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the informing of the birth of Shimshon?
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a) This is the amount of Pesukim in this 
week’s Parshah

b) The amount of Pesukim in Tehilim 
Chapter 119

c) Maseches Bava Basra goes up to Daf 
176 (it actually has 175 Daf since it starts 
on Daf 2)

Riddle Answer

7

ולבני קהת לא נתן כי עבדת הקדש 
עלהם בכתף ישאו )ז:ט(

And to the sons of Kehas he did 
not give; since the sacred service 
was upon them, they carried on 
their shoulder (7:9)

Rashi1 explains that on the day that the Mishkan was 
dedicated, the Nesiim donated wagons and oxen for the 
Leviim to use in transporting it. Moshe apportioned the 
wagons among the Levi families of Gershon and Merari 
according to their need, but allotted no wagons to the 
family of Kehas, for they were charged with “safeguarding” 
the holiness of the Aron. This required that they carry it 
on their own shoulders, not on wagons pulled by animals.

The Gemara2 relates a discussion between Hashem 
and Dovid Hamelech. In Tehillim3, Dovid reflects on the 
time spent fleeing from his enemies. Those were dark 
times for him, but the Torah was like a song to gladden 
him. זמרות היו לי חקיך בבית מגורי- Your Torah/statutes were 
as songs to me in my dwelling of fear. Dovid refers to the 
Torah as zemiros, and Hashem warns him, “You call the 
Torah zemiros? The Torah requires the most intense 
concentration; even the blink of an eye can cause its loss, 
yet, you refer to it as a song? I promise that you will forget 
the most basic passuk that even young children know, 
instructing that the Aron be carried on one’s shoulders, 

“Bakasef yisa’u”. 

The Gemara then goes on to cite the story of Dovid 
and Uzza. Now that Dovid’s kingdom was firmly 
established, Dovid attempted to finally bring the Aron 
to Yerushalayim. They fashioned a brand new wagon for 
the journey. On the way, Uzza noticed that the Aron was 
slipping and reached out to grab it. Hashem was angered 
by this action, and Uzza died on the spot. Uzza should 
have known that if the Aron could carry those that carry 
it4 surely it could carry itself. Ultimately, Uzza’s death 
was the result of Dovid having forgotten that “Bakasef 
yisa’u”, the Aron needed to be carried on their shoulders 
and not in a wagon. Had Dovid remembered this passuk, 
none of this would have happened. 

The mefarshim wonder why Dovid was specifically 
punished by forgetting this particular passuk of “bakasef 

1  Avoda Zara 35a
2  Ibid.
3  119:54
4  See Yehoshua 4:18

yisa’u”, and 
not another 
passuk? The 
Maharsha 
explains that 
Dovid was 
punished 
midah 
kineged midah 
(measure for measure). Learning Torah in the manner of 
a song causes it to be swiftly forgotten. Therefore, calling 
Torah “a song” causes Dovid to forget a Torah law.  

Furthermore5, Rav Dovid Povarski explains that when 
it comes to the learning of Torah, mere knowledge does 
not suffice. One must accept upon himself the yoke of 
learning and the responsibility to learn; he must carry 
it on his shoulders - bakasef yisa’u. The foundation for 
one’s success and learning only comes through his 
effort and toil in learning. The effort and the Torah are 
intrinsically bound, inseparable from one another. 

I saw another explanation in the Yaaros Devash6 
that is extremely worthy of note. Rav Yonasan Eibeshitz 
zt’’l writes that Dovid lacked a certain insight into the 
loftiness of the Torah. In brief, he explains that two 
sorts of malachim serve Hashem on high. Those of the 
outer court serve through joy and song (shirah); those 
of the inner sanctum stand with reverence and awe. 
Dovid assumed that study of the Torah is analogous to 
service in the outer court; he therefore studies joyfully, 
using Torah to gladden his heart. This was his mistake. 
The Torah’s avodah reaches all the way into the inner 
sanctum. It demands not joy but reverence, not song but 
serious contemplation. The Aron as well is just like the 
avodah of the innermost malachim. Its avodah requires 
awe, not joy.

I found this explanation fascinating because at the 
core, I believe that if we would realise just how much we 
can accomplish from our learning, we would assign it a 
much higher value (each person on their own level). Of 
course we know that the Torah penetrates the highest 
heavens, but do we realize that it mamash goes “lifnai 
vilifnim”?

We stand now just days after Matan Torah. Let us 
be zocheh to carry the Torah in the manner of “bakasef 
yisa’u”. At the same time, we should appreciate just how 
valuable our Torah learning is to Hashem Yisborach.

5  As heard from Rav Nissan Kaplan shlita
6  2:1

T H I S  P A G E  I S  K I N D L Y  S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T H E  F E D E R A T I O N

1. The other longest places that have the 
number 176 is the longest , chapter 
in Tehillim, Chapter 119. It has each 
of the twenty-two letters of the Aleph-
Beis in eight pesukim, verses. The 
longest Mesechta is Bava Basra with 
176 dapim.

2. Parshas Nasso, the longest parsha, 
comes after Shavuos to demonstrate 
that coming out of Shavuos we put the 
love for Torah into practice by having 
longer and more Torah. This is why 
the Midrash Rabba on Parshas Nasso is 
so large, much more than other parshios. 
Also, the Zohar on Parshas Nasso is 
the large Idra Rabba. (See Chidushei 
HaRim in Sefer Hazechus)

3. We also read Parshas Nasso during the 
eight days of Chanuka. Some also have 
the minhag, custom, to read from it the 
first twelve days of the month of Nissan. 
The reading here is the korbonos, 
sacrifices, brought by the Nesiyim, 
leaders, during the inauguration of 
the Mishkan. 

4. The Abarbanel explains that really 
the order of the tribe of Levi from 
most important to least was Kehas, 
Gershon and Merari, as seen by 
which parts of the Mishkan, that 
they were allocated to carry when 
travelling. Gershon was the oldest and 
in order to placate him not being given 
the most important job, he instead was 
made to start the new parsha, Parshas 
Nasso.

5. Purity enables closeness 
to Hashem while tuma, impurity, acts as 
a separation to make Hashem distance 
Himself from us. In order to ensure 
that Hashem remains close to the 
Jewish Nation and is not penalised by 
individuals, people who were in impure 
states were told to leave the camp, 
ensuring that the Shechina, Divine 
Presence, remained with the rest of the 
people.

6. The connection is that Parshas 
Nasso contains in it the parsha of nazir, 
the nazarite, while the haftora deals 
with the informing the parents of 
Shimshon that he would be a nazir.

 ANSWERSIf you would like to receive a weekly dvar torah on the parsha and yomim tovim, please email  appel.mordechai@gmail.com  with “ADD ME” in the subject.


