
 

וירק את חניכיו ילידי ביתו שמנה עשר ושלש 

()יד:יד מאות  

And he armed his trained men, those born in his house, 

three hundred and eighteen (14:14) 

The gemara in Masechta Sukkah (31a) relates the 
following incident: An elderly lady came before Rav 
Nachman and proclaimed that the reish galusah and all 
of the Rabbis were sitting in a stolen sukkah, as the 
Sukkah belonged to her. Rav Nachman dismissed her 
comments, causing her to retort, “I am the daughter of 
a man who had 318 servants, and you pay no attention 
to me?” Rashi explains her mysterious comment based 
on our passuk. Avrohom Avinu had 318 servants, and 
she is his descendant. 
What is interesting here is her choice of attributes when 
recalling her ancestry. Avrohom Avinu was the paragon 
of chessed, the one who successfully passed the 
10 nisyonos, Ur Kasdim, Akeidas Yitzchak; the Rambam 
tells us that he had tens of thousands of talmidim, yet 
she lauds him for having 318 servants, as if that was his 
winning quality. 
There is a challenge in life that everyone faces on some 
level at some time; this is the challenge of despondency, 
the challenge of giving up, otherwise known as yiush. It 
may be in the arena of parnassah, perhaps in 
shidduchim, or in chinuch habonim. Sometime it is a 
communal problem and sometimes on a personal level. 
Some may feel that they can never move to a higher 
level in ruchniyus, and for some it may be relationship 
or health issues. There are areas in life that we simply 
give up the struggle and we resign ourselves to 
throwing in the towel. 
When Avrohom heard that his nephew Lot was 
captured, how did he respond? The passuk tells us that 
he gathered together 318 men to help. Rashi tells us 
that this is not true. He actually took with him only one 
person: Eliezer, as the gematria of Eliezer is 318. 
What does this mean? What is the Torah trying to teach 
us by hinting to Eliiezer through a gematria? 
Rav Tzadok HaKohen writes in his sefer Divrei Sofrim 
(16) that to try and capture Lot at that point would have 
been a losing proposition. The four kings had just 
defeated the five kings. Was there any chance that 
Avrohom with his little army would be able to rise 
above such power? At this point, most people would 

have just called it a day. With what strength did 
Avrohom Avinu use to overcome them? Rav Tazdok 
writes that the word YIUSH equals 317. Avrohom 
understood that in order to be victorious over yiush, he 
needed to come with 318. So he brought Eliezer with 
him, because Eliezer is 318. 
We find that the name Eliezer was Moshe’s choice 
when naming his son because  אלקי אבי בעזרי ויצילני

 this was the name that was chosen ;מחרב פרעה
because HaShem had saved Moshe from the sword of 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh swung a sword at Moshe’s neck 
trying to kill him, and at that moment, his neck turned 
to marble. Is there a moment of greater hopelessness 
than a sharp sword at the neck? But when there is an 
understanding of Eliezer, realizing that HaShem is the 
melech ozer u’moshia, then anything can be overcome, 
even the bleakest of situations. We 
overcome yiush when we know that HaShem is at our 
side. 
When we lift up our eyes to shamayim and we 
proclaim מאין יבוא עזרי- from where can my help 
come, we must keep in mind that the word me’ayin also 
means from nothing. At times we may feel like there is 
no hope whatsoever, no chance to succeed, absolutely 
nothing to hang hopes on. What does a yid do? He yells 
out, “Ezri mei’im HaShem oseh shomayim v’aretz”. The 
heavens and earth also came from nothing!!! If HaShem 
can make yeish m’ayin, HaShem can help me as 
well. Yiush is 317 but the secret of Eliezer is 318! 
The elderly lady was giving a deeper message to Rav 
Nachman. “If you think the wood is yours because I 
have given up hope on it, you should just know that I 
come from Avrohom Avinu. In our family, we never give 
up hope!” 
The entire existence of Klal Yisroel is miraculous. 
Naturally, none of us should be here today. Avrohom 
and Sarah had no chance at having children. The 
gemara in Yevamos tells us that Sarah had no womb; 
they did not even have a glimmer of hope. Yet, here we 
are. Fast forward more than 3700 years and Klal Yisroel 
have survived against all foes and odds. Our entire 
existence is one of Elokai avi b’ezri- rising 
above yiush because HaShem is at our side. 
Klal Yisroel is facing very scary times. Our enemies 
continually try to overcome us, not letting up. But as 
long as we remember that Ezri mei’im HaShem oseh 
shamayim v’aretz, we can overcome all adversity. 

 
Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל 
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