a lawyer 
This exhortation by Rebbi Yehuda ben Tabbai requires some explanation 
(especially for those who may indeed be lawyers).  The Bartenura 
suggests that the mishnah intends to convey a warning against those 
who would seek to assist one party or another in a court case, by 
devising clever arguments to help them win.  Rather, says the Bartenura, 
a person should just ‘tell it as it is’, setting everything out in a 
transparent and straightforward manner and leaving justice to run its 
course.  The lawyers amongst us may, however, prefer the 
interpretation of the Ben Ish Chai.  In his sefer Zechus Ovos, he writes 
that this mishnah is really alluding to a person's internalised and self-
reflective judgment.  Chazal inform us that Shaul haMelech made one 
mistake and lost his kingdom, whereas Dovid haMelech made two 
mistakes and did not suffer the same fate.  What was the essential 
difference between their two situations?  The Ben Ish Chai explains that 
when confronted by the prophet Shmuel, Shaul sought to defend 
himself by arguing that he was actually in the right.  Only subsequently, 
after Shmuel had rebuked him, did Shaul finally admit his error.  
Contrastingly, when Dovid HaMelech was confronted by the prophet 
Nosson, he immediately admitted to his mistake, despite the fact that 
he had reasons for what he had done that could have mitigated his 
‘crime’.  The message is now clear.  If one makes a mistake before 
Hashem, it is counterproductive to try to explain away or even justify 
one’s actions in one’s own mind.  The closer one gets to being 
persuaded that the mistake or sin was really not so terrible, or, worse 
still, that it may even have involved a scintilla of a mitzvah, the more 
likely it is that one has unwittingly hired one’s yetzer hora (negative 
inclination) as counsel for the defence.  One would not engage a 
charlatan as one’s lawyer in this world; how much less should one do so 
in relation to one’s life in the World to Come. 

 

… then he is not categorised as a chotei (sinner) and his 
abstinence can retrospectively be considered 
commendable.  By contrast, if he ends up becoming tomei 
(spiritually impure), causing the days of his nezirus to be 
wasted and the need to start again, then his self-denial of 
the pleasures Hashem brought to the world has been in 
vain.  The taking on of chumros (stringencies additional to 
the basic halachic requirements) is prevalent in the modern 
world.  Such chumros can be laudable, but not if they are 
honoured only superficially.  They can lack internalisation 
and instead be no more than an external manifestation of 
frumkeit (religiosity) intended to distinguish one group or 
area from another.  One might have pause for thought, 
based on this Kli Yokor, as to whether din ve’cheshbon 
(accounting for one’s actions) will be required for all the 
grief and pain caused to ourselves or to others by any 
unjustifiable or unnecessary abstinence on our part, rather 
than taking full advantage of the conveniences with which 
Hashem has blessed us.  This will be all the more so where 
such chumros have little or nothing to do with Hashem’s 
will.  This may be the p’shat (straightforward meaning) for 
the Gemoro in Maseches Yuma [72b].  The Gemoro states 
that a talmid chochom must be mi’bayis u’mi’chutz 
tetzapenu [Shemos 25:11] – gold on the inside and on the 
outside, just as the Holy Ark was.  In this week following 
kabolas haTorah, let us remind ourselves of the importance 
of perfecting our adherence to all of the essential tenets of 
Hashem’s laws and our middos (character traits), before 
looking lifnim mishuris hadin – beyond the strict letter of 
the law for added stringencies to adopt. 
 

 

 
 

[Pirkei Ovos 1:8]           ַאל ַּתַעׂש ַעְצְמָך ְּכעֹוְרֵכי ַהַּדָּיִנין 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

השבת-ישראל את-בניושמרו   

השבת-לעשות את  
 
 

In chassidishe circles, this Shabbos is known 
as Shabbos noch’n Shevuos – the Shabbos 
after Shevuos.  Many chassidishe seforim 

however observe that the English translation of 
this phrase from Yiddish can and should equally 

be the Shabbos that is still Shevuos.  The 
meaning is that we should continue to feel the 
influence of the uplifting and inspiring Yomtov 
that radiates its holiness forward in time to the 

next point of kedusho, the coming Shabbos.   
The broader message is that our efforts and 

intentions to infuse our lives with more  
Torah, as were no doubt tangible on 
Shevuos, should not be allowed to 
dissipate, but should be galvanized 

into long-lasting, positive action. 
 

Mimini Michoel 

 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


