
Wise Hearted” (Shmos 35:10) is the one prerequisite to be able to 

participate in the building of the Mishkan. R’Chaim Shmulevitz asks, 

Wisdom is in the mind not the heart. The heart is the source of our desires 

not our wisdom. Why does the Torah associate wisdom with the heart?  In 

addition, one may ask: How did anyone have the wisdom or the skill to build 

the Mishkan? For the last 210 years the Jewish were involved in back 

breaking labor. 

The answer is, that all that is needed comes from ratzon, a yearning, to be 

involved in building the Mishkan. If a person has ratzon, then the wisdom 

will be granted to him. Hence the pasuk says you need to have desire in 

your heart, and then you will get the wisdom. How does one having a 

yearning for something make him privy to this wisdom? The word ratzon 

צנור   is the same letters as tzinur  רצון which  means pipeline. When one 

aligns his yearning to the will of Hashem, then he will receive the help from 

Hashem which is needed to accomplish this goal. 

 

 

Last Week’s Question: 

How is it possible for a Jew to have a thought on 

Shabbos and transgress the Melacha of cooking? 

Answer:  

         The Chida writes, anything you thought about 

the  מן happened. Therefore on Friday, when 

they collected the מן  they had to think about the 

taste before Shabbos. On Shabbos if you think of 

the taste it would be considered cooking. 

This week’s Question:  

Who am I, I don’t have a palace, a bed, not even 

a shekel. But everyone stills calls me מלך, 

Who am I? 

 This section is sponsored anonymously as a 

zechus for their children to grow up into 

Yidden that bring Hashem tremendous 

nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

 The   נשיאים  brought the precious 

stones for the choshen as a donation. 

The Gemara in Yoma (75a) says that 

the stones were carried by the clouds 

and they came through a nes. The Or 

Hachaim (in parshas Terumah) says 

that the items that were donated to 

the Mishkan were listed from most 

valuable to least valuable: (25:3-4) 

gold, silver, bronze, and then the 

different typed of threads. However, 

if these stones were more precious 

than anything listed previously, Why 

are they are not listed first? Since 

these stones fell from the clouds and 

it took no effort on behalf of 

the  נשיאים  to  gather them, they 

are no longer so important. Only 

things that one has to work for our 

considered important. 

A- For Effort 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פקודי   -פרשת ויקהל

Hearts of the Wise 



The first big building campaign in the history of the Jews was a major success. So much so, that Moshe needed to 
make an announcement that no one should bring any more donations (Shemos 36, 6).  Additionally, the Torah says 
that they had enough and even some extra (36:7). The Chidushei Harim asks, why did Moshe tell the people to stop 
bringing donations? The first rule in fundraising is that you never know when you will need some extra cash flow. Let 
them continue bringing and all the extra could be saved and used some other time?  

He answers that the pasuk ends by telling us that there were enough donations, and then it says there was extra. 
Which one was it?  Was there enough or was there more than enough? Moshe didn’t want people to continue giving, 
since people might think their donation is going into the Mishkan when really it wasn’t. However, even after the 
announcement, the donations kept coming. Hashem made a miracle and made all the extra donations fit into the 
Mishkan. All of the “extras” fit into the “enough”.  

Beztalel, this week, is introduced together with his impressive linage (35:30). The Da’as Zekainim asks why it is 
so important to know that he came from Uri, Hur, and Yehudah. We know that the Mishkan was built after the 
Jews sinned with the egel ha’zahav. They did teshuvah and received the second luchos. After all that, Hashem 
said, “build me a place in this world to reside in”. Chazal teach us that the Mishkan was to atone for the egel 
ha’zahav. Amongst the terrible things that happened at the egel ha’zahav was the murder of Hur. He protested 
the making of the egel and was therefore killed. Shockingly, of all the people to build Mishkan, Betzalel is the 
last person. His own grandfather was killed because of the egel, and now he is charged to build something 
which atones for that sin! This shows the great desire Betzalel had to be part of this project. He was willing to 
forgive the Jews for the murder of his grandfather. A greater ratzon creates even greater siyatah dishmayah. 

Collateral 
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The Parsha opens with the words "These are the reckonings of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of testimony.” Rashi explains that the 

repetition of the words "Mishkan" alludes to the Batei Mikdash which were taken from us as a mashkon ( collateral) in payment for the 

aveiros that caused their destruction. The law regarding collateral is that the lender must return the item to the borrower at the end of 

each day (Shemos 22:25). R’Zalman M' Volozhin asks, why doesn’t Hashem return the Beis Hamikdash to us if it is indeed 

"collateral"?  

He answers by asking why does the lender have to return the collateral at the end of every day? The Torah describes the scene of a 

borrower sitting at home during the winter. He is without his blanket since he had to give it as collateral for a loan. His family cries out 

to Hashem to save them from this pain. Hashem says “I hear them crying, I have pity on them, and please return their 

blanket.” R’Zalman would cry, “You know why Hashem has not returned our collateral? We are not crying to Him that we are missing 

it, and that we can’t live without it.”   

A Will and a Way 
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 More? Than Enough! 


