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Priceless Integrity by Rabbi Daniel Travis 

Burnt Offerings 

The Almighty said, "Let us make adam (man) in our image and our likeness." (Bereshit 1:26) 

The word "adam" is used again in Vayikra: "When an adam (man) sacrifices one of his animals 

to God...." 

Man is referred to here as "adam" to teach us that just as the first "adam" offered sacrifices to 

God only from his own property - for everything belonged to him - so all sacrifices should be 

taken from property belonging to the person offering them, not from stolen property. 

"I am God who loves justice and hates theft in an Olah offering." The prophet notes that God's 

hatred is not limited to stolen sacrifices, but that He hates theft in the Olah offering itself. Since 

a bird's diet consists of stolen food, the Torah specifies that the organs that consumed the stolen 

food be removed before sacrificing it. Since a bird's innards are associated with theft, they 

cannot be allowed to exist even for a moment in the Beit HaMikdash, a place of absolute truth! 

They are thrown onto the floor where they are 

miraculously absorbed into the ground. 

There is another reason that the verse singled out the Olah 

sacrifice. The meat of most offerings is divided three ways: 

between the owner, the Kohanim, and the altar. The Olah 

is the only sacrifice that is totally burned up on the altar. 

Since no one would benefit by eating the meat of a stolen 

Olah, one might think that God would accept a stolen 

Olah. The verse emphasizes that when it comes to theft 

there are no exceptions, and all stolen offerings are 

repulsive in God's eyes. 

Our Sages illustrate this idea with the following analogy. A 

king was journeying through his kingdom when he reached 

the place where travelers pay customs. The king took the required amount of money from his 

pocket, and instructed his servants to give it to the tax collector. The servants were slightly 

taken aback; since all the money collected belonged to the king, what reason should the king 

have to pay customs. Replied the king, "If I pay this tax all of the other travelers will understand 

that they certainly should pay." 

One might think that since everything belongs to God, He would accept a stolen Olah on the 

grounds that it is merely being returned to its true owner. As the verse notes, God "loves 

justice," even when it is seemingly unnecessary, for it is a pillar of the world and a mainstay of 

society.  Therefore God hates injustice, even when no one benefits from it. 

 



The Importance of Spacing Out 

There is an interesting Rashi in this week’s Parsha. The verse says (Vayikra 1:10): “And if 
his offering be from the flock, either sheep or goat, for a burnt-offering, he shall offer an 
unblemished male.” 

Rashi says the leading letter ‘vov,’ meaning ‘and,’ lets us know this is a continuation of the 
previous paragraph. Then he comments on the fact that there is a pause of blank space 
placed in the Torah before this verse. Rashi says that G-d gave Moshe breaks to provide 
him with time for the previous verses and concepts to sink in. These were represented by 
the spaces in the Torah. 

The Sifsei Chachomim explains that Rashi found this lesson here because the leading ‘vov’ 
told us it was connected to the preceding paragraph. Why then should there be a space 
here? Therefore he says it was to give Moshe time to absorb what he’d been told. 

We can ask, however, that this doesn’t sound 
right. If Moshe needed time to reflect and review, 
why not wait until the entire concept is done so 
he is reviewing a complete topic? 

Perhaps the answer is that sometimes in life we 
need to stop and think while we’re in the middle 
of the situation. We won’t always get a resolution 
immediately, and sometimes we might never get 
it. That shouldn’t stop us from trying to 
understand what HaShem was trying to tell us. 

Even while we’re struggling with the challenge, we can uncover the deep meaning in 
whatever it is we’re going through. Spacing out is just what the Doctor ordered. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Sefer Vayikra introduces the korbanos, the sacrifices and offerings of the Temple service. One 
requirement is that we must put salt on every korban. Rashi quotes the Midrash that when the waters of 
the world were split and some were place in Heaven above the firmament, the waters left below 
complained about their lowly position and distance from Heaven. 

HaShem appeased the waters by saying that water libations would be poured on the altar on Sukkos, and 
salt (a product of the sea) would be used on every offering. 

The Chasam Sofer comments that there is another reason. We do not offer things to G-d which we would 
not offer to a respected personage. The phrase is, “Bring it to your Governor; would he be happy with it?” 
Just as a person does not eat bland food, we do not offer less than the best to G-d, and therefore we make 
sure it is properly salted. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: This command makes sense, except that not only do we salt things besides meat, 
such as a meal offering, but it’s actually given when the Torah speaks of a meal offering. 

If the Torah wanted us to put salt on an offering to make it “tasty,” wouldn’t it make more sense to mention it by a cow or 
bull? Do we need the mitzvos to make “sense” to us? Would there be any danger in thinking of mitzvos as logical? When 
we do mitzvos, are we doing them because they make sense or because this is what Hashem asked of us? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


