
Parshas Lech Lecha – 'וילך אברם כאשר דבר אליו ה 

 למען ה'

R’ Chaim Mintz shlit”a asks in his Sefer Eitz HaChaim, why was לך לך  a נסיון for Avraham Avinu? 

Hashem promised to make from him a גוי גדול and to enrich him with fame and fortune. What 

hesitation would Avraham have to leave his father’s house and strike out on his own? He was 

already seventy-five years old and besides, his father was an avowed idol worshipper. Rav Mintz 

brings down the Malbi”m that Avraham eagerly set out to leave,  דבר אליו ה' כאשר  – because 

Hashem asked him to.  

Despite all the promises of reward, Avraham Avinu had eyes only for the זכות  of fulfilling 'רצון ה. 

That is how Avraham successfully met this challenge. The Ribono shel Olam wanted Avraham to 

prove that he would not allow himself to be swayed by the reward of securing the success of his 

life’s work, with the promise of a legacy and great prominence. Would he remain focused on the 

ideal of living in this world to fulfill Hashem’s will and make a נחת רוח ליוצרו? The Torah proudly 

testifies, 'וילך אברם כאשר דבר אליו ה. Yes, Avraham was completely invested in bringing the 

knowledge of Hashem’s existence to the world, however, his greatest commitment was to fulfill 

 .His successes and projects were secondary .רצון ה'

The Sefer זרע שמשון  by the Heligeh Gaon and Mekubal, רב שמשון חיים נחמני זי"ע, explains the 

Medrash that describes the discussion between the Eibishter and בית דין של מעלה  as Nimrod was 

preparing to cast Avraham into the fiery furnace. Was Avraham willing to defy Nimrod and the 

whole world and deny the power of idol worship, even with the threat of being burned alive? After 

all, all of Avraham’s practice of Torah observance was on his own volition. He did not receive the 

Torah from Hashem. He was not a עושהמצווה ו   – required to fulfil Hashem’s commandments. 

Therefore, he was not obligated to hold his ground against Avodah Zarah and give his life,  על

 Even if he did remain steadfast, on pain of death, he may be doing so on principle, as a .קידוש ה'

testimony of his staunch ideals, and not with the intention of fulfilling 'רצון ה. Even so, the Ribono 

shel Olam deemed Avraham worthy of his miraculous survival from the כבשן האש, for even this 

level of Emunah, that he willingly prepared to give his life, 'על קידוש ה. Yet, upstairs in  בית דין של

 they wondered if Avraham would achieve the greatest accomplishment that a person can ,מעלה

attain, complete dedication to 'קיום רצון ה. 

The נסיון  of לך לך  proved where Avraham’s intentions lay. Not being מצווה ועושה  was Avraham 

Avinu’s greatest frustration. How he wished to serve his creator, not as a volunteer who created 

his own path to Torah, but as one who is chosen to serve in the elite ranks of those who received 

Torah from Hashem. Here was his chance. After a lifetime of knocking on Hashem’s door, the 

Ribono shel Olam now came to him, to ask his acceptance of a Mitzvah – לך לך! Not for the reward 

and not for glory did Avraham set forward on this new path. 'וילך אברם כאשר דבר אליו ה  – I go only 

because the Eibishter wants me to go, to create the נחת רוח  of fulfilling 'רצון ה. 

Our life of fulfilling Hashem’s Mitzvos is filled with a wealth of satisfaction and benefit. We feel 

elevated and purified. We experience inspiration and ecstasy. We are carried aloft with Simcha 

shel Mitzvoh and we feel the pride and uniqueness of being one of the Chosen Ones who are 

truly making a difference and partnering with the Eibishter in bringing the world to its Tachlis. 



What of the greatest level of service to Hashem, though? Are we prepared to focus all our 

energies and capabilities to achieve the ultimate in Avodas Hashem, the נחת רוח  of fulfilling  רצון

 as Avraham Avinu longed to do? Do we daven with the same intensity, even when we are not ,ה'

in the mood? Do we invest all our focus and effort in our learning even when we have other things 

on our mind? Are we prepared to generously give Tzedaka or throw our energy and resources 

into a Chesed, when we feel that we could use our time and money to do something more for 

ourselves? 

