
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 כצאתי את העיר אפרש את כפי אל ה' הקלות יחדלון והברד לא יהיה עוד )ט:כט(

“When I leave the city I shall spread out my hands to Hashem;  
the thunder will cease and the hail will no longer be” (9:29) 

Rashi explains: When I leave the city – from the city. But he did not pray 
inside the city because it was full of idols. 

Why by all the plagues until now did Moshe pray inside the city? The 
‘Chanukas HaTorah’ explains that the Egyptians worshiped the lamb and the 
lamb was always outside the city in the pasture, therefore, there was no problem 
praying inside the city. But now, with the plague of hail, “Whoever feared the 
word of Hashem brought his livestock into the houses” (9:20). If so, then the 
entire city was filled with idols and Moshe Rabbeinu was no longer able to pray 
there. (Umatuk HaOhr)   

 

Rav Yitzchak Isbee, zt”l, a beloved Rav in Brooklyn N.Y. and a Rebbe to 

countless Talmidim, passed away at a very young age from an illness. In his 

last message to his class, he said over this Dvar Torah from this week’s Parshah. 

The Parshah begins with Hashem speaking to Moshe (6:2), and the Pasuk uses 

both the Name Elokim, which is a reference to the Attribute of Hashem’s 

Judgment, and also Hashem, which is an implication of Hashem’s Attributes of 

Mercy. Why are both Names used in the same Pasuk? The Steipler Gaon, zt”l, 

explains that even when we seem to see our relationship with Hashem  

as a relationship of Din, Judgment, Hashem in reality is acting with  

mercy and for our best interests. We just may not realize it at the  

time, but everything Hashem does is good and full of mercy.  

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 
 

 

 פרשת וארא תשע"ו
  Parashas Va’eira   5776 

Shabbos Mevorchim   •   שבת מברכים 

Rosh Chodesh Shevat is on Monday 
            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 286 

             
 

 

 
 

 
 

                Candle Lighting: 4:28  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:05   Gra: 9:41 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:29 

Chatzos: 12:03       Sh'kiah: 4:47 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:33 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:00  

                                                 (some say 6:15) 
 
 

 
                   Next Week: Bo 
              Candle Lighting: 4:35 

 B’Kitzur… A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

From the time the Sefer Torah is opened to make the Brachos, 

it is forbidden to speak at all, even words of Torah. Giving a 

Halachic ruling is forbidden unless it’s in order to prevent someone 

from doing a prohibition and it’s impossible to signal to him 

(Shulchan Aruch 146:2, Mishnah Brurah 146:4,5). Someone who 

speaks during Laining is guilty for serious transgressions including 

disgracing the Torah by ignoring the Laining, making a Chilul 

Hashem, potentially Lashon Hara, Rechilus or other forbidden 

speech, speaking mundane words in a Shul, and the punishments 

include having one’s Tefilah discarded, and it is a Aveirah that is 

too great to bear (Biur Halachah 146, s.v. VeHaNachon). Even 

between Aliyos it is forbidden to talk, but it is permissible to learn 

Torah. Yet, some emphasize not to learn with someone else 

between Aliyos because it may continue into Kriyas HaTorah 

(Mishnah Brurah 146:6,15). It is forbidden to talk during the 

Haftorah as well (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 79:4). 
 

            Shabbos Treasures  

Why do we have salt on the table when we have a 

Seudah? The Rama says (Orach Chaim 167:5) that the 

reason we have salt on the table when we eat is because 

today, when we don’t have a Beis HaMikdash, our tables 

are like a Mizbei’ach and our food is like a Korban. 

Since all Korbanos were offered with salt, we eat our 

bread with salt instead. The Mishnah Brurah explains 

(167:30,31) that when the Beis HaMikdash stood, the 

Mizbei’ach helped us attain forgiveness for our Aveiros. 

Nowadays though, our good deeds and eating help bring 

us this forgiveness. The reason eating brings forgiveness 

for Aveiros is because it gives us strength and more 

energy to serve Hashem better. The Mishnah Brurah also 

says (Mishnah Brurah 167:27) that salt also makes the 

food taste better. Having good tasting food gives honor 

to the Brachah that is said over it. The Rama adds 

(167:5) that having salt at the table provides protection 

from troubles and bad times! 

 

http://halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Brachot_HaTorah
http://halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Brachot_HaTorah
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berurah.146.4?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berurah.146.4?lang=he-en
http://halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Lashon_Hara
http://halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Tefillah
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berurah.146.6?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berurah.146.6?lang=he-en
http://www.sefaria.org/Kitzur_Shulchan_Aruch.79.4?lang=he-en


  
 

 

 Middos      

Rabban Gamliel had a wise servant named Tavi. One day 

Rabban Gamliel asked him to go to the marketplace and purchase 

for him some ‘very good food’. When Tavi got to the market he 

saw all types of food of varying colors and prices, and he finally 

decided to buy the tongue of a cow for Rabban Gamliel. When 

Rabban Gamliel saw the tongue, he said, “You have chosen well. 

Now, please go back to the market and buy for me a ‘very bad 

food’.” Tavi left again for the marketplace, and returned to    

Rabban Gamliel. He again presented him with the tongue of a cow. 

