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Electrical Appliances 
 

 Use of electric appliances may cause forbidden electrical changes. 

 

Is it permissible to remove ice from a freezer’s automatic ice maker? 

Removing ice from the ice maker will cause the ice-making machine to become activated 

and form additional ice. It is therefore forbidden to remove ice unless something is placed 

in the ice maker to take the place of the removed ice, thereby preventing the machine from 

turning on. Alternatively, the ice machine should be turned to the “Off” position prior to 

Shabbos and ice may then be freely removed on Shabbos. 

 

What preparation must be done before Shabbos to enable the use of a 

refrigerator/freezer on Shabbos?  

Many refrigerators and freezers are equipped with electrical or digital sensors that are 

activated when the refrigerator door is opened in addition to the interior bulb being turned 

on. In these types of appliances, removal of the interior bulb does not suffice to allow the 

door to opened/closed on Shabbos. Rather, a “Shabbos Switch” or similar device that 

places the appliance in “closed” mode even when the door is opened must be utilized and 

placed in its proper position prior to Shabbos.  

 

If the refrigerator light was not turned off before Shabbos, is one permitted to ask a 

non-Jew to open the refrigerator?  

It is permissible to ask a non-Jew directly to open the refrigerator for Shabbos needs, since 

the non-Jew would be doing melocha only indirectly.  However, one may not specifically 

ask the non-Jew to remove the bulb or activate the Shabbos switch, since both of these 

actions would cause the non-Jew to perform melocha directly; one may, however, hint 

these actions. Alternatively, if the light was not discovered until the refrigerator was 

opened, one may keep the door in a slightly opened position for the duration of Shabbos.  

 

Is it permissible to fill a pitcher with water from a water cooler?  

The use of water coolers on Shabbos in general is questionable. Additionally it is likely 

that dispensing a large amount of water at one time will cause the cooling mechanism to 

be immediately activated since a large amount of un-cooled water enters the machine at 

once. Therefore, the pitcher should either be filled before Shabbos, or on Shabbos when 

it can be discerned that the cooling mechanism is active. 
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