
 

 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

  גוט שבת
ms  

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Dedications are now available in the 
forthcoming book of divrei Torah.  Please email 

for details. 
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ִאם ַעל־ּתֹוָדה ַיְקִריֶבּנּו      [7:12]   

 
 

 

 

If he is bringing it as a thanksgiving offering… 
A korban todah (thanksgiving offering) comes within the general category of a 
korban shelomim (peace offering).  And yet the korban todah has two specific 
halochos (laws) that distinguish it from all other shelomim offerings.  First, a 
shelomim can be eaten on the day it is brought and the next day, whereas a todah 
must be eaten by no later than the morning after it was brought.  Secondly, with a 
korban todah a person had to bring a total of forty breads of various types.  There 
was no such adjunct to a korban shelomim.  What is the reason for these special 
halochos?  Rav Shimshon Pincus answers that a korban todah is brought as an 
obligatory korban for someone who has successfully endured a difficult ordeal such 
as an illness, incarceration or a difficult journey.  The korban todah is actually his 
se’udas hodo’o, a celebratory meal the purpose of which is to thank Hashem.  Saying 
thank you to Hashem must be a very public event in order to create a kiddush 
Hashem (sanctification of Hashem’s name) and to inspire others.  This is not 
something to be done quietly.  To insure that many people are invited to the se’udas 
hodo’o, Hashem requires the unique combination of an abundance of food and a 
strictly limited time within which to consume it.  It is not permitted to save any meat 
even for the next day, so it will be important to invite many people to enjoy it.  Bread 
and matzos are also in plentiful supply to complete the party.  When all these people 
get together to partake in this grand feast, then the proper forum is generated in 
which to thank Hashem for His bountiful kindness. 
 

Command Aharon and his sons, saying… 

The inclusion of the word leimor implies that the matter being stated is to be repeated to others.  However, the command 

being imparted to Aharon and his sons relates to the avodah (Temple procedure) for the korbonos (offerings).  In those 

circumstances, it is unclear to whom this command should be passed on, as the initial recipients were the full complement 

of kohanim and thus the only people directly implicated.  The sefer Lechem Abirim provides an explanation, drawing on an 

important idea promoted by the Kedushas Yom Tov.  He says that when there is no Beis HaMikdash a person’s learning about 

the various korbanos is considered as if the person had actually brought that korban.  However, this only takes effect if the 

person truly yearns to bring the korban and learns about it with all the seriousness and passion of performing its avodah.  

This can be deduced by a careful interpretation of the continuation of the possuk: zos toras ho’oloh hi ho’oloh – when … page 2 

צו פרשת    
 ה'תשע''ו

 

 ַצו ֶאת־ַאֲהֹרן ְוֶאת־ָּבָניו ֵלאֹמר      [6:2]
 

 



 

Aharon and his sons did all the things… 

The last possuk of this week’s parshah follows on immediately 

from mention of the shivas yemei hamilu’im (the seven days 

of inaugurating the Mishkan), which included strict 

instruction to Aharon and his sons.  In his commentary, Rashi 

says, "This is to recount their praise; that they did not turn 

right or left”.  Why does Rashi use this expression of not 

turning right or left, instead of saying that Aharon and his sons 

did as they were instructed?  The Chido (Rav Chayim Yosef 

Dovid Azoulay) explains that at the beginning of the shivas 

yemei hamilu’im, Aharon and his sons were all fully attired in 

the bigdei kehuno (priestly garments) and ceremonially 

anointed with the shemen hamishcho (anointing oil).  They 

would all have been excited to perform the holy avodoh 

(service in the Mishkan).  However, they were then informed 

that their turn had not yet come. For the purposes of this 

inaugural period, Moshe Rabbeinu alone was the one to 

execute all of the avodoh, throughout these seven days.  On 

the other hand, Aharon and his sons were also clearly 

instructed not to leave the precincts of the Mishkan at any 

time during this process.  It is to this, says the Chido, that Rashi 

is alluding.  Aharon and his sons did not ‘turn right’ into the 

Mishkan to perform the avodoh that they must have been so 

anxious to do.  Nor did they ‘turn left’, to go outside of the 

Mishkan and return home.  Instead, they sat patiently as 

commanded and constrained all their emotions.  They were 

clearly deserving of praise. 

 

… is the Torah or the learning of the halochos of an 
oloh to be considered equivalent to a korban oloh 
itself?  Al mokdo – when it is engulfed in the 
passionate flames within your heart for limmud 
(learning) HaTorah, specifically yearning for the day 
when the mizbei'ach (altar) will once again be 
operational (may it be speedily in our days).  When 
does this take place?  Kol ha’lailo - during the entire 
dark night of golus (exile) when we have no Beis 
HaMikdash r’l.  Ad ha’boker – until the morning 
when the sun of the ge’ulo (redemption) rises once 
again.  Ve'eish ha’mizbei'ach tukad bo and then the 
physical fire of the mizbei'ach will be ablaze once 
again.  This elucidation of the possuk, says the 
Lechem Abirim provides the key to answering our 
question.  The commandment of the avodah during 
the times of the Mishkan and Beis HaMikdash was 
only intended for Aharon and his priestly progeny, 
but the Torah is enduringly relevant and this possuk 
is transmitting the avodah to each and every 
member of Klal Yisroel during the long dark golus.  
Therefore, Aharon is commanded with the 
additional word leimor, meaning that he should 
relay this important lesson to us all.  This is a timely 
reminder that the parshios in Sefer Vayikro have 
resonating messages for the whole of Klal Yisroel, 
despite their ostensible relevance primarily to the 
kohanim. 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Ve’ha’bossor asher yiga bechol tomei lo 

yei'ochel – the meat of a korban that touches 

anything tomei (ritually unclean) may not be 

eaten.  The Kotzker Rebbe was once asked why, 

if something tomei touches something that is 

tohor (ritually pure), does the tohor item become 

tomei and not vice versa?  The Rebbe answers, in 

his characteristically pithy style, that when 

something is tomei we know for sure that it has 

this status.  However, something that we 

consider tohor, only means that we do not 

know that it became tomei.  Can anyone 

really vouch, with the necessary 

degree of certainty, that 

something is truly 

100% pure? 

 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

ַוַּיַעׂש ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו ֵאת ָּכל־ַהְּדָבִרים   [8:36]  

 
 


