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 Kiddush L'vana - Practical Pointers
Among those who say KL, there are casual KLers and serious KLers.
Casuals will say KL on a Motza'ei Shabbat if they are in shul and the
shul is saying it. They won't necessarily go out of their way to keep
checking for opportunities. But they should! KL is considered KABALAT
P'NEI HASH'CHINA, greeting the Divine Presence. It's a once-a-month
confirmation of our belief and knowledge that HaShem is the Creator
and Master of the World. During the winter, it takes extra effort to
check for a clearly visible moon, sometimes night after night.

PPexplanations on p.50
and on www.ttidbits.com

click on PP+ or PPx
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Candles VAYISHLACH Havdala V ay e ishev

4:00 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:15 4:00 5:15

4:18 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:18 4:18 5:19

4:15 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:16 4:16 5:16

4:15 Gush Etzion 5:15 4:15 5:16

4:15 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:15 4:15 5:16

4:15 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:15 4:15 5:16

4:15 Netanya 5:15 4:15 5:16

4:15 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:17 4:16 5:18

4:16 Rehovot 5:16 4:16 5:17

4:00 Petach Tikva 5:15 4:00 5:16

4:14 Ginot Shomron 5:14 4:14 5:15

4:04 Haifa / Zichron 5:14 4:04 5:14

4:14 Gush Shiloh 5:14 4:14 5:15

4:16 Tel Aviv / Giv’at Sh’muel 5:16 4:16 5:17

4:15 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:15 4:15 5:15

4:16 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:16 4:16 5:16

4:17 Ashkelon 5:17 4:18 5:18

4:16 Yad Binyamin 5:16 4:16 5:17

4:01 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:11 4:01 5:12

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:53pm         Next week: 5:52pm
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  Reality check... and challenge
Most of us are already focusing on
Chanuka. We still have a little time, but
not all that much. People are buying oil
and oil cups, candles, taking their
Chanukiyot out of storage, acquiring
new dreidels - including the fidgetdrei-
del which is a spinner hybrid with four
arms bearing the letters NUN, GIMEL,
HEI, and PEI on one side, and a SHIN on
the other. A token pitch for unity
between Jews of Eretz Yisrael and those
not yet of Eretz Yisrael. Which is part of
the serious side of this Lead Tidbit.

Parshat Vayishlach is one or two sedras
removed from Chanuka, and themat-
ically, we are ending with the enmity of
the Lavans and Eisavs of the world
towards the Jewish People and are
about to continue into the final four
sedras of the book of B'reishit, with its
theme of fighting and discord within
the Jewish People.

As much as Lavan was father, cousin
and uncle and father-in-law - he is still
viewed as an enemy from without. So is
twin-brother Eisav.

Ironic, is it not, that Yehuda and Yosef -
brothers from the same father but
different mothers are technically
further apart from each other than
Yaakov and Eisav, but the reality is that
Eisav is an external threat and the in-
fighting of the tribes is internal.

And being pointed, as we are, to
Chanuka, we find both tensions rolled
into one.

The obvious and well-known Chanuka
story is a variation of the Eisavs and

Amaleks of the world against the Jews.
Not that the Greeks were descendants
of Eisav, and not that their goal was the
same, but the commonality of the
threat to our existence - physical or
spiritual, puts them all into the same
broad category.

The less-known facet of the Chanuka
story was the tension, friction (and
worse) between Jew and Jew. Specific-
ally, between the Jew who wanted to
remain completely faithful to G-d,
Torah and Mitzvot and the Jew who
was excited about the idea of changing
his time-honored traditions for
modernity, for a new culture, a new
way of life.

The saddest part of the whole story is
that the problems and jealousies
between brothers that resulted in
devastating situations and ramifica-
tions does not head towards the
happily-ever-after conclusion even
after the brothers reconcile, but rather,
the book of B'reishit ends with the
family-nation facing enslavement and
oppression.

And it goes way beyond the Book of
B'reishit and the whole Torah, all the
way through Tanach. And beyond. And
until today.

We've got our Lavans and Eisavs and
worse, we've got countless groups of
Jews who continually shoot each other
and themselves in the proverbial foot.
And we don't seem to learn.

