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Welcome to all of our new 

subscribers!  Boruch 

Hashem, the list keeps on 

growing as we reach the 

end of our seventh year of 

publication. 

The z’man began this week 

in our new beis medrash. 

Much hanks to all those 

who gave generously to 

help furnish the beis 

medrash!  May Hashem 

bless you with beracha in 

every aspect of your lives!  

There are still a few pieces 

of furniture and seforim 

that are desperately 

needed. Dedication 

opportunities are available. 

For further details, please 

contacts us at: 

info@torahkollel.com 

 

See our latest production 

on our [new] website! 

 

www.torahkollel.com 

- Rabbi 
Dovid Le

win 

HEARING IS BELIEVINGHEARING IS BELIEVINGHEARING IS BELIEVING   

  The posuk testifies that Noach only entered the teivah when the flood waters began to 

rise. Chazal criticize Noach was  for being mi'katnei ha'emunah - having a low level of belief. 

They suggest that had Noach really believed, he would have entered before he saw the 

flood waters. 

 This, is actually hard to believe. Noach had just spent the last 120 years constructing 

the ark that the Ribono shel Olam commanded him to build. This is quite an investment of 

time and energy. How could it be that Noach didn't believe Hashem was actually going to 

bring a flood until he saw it with his own eyes? 

 HaRav Yeruchem Levovitz zt"l explains that Noach never doubted that Hashem 

would bring a flood, but he didn't accept it as a reality until he saw the flood waters.  On his 

level, wheb Noach heard Hashem promise to make a flood, it should have been as real as if 

the rain water had already hit the ground. Although ultimately he believed what Hakafos 

Boruch Hu had told him, actually seeing the waters solidified his belief. It shouldn't 

have.  Reb Yeruchem gives a mashal of a person who was promised a large amount of 

money by someone he can rely on one hundred percent. He knows the person has the 

money and completely trusts that he will give it to him.  Yet, it is only when the money 

reaches his hands that he will truly feel that he has it. Until that point, he feels that he 

doesn't have it yet. 

 This is fine when it comes to putting our faith in our friends and family.  However, 

when it comes to the Ribono shel Olam, ideally, we should trust Him so much that when He 

promises something, we consider it done to the point that when it actually happens, we don’t 

feel any different about it. 

 While this ideal might seem farfetched for us and the fact that Chazal criticize Noach’s 

level of emunah for it, a bit disheartening, there is a lesson here for all of us.  Indeed, 

Hashem judges each of us according to the level we are at, and we shouldn’t measure our 

faith in Hakadosh Boruch Hu against that of Noach, as our success falls well below his level 

of failure.  Nevertheless, perhaps we should strive to strengthen our emunah and transform 

it from theoretical to more of a reality. 

ז“ ת ש ע           נ חפ ר ש ת              



 

   

NONNONNON———JEWS KEEPING SHABBOSJEWS KEEPING SHABBOSJEWS KEEPING SHABBOS   

 

 

 After the mabul, Hakadosh Boruch Hu ordered Noach and his descendants to work every single day, 

all week long. From this, the gemara (Sanhedrin 58b) infers that a non-Jew is prohibited from keeping 

Shabbos.  The medrash compares one who violates this prohibition as disturbing the privacy of an intimate 

conversation between a king and his queen. After all, the Torah calls shabbos something that is "between 

Me (Hashem) and B'nei Yisroel".  The gemara adds that even if a non-Jew designates another day of the 

week as a day of rest, he is liable, because, explain the Rishonim, he has stolen that which belongs uniquely 

to k'lal Yisroel. (Rashi, Yad Ramah). 

    The Meiri disagrees with this approach and understands the nature of the prohibition as rooted in that 

which he gives the false impression that he is part of our nation. According to the Rambam however, the 

prohibition stems from inventing a new religion. As such, a non-Jew who is on his way to converting to 

Judaism would not be permitted to keep Shabbos in the interim (see Teshuvos v'Hanhagos). Once he 

undergoes bris milah however, he is permitted to keep Shabbos, for although he is not Jewish until he 

immerses in a mikva, he has already separated himself from the rest of the non-Jewish world (shu"t Binyan 

Tzion), and is "somewhat like a Jew" (Chasam Sofer), especially since he is unlikely to change his mind after 

demonstrating his desire to convert (by undergoing circumcision). (Achronim. See also Tosfos Yeshanim to 

Yevamos 48b.) 

 Accordingly, we can understand how Avraham Avinu kept Shabbos, even if we were to maintain that 

he had the status of a ben Noach.  The Panim Yafos however offers a different answer to this question (first 

posed by the Mishna l'Melech): as indicated by our posuk (yom v'lailah lo yishbosu), a non-Jew must work 

day and, then night. Our Shabbos is observed from the onset of night until the conclusion of the following 

day. Avraham kept Shabbos from Friday night until Shabbos afternoon, and since a non-Jew is only 

prohibited from observing a day or rest followed by a night of rest, he didn't transgress this prohibition. (One 

could however argue that after matan Torah day became defined as beginning at sunset - even for non-

Jews - and this leniency would therefore no longer apply.) 
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