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Rav Elysha Sandler Shlita shared a very 

powerful story: One time he had the opportunity to 

daven for the Amud on Yomim Noraim in a Minyan 

geared for beginners in Judaism. When they got up to 

Viduy of Yom Kippur, the people were told that they 

should actually say the viduy in English, and they 

could add any aveiros that they would like. Rabbi 

Sandler said that in all his years he never experienced 

a viduy that could compare to the one he witnessed on 

that Yom Kippur. The people were literally confessing 

their sins to Hakodosh Boruch Hu out loud, and they 

were crying unabashedly as they did so. So enormous 

was the feeling in the air that when they were told it 

was time to stop, one could literally feel the 

disappointment. The assembled had had a chance to 

talk personally to Hashem, and that was something 

beyond words.   

Last year, my esteemed cousin Rav Dov Elefant 

shared with me a beautiful perspective on Viduy: When 

two parties want to become closer to each other, the first 

step is for them to open up to one another. In a similar 

sense, the Avodah of Viduy on Yom Hakippurim is 

actually about allowing oneself to open up to Hashem 

Yisborach. 

As a mashal: When a boy and girl are dating, 

trying to see if they are appropriate for one another, the 

relationship moves to the next level only when they begin 

to communicate openly with one another. The talking, 

and specifically the opening up of the feelings, allows the 

relationship to move to the next level. Talking brings out 

all that is inside, and forges a kesher between the two of 

them. 

When it comes to the ultimate relationship, that 

of us and Hashem; viduy provides the opportunity for us 

to open up and create new levels of closeness. Starting 

with Tefilas Zakah and culminating in Neilah, the Yid 

spends a very intimate day talking to Hashem privately; 

being extremely open about the mistakes of the year, 

coupled with expressions of resolve to make the next year 

one that will truly be better in every sense. Once Yom 

Kippur ends, a Jew is able to feel that newfound closeness 

that only a Yom Kippur can bring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After hearing this beautiful idea from my cousin 

last year, I thought about the amazing divine providence 

in the masterful calendar which Hashem created for us. 

Succos followed by Shemini Atzeres is the time that is 

called Zman Simchaseinu. It is this time of year that is 

spoken about in our Tefilos in the words “Virutzisa 

Bunu” - You desired us. Not only that, but the Succah the 

Seforim compare Kaviyochul to Hashem’s embrace (as 

the two walls and the little bit more is likened to an arm 

and hand embracing us.) And then Shemini Atzeres is 

compared to the yichud (intimate unity) kaviyochul of 

Hashem and His children. In a sense, Succos and Shemini 

Atzeres enable us to reach the peak of closeness with 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu. 

How magnificent it is, then, that Hashem placed 

Yom Kippur as a prelude to Succos itself. Before we are 

able to come into that special Succah together with 

Hashem Yisborach we spend a day “talking things out.” 

We spend a day trying to see how we can improve this 

relationship manifold, and how we can focus more on our 

Kesher rather than being distracted by the fleeting and 

meaningless aspects of this world.  

After experiencing the glorious day and gift of 

Yom Hakippurim, we can now come into the Succah to 

celebrate our closeness, and appreciate that our lives are 

only about living together with Hashem. We can now 

come into the Succah not only with a sense of purity, but 

also with our priorities so much clearer. Only then are we 

able to experience the joy of this extraordinary time that 

culminates in the clutching of the Torah within our arms. 

What began with kissing the Torah on the eve of 

Yom Hakippurim to apologize for our lack of loyalty 

culminates with our complete embrace of Hashem and 

His Torah, celebrating a relationship that will never end 

and will only grow brighter for all eternity…BSD   

  

 

Divrei Torah and Mussar on the Yomim Tovim             
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