As in many communities and groups, there was a “Chevra” of doers in their Yeshiva that could 

always be counted on to help someone in a bind. Everyone looked on in admiration and 

amazement at their superman-like activities, always ready in a pinch. There they go again, 

another daring and cunning rescue mission. You had to wonder if they performed their endless 

Chesed for the thrill of the ride, for the notoriety it brought them or to pride themselves on outdoing 

everyone else in Mitzvos and Maasim Tovim. The proof of their desire to fulfill 'רצון ה that Chesed 

must be done, came when they dedicated their efforts to help a fellow who was not popular and 

was not particularly liked by the people around him. He was tolerated at best. He just seemed to 

rub everybody the wrong way. They took this “Nebach” in and made him one of their own. “Shoin”, 

a new superman. He stumbled along with the pack and took pride in becoming someone who can 

be admired and appreciated. These guys made him finally feel like a somebody. They saw him 

all the way through till he found a Shidduch and eventually moved to a community where he could 

make his mark as one of the “Supermen” of his new hometown. Tolerating and encouraging 

someone who wasn’t so “Geshmock” and made you want to be busy with something else, made 

it clear to everyone that their efforts were not for reward and not for satisfaction. They were doing 

what the Ribono shel Olam wants us to do, not what they wanted to do. רצוננו לעשות רצוניך. 

May we be זוכה to be ששים ושמחים לעשות רצון קונם. Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 
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Erev Shabbos Parshas Lech Lecha-7 Cheshvan  

Eretz Yisroel begins saying “V’tein Tal U’Matar” Thursday night. Visitors to Eretz Yisroel from 

Chutz L’Aretz continue to say “V’Tein Bracha” in Bareich Aleinu and say “V’tein Tal U’Matar” in 

Shma Koleinu. 

 Rav Yehuda Meir Shapiro of Lublin (1887-1933). His father, Rav Yaakov Shimshon Katz of 

Shatz, Romania, was a descendent of Rav Pinchas Koretz, a 

disciple of the Baal Shem Tov. His mother, Margala, was the 

daughter of Rav Shmuel Yitzchak Schor, author of Minchas Shai, 

and a descendent of the author of Tevu’as Shor. He was also a 

descendent of Rav Bechor Shor of Orleans, one of the Baalie 

Tosefos In 1923 he began the first cycle of Daf Yomi, having shared 

this idea at the first Knessiah Gedolah of Agudath Yisrael the 

previous year. That first cycle began on Rosh Hashana in 1923 and was completed 2702 days 

later on Tu Bishvat in 1931. His other major project was to found the yeshiva Chachmei Lublin in 

1930.  

 

 



Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Lech Lecha –-8 Cheshvan 

 Rav Yaakov Rosenheim, founder of Agudas Yisrael (1870-1965).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motzei Shabbos – Eretz Yisroel “Falls Back” to Israel Standard Time 

Sunday, Parshas Vayeira- 9 Chesvan 

Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel, the Rosh (1250-1327). One of the three primary rishonim on 

whom the Rav Yosef Karo relied for the Shulchan Aruch. Rav Asher’s family traced its lineage to 

Rabbeinu Gershon. Rav Asher learned under Rav Meir of Rotenberg. After 10 years as the 

successor of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jewery, he escaped German persecution and 

settled in Toledo, Spain.  

Rav Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch (1860-1930). Born in Rusein, he succeeded his father-in-law, 

Rav Eliezer Gordon, as Rosh Yeshiva of the Telshe Yeshiva. Telz is 

one of the oldest towns in Lithuania, situated in the north-western part of 

Lithuania on the shores of Lake Mastis, and was already mentioned in the 

chronicles of a Crusader Order in 1320. Jews settled in Telz at the 

beginning of the 17th century. 2,500 people lived in Telz in 1797, of them 

1,650 were Jews (66%). By 1870 Telz had 6,481 residents, including 

4,399 Jews. Reb Yosef Leib already began studying under Reb Leizer at 

the age of 15, in Kelm and married Reb Leizer's daughter at the age of 

21. Reb Yosef Leib initiated many innovations. In 1894, he attempted to 

introduce Mussar to the yeshiva's curriculum, and in 1897 he brought 

Rabbi Yehuda Leib Chasman zt"l to serve as the yeshiva's Mashgiach.  

 

 Rav Shimon Shkop of Grodno (1860-1939). Born in Turz, Poland, Rav Shimon studied in Mir at 

the age of 12, and then Volozhin at the age of 15, with Rabbi Chaim 

Soloveitchik. He was brought to Telshe in 1885 by his uncle, Rav Lazer 

Gordon. He taught at Telshe for 18 years. He succeeded Rav Alter 

Shmuelevicz as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei Torah in Grodno, from 

1920 to 1939, transforming it into one of the finest yeshivos in Poland and 

beyond. In 1929, Rav Shimon Shkop came to America to raise funds for 

the yeshiva and accepted R' Dov (Bernard) Revel's invitation to serve as 

rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan in New York. 

