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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 וישם לך שלום )ו:כו(
And establish peace for you (6:26) 

Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim of Baghdad, zt”l, finds the source for 
greeting another Jew with ‘Shalom’ in this Posuk. When one Jew 
meets another Jew he wants to bless him with Bircas Kohanim – 
the Priestly Blessings – but the Brachah is too long to recite to 
everyone he meets in the street, so instead, he stretches out his 
hand. There are fourteen joints in the hand corresponding to the 
first fourteen words in the Bircas Kohanim. Since there are fifteen 
words in Bircas Kohanim he verbally states the last word and he 
says “Shalom”. (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

The third phrase of Birchas Kohanim 

(7:26) begins with the blessing that 

Hashem should lift His countenance, i.e. 

show consideration and thereby ignore 

our misdeeds. The Gemara (Brachos 20b) 

relates a conversation between the 

Malachim and Hashem. The Malachim 

questioned, how can Hashem offer special 

consideration to Klal Yisroel (Devarim 

10:17)? Hashem answered that since Bnei 

Yisroel are stringent to recite Birkas 

HaMazon even on a smaller measure of 

food than necessary, they deserve 

favoritism. The Chasam Sofer explains 

that Birkas HaMazon is an expression of 

gratitude for that which we received. 

Therefore, when we recite it even over 

smaller amounts of food than that which 

the Torah dictates, we are expressing our 

gratitude for everything which we have 

and continue to get, including the small 

things in life. Hashem was replying that 

because Bnei Yisroel constantly recognize 

and express their gratitude for everything, 

even the smallest of things, they deserve 

that extra compassion from Him! 

 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 
 

 

 פרשת נשא תשע"ו
Parashas Naso   5776  Pirkei Avos 1 

            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 312 

             

 
 

 
 

 

 

                Candle Lighting: 8:12  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:35   Gra: 9:11 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:27 

Chatzos: 12:57       Sh'kiah: 8:30 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:21 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:43  

                                                 (some say 10:20) 
 
 

 
          Next Week: B’ha’alos’cha 
              Candle Lighting: 8:13 

The Pasuk says (Bereishis 2:2) “Vayishbos BaYom HaShevi’i”, Hashem rested from His work 

on the seventh day because everything was complete. Rav Eliyahu Dessler writes in Michtav 

MeEliyahu that we also must celebrate Shabbos this way. Like the Pasuk says (Yisro 20:9) 

“V’Asisa Kol Milachtecha”, during the six work days we should do all our work. Rashi cites the 

Mechilta which says that our attitude on Shabbos must be that we have totally completed all of our 

work and there is nothing left to do. Rav Dessler asks, how can this be? What about the business 

transactions that we were involved in that still need to be completed next week? He explains that 

when compared to the great Kedushah of Shabbos, any and all worldly matters are completely 

overshadowed. We have to look at the whole week as just a preparation for Shabbos, and the 

following Mashal helps demonstrate this. There were once two people sitting on a fishing boat. One 

of them was a sharply dressed business executive, and the other was a simple villager. While they 

were fishing, they began talking with each other. The villager commented to the businessman, “It 

seems like you are unable to relax. Where are you from?” The executive told him that he is from the 

big city and that he runs a very large business which keeps him busy all hours of the day, but now 

he came for a little quiet time to relax and to get away from the stress. The villager asked him, 

“Why do you work so hard?” The man answered that although he does not love his job or his hectic 

schedule, he is interested to make enough money so he can retire comfortably and spend more time 

fishing. He then asked the villager, “And what do you do for a living?” He answered, “I have been 

fishing for the past 25 years, and I have no worries. If I can offer you some advice, since you are 

here on the boat already to relax, why don’t you try to forget about your business for a little and 

enjoy yourself?” Rav Dessler teaches that the lesson we learn from this Mashal is that we should 

look at our whole week as only preparation for Shabbos. Everything we do should simply be 

preparation for the next Shabbos, and even if we are in the middle of large business deals, it 

shouldn’t matter. Once Shabbos arrives, we are ‘relaxing on the fishing boat’. Once Shabbos 

arrives, we must leave the hectic work week behind us, and try to enjoy Shabbos the most we can! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 
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 Middos       
The Gemara (Shabbos 31a) says that after a person passes away, he 

will be asked in Shamayim, “Tzipisa L’Yeshua”, if he waited for the 

Geulah, for the Redemption, with the arrival of Mashiach. Rav Dessler in 

Michtav MeEliyahu says that the word ‘Tzipisa’ does not mean to wait, as 

in anticipate. Its root is ‘Tzofeh’, which means standing outside, looking 

and waiting to see someone coming from far away. It is a very real and 

practical waiting. Rav Dessler cites a Mashal from the Alter of Kelm. If a 

person is very sick, R”L, and a doctor is expected to come see him, he 

waits anxiously for the doctor’s arrival. When there is a knock on the door, 

he excitedly prepares himself for the doctor to enter. If it turns out that it is 

someone other than the doctor, he does not give up his waiting. With the 

next knock at his door, again he is hopeful that it is his doctor coming to 

his aid. No matter how many false alarms there are, the patient never gives 

up, always sure the next knock will be from the one that will help him. 

