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Is it permissible to carry an item from one’s home into a hallway or yard that is shared with a 

tenant? 

It is forbidden to carry an item from one’s home into shared property or into a neighbor’s backyard, 

unless an eruv chatzeiros was made prior to Shabbos 

Specifically in the case of an area shared by an owner and tenant: According to many Poskim it is 

forbidden to carry an item from one’s home into property shared with a tenant, or into the tenant’s 

apartment itself, unless an eruv chatzeiros was made prior to Shabbos. According to Rav Moshe 

Feinstein, the renter’s apartment is considered the property of the landlord since the appliances found 

in the rental apartment are owned by the landlord. The apartments of both the landlord and the tenant 

are therefore considered as one apartment, and carrying between the two is permitted. Following this 

p’sak, it is preferable to make a eruv chatzeiros without reciting a Bracha.  

What is the proper procedure if a person is walking in an area not enclosed in an Eruv and 

realizes that he is carrying something? 

 

Scenario One: If one has not stopped since he left a private domain 
The person should return to where he came from without pausing, or if not possible to return to the 

original location, he may return to any private domain. 

 

Scenario Two: If one has stopped since he left a private domain, however has not stopped after 

the discovery 

The item should be dropped in an unusual manner while the person continues walking 
uninterruptedly.1  

 

Scenario Three: The person stopped walking after the discovery  
The person should remain at a standstill and not resume walking.  He should then put the item down 

in the place where he stopped.  

 

If the carried item is too valuable and cannot be left unattended, the person should remain near the 

item to watch over it until after Shabbos, or he may ask another person to do so in his stead. If that is 

not possible, it is permissible to ask a non-Jew to carry the item home only if the area is not a Reshus 

Harabim M’Doraisa. 

                                                           
1 Ideally, the person should continue walking and put the item down on a fire hydrant or parking meter in 

one fluid motion without ceasing to walk. These are examples of a  מקום פטור– Exempt Areas – which are 
considered neutral domains. Other examples include a mailbox on a post and a traffic sign. Placing the item 

on an Exempt Area is permitted and is not considered הוצאה מרשות לרשות (carrying from domain to another). 
The surface area of Exempt Areas must be less than 4 tefachim.  The item should be placed in a manner 
where it will rest at least momentarily and not immediately roll off.  In most cases, the use of Exempt Areas 
is not practical. 
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