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Following the story of Korach and his 250 cohorts, who perished when after bringing an offering of 
ketores (incense), proving that Aharon was chosen by HKB”H as the kohen gadol, HKB”H issued the 
following command to Moshe: 

 
 .אמר אל אלעזר בן אהרון הכהן וירם את המחתות מבין השרפה ואת האש זרה הלאה כי קדשו

 
Speak to Elazar, the son of Aharon the kohen, that he should lift the firepans from the site of the fire, and 
cast the fire, for they are sacred. (Bamidbar 17:1-2) 
 
The Pesikta Zutreta (116a) comments:  
 
Why was this told to Elazar, and not to Aharon?  Because two sons of Aharon had died as a result of a 
forbidden offering… The Almighty said, “His two sons perished on account of a firepan; let this [son] 
come and atone for [the sin committed with] firepans. 

 
Another explanation…since Aharon was the kohen gadol and Elazar was the deputy, the Almighty said, 
“Better the deputy go to the site of the fire, rather than the kohen gadol.” 
 
The commentators struggled to explain the meaning of this passage. 
 
In truth, however, the Meiri offers a profound insight into the subject in his commentary to Maseches 
Berachos (27b), in the context of the stories told in the Gemara about Rabban Gamliel, who offended 
Rabbi Yehoshua numerous times until it was finally decided that he would be deposed from his position 
as Nasi.  The rabbis then gathered to decide who would succeed him.  They chose not to appoint Rabbi 
Yehoshua, because he was the עשהבעל מ  – the person on whose account this entire situation unfolded.  
Instead, they chose Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya. 
 
The Meiri, commenting to this Gemara, writes: 
 

ואף  ,כל שאפשר לאדם להרחיק מן המחלוקת, ראוי לו להרחיק, וכל שכן הגדולים ובני המעלה, וכל שכן הצבור

כשהכורח מביאם לחלוק ולהעביר הנכבד משררתו, אין ראוי להם ליתנה לאותו שבשבילו אירע לו דבר זה אף על 
פי שהוא ראוי לכך, מפני שבזו יש למועבר חלישות הדעת יתרה, והוא שאמרו כאן מאן נוקים נוקמיה לר' יהושע 

ן וירם את המחתות, ולא רצה הקדוש הוה ליה בעל דבר, וכן מצינו במחלוקת של קרח אמור אל אלעזר בן אהר
 בכך. ברוך הוא לומר כן לאהרן עצמו כדי ללמד דרך ארץ

 
It is proper for one to distance himself from controversy as much as possible – especially great people 
and people of stature, and the community.  Even when circumstances necessitate dissent and removing a 
prominent figure from his position of authority, it is improper to grant that position to the individual on 
whose account this occurred, even if he is a worthy candidate, as this causes the deposed figure 
additional distress.  This is why it says here, “Who should we appoint?  If we appoint Rabbi Yehoshua, he 
is the בעל מעשה.”  Similarly, in the context of Korach’s uprising, it says, “Speak to Elazar, the son of 
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Aharon…that he should lift the firepans.”  The Almighty did not wish to give this instruction to Aharon 
himself, in order to teach the proper procedure under such circumstances. 
 
According to the Meiri, this pasuk is the source of this concept, that when it comes to interpersonal 
relations, we do not follow the rule of יקוב הדין את ההר, requiring that we follow the strict letter of the 
law.  One should instead conduct himself beyond the letter of the law, probe to the root of the matter 
and understand the human psyche, rather than applying the standards of strict justice without regard 
for people’s feelings, even if he is wrong, like Korach and Rabban Gamliel. 
 
 It is told that during the time of Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor of Kovno, the chazzan who led the 
Yamim Noraim services in the Great Synagogue in Kovno passed away, and the community leaders 
convened to decide who would succeed him.  After reaching their decision, they approached the rabbi 
to receive his consent.  To everyone’s astonishment, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan rejected their choice, 
choosing instead another individual who was a talmid chacham and G-d-fearing Jew, but who did not 
have an especially pleasant voice.  The community leaders were startled.    What happened to their 
rabbi?  They tried convincing him to accept their decision, but to no avail. 
 
When they left, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan’s son asked his father the reason why he rejected the 
committee’s choice.  The rabbi said, “I am well aware of the fact that his voice is not especially pleasing, 
but I am concerned about the poor widow of the previous chazzan, who will be sitting in the ezras 
nashim listening to a chazzan with a beautiful voice, and after the davening everyone will be 
complimenting and heaping praise on him.  She will be filled with sorrow and grief.  I thus cannot allow a 
chazzan other than the individual I selected, so that after davening she can take pride in her husband, 
the previous chazzan, who was far better than the new one.  And thus the entire community will have 
the merit of ןולב אלמנה ארנ  (‘I shall bring joy to the heart of the widow’ – Iyov 29:13).” 
 
It emerges that although halacha requires selecting a chazzan with a pleasant voice, nevertheless, we do 
not follow the rule of יקוב הדין את ההר.  Rather, we must go well beyond the strict letter of the law and 
take people’s feelings into consideration. 
 
This message is applicable to all people, regardless of their stature.  We must avoid applying strict 
standards to the people around us, and instead treat them beyond the letter of the law with regard to 
all interpersonal matters.  If one wishes to apply strict standards, he should do so with regard to his 
service to his Creator. 
 
This week, I saw an advertisement about a certain summer camp that offered “an enjoyable and fun” 
experience.  Among the activities listed as part of the “enjoyable and fun” program were trips to the 
Auschwitz death camp.  When I saw this, I was horrified.  How could the hand of the person who wrote 
this not have trembled?  This is a terrible disgrace.  It occurred to me that if the writer had thought 
about those survivors who are still alive among us, about how they would feel, he would certainly not 
have written such a thing.  But since this was written only to promote himself, he did not take this into 
consideration. 
 
My grandfather, 1 זיע"א, was thoroughly devoted to this concept, not to cause even the slightest distress 
to any person on earth.  And when he suspected that he may have possibly caused somebody distress, 
his soul knew no rest until he settled the matter.  He was the rabbi of this shul, and thus this is the 
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appropriate venue, and Motza’ei Shabbos Parashas Korach is the appropriate time, to commit ourselves 
not to be blind to the emotions of the people around us, and to always act in a way that takes into 
consideration everyone involved in the matter at hand.  And if we are considerate of the feelings of 
others, even when we are right, and we act לפנים משורת הדין, then Hashem, too, will treat us in a similar 
fashion, מדה כנגד מדה, and judge us דיןלפנים משורת ה , beyond the strict letter of the law, אמן כן יהי רצון. 