This is how we must wait for Moshiach. We must be so sure he is coming 

very soon and never give up on his imminent arrival! 
 

The greatest commentator we have on virtually all areas of 

Torah is Rashi. His name is an acronym for Rabban Shel 

Yisroel, which means ‘The Rebbe for all of Klal Yisroel’. There 

is a story told about his mother while she was pregnant with 

Rashi. She was visiting the city of Worms, and happened to be 

walking down a narrow alleyway. Suddenly, a French knight 

on a horse turned down the alley she was on, and was galloping 

down the street and headed straight for her. There was no room 

for her to move to the side because the road was so narrow, and 

she couldn’t possibly get back to the beginning of the alleyway 

because of how fast the horse was running. Without any other 

choice, just as she was about to be trampled by the horse, she 

pressed herself against the stone wall of the alleyway, flattening 

herself as much as she could. Inexplicably, the stones slid 

inward and allowed her to make room for the knight to get past 

her, avoiding any harm! When it was safe again, she stepped 

back into the alleyway and saw how there was miraculously an 

impression that her body had left in the stone wall where she 

had pressed against. The wall remained indented like that for 

years to come! There is also a great story told about Rashi’s 

father, Rav Yitzchok, who was a dealer in precious stones. One 

time he was selling a particularly rare and precious gem. One of 

the king’s noblemen happened to notice it and told Rav 

Yitzchok that he would like to purchase it, as it was a perfect 

match of a gem in one of the king’s idols, and they had been 

searching for another such stone. The nobleman ordered Rav 

Yitzchok to pack it safely and travel with him to see the king 

and present it to him, and he would be paid very generously for 

the gem. Rav Yitzchok had no intention of selling his gem for 

use in idol worship, but he dared not refuse the nobleman, so he 

agreed to travel. For part of the trip they had to travel by boat, 

and Rav Yitzchok came up with a plan. He started talking to 

the other noblemen and passengers about the gem, and about 

how much the king would pay for it. He threw in comments 

like, “If you would only see it, you would appreciate how 

valuable it is!” Finally, the people’s curiosity was piqued 

enough, and they asked to see the gem. Rav Yitzchok refused, 

and said that if anything would happen to it, he would be 

devastated. However, the people said that nothing would 

happen. He allowed them to persuade him to show the gem to 

them, and with deliberate drama, he unwrapped the precious 

stone. As everyone was admiring the gem, Rav Yitzchok 

pretended to lose his balance when the boat started rocking, and 

he threw the precious stone into the water, pretending that it 

happened by accident! Immediately, he started crying and 

shouting that he lost his treasure, and carried on for the rest of 

the trip, blaming everyone for ‘making him’ show them, and 

now he would not be getting the promised fortune from the 

king. When he later stood in front of the king, Rav Yitzchok 

was still crying over his ‘loss’, and when the king saw how 

remorseful and upset Rav Yitzchok was, he dismissed him and 

sent him home! It has been said that because of the sacrifice 

Rav Yitzchok made by throwing his valuable gem into the 

water in order not to benefit Avodah Zarah, he was Bentched 

with a child like Rashi, who would illuminate the world with 

the light of Torah, and be the Rebbe for the entire Klal Yisroel!  
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 בס"ד

In the Tefilah of Ahavah Rabbah before Krias Shema, we say, 

“V’havieynu L’shalom Mei’arbah Kanfos Ha’aretz, V’soliychaynu 

Komemiyus L’artzaynu”, where we ask Hashem to bring us in peace 

from the four corners of the earth and lead us with upright pride to 

our land. The word Komemiyus, we will be brought upright, has 

several interpretations. Rabbi Baruch Halevy Epstein, zt”l, states 

that it means we should come back deserving to be in our homeland. 

It should not only be because of the generosity of Hashem.  

Rav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, explains that Komemiyus means 

having reached our potential. While we are living in foreign lands 

with foreign cultures and governments, we are not able to reach      

our full potential. It is only in Eretz Yisroel, where we will live 

under Hashem’s law of Torah and Mitzvos that our potential can    

be reached.  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Someone once asked the Chazon Ish regarding a Shidduch that was 

mentioned for his daughter. He wanted to know how to check if 

the boy was a Yiras Shamayim, if he had a fear of Heaven.  

The Chazon Ish responded,  

“The way to check if someone has Yiras Shamayim  

is to see how he Davens!” 
 

If the Kohein or Levi is in the middle of saying Pesukei D’Zimra and 

they are called up for an Aliyah, if there is no other Kohein or Levi in the 

Shul to go up instead of them, they may go up for their Aliyah, but they 

should not read along with the Baal Koreh. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:10) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
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       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

       L’Maaseh 
                 A Tale to Remember 


