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GOOD DEEDS 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
     

This week on the 24th of Tamuz, marks the 

second yartzeit of my beloved mother, Hensha 

Haddasa Bas Yaakov a’h. I thank Hashem Yis-

borach for the venue that He has provided me to 

express myself in a personal way, and I thank the 

readers for their indulgence, hoping that the 

words will inspire them as well- thus bringing an 

additional aliyah to my mother’s neshama, and to 

Aharon Shalom a’h ben Naftali Hertzka Yisroel 

for whom this  publication is named. 

The other day I was thinking about the fol-

lowing amazing Rashi, and Be’H I understood it in 

an entirely new light. The Torah teaches us at the 

beginning of Parshas Noach: “Vieileh Toldos 

Noach, Noach Ish Tzadik- and these are the gen-

erations of Noach- Noach was a righteous man.”  

Rashi is bothered by the fact that the Torah 

seems to stop in the middle of its statement about 

the “toldos Noach - the descendants of Noach” by 

telling us about Noach himself before giving us the 

names of his children. Rashi explains this anomaly 

in two beautiful ways. Firstly, whenever a Tzadik is 

mentioned, we grab the opportunity to say a praise 

about that Tzadik- Zecher Tzadik Livracha. Second-

ly, the Torah is teaching us a very powerful princi-

ple - the children of a Tzadik are his good deeds. In 

other words, before listing the physical progeny of 

Noach, the Torah wants to tell us about his spiritual 

progeny - Noach was a great Tzadik, with very 

many good deeds; and among those spiritual 

achievements are his children. 

While there are surely many lessons to be 

learned from this Rashi, In thinking about my 

mother’s a’h upcoming yartzeit I thought about this 

Rashi in the following light: My mother together 

with yb’l my father merited to raise ba’h a beautiful 

mishpacha in Klal Yisroel, children and grandchil-

dren living lives of Torah and Mitzvos B’H. In  

 

 

essence that is my mother’s greatest legacy as that 

is the greatest legacy of a mother in Klal Yisroel. 

What is fascinating to note, though, is that in 

a sense, her spiritual progeny and physical progeny 

are one and the same. For it is the good deeds that 

she performed in her lifetime that have made their 

everlasting impression upon her children and have 

thus inspired her children to follow her ways. 

Take for example the mantra of her life that 

she literally spent her whole life fulfilling until her 

last breath- gratitude to Hashem.  

As her child B’H I don’t even realize how 

much of my feelings of gratitude to Hashem Yis-

borach come from her drilling it into me for forty 

years! How when I go outside and see Hashem’s 

beautiful world, so much of that perspective has 

come from hearing my mother say it all the time! 

(Parenthetically, I just this week saw a video of her 

speech at my parents 40th anniversary where she 

said “I know I sound redundant, but I literally wake 

up every morning and say Modeh Ani with feeling, 

and thank Hashem for my husband, my children and 

grandchildren!) That good deed that she fulfilled in 

her lifetime has created eternal spiritual energy 

which has molded her physical progeny! The good 

deeds themselves have shaped the mindset and 

perspective of her children and grandchildren.   

And while it is true that this is just one small 

example of my mother’s good deeds, I feel that the 

words of this Rashi open our eyes to how great is 

the influence of a parent on a child, and how much 

the deeds of a parent are intertwined with the way 

her children will turn out to be. 

Thus how much gratitude do I have to Ha-

shem Yisborach for giving me the mother that He 

did whose life lessons continue to shape the person 

I am today…Tehei Zichra Baruch L’olam..BSD 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 




