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ולקחת סלת ואפית אתה שתים “ 24:5

עשרה חלות שני עשרונים יהיה החלה 

 ”האחת

ושמת אותם שתים מערכות שש המערכת על “ 24:6

 ”השלחן הטהר לפני ד'

“You shall take the fine flour and bake it into 

twelve loaves, each loaf shall be two tenths of an 

Eiphah.  You shall place them in two stacks, six in 

each stack, upon the Shulchan Hatahor, the pure 

table, before Hashem.”  The first Posuk tells us that 

there needs to be a total of twelve Lechem 

Hapanim.  The next Posuk tells us that we should 

divide the loaves into two stacks, six loaves in each.  

Why did the Torah need to explicitly state that 

there were six in each pile, instead of just saying 

that the (twelve) loaves were divided into two 

equal piles?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

ושמת אותם שתים מערכות “ 24:6 באר משה 

 Why did the Posuk need to say that – ”שש המערכת

there were six loaves of bread in each pile, instead 

of just saying that the twelve loaves were split in 

half, and we would know that there were six in 

each?  The Torah specifically told us that the stacks 

had six loaves to be Meramez to the Torah Shebal 

Peh, as it says in the Zohar 3:253b – that “six” is 

Meramez to the Torah Shebal Peh and to Kabolas 

Ol Malchus Shomayim, for the Posuk of  שמע ישראל

אחד' אלקינו ד' ד  is six words. The letter ו' , which 

represents the number 6, is a Remez to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, the Torah and Klal Yisroel.  The letter ו'  

can be spelled in one of three ways. ו', ו'  is the 

Gematria of twelve, representing the twelve 

Shevatim from which Klal Yisroel is comprised of.  

'ו', א', ו , which the Gematria of this spelling is 

thirteen which represents Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

Who is One, אחד, which is also the Gematria of 

thirteen.  ו', י', ו'  is the Gematria of twenty two, 

which is a Remez to the Torah Hakdosha, which is 

comprised of the twenty two letters of the Aleph 

Bais.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – ”ולקחת סלת“ 24:5 – 

The bread that is arranged on the Shulchan in the 

Mikdash is the bread of Jewish national prosperity.  

The material, shape, preparation, and presentation 

of the loaves signify that brotherhood is the basic 

requirement for the prosperity of Klal Yisroel.  The 

Posuk could have said, “ ואפית שתים עשרה חלות

  ”.ולקחת סלת ואפית אתה“ ,but instead said – ”סולת

The Posuk is telling us that you shall take the flour, 

one unified mass, and take “אתה” – that unified 

mass, and split it into twelve loaves, corresponding 

to the twelve Shevatim.  This symbolizes that the 

national prosperity comes from their being a 

unified mass.  Since the loaves are made from the 

same material, they are alike in quality, and it is 

evident from the end of the Posuk that they are 

also equal in quantity.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  שני עשרונים “ 24:5 – 

 The shape of each of the – ”יהיה החלה האחת

loaves is “ וצהכמין תיבה פר ” – A flat surface with 

two upright sides.  This shape offers support of the 

loaf immediately above it, as much space (or nearly 

as much space) as it occupies with its own base.  

Thus, the quantity of material contained in each 

loaf is consistent with its shape; its measure is 

twice the needs of one person.  Each of the loaves 

are given the same amount of attention, but 

solidifies only when paired with another; one with 

the other and for the other.  These loaves 

represent the Shevatim, and teach us how they 

must all work together, and all care about each 

other as if they are one.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  על השלחן “ 24:6  - 

 The Shulchan represents material – ”הטהר

prosperity, while the Menorah represents spiritual 

prosperity.  There is one quality that is 

fundamental to both of these, and that is the 

quality of “טהרה”, which refers to moral purity.  

Without moral purity there can be no spiritual 

flowering and no thriving prosperity.   

והיתה לאהרן “ 24:9 – שפתי כהן על התורה  

 The Torah already told us in Parshas – ”ובניו

Terumah that the Kohanim were the ones who 
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received the Lechem Hapanim.  The Mishmar 

entering received six, while the Mishmar exiting 

received the other six.  The Torah is stressing that it 

was specifically given to the Kohanim for they 

needed to defeat the Yetzer Hara, and be 

completely Kodosh so that they be able to serve in 

the Mikdash.  The Gematria of, “לחם פנים” in its 

full form, is the same Gematria as, “ מבריח יצר הרע

 with the four words, meaning that the Koach ”היה

of the Lechem Hapanim helped chase away the 

Yetzer Hara.   

