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Parshas Devarim 

 A Time of Connection to Hashem ;בין המצרים

 

The רמ"א in his sefer תורת העולה relates a 

fascinating story. The famous philosopher Plato 

one time went to visit Yerushalayim. While 

there, he encountered Yermiyahu Hanavi who 

was crying over the חורבן הבית. Plato 

approached him and said, “I am surprised at 

your conduct; why would an intelligent man 

such as you be so heartbroken over wood and 

stones?  Furthermore, let bygones be bygones; 

why do you insist on mourning over the past? 

Get over it.” 

Yirmiyahu replied, “In regards to your first 

question I can respond. But as far as your 

second question is concerned I cannot give you 

an answer for there is no way a gentile could 

understand it.  

“To answer your first question; you are a great 

philosopher, yet, I am sure that you have many 

question for which you do not have answers.” 

Plato replied that indeed he did have many 

unanswered questions; he began to list them to 

Yermiyahu and the great prophet answered 

them one by one. In conclusion Yirmiyahu 

said, “All of my wisdom came from this Beis 

Hamikdash; it is for this reason that I mourn 

over wood and stones.” 

This is where the story ends. It leaves us 

hanging; why is it that we insist on mourning 

over the past? Why is it that an intelligent 

gentile is incapable of comprehending this?  

To understand this let us probe a little deeper 

into what the Beis Hamikdash stood for. 

Reb Dessler מכתב מאליהו ח"ב pg. 46 explains: the posuk 

says that Hashem requested that we build a 

Mikdash ושכנתי בתוכם, “And I will dwell 

amongst you”. Chazal comment that it doesn’t 

say that Hashem will dwell in IT, rather He will 

dwell inside each and every one of us. There is 

a spark of Kedusha, a keen awareness of 

Hashem’s presence, inside the heart of every 

one of us. This is our individual Beis 

Hamikdash. When Klal Yisrael as a whole have 

this spark alive, we merit the physical Beis 

Hamikdash. When a person sins, it does not 

extinguish the flame in his heart; but it does 

erect an iron curtain between us and our 

personal Beis Hamikdash. When Klal Yisrael 

as a whole are disconnected from their inner 

flame we lose the physical Beis Hamikdash. 

This beautiful explanation gives perspective to 

the story we began with. We are not mourning 

over a mere building that we lost years back; 

we are grieving over our current situation of 

our personal disconnection with Hashem.  

As Yidden, we all have experienced moments 

of inspiration where we were able to sense our 

personal Beis Hamikdash, thus we can 

comprehend the reason we must continue to 

grieve. A goy lacks this internal Divine 

connection. By them Hashem is an abstract 

idea. It is impossible for such a person to 
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appreciate what we have lost with the 

destruction of the Beis Hamikdash. 

When the meraglim gave their gloomy report, it 

caused Klal Yisrael to cry from despair. Being 

that Hashem takes care of us, their cry was 

unjustified. Hashem declared, “You cried for 

no reason, I will establish for you crying for 

generations”. How are we to understand this 

statement? It sounds almost sinister; as if He 

was saying, ‘I will give you a reason to cry’. 

We know that Hashem does not work this way; 

He is the source of good. How are we to 

understand this statement? 

Reb Dessler, based on the above essay explains 

it beautifully. Crying comes from deep inner 

emotions. When they cried unjustifiably, it 

came from a deep emotion that was lacking 

Bitachon. This deficiency needs to be 

remedied. The only way to fix it up is with 

proper tears that come from within the deep 

recesses of the heart. When we cry over galus, 

bemoaning our distance from Hashem, this 

helps to bridge the gap. This is why Hashem 

had to establish for them a reason to cry. 

Many צרות befell us on this day of תשעה באב, 

amongst them; the destruction of the first and 

second Batei Mikdash, the English expulsion, 

the Spanish expulsion as well World War One. 

A great Historian once said, ‘If King Ferdinand 

would have realized how much emunah he was 

engraining into our hearts by expelling us on 

this day, he never would have done it. This is 

how Klal Yisrael responds to צרות; we 

contemplate how they all come about because 

we are distant from Hashem. 

When I was a bachur I recall that there were 

sometimes Bachurim in the Beis Medrash who 

were standing by the windows looking out at 

the basketball courts. At that time there was a 

saying, “It is better to be outside enviously 

looking in than to be in the Beis Medrash and 

looking out.” When you yearn for something, 

you are more connected to it then when you 

actually have it, yet don’t appreciate it. 

Now that we no longer have the Beis 

Hamikdash, when we yearn for it and grieve 

over its loss we are like the bachur looking into 

the Beis Medrash. Our yearning itself connects 

us to the Beis Hamikdash and breaks down the 

barrier between us and our personal Beis 

Hamikdash. This is the power of properly 

mourning over the Beis Hakmidash. 

Chazal say that anyone who mourns over 

Yerushalayim merits and sees its salvation. It 

doesn’t say that he WILL see, it says that he 

sees it. Reb Dessler explains that mourning 

breaks down the barriers between us and our 

personal Beis Hamikdash, thus one who 

mourns properly merits to experience the 

salvation of his personal Beis Hamikdash. It is 

for this reason that hours after תשעה באב we no 

longer mourn; it is because we have already 

merited the salvation. 

Chazal point out that תשכה באב is referred to as 

a moed. How are we to understand this? Reb 

Gifter explains that the word moed connotes a 

time of special connection to Hashem.  תשעה

 is indeed a moed; it contains the potential באב

to forge a great relationship between us and 

Hashem. Along these lines Reb Yisrael 

Salanter says that the spiritual growth possible 

on תשעה באב is greater than that of Yom Kippur. 

Let us utilize this special time of year to break 

down the barrier between us and our inner Beis 

Hamikdash truly connecting to Hashem. 

 


