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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Mishpatim

PARSHAT MISHPATIM 5776

FEAR OF MAN VERSUS FEAR OF HASHEM 

In this week's parsha we find the law that if a person was caught stealing an object from another: "if

the theft shall be found in his possession, whether a live ox or donkey or sheep or goat, he shall pay

double" (Shemos 22:3). The penalty is not always double, if one stole an ox or sheep and then either

sold it or slaughtered it then he must pay four times the value for an ox and five times the value for

a sheep. What is interesting is that the requirement for double payment is limited to one who stole

stealthily, however if one forcefully takes an object from another then he need only return the object

with no penalty.

The question is why does one who stole stealthily need to pay a penalty of double while one who

forcefully stole need only return the object? The Gemara explains that one who stole stealthily has

demonstrated that he is afraid of fellow human beings but is not fearful of Hakadosh Baruch Hu

which is worse than the one who stole forcefully who is not afraid of either man or G-d. The fact is
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that being afraid of what others will say more than what Hashem sees is not limited to one who

steals stealthily, it applies to seemingly good and honest people. We find in the Gemara that when

Rabban  Yochanan  ben  Zakkai  was  on  his  deathbed  his  disciples  asked  him  for  a  blessing.  He

responded: "I bless you that your fear of Heaven will be as great as your fear of flesh and blood."

The disciples were taken aback - "that is all?" Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai responded: "yes, when

someone commits a sin he first wants to make sure that no one else sees him." We are speaking of

disciples who were among the greatest of the Tannaim such as R' Eliezer and R' Yehoshua. Even

people on that level needed the blessing that their fear of Heaven be as great as their fear of their

fellow human beings.

Quite often we find people convincing themselves that something is permitted or in their situation it

is fine "Hashem will understand, other people may not understand but He understands everything

and the reason I am not being stringent with this prohibition." It is a great mystery how a person can

take this responsibility upon himself, is he so sure that Hashem will understand? If Hashem does not

agree then he will be punished. Had he said that he fears G-d that would have been better. It is the

yetzer hara attempting to justify that "Hashem will understand" his behavior.

We are taught, however, that when exacting punishment for wrongdoing Hashem takes everything

into account. The Gemara cites a case of someone who committed an act which technically speaking

was not sinful yet it brought disgust to others. The Gemara explains that Hashem takes this into

account as well. The story is told of the wife of the Vilna Gaon who had a friend and they made a

pact between them that the one who leaves this world first will come to the other in a dream and

relate what is happening in the Heavens. The one who died first did in fact appear to her friend in a

dream and said that she was not at liberty to divulge all that takes place up there, but one thing she

will point out - there was a time when the two of them were walking fundraising for a charity and

they they saw another female acquaintance across the street to whom they waved. She said to her

friend in the dream - you see even that is remembered and taken into account. It is not clear to me

whether the waving was viewed positively or perhaps it was not sufficient and they should have

verbally greeted the other person perhaps even crossing the street. Whatever the case may be the

event is recorded.

There have been stories of people who went so far as to commit suicide out of shame.   The story is

told of a Bayit Vegan resident who although not a student of Yeshivat Kol Torah was accustomed to

davening there on Shabbos morning.  One Shabbos between Shacharis  and Musaf  he committed

suicide. Apparently people had been saying things about him and the shame was so great that he

took his own life. Whether or not the allegations against him were true is something I am not aware

of, but we do see the terrible effect of shame. Had he committed a crime he perhaps would have sat

in jail for a few years and then returned to normal life. The shame, however, was something which

he could not endure. Just imagine, a person cannot handle shame in this world which is only short-

lived,  perhaps after  a  period of  time people  would forget,  how much more so we too must be

concerned for possible shame in the Next World which is eternal. We find in the Gemara that the

righteous will get their reward and the evil will get their punishment, there is nothing they can do.

A person must work hard not only on not being envious of his fellow but should be concerned that

there will not be an affront to his dignity. We must not be concerned whether another person has

more than us in this world. What is important is what will become in the Next World.

Sometimes little things can be crucial. The Gemara teaches us that as reward for covering their

naked drunk father Noach, Shem was rewarded with the mitzvah of tzitzis, while Yefet was rewarded

that  his  descendants  would  receive  proper  burial  following  the  war  of  Gog uMagog.    What  an

incredible difference for the same act - Shem was rewarded with a mitzvah where he could merit life

in the Next World while Yefet was simply rewarded with burial. The difference was that Shem put

more heart into the mitzvah. We should apply our entire heart to fulfillment of mitzvoth.

The Gemara teaches us that Yoav, commander of the army of David Hamelech, waged war with

Edom and killed all the men. Why did he not destroy the women, after all Amalek descends from

Edom and we are commanded to kill their women as well? The Gemara explains that when faced with
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this question, Yoav responded "does it not say timche et zachar Amalek"?   This means the males

and not the females. Of course David explained that it does not say "zachar" but rather "zeicher" -

the remembrance, that there is no remnant of Amalek. It appears that Yoav was not taught to read

properly and he severely punished his teacher. Perhaps he did not teach him with a full heart.

Chazal teaches us that one hour of bliss in the Next World is worth more than all the life in this

world. That means that the smallest unit of time in this world is worth more than all the dollars,

sterling, food, and all the pleasures of this world. We cannot even imagine the great reward awaiting

us in the Next World. One who searches for leniencies is in fact cutting his own flesh. We must all

strive to find more opportunities to learn Torah and to perform mitzvoth in this world in order that

we will have earned a place in the Next World.
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