ם"מלבי  שתים מערכות שש “ 24:6 – 

 There shall be two stacks and six loaves – ”המערכת

in each stack.  The Torah needed to explicitly state 

that there were six loaves in a stack, for otherwise 

we could have thought that there could have been 

eight in one stack and four in the other, or other 

variations, as long as the total amount of loaves is 

twelve.  Had the Posuk only said there needs to be 

a total of twelve loaves, we may have thought that 

there could be three stacks of four, or something of 

the sort, as long as it totals twelve.  Therefore the 

Posuk needed to be specific, that there needed to 

be twelve loaves, broken up into two stacks of six 

loaves each.   

 Parshas Emor – Sefirah – The – מאור ושמש 

Seforim Hakdoshim tell us that the days of Sefirah 

are to teach us about the importance of Achdus.  

The reason that the Talmidim of Rebbe Akiva died 

during the days between Pesach and Shavuos was 

because these days are about Achdus, and they did 

not treat each other with the proper Kovod; they 

were lacking in Achdus.  During the days of Sefirah, 

one must be Mesaken this Midah of Achdus, and 

through that he will be Zoche to great 

understanding in Torah during the Yom Tov of 

Matan Torah, Shavuos. Shemos 19:2 “ ויסעו מרפידים

 Klal – ”ויבואו מדבר סיני ויחן שם ישראל נגד ההר

Yisroel left Rephidim and came to Midbar Sinai. 

They rested there opposite the mountain.  The 

Posuk says, “ויחן” – and he, in Loshon Yachid, 

rested there.  Rashi explains that this was to teach 

us that Klal Yisroel were all like one heart and one 

person, and that was why they were Zoche to great 

Madreigos of understanding Torah.  We are told, 

 we need to have seven – ”שבע שבתות תמימות“

complete weeks.  When are the weeks complete?  

When Klal Yisroel perform the Rotzon Hashem – 

and the Rotzon Hashem is that there should be 

Achdus amongst Klal Yisroel.   

הלוחות אורכן ששה ורחבן “ – שתי ידות 

רבינו אפרים פנצירי  It says in the writings of – ”ששה

ל"י ז"ל מגורי רבינו האר"ז  that he saw in the writings 

of a great Kadmon, as to why the Luchos were six 

Tefachim in length and six Tefachim in width.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted to be Mezakeh Klal 

Yisroel and give them a perfect Toras Hashem, 

without any deficiencies. Therefore, He wanted to 

give them the Torah which would be Mechadesh 

Le’asid Lavo, when there would be a greater 

revelation of the light of the Torah than there is 

now.  That greater Torah refers to the sixth Sefer of 

the Torah Shebiksav.  Our Torah that we have now, 

the Chamisha Chumshei Torah, is called by the 

Shem ן"ב , and the Torah of the future, the sixth 

Sefer, is called by the Shem ה"מ .  If you add the 

Gematria of ה"מ  and ן"ב , the total is 97 which is the 

same Gematria as טפח.  It is for this reason that the 

Luchos are measured in Tefachim.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu wanted to give Klal Yisroel  ששה חומשי

 the Six Seforim of Torah Shebiksav, the – תורה

same way we have ששה סדרי משנה.  The sixth 

Sefer that we do not have is the first Sefer, before 

Sefer Bereishis.  Each Sefer should be one טפח by 

one טפח.  The sixth Sefer begins with an 'א for it is 

from the עולם האצילות which begins with the letter 

'א .  The Sefer Bereishis which we have, the second 

Sefer, begins with a 'ב for it is from the  עולם

 The difference  .ב' which begins with a ,הבריאה

between these Seforim, and the worlds they come 

from, is that the Torah of אצילות, which is the Sefer 

hidden from us, is all Names of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, while the Torah of בריאה, although it also has 

the Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, it also has 

names of Malachim, and even the Names of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu are not explicit, rather they 
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are hidden and B’derech Remez. Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu hid the sixth Sefer so that people should not use 

the שמות הקדושים improperly, and there are only 

unique individuals who are Zoche to that sixth 

Sefer in this year, like Rebbe Shimon Bar Yochai, 

and his colleagues.  The Luchos are to be six 

Tefachim by six Tefachim, as a Remez to the Torah 

in its complete state, which is six of Torah 

Shebiksav and six Torah Shebal Peh.   