But we must! Chanuka is a joyous
holiday but the Chanuka story is not.
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Vayishlach
8th of 54 sedras; 
8th of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 237 lines; rank 11th

9 Parshi'ot - 6 P'tuchot; 3 S'tumot

153 p'sukim - 4th (1st in B'reishit), tied with
No'ach, but more words and letters

1976 words - 6th (4th in B'reishit)

7458 letters - 6th (4th in B'reishit)

Drop in rank for words and letters due to
its p'sukim being well below average in
number of words and letters (but not as
low as No'ach). IOW, Vayishlach has many -
but relatively short p'sukim

One mitzva in Vayishlach, one of 3 in the
book of B'reishit. The only prohibition of
the Torah's 365 in B'reishit - Gid HaNasheh

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in the
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI
(positive mitzva); L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y
is the perek and pasuk from which the
mitzva comes.

Kohen - First Aliya 
10 p'sukim - 32:4-13
[P> 32:4 (47)] Yaakov sends messen-
gers to his brother Eisav with a
message of conciliation (and warn-
ing?).

 Onkeles considers that the
messengers that Yaakov sent to be
human (IZGADIN are runners or
messengers); Rashi states that the word
MAL'ACHIM is to be taken literally, as
heavenly angels. Commentaries point
to the end of last week's sedra (with
Yaakov's encountering the "camps" of
angels upon his return to Eretz Yisrael)
as support for Rashi's point of view.
Bartenura further explains that Biblical
references to angels always include
something they said or a prophetic
message. When Yaakov encountered
the angels, nothing is said. It could be
argued, that the Torah mentioned the
angels in connection with Yaakov's
sending them to Eisav. Other commen-
taries say that Yaakov sent angels
because humans might be affected by
Eisav and angels would be able to
"read" the situation accurately. One
Chassidic Master put it this way: When
a Jew is facing a threat from an Eisav-
type and needs help, he may even
bother heavenly angels for their
support.

 One of Yaakov's statements was
that he had been living with Lavan and
was delayed until now. Rashi learns,
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that "he lived with Lavan but did not
learn from his evil ways". Some see this
as a compliment to Yaakov, that he was
able to maintain his complete adher-
ence to the Torah in such an alien
atmosphere. Others see an implied
criticism: All those years in Lavan's
home, and he did not learn from
Lavan's evil ways... how to channel the
cunning and enthusiasm he witnessed
towards his own service of G-d. There
are lessons to be learned even by
negative example.

Yaakov announces to Eisav that he has
"oxen, donkeys, sheep, and servants".

 Why does Yaakov tell this to
Eisav? Is he boasting about wealth that
he has amassed in Lavan's house? No,
just the opposite. Yaakov is telling Eisav
that although he has much material
wealth and large flocks and herds, he
does not have land. He has not (yet)
benefited from the blessing (that Eisav
felt should have been his) of "from the
dew of the heavens and the fertility of
the ground..." Therefore, Yaakov hoped
that Eisav would not be angry with him.

The report of Eisav's pending arrival

with 400 men prompts Yaakov into
three modes of action. He first divides
his camp into two, so that one will be
able to escape if the other is attacked.
Then he prays to G-d for His help and
the fulfillment of promises made. (the
third phase is in the next portion.)

 Commentaries point out that
Yaakov asks G-d to save him "from my
brother - from Eisav". This is not a
redundancy. The Jew faces two
enemies: The Eisavs of the world who
would destroy the Jewish people, and
the "friendly brothers" who would
gladly permit us to assimilate into their
cultures - thereby also bringing about
the destruction of the Jewish People.
Yaakov prays for salvation from both
threats. 

Similarly, in the very first pasuk of the
sedra, Yaakov sends the angels (or
messengers) to his BROTHER EISAV.
Yaakov is always aware that Eisav is
both, and he must be weary of both
persona.

The Beit HaLevi puts it this way. Danger
#1 is war. Danger #2 is a treaty with
Eisav that can also be disastrous. Does
this say anything to us today?
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Levi - Second Aliya 
17 p'sukim - 32:14-30
Yaakov next prepares elaborate gifts
from his flocks and herds for Eisav to
be delivered with a goodwill message
of appeasement.

