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1) One's own wedding expenses should not be taken from Ma'aser. Likewise, any expenses that 

accrue in the pursuit of finding a spouse (dating, dowries etc.)should not be taken from 

Ma'aser (Shu"t Beis Din Shel Shlomo Yoreh Deah Siman 1) 

Wedding expenses for  one's children, as well as expenses of buying newlywed children a 

home, furniture, clothing may be taken from Ma'aser according to many Poskim, even if you 

have other money from where to pay these expenses. (Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal. 

However, see Shu"t Shevet Halevi Vol. 9 Siman 201 where he differentiates between a small dwelling and 

a larger one. See also Shu"t Tzitz Eliezer Vol. 9 Siman 1) 

2) One should not use Ma'aser money to pay "Shadchanus" (money paid to a matchmaker who 

facilitates a shiduch) even if the Shadchan is a poor person (See Shu"t Zichron Yeuda Yoreh Deah 

Siman 192. See also Emes L'Yaakov from Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky Zatzal Yoreh Deah Siman 249 for an 

elaboration and reasoning behind this Halacha) 

3) Parents may not put aside Ma'aser money for their small children, in order to set up a 

"fund"  with which to marry them off when they become of age. (Psak of Rav Shlomo Zalmen 

Aurbach  and Maran Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv Zichronam L'Vracha) 

However, the parents may give the Ma'aser money to a Gemach (free loan fund) to use to help 

others and stipulate that when the children grow up, the money must be made available to help 

them with the wedding expenses. (Psak of Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg Zatzal) 

If the children are older and near marriageable age, the parents may indeed set aside Ma'aser 

money in a "fund" to use for the wedding expenses. (Rav Shmuel Wosner Zatzal. See also Igros 

Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 1 Siman 144) 

The age that is considered "marriageable age" is 17 for girls and 18 for boys (according to Maran 

Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv Zatzal). Others maintain that the age begins at 11 for girls and 12 for 

boys(Rav Shmuel Wosner Zatzal, who says that from that age, parents already start worrying about the 

wedding expenses and start cutting back on other household expenses such as new furniture etc. in  order 

to save money for future weddings) 

4) Ma'aser  is calculated from post-tax income. 

Household necessities such as refrigerators, washing machines, tables and chairs etc. can be 

bought before beginning to calculate Ma'aser. One who is financially sound should calculate the 

Ma'aser before buying the aforementioned items.(Minchas Tzvi Siman 6) 

One should calculate Ma'aser before purchasing clothing for himself and his children. (Rav 

Shmuel Wosner in Shu"T Shevet HaLevi Vol. 5 Siman 133) 
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5) A woman who goes out to work, which necessitates the hiring of a babysitter for the 

children and/or a housekeeper for the home, may deduct the amount paid to the 

babysitter/housekeeper from her income that is obligated in Ma'aser. 

 

If the babysitter/housekeeper would have been hired in any case, even if the woman wouldn't 

be working, the money may not be deducted from the Ma'aser obligation.(Tzedaka U'Mishpat 

Perek 5 footnote 35) 

A woman who needs to buy a new wardrobe for her job may deduct the amount paid for the 

clothing from her Ma'aser obligation. (Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky Zatzal in Emes L'Yaakov Yoreh Deah 

Siman 249) 

6) One who is taking a course to learn a trade may deduct the amount spent for the course 

from his yearly income when calculating Ma'aser for the coming year. However, one may not 

deduct this year the amount he previously spent on education in years past. 

The above Halacha applies even to someone who already has a livelihood but wants to take an 

additional course to advance in his/her chosen profession (e.g.  a physician's assistant wants 

to become a doctor, a clerk wants to become a lawyer, etc.) 

Expenses such as books, tools and travel that are directly related to one's education may also 

be deducted from yearly income when calculating Ma'aser. (Psakim of Rav Shlomo Zalmen 

Auerbach Zatzal) 

7) However, one who spends money to go to school for general education, but not directly 

related to a specific skill or method of livelihood, may not deduct the fees from the yearly 

income that is obligated in Ma'aser. (Minchas Tzvi Siman 5. Regarding men going to school for general 

knowledge not directly related to Parnasah see Birchas Shmuel Kiddushin Siman 27. Of course, every 

individual must seek the guidance of their Rav before enrolling in any secular college or university, to 

ensure that it is done according to the tenets of the holy Torah) 

 

…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 
 

Good judgement comes from experience. Experience comes from bad judgement. 
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