
 
ויקרא פרשת  

Week #44 

Opening Sealed Packaging 
 

1) What is the proper way to open a bag of chips on Shabbos? 

It is preferable to open all packages prior to Shabbos.1  If one was not able to 
open them beforehand, the following are the correct methods of opening sealed 
packaged items (being careful not to tear any letters or pictures). 
  

2) A bag of pretzels/chips/sugar (bag sealed with glue) or a box of cereal 

According to many Poskim, one must destroy the bag/box in the process of 
opening rendering it unfit for use, not merely dispose of it once it is opened. 
 

3) Freeze-pops or ices that are meant to be cracked in half 

Opening these items in the normal manner is prohibited on Shabbos. They may 
be opened in a destructive manner, by cutting a slit down the side (without 
cracking it in half) and emptying the contents onto a plate or bowl.  
 

4) A bottle of soda 

According to many Poskim, a bottle cap may not be opened in the normal 
manner, and must first be punctured with a knife. It may then be twisted open 
and removed. Care must be taken that the knife puncture does not cut the letters 
or pictures printed on the cap. The cut should be made between the letters or to 
the side of the picture. 
 

5) Puncturing a hole in a box drink 

There is a difference of opinion among Poskim; one should consult one’s Rav. 
 

6) Popsicle or ice cream on a stick  

The wrapper should be discarded and not be used to catch what drips.  
 

7) Small, single-use packets (e g. sweetener or sugar) which are opened and 
immediately emptied 

These may be opened in the regular fashion. 

                                                           
1 So as to avoid opening a package in an incorrect manner or tearing letters on Shabbos, thus avoiding 

questions of makeh b’patish / korea / mechatech. 
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