 The amazing Baal HaTurim
points out that there are two p'sukim in
the Torah in which every word ends
with a "final MEM". Here in Vayishlach
(32:15): 200 nanny-goats, 20 billy-
goats... and BaMidbar (29:33): And their
(referring to sacrifices) flour-oil
offerings, their wine of libation, for the
oxen... Is there a connection? Baal
HaTurim shares an amazing calculation
with us. Yaakov sent 550 animals as an
appeasement to Eisav, even though
G-d had assured him that He would
protect him. Yaakov's descendants
were destined to offer 550 animals per
year as Musaf sacrifices. (Ed. note: The
number of Shabbatot in a year vary
from 50-55; Rosh Chodeshes can be 12
or 13. Chagim are the same for all years.
Animals of Chagim Musaf total 307.
Shabbat Musaf will add 100-110; R"Ch
adds 132-143. Totals therefore range
from 539 to 560 with an average
somewhere around 550, as the Baal
HaTurim says.)

He instructs his servants what to say
when they meet up with Eisav. 

During the night before his encounter
with Eisav, Yaakov finds himself alone.
(This is one of the sources for the rule
that a person should not go out alone
at night.)
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 Commentaries tell us that
Yaakov returned across the Yabok to
retrieve small flasks of oil that had been
left behind. Some say this was the oil
with which he anointed the altar and
monuments, and that this flask of oil
was the antecedent of the sole flask of
oil found by the Chashmona'im
centuries later. (Take this literally or
figuratively - as you wish. The connec-
tion is still valid.)

Yaakov battles with an ISH (a "man",
whom we are taught is the guardian
angel of Eisav). Yaakov prevails in this
struggle but is injured. He receives an
unusual blessing from the angel in the
form of an additional name - Yisrael.

 Yaakov asks the angel who has
wrestled with him to give him a bracha.
Rashi says that he was asking that the
angel acknowledge the brachot that
Yaakov had received from Yitzchak,
which Yitzchak had originally intended
to give to Eisav. Perhaps what prompts
Rashi to this explanation rather than
the situation being simply that Yaakov
was asking for a new bracha, is the
unusual word BEI-RACH-TANI (which
relates to the past) and not BOR'CHEINI
(bless me now). 

Some say that the ISH he wrestled with
was himself, reflecting the inner turmoil
and mixed feelings he had about his
"history" with Eisav.

Note that the angel does not declare
that Yaakov will no longer be his name,
but rather Yisrael. He does say that it
will no longer be said that he is a
"Yaakov" (one who holds onto his
brother's heel to hold him back) but
rather he will referred to as Yisrael, the
one who prevailed before G-d and man. 

Unlike Avraham, whose previous name
is no longer used after he is renamed
Avraham, Yaakov carries both names. In
fact, the second word after the angel's
declaration of the new name is...
Yaakov. Similarly, when G-d confirms
the name Yisrael upon Yaakov, he
(Yaakov) is still called Yaakov, and
sometimes Yisrael. This is the flavor of
Rashi's commentary on LO YAAKOV,
which he explains: People will no
longer call you "the one who held your
brother back", but they will acknowl-
edge you as having justly prevailed.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
8 p'sukim - 32:31-33:5

The perennial battle between Eisav and
Yaakov, which this battle typifies, is
"commemorated" by the prohibition of
"Gid HaNasheh" [3, L183 32:33]. Even
though the Torah introduces this
mitzva in the context of the story here
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in B'reishit, the mitzva is part of the
Revelation at Sinai, as if it would have
said (later in the Torah): "And G-d spoke
to Moshe saying - command the People
not to eat the Gid HaNasheh..." The only
"negative" mitzva in the book of
B'reishit is this prohibition against
eating the "Gid HaNasheh". Removal of
the "gid" and its innervating branches
in the thigh and leg of the animal, as
well as the fats and flesh in the area, is
required, and difficult. Further prob-
lems result from blood vessels that
must be removed from that part of the
animal's body. The process of removal
of the GID and other vessels is known
as "Nikur" (Hebrew) or "treibering"
(Yiddish/English). It is, in most cases,
not economically feasible to remove
the "gid". The whole hind section of the
animal is generally sold as non-kosher
(thereby removing the GID from the
rest of the animal’s body). This is the
common practice in the U.S. In Israel,
however, where there is not so readily
available a non-kosher market, nikur is
more common. This means that some
fancy hind cuts of meat are available to
the kosher consumer in Israel (a perk of
Aliya?), such as Tenderloin, sirloin,
porter-house, T-bone.

