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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS VAYEEGASH תשע"ז 

SILENCE IS MORE THAN GOLDEN – IT IS BUILDING A MIKDASH 

(Bereishis 45,14) Yosef cried on Binyamin’s necks and Binyamim cried on Yosef’s neck. The 

gemarrah in Megillah 16b explains why Binyamin is described with two necks and Yosef with 

only one. The neck symbolizes the Bais Hamikdash as the passuk says כמגדל דוד צוארך (Shir 

Hashirim 4,4). The neck connects the head to the rest of the body. So too, the Bais Hamikdash 

connects the heavens and the earth. So the real story is that Yosef was crying over the necks the 

two Bais Hamikdashos situated in Binyamin’s future inherited land, that we going to be 

destroyed. Likewise, Binyamin was crying over the Mishkan of Shiloh which was situated in the 

territory of Shevet Yosef which was also to be destroyed in the future. 

The Chasam Sofer writes that according to the Medrash we are now faced with a question. The 

Medrash says that Yosef revealed himself to brothers on the day of Shabbos (Bereishis Rabba 

92,4). For we find at the beginning of Parshas Meekaitz that Yosef ordered והכן that food 

preparations should be made for the Shevatim. This word is used concerning preparations for 

Shabbos והכינו   (Shmos 16,5). The Medrash learns from there that Yosef was Shomer Shabbos. 

Therefore how could he cry over the Churban when crying is forbidden unless they are tears of 

simcha (Orach Chaim 286, Taz 2)?  

One can answer that they were tears of joy. As Chazal tell us (Aicha Rabbasi 4,14) that Hashem 

poured out His anger on stones and wood thereby absolved Am Yisrael from the fate of utter 

destruction. Rav Dessler explains this concept by bringing proof from Moshe Rabbeinu’s decision 

to break the Luchos, upon which Hashem thanked him for, אשר שברת יישר ששברת (last Rashi in 

Chumash). When a השפעה, a heavenly flow, comes down into an earthly vessel, they both have 

to be compatible to each other. If it is not the case, then one of them has to be removed and 

replaced to make the shidduch between the two work. The Luchos which were carved out and 

engraved by Hashem fit the receiver Am Yisrael before the chait of the Aigel. Once Yisrael lost 

their lofty madraigah, the Luchos were incompatible with the designated vessel. Now the choice 

was either to remove Yisrael from the world or the Luchos. Moshe did not leave it up to Hashem 

but rather took the initiative and broke the Luchos thereby saving Am Yisrael’s existence. 

Hashem thanked Moshe for making that choice, for otherwise it could have meant their demise 

and extinction. 

So too, the Bais Hamikdash was a lofty presence in a very material world. When Am Yisrael were 

virtuous and on a high level, then the shidduch between the two was compatible. At the time of 

the Churban when the heavenly flow and the receiving vessel were not deserving of each other, 

one of them had to go and be replaced. Hashem made the choice to destroy the Bais Hamikdash 

and let Am Yisrael remain thereby enabling them to do teshuvah and rectify their spiritual 

failures so that once again they will merit being worthy vessels to receive a heavenly flow of 

immense spirituality.  
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When Chazal state that Yosef and Binyamim were crying over each other’s churban it meant 

they were crying tears of simcha in the realization that Hashem will spill his anger on the edifice 

of the Bais Hamikdash and not the vessel who were Klal Yisrael. That each one of them merited 

in helping Hashem make that decision of saving Yisrael from annihilation and not the Hashpaah 

of a great light descending upon earth. They were truly tears of simcha and definitely permitted 

on the Shabbos. 

