
 Parshas Behar – Questions 
 

1. In Eretz Yisrael, what do we call the 7th year of the seven year cycle? 
2. What is different about farming during sheviis? 
3. After seven cycles of seven years, what do we call the 50th year? 
4. What special things happen during the Yovel? 
5. What will the Yidden eat in the sheviis year if they aren’t allowed to plant? 
6. If a fellow Jew needs a loan of money, are you allowed to charge him extra to lend him the money? 

 
 

Ayin Tova Challenge: Adapted from the Ayin Tova Project- By Nisonel Landesman 
 
Sixteen year old Rochel was beginning to realize something was amiss regarding her 
relationship with her best friend Dina. They had always spent every recess and lunch break 
together, and did lots of stuff together after school. Additionally, they spoke for hours on the 
phone each night. Recently, though, that all changed. It seemed that Dina was almost 
avoiding her, and was cold to her when she breached the subject.  Help Rochel have an ayin tova for her situation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judging Favorably Case:  
 Shimmy wanted to buy a treat in the store to save for Shabbos.  Before he left his house his mother handed 
him some money to buy the treats for him and his whole family!  Shimmy looked at the money as he was 
shoving it into his pocket and noticed a ten dollar bill and some change.  After Shimmy picked out all the 
yummy treats for Shabbos, he went to pay.  The clerk said $9.54 and Shimmy reached into his pocket, 
scooped up all the money and put it on the counter without looking.  While waiting for his change, he heard 
the teller say, excuse me the total is $9.54 and you haven’t given me enough.  At first Shimmy was confused 
because he was sure he gave him a ten dollar bill and some change but the teller said is was only a five dollar 
bill!!  Shimmy was so sure about what he saw but the teller had already put the money in the register and was 
waiting for more….. 
 
How would you judge this case favorably? If you were Shimmy, what would you do? 
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  Parshas Behar  – Answers 

 
1. The seventh year is called sheviis 
2. During sheviis, you cannot harvest your crops in the usual way, the food is hefker and anyone can take 

it. 
3. The fiftieth year is called the Yovel. 
4. During the Yovel, slaves go free, ancestral land goes back to the original shevatim, the same laws are 

observed during the Yovel as are observed during sheviis. 
5. Hashem promises them that in the 6th year He will give them enough crops that year to last till after 

sheviis. 
6. You are not allowed to charge a fellow Jew interest, a charge to lend them money. 

 
Hashgacha Pratis story for the whole family  
(please consider sending yours in)    
Rabbi Pruzansky told a story about the Greenstein family who lost their mother after prolonged illness. Yitzchak, the father, was 
given the difficult job of raising their eight children by himself. Just six months after the funeral, the oldest son was set to get 
married. Yitzchak and his wife had always envisioned this day, when they would proudly walk their son down the aisle. They 
imagined dancing with unbridled joy, sharing a golden moment in their family history. Now, there would be a gaping hole in the 
middle of their family portrait. During the engagement, the family distracted themselves with the preparations for the wedding. 
However, at the wedding, while posing for family pictures their loss came rushing back. One of the younger sisters suddenly 
started to cry, "I want mommy! I want mommy!" She continued repeating it over and over again. Most of the other children 
started crying as well. The scene was surreal. A family dressed for a wedding was crying as though they were at a funeral. The 
oldest girl Sarah, who had become somewhat of a surrogate mother, tried to calm them down, saying, "Mommy is here with us." 
The little girl responded, "I don't want her Neshama. I want to see her." Everyone's heart was breaking, and Yitzchak quietly 
prayed, "Hashem, please comfort us and allow our family to enjoy this wedding." 
 
At that moment, a religious Jew walked into the wedding hall and announced that he had a package for the Greenstein family. 
Sarah took the small box from him and asked whom it was from. "It's from your mother," replied the man. Everyone was in shock 
and did not understand what was happening. Sarah opened the box with trembling fingers and saw four beautiful rings, each 
engraved with the Hebrew name of one of the Greenstein daughters. Each girl placed a ring on their finger, and Yitzchak asked 
where these rings came from.   
 
The man introduced himself as a Jeweler from off of 47th Street in Manhattan. He explained, "About eight months ago, when 
your wife was undergoing treatment at Mount Sinai Hospital, she entered my store with a friend, asking me to show her 
something special for her daughters. She told me that she was not well, which was obvious; she wanted to give them something 
meaningful to help them through the tough time. A few weeks later, the rings were ready, but your wife never came to claim 
them. I remembered her last name, but somehow, I had misplaced her contact information; I had no way to reach her. I became 
busy and forgot about it. Last week, I was visiting a jewelry store in Borough Park and overheard someone talking about a 
wedding between the Greenstein and Goldman families. The name Greenstein sounded familiar. When the woman mentioned 
how bad she felt for the groom and his family, since the mother had passed away, I immediately remembered the rings. I asked 
where the wedding would be and I made it my business to come."   
 
The Greenstein's world had just changed. Hashem had given them the greatest gift;tangible proof of His presence and their 
mother's presence, exactly what they needed. "עמו אנכי בצרה"- Hashem was saying, "I know it is hard for you, but I am with you." 
Hashem always does what's best, even if it hurts. Yet, He is there for us, holding our hand the entire time. 
 
 

This parsha sheet is put together by Casriel Silver.   
If you would like to sign up to get this by email weekly,  

please let me know, casriels@gmail.com 
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