“ 24:5 – עוד יוסף חי  סלת ואפית אתה ולקחת 

 ”שתים עשרה חלות שני עשרונים יהיה החלה האחת

– Why were there exactly twelve loaves of bread, 

not more and not less, and why were they split into 

two groups of six? Additionally, why did each loaf 

need to consist of two tenths of an Eiphah? Rebbe 

Chaim Vital says on the Mishna in Avos 6:1 “ רבי

 – ”לשמה“ – ”מאיר אומר כל העוסק בתורה לשמה

“ 'ה –לשם  ” – for the name of ה' , 5.  There are four 

parts to Torah: סוד, דרוש, רמז, פשט  – and then 

there is also a fifth part called, פנימיות הסוד, the 

inner part of סוד.  Had Klal Yisroel not sinned with 

the Chet Ha’eigel, they would have received that 

fifth part.  However, once they sinned, they lost 

that part, and it will only be given to us Le’asid 

Lavo, after there is a Tikun.  We can explain this 

P’shat from Rebbe Chaim Vital as it says in the 

Sefer שתי ידות regarding the sixth Sefer of Torah 

Shebiksav.  That which Rebbe Chaim Vital is 

speaking about is that sixth Sefer, which was 

hidden away, and there are only a few, like Rebbe 

Shimon Bar Yochai, Nevi’im…. who are Zoche to it.  

But even they are only Zoche to a part of it in this 

world, for it is something that is learned by the 

Tzaddikim in Gan Eden, and will be available to all 

in this world Le’asid Lavo. With this understanding 

of there being a hidden part of the Torah 

represented by ה"מ , (as stated in the Sefer  שתי

 we can understand what Moshe was asking (ידות

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Shemos 3:13 “ ואמרו לי מה

 And they say to me, What is“ – ”שמו מה אמר אלהם

His Name – what shall I say to them?”  Moshe was 

telling Hakodosh Boruch Hu that as per the 

instructions, he was going to tell Klal Yisroel that 

they would serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, through 

the words of the Torah. They saw with Ruach 

Hakodesh that there are two levels of the Torah, 

the Five Seforim, and the sixth. Moshe wanted to 

know what should he say when asked by Klal 

Yisroel, which Torah would they be receiving?  

“ ה"שמו מ ” – Moshe was asking if he should tell Klal 

Yisroel that they would be receiving the Torah 

called “ ה"מ ” – the Torah with the six Seforim.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu responded to Moshe, “ כה

ה שלחני אליכם-י-ה-א, תאמר לבית ישראל ” – Tell Klal 

Yisroel that they will be receiving the Torah 

connected to the Name of ה-י-ה-א  ”זה שמי לעלם“  .

– For the Torah that you requested of ה"מ , the six 

Seforim, is “ לםלע ” – hidden (from a Loshon of 

  .for now, and it will be revealed in the future (נעלם

 This Torah, the one of – ”זה“ – ”זה זכרי לדור לדור“

ן"ב , is given to Klal Yisroel for now and for all future 

generations.  This is also why there are six Aliyos on 

Yom Hakippurim. It is a Remez that when Klal 

Yisroel are completely pure and holy, they will be 

Zoche to have the “six,” the sixth Sefer of the 

Torah.  What we learn from all of this is that the 

amount of Seforim of Torah Shebiksav is the same 

as that of Torah Shebal Peh, six.  Everything has a 

  .an exterior and an interior ,פנימיות and a חיצוניות

The Posuk says, “ולקחת סולת” – and you shall take 

flour that is sifted and pure – for it is referring to 

the Torah Hakdosha, which is compared to “לחם” 

which is completely pure.  “ ואפית אותה שתים עשרה

 And you shall bake twelve loaves K’neged – ”חלות

the six Seforim of Torah Shebiksav and the six of 

Torah Shebal Peh.  “שני עשרונים יהיה החלה האחת” 

– There should be two tenths of an Eiphah; there 

needs to be two, K’neged the חיצוניות and the 

 revealed and – נסתר and נגלה called) פנימיות

hidden parts) of the Torah.  They are to be 

separated into two equal piles of six each, K’neged 

the Torah Shebiksav and Torah Shebal Peh, and it 

should all be “ 'לפני ד ” – in front of Hashem, for the 

sake of Hashem.  