Let us now examine how did Binyamin merit achieving aiding Hashem in His decision to leave 

Am Yisrael intact? In order to answer this we must first explain why did Binyamin merit in the 

first place to the building of the Bais Hamikdash in his portion. The Medrash Tanchuma at the 

end of Parshas Mikaitz states that when Yosef’s messengers found his goblet in the sack of 

Binyamin, his brothers became so infuriated at him that they began hitting him on his shoulders 

and called not only him a thief but also the son of a thief referring to his mother Rachel who 

stole Lavan’s idols. They continued to debase him by saying you have shamed your family and 

your father by such an evil act just as your mother shamed her husband. The Medrash says 

because of this, Binyamin merited to have the Bais Hamikdash built in the middle of his territory 

as the passuk says (Devarim 33,12) בין כתפיו שכן between his shoulders the Shechinah resides. 

The word כתפיו is an obvious reference to his being hit by his brothers between his shoulders. 

However, we still have to understand the midah keneged midah involved in this episode through 

which Binyamin merited to have the Bais Hamikdash built in Yerushalayim in his portion. It 

cannot be that mere unwarranted infliction alone can produce for one a merit of two Bais 

Hamikdashos that last for 830 years. The Shemen Rosh answers our query with a gemarrah in 

Chullin 89 which darshans the passuk תולה ארץ על בלימה that the earth is suspended on בלי מה 

nothingness. The gemarrah takes the word בלימה and explains that the earth is suspended from 

the power of someone who in the midst of a heated argument demonstrates the power to 

restrain his mouth פיו  בולם  from insulting and responding with a barrage of negative and 

revengeful words. This virtue of incredible self control that reaches such an extent, is so 

precious to Hashem that he merits the earth to remain sustained in mid space. Binyamin was 

beaten and insulted together with his mother. Yet his discipline of pulling the reins on a natural 

response granted merited him to sustain the earth. Since the formation of earth finds its source 

in the place of the Bais Hamikdash, his silence merited him with the dwelling of the Shechinah 

on the source of earth resting on his portion of Eretz Yisrael.  

Both Binyamin and the Bais Hamikdash possess an external body and a spiritual inside. The 

power of speech manifests the spiritual inside of Binyamin. As the passuk says, that when 

Hashem blew into Man neshama, he became a Nefesh Chaya which the Targum translates as a 

creation that speaks. Speech is a reflection of the soul. Parallel to this is the Bais Hamikdash 

which also has both a body an external edifice, and a spiritual inside. The spiritual inside is Am 

Yisrael for the passuk says ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם build for me a Mikdash and I will dwell in 

them. The external Bais Hamikdash’s existence depends upon Am Yisrael’s building of a Mikdash 

within their hearts. When the inner Mikdash has corroded and rotted, then the outer one will 
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follow suit. Just as man’s spiritual insides is the source of his speech, so too the spiritual inside of 

the Bais Hamikdash is speech.  

Furthermore, the Kodesh Hakadashim is called דביר from the lashon of dibbur. In the Kodesh 

Kodashim was the Aron which contained the Luchos the placed on the Even Shesiya the source 

of earth. Over the aron the dibbur of Hashem emanated. The aron contained the Aseres 

Hadibros the ten fundamentals of the Torah. Our Chazal tell us that the Torah, Hashem and 

Yisrael are one. Therefore we see that the soul of the Bais Hamikdash is Am Yisrael who embody 

the Luchos and the word of Hashem.  

Binyamin’s body was attacked and abused but he did not allow his neshama to express anger 

and his dibbur remained unblemished. In the manner that Binyamin merited to have the Bais 

Hamikdash built in his portion is the same way it was taken away from him and destroyed. He 

merited to the Bais Hamikdash by not allowing his neshamah and dibbur to be tainted even 

though he was being beaten physically and abused verbally.  Midah keneged Midah, even when 

he lost his merit and the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed, it was only the outside edifice, the 

stones and bricks, that was taken away. Its neshamah Am Yisrael, who are  one with the Aseres 

Hadibros, remained intact.  

Binaymin controlled his dibbur in the heat of a machlokes and thereby merited for the 

Shechinah to dwell by him. So too, if we control our dibbur we can merit to have the Shechinah 

dwell inside of us  לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכםועשו . The Fast of Asarah Betaivais is around the corner. 

Let us bring back דביר ביתך now! 

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil  


