
FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

 

 

 

A Blessing On Your HeadA Blessing On Your HeadA Blessing On Your HeadA Blessing On Your Head    ☺☺☺☺    

This week’s Parsha finds Yaakov giving out brachos.  He blesses Menashe and Ephraim and he blesses his 

twelve sons before he passes away. The idea of parents blessing their children is very important.  We know that 

Tefila works in proportion to the feeling behind it. Therefore, no one is better suited to bless a person than 

those who truly want good for them - their parents.  

Rabbi Yaakov Emden z”l, among others, mentions that his father, 

the Chacham Tzvi, was in the practice of bentching him on Friday 

night and many people follow this custom. 

The standard verbiage of the blessing for boys was dictated by no 

less than Yaakov Avinu himself, who said that Jews will bless their 

sons to be like Ephraim and Menashe.   

One reason is that Ephraim and Menashe were Jews who were 

born and raised in a place foreign to the Torah way of life, and yet 

they maintained their holiness and spiritual integrity.   

There is another, beautiful reason, which can be seen from the 

blessing itself.  Not only was Ephraim placed before his older 

brother at the moment of their blessing from Yaakov, but 

Menashe heard that for all time, his younger brother would go 

first, and be greater than he.  And yet, he was not jealous.   

He knew that he would get the bracha that suited him and his own success would not be diminished by his 

brother’s.  Being able to get along and rejoice in the good fortune of others is indeed a bracha that we should 

all wish for ourselves and our children. 

 

The Parable: 

A homeless beggar used to sit on the sidewalk asking for handouts.  One day, a well-dressed 
benefactor handed him a small bowl with oriental designs on it and walked wordlessly away. 

Shrugging, the poor man began using the bowl to ask for alms and people would drop coins into it.  
Years later, a passerby recognized the bowl as a priceless artifact and the bowl sold at auction for a 
huge sum. 

When he heard the news, the beggar began to cry.  “Why aren’t you ecstatic?” asked the auctioneer, 
“You can now live comfortably for the rest of your days!” 

“I am happy about that,” replied the no-longer homeless man, “but I am crying for all the years I lost 
because I spent them begging for the pennies of others when I already held a treasure in my own 

hands.” 

 

The Lesson: 

We are not supposed to be anyone else.  We are 
invested by HaShem with certain proclivities, challenges, 
and abilities so that we become ourselves.  That is the 
treasure we wish to uncover; the greatness buried within 
ourselves. 
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The blessings of Yaakov to his children were not 
simply “wishes,” nor were they always 
complimentary. Instead, Yaakov’s final words to 
his children were intended to guide them in how to 
live so as to become successful. 

Reuven was admonished to watch out for his 
natural impetuousness and the anger of Shimon 
and Levi was cursed.  By controlling their natural 
inclinations, they would become successful. 

Others were praised for their good inclinations, and 
their actions praised and encouraged.  Yissachar 
was praised for his willingness to toil in Torah even 
when material success was easily attainable.  
Asher was praised for his willingness to be of 
service to others.  By highlighting these good traits, 
Yaakov encouraged them to continue. 

One blessing stands out not only for the son to whom it was 
given, but to all of us. Yehuda was blessed with “whiteness of 
teeth, from milk.” 

In the Gemara (Kesubos 111b) R’ Yochanan learns from this 
posuk that one who “whitens his teeth to his friend (i.e. smiles 
at him) is greater than giving him milk to drink (a nourishing, 
and at that time expensive, beverage.)” 

If we are looking for a secret to success in the blessings of 
Yaakov, we must all take this advice to heart.  By being 
cheerful and friendly to others, we are making the best 
possible investment in not only their success, but our own. 

        

NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU SEE IT DIFFERENTYOU SEE IT DIFFERENTYOU SEE IT DIFFERENTYOU SEE IT DIFFERENTLY:LY:LY:LY:    

When Yaakov “blessed” Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he actually gave them criticism.  When Yaakov “blessed” Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he actually gave them criticism.  When Yaakov “blessed” Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he actually gave them criticism.  When Yaakov “blessed” Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he actually gave them criticism.      

This teaches us that knowing one’s shortcomings is truly a blessing because it enables him or her to improve and This teaches us that knowing one’s shortcomings is truly a blessing because it enables him or her to improve and This teaches us that knowing one’s shortcomings is truly a blessing because it enables him or her to improve and This teaches us that knowing one’s shortcomings is truly a blessing because it enables him or her to improve and 
realize their potential.realize their potential.realize their potential.realize their potential.    

 

Three Little Words: 

      

We are all brothers (and sisters) 

A Gift for You! (ItA Gift for You! (ItA Gift for You! (ItA Gift for You! (It’’’’s a smile you can use right away)s a smile you can use right away)s a smile you can use right away)s a smile you can use right away) 

Want to sign up to get this 
Shabbos Table Talk each 

week?  E-mail us at 
DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

A working smile is important 

for good health. 