However, at the request of the Chafetz Chaim, Rav Shkop returned to 

Europe after six months. In 1939, the Soviet Red army marched into 

Grodno during the Asseres Yemei Teshuva. Most of the talmidim fled to 



Vilna, but Rav Shimon Shkop was too old and sick to travel and remained behind with a few 

talmidim. He passed away a month later. Rav Shimon Shkop was the author of Shaarei Yosher. 

 

Monday, Parshas Vayeira, BaHa”B Sheini Kama - 10 Cheshvan  

Gad ben Yaakov Avinu born and niftar (1566 BCE-1441 BCE). The Seforim teach that this is an 

auspicious day for starting a business or undertaking any project with success for today “Ba Gad” 

– Good Mazel came into the world. Mazel and Bracha! 

Rav Aryeh Leib of Stanislov, author of Nachlas Aryeh (1749). The city of Stanisławów was 

founded in the year 1654 by the Hetman (commander) and Starosta (County Administrator) of the 

Halicz region, Jedrzej Potocki, and was named after his son Stanisław. Armenians and Jews were 

invited and promised, in the founding charter of the city of May 7, 1654, the right to settle in the 

city and the right to establish a house of prayer on the land that was given to them. In a special 

charter from September 17, 1662[6], Jedrzej Potocki granted the Jews (Żydzi talmudowi) the right 

to settle permanently in the city and the right to engage in commerce and crafts in the same 

measure as “the members of the Polish, Ruthenia and Armenian nations.” In 1732, the Jewish 

population was 1,470 souls from among a total population of 3,321 

 

R’ Dov Schwartzman (2011)- Rosh Yeshivas Bais HaTalmud Yerushalayim 

Rav Schwartzman was a founder of the Yeshiva of Philadelphia together 

with Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky. In 1955, he opened his own yeshiva in 

Yerushalayim. He learned at the Chevron Yeshiva and later married a 

daughter of Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l, rosh yeshiva of Bais Medrash 

Govoha in Lakewood. 

Rav Schwartzman’s children are prominent in the Yeshiva world. Rav 

Yaakov Eliezer, the eldest grandson of Rav Aharon Kotler, serves 

as rosh yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoah/Lakewood East in 

Yerushalayim; Rav Zevulun Schwartzman, rosh kollel of Yeshivas Eitz 

Chaim; Rav Isser Zalman Schwartzman, R”M at Yeshiva Knesses 

Yitzchok in Modiin Illit; Rebbetzin Shalvah Olshin, wife of Rav Yeruchem 

Olshin, rosh yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoha of Lakewood, NJ; and Rebbetzin Eta Neuman, wife 

of Rav Yisroel Neuman, rosh yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoha of Lakewood, NJ; and Rebbetzin 

Miriam Jurkanski, wife of Rav Avrohom Jukanski, senior rosh chaburah at Bais Medrash Govoha 

in Lakewood, NJ. 

Rav Schwartzman spent his life devoted to harbotzas haTorah, influencing hundreds of talmidim, 

many of whom received semichah from him and went on to become rabbonim and marbitzei 

Torah themselves. He was renowned as a gaon in Torah, possessing remarkable depth and 

breadth of yedios haTorah, having spent his life immersed in limud haTorah. 

Tuesday, Parshas Vayeira - 11 Cheshvan  

Metushelach ben Chanoch, grandfather of Noach (3074 BCE – 2105 BCE) 

Rachel Imeinu dies in childbirth (1554 BCE) According to the Vilna Gaon; she was 36 years old; 

according to Sefer Hayashar, 45. 

Binyamin ben Yaakov Avinu born and niftar (1554-1445 BCE) 



Rav Menachem Nachum Twersky, the Chernobyl Rebbe (1730-1797), a student of the Baal 

Shem Tov and the Magid Mezritch. He authored Meor Einayim. He was succeeded by his son, 

Mordechai, founder of the Chernobyl dynasty, the descendents of which are the Skverer 

Chasidim, the current Rebbe of whom is Rav Dovid Twersky of New Square, NY.  

Rav Pesach Pruskin, Rav and Rosh Yeshivah in Kobrin (1879-1939). Born to his widowed 

mother (he was named after his father, who died several months prior to his birth), in abject 

poverty. She took her five children to the home of her grandfather, Rabbi Pinchas Michael, who 

was Rav in Antipole. In his teens, he joined the yeshivah of the Chofetz Chaim in Radin He later 

went to Slobodka, where he was inspired by the Mussar of "der Alter," Rabbi Nosson Tzvi 

Finkel.and spent a year at Kelm with Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv The Alter of Slobodka, constantly 

searching for suitable cities in which to establish yeshivos, selected Slutsk, a large city in White 

Russia, for his next undertaking. He dispatched Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer as Rosh Yeshivah, 

with fourteen talmidim - among them Pesach Kobriner. He became mashgiach in Slutsk, than – 

in 1911 – Rav of Amtsislav (also called Mistsislav); there he opened a yeshiva. When the 

Bolsheviks took over Russia, and his native city of Kobrin was incorporated into Poland (by the 

Soviet-Polish treaty of Riga, 1922), he escaped the Communist rule to Kobrin. Where he became 

Rav and opened another yeshiva. 