FYI: Perk is short for perquisite. Note
that the Q changes to K in the short,
commonly used term.

The Rambam in his commentary on
Mishna, emphasizes the point about
this mitzva being part of Revelation at
Sinai and not the result of a family
decision following the episode of
Yaakov's battle with Sar shel Eisav. The
mishna in Chullin (7:6) presents a
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dispute as to whether the prohibition
of Gid HaNasheh applies only to kosher
mammals or to non-kosher ones, as
well. Rabbi Yehuda - whose opinion we
do NOT accept - is that the mitzva also
applies to non- kosher animals because
at the time of the event recorded in
Vayishlach, there was not yet a prohibi-
tion of eating non-kosher animals.
Since the prohibition of the Gid
predates Sinai - says Rabbi Yehuda, it
would apply to non-kosher animals too.
The Tana Kama, in maintaining that the
prohibition applies only to kosher
animals stresses the point - which the
Rambam declares as a major principle
of Torah Law - that the isur of Gid is
part of the body of mitzvot from Matan
Torah and was placed in Vayishlach to
give it the context of the story, so that
we will always remember that though
we face many attacks from the Eisavs of
the world throughout the generations,
and though we are often bloodied by
those attacks - yet we will always
survive them and continue until (and
beyond) the 'rising of the sun of
Mashiach' and the Complete Geula,
when our troubles with Eisav will end.
BIMHEIRA V'YAMEINU...

Yaakov sees Eisav and his men coming;
he pushes his family behind him and
repeatedly bows to his brother. Eisav
runs towards him embraces him,
k*i*s*s*e*s* him, and weeps.

 Mishlei 24:16 says: For a
righteous person will fall seven times
and rise up... Baal HaTurim relates this
pasuk to Yaakov's bowing 7 times
before Eisav. 
Finally, Yaakov and Eisav - brothers,
twins! - are face to face, and Eisav runs
towards Yaakov and embraces him,
hugs him, and kisses him. Asterisks on
the word VAYISHAKEI-HU. Specifically,
dots above each letter of the word. The
Scribal minhag is calling our attention
to something important. A message we
dare not overlook or ignore. Rashi
presents us with two opinions: The dots
tell us that the kiss was not sincere
because of his hatred... or, even though
Eisav hates Yaakov, at this moment he
was overcome by genuine feelings of
brotherly love and kissed him with all
his heart. Note that both opinions
accept the fact of life of the eternal
hatred of the Eisavs of the world for the
Yaakovs (us) - they just dispute this
particular kiss.

Eisav asks about the women and
children and Yaakov prepares to
introduce his family to Eisav.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
15 p'sukim - 33:6-20
Yaakov humbles (humiliates?) himself
before Eisav as he presents his family
to him, all of whom bow to Eisav.
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Yaakov presented his wives and 11
children.

 Why did Yaakov hide Dina from
Eisav? Some explain that Yaakov did
not want Eisav to take Dina as a wife
and thereby expose her to his
wickedness. For this, Yaakov was
punished, because Dina might have
been (probably would have?) a positive
influence in Eisav's life. (The very next
portion of the Torah tells us of the
kidnap and rape of Dina and the
subsequent debacle of the revenge
exacted by Shimon and Levi.) Commen-
taries ask whether Yaakov should be
praised, rather than punished, for
protecting Dina. Bartenura says that
Yaakov's reason for hiding Dina was not
the fear of anything negative happen-
ing to her, but the fear that she would
succeed in reforming Eisav, which
would make him worthy of the blessing
that he would dominate his brother.

Eisav asks about the groups of animals
that he met on his way. Eisav at first
refuses to accept the gifts, but
eventually takes them. Then Eisav
suggests that he and Yaakov join
together. Yaakov ada- mantly refuses.

NOTE: At first, Yaakov seems to want to
avoid antagonizing Eisav, even to the
point of humbling himself before his
brother. However, when the possibility
of subjecting his family to the
influences of Eisav is at issue, Yaakov
boldly risks confrontation. Strong
lesson for us to learn