 – ”על השלחן הטהר“ 24:6 – העמק דבר 

When the Shulchan was completely pure, then it 
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achieved its purpose.  However, at the end of the 

days of the Bayis Sheini, when the Koach of the 

Shulchan was tainted, it did not achieve its 

intended purpose, and each Kohen was not 

satiated from the bread, as it says in Meseches 

Yuma.   

ואפית אתה שתים עשרה “ 24:5 – בעל הטורים 

 The Lechem Hapanim consists – ”חלות שני עשרונים

of twelve loaves of bread, each one consisting of 

two tenths of an Eiphah (which is two Esronim), for 

a total of twenty four Esronim.  The twelve 

corresponds to the twelve Mazalos, which rotate 

through the twenty four hours of the day – the 

twenty four Esronim corresponding to the twenty 

four hours of the day.   

“ 24:5 – חזקוני  ית אתה שתים עשרה ואפ

 There are twelve loaves of bread – ”חלות

corresponding to the twelve Shevatim.   

ך"אלשי  ואפית אתה שתים עשרה “ 24:5 – 

 The Parsha of the Lechem Hapanim, which – ”חלות

represents one’s physical sustenance, is near the 

Parsha of Menorah, which represents the Torah, to 

teach us “ אין קמח ,ואם אין תורה - אין , אם אין קמח 

 If there is no sustenance, there is no“ – ”תורה

Torah – and if there is no Torah, there is no 

sustenance.”   

ואפית אתה שתים עשרה “ 24:5 - מלא העומר 

 The Yetzer Hara tries to convince people – ”חלות

that they should not learn Torah at all, for they 

have a responsibility of earning a living, and that is 

where they need to expend all of their energy. In 

truth, that is not how it works.  One who exerts 

himself more does not necessarily earn more 

money.  Rather, one who busies himself with Torah 

will not lose out, for it is all in the hands of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu. He can bless the small 

amount of work that the person does for him to 

reap great benefits from his minimal work.  While 

one needs sustenance in order to learn Torah, one 

needs Torah in order to receive sustenance – it is 

the Torah which will give one the Zechus to receive 

the sustenance.   The Menorah, which was in the 

south, alluded to wisdom, and the Shulchan was in 

the north, alluding to sustenance.  First the Torah 

tells us about the Menorah and then the Shulchan, 

for in order for one to be Zoche to the Shefa of 

sustenance, he must first have Torah.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Torah needed to point out that there were two 

equal stacks of six loaves each. While the Shulchan 

was Meramez to sustenance, there is also much 

Remez of Torah in the Shulchan, for it is the Zechus 

of the Torah which provides the sustenance – as 

well as being Mekabel Ol Malchus Shomayim, like 

the first Posuk in Shema is six words.  The two 

stacks of six correspond to the optimal form of the 

Torah Hakdosha: the six Seforim of Torah 

Shebiksav, and the Six Seforim of Torah Shebal Peh.  

We are not Zoche to Torah in that perfect form, 

but it is something we must strive and pine for.  

How are we to be Zoche to that perfect Torah? If 

we truly follow the Rotzon Hashem, we will be 

Zoche to see the coming of Moshiach, which is 

when we will be Zoche to the complete Torah – the 

Torah that is completely Kodosh – the Names of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants 

Klal Yisroel to have Achdus, to act as one.  Each Yid 

needs to care about the other, like himself.  The 

second Bais Hamikdash was destroyed because of 

Sinas Chinam; there was hatred amongst Klal 

Yisroel.  The Talmidim of Rebbe Akiva died because 

they were not careful with the honor of their fellow 

Yid.  During these holy days of Sefirah, as we count 

the days towards Matan Torah, we must work on 

our Midah of Achdus, of having love for one’s 

fellow Yid.  May we be Zoche to perfect our Midah 

of ואהבת לרעך כמוך, and in that Zechus may we be 

Zoche this Matan Torah to receive the Torah 

Hakdosha in its most pure, complete, and exalted 

form, with the coming of Moshiach,  במהרה בימינו

 !אמן
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