Rav Avraham Elimelech Weinberg, founder of Slonimer Chassidus (1804-1883), a disciple 

of Rav Noach of Lechovitz, and author of Be'er Avraham on Mechilta, Yesod Ha'avodah, and 

Chessed L’Avraham. He was was active in the spread of the Chasidic movement in Lithuania and 

was a main organizer of support for the religious communities in the Holy Land.  

 Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman, mashgiach of Yeshivas Chevron (1869-1935). Learned in Kelm 

under Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziev, in Volozhin under the Netziv as well as that 

of the Rabbi Chaim Halevi Soloveichik of Brisk. In 1897, he was brought to 

serve as the Telz yeshiva's Mashgiach. He established the independent 

Yeshiva in Shtutshin in 1908. In 1912, he was rabbi of Shtutsin. In his last 

years, he was the spiritual director of the Slabodka Yeshiva in Hebron and 

in Jerusalem. In 1926, he became mashgiach at Chevron. Author of Ohr 

Yohel. Among his talmidin was Rav Shlomo Schwadron.  

 

 

R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel (2011) Rosh Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim  

Born in Chicago in 1943 to Rabbi Eliyahu Meir, zt”l, and Sarah Finkel, 

Rav Nosson Tzvi attended Ida Crown Jewish Academy, a coed Modern 

Orthodox day school. When Rav Nosson Tzvi was fifteen, he and his 

parents made a trip to Israel to visit with an uncle, Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda 

Finkel, the rosh yeshivah of Mir. 

Although Rav Nosson Tzvi was a fine and bright boy, he did not display 

any signs of unique talents or abilities, yet his great uncle was enamored 

with him and requested that Rav Nosson Tzvi remain in Israel. 

Nevertheless, he returned to the States and finished high school. Subsequently, however, he 

returned to the Mir and studied diligently under the tutelage of his great uncle. 



A few short years later, he married his second cousin, the granddaughter of Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda 

(Rav Leizer Yudel) and the daughter of Rabbi Beinish Finkel. Rav Nosson Tzvi then spent years 

toiling away with extraordinary hasmadah, learning day and night. He also began reaching out to 

the weaker students, finding time to learn with scores of boys who needed his help. When his 

father-in-law passed away in 1990, he became rosh yeshivah. Although by that time Rav Nosson 

Tzvi was already suffering from Parkinson’s disease, he accepted the yoke of leading a yeshivah 

of 1,000 students. He worked incessantly to build the yeshivah, and to keep ratcheting up the 

hasmadah. The yeshivah grew; it currently encompasses nearly 7,000 students and nine 

buildings. His days were a nonstop whirl of shiurim, shmuessen, personal meetings with students 

and endless fundraising. 

 

Wednesday, Parshas Vayeira -12 Cheshvan 

 Rav Yehuda Tzadka, Rosh yeshiva of Porat Yosef (1909-1991). Born in Yerushalayim, Rav 

Yehuda was a great-great grandson of Rav Tzadka Chutzin, 

author of Tzedaka U’misphat. His mother, Simcha, was the Ben 

Ish Chai’s niece. The Tzadka family lived in the Beis Yisrael 

neighborhood of Yerushalayim. When he was 12 years old, 

Yehuda Tzadka enrolled in the Porat Yosef Yeshiva in the Old 

City. There, he became very close to Rav Ezra Attia. At the age 

of only 27 years, he was appointed to teach at the yeshiva. 

Among Reb Yehuda’s first students was Rav Ovadia Yosef. In 

time, Rav Yehuda became the menahel ruchani, and with the 

petira of Rav Ezra Attias in 1970, he was appointed to new Rosh Yeshiva.  

 

Thursday, Parshas Vayeira – 13 MarChesvan - BaHa”B Chamishi 

In 1553, the Pope ordered the burning of Seforim in the main square of Venice. Mattathias 

Delacrut, in his book, Zikkaron, still in manuscript, writes:  

Our books are lost, the little that we had. If not that our eyes had seen this, in the year, “And 

Shakai shall be your treasure” (Iyov 22:25), for the pope and his cardinals from Rome decreed to 

despoil our books and our glory, trample and burn them in the fire. In Venice they burned more 

than a thousand complete books of the Talmud, and five hundred copies of the Alfasi, and other 

books without end, new and old. 
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