Rabban Gamliel questioned him, “Why have you brought the same 

type of food when I had asked you for a good food and a bad 

food?” Tavi explained, “The tongue can be the best of things or the 

worst of things. If a person uses his tongue for learning Torah and 

doing Mitzvos, then the tongue is a very good thing. But if he uses 

his tongue for Aveiros and Lashon Hara, then the tongue is a 

terrible thing!” (Vayikra Rabbah 33:1, Chiddushei HaRashash) 
 

Rabbi Noach Isaac Oelbaum, a Rav in Kew Gardens Hills, 

Queens, has a certain viewpoint when it comes to Davening, and that 

is: you have to enjoy the Davening from the very beginning until the 

end. If there were issues to deal with, he refused to accept “that’s the 

way it is” as an explanation. Rabbi Oelbaum would say, “If you’re 

coming home from Shul on Shabbos in a bad mood, feeling that the 

experience of Tefilah has been frustrating, rather than pleasant and 

uplifting, something is wrong.” Many years ago when his Shul was 

just a few years old, Rabbi Oelbaum wished to address the issue of 

talking during Davening, because he saw that it had become a habit, 

and he no longer felt comfortable with the way things were going. 

One Shabbos he rose to address his congregants, and announced that 

for the next coming Shabbos he was officially closing the Shul, and 

the Shul would be locked. He would reopen the Shul the following 

Shabbos, however, he told them that only those who were committed 

to not talk during Davening could attend. His Shul would be open 

only for those who were interested in following a different path of 

not talking in Shul. As the next Shabbos approached and the people 

realized that he was serious about closing the Shul, the Rav started to 

get phone calls. People said that closing their Shul was tough for 

them. They asked if they could borrow a Sefer Torah to make a 

private Minyan, so that they didn’t have to undergo the humiliation 

of having to Daven somewhere else and answer questions about why 

they were there. Rabbi Oelbaum refused. He said he wanted it to be 

serious, and for them to face difficult questions. That week Rabbi 

Oelbaum went to Boro Park for Shabbos. When the Shul reopened 

the next week, people thought there wouldn’t be enough people to 

make a Minyan, but many people came, including the regulars ready 

to begin anew! Rabbi Oelbaum said that a Rav needs to enjoy 

Davening in his own Shul, and he got encouragement for his efforts 

from Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l, who was fully supportive of his idea, 

and said that he wished all Rabbanim would do the same!  

 

 

  

ע"ה ריזא בת זלמן פינחס הכהןלע"נ:   

 

 

 

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  

For information, please send an email to: RabbiYehudaWinzelberg@gmail.com 

 

 בס"ד

       L’Maaseh… 

A Tale to Remember 

 The Siddur Speaks 
Rav Yechiel Spero once related an inspiring story that took place 

in the Otis Federal Penitentiary in upstate New York. For years, 

Sholom Rubashkin, who was convicted in a controversial trial, was 

serving his sentence in the prison. A special Sefer Torah had been 

written in honor of Mr. Rubashkin and permission was obtained for a 

group of slightly more than 10 Yidden to come into the federal prison 

with the Sefer Torah, and hold a Hachnosas Sefer Torah celebration 

for a few hours with Sholom Rubashkin. The group was told that the 

affair had to end exactly at 3:30 P.M., and all those visiting the 

prisoner had to leave at that time with their Sefer Torah. For a couple 

of hours, everyone, including Sholom Rubashkin, were dancing 

ecstatically, rejoicing over the new Sefer Torah, as if they were in 

Shul on Simchas Torah, and not in a prison. The guest of honor 

occasionally looked at his watch as he continued to dance, as though 

he was a Chossan at his own wedding. All of a sudden at 3:15 P.M., 

he called out for everyone to please stop dancing. The group called 

back that they had permission to dance until 3:30, and that was in 

another 15 minutes! R’ Sholom Rubashkin answered, “This is the 

first time in all of the years I have been incarcerated at the Otis 

Prison, that I have a Minyan of Frum Jews who could daven 

Minchah!” It was such a precious opportunity that he didn’t want to 

lose it, and he begged them to stop the dancing, as at 3:30 P.M. the 

prison officials would force them out, and who knew when he would 

again have a chance to daven with a Minyan. The dancing stopped 

and Sholom Rubashkin led the davening with tremendous Kavanah. 

As you can imagine, nobody talked during that special and 

unforgettable Minchah Minyan! Rabbi Spero said, “Perhaps the 

inspiration of that unique Minyan might inspire all of us not to take 

our Davening for granted, and to try and utilize the great potential it 

offers us to change our lives and those around us for the better!” 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rabbi Yissachar Frand once spoke about how a person must 

carefully 'budget his utterances’, that is, one must watch how 

many words he speaks. The Medrash HaGadol (Shemos 7:9) 

makes reference to a Pasuk in Amos (4:13): “For behold, He 

forms mountains and creates winds; He recounts to a person what 

is his conversation (Mah Seicho)...” The Medrash states that in 

this Pasuk, Amos is referring to the fact that when Hashem 

creates an individual, he decrees upon him how many 

conversations he will have in his life and how many words he 

will speak. The Neshamah is provided with an allotment of words 

before it comes down into this world! Once a person reaches his 

ration of words, his time is up. The Sefer Imrei Shammai explains 

that a person’s life span can thus be calibrated by the number of 

words it was decreed that he would speak in his lifetime. 

Therefore, someone who minimizes his idle conversation is in 

effect prolonging his life! Since no one wants to be ‘stingy’ with 

his words when he is teaching Torah or speaking in matters of 

learning, where is there a place to ‘cut down’ on where he is 

‘spending’ his words? Obviously, the place to economize is in 

regards to idle speech. Rabbi Frand said, “No good ever comes 

out of too much talking. This is axiomatic. The more one speaks, 

the more trouble he gets himself into. Now we have an incentive 

to keep quiet. If we viewed words the way we view dollars and 

realized that we have a limited number to ‘spend’, we would be a 

lot more judicious with the words that we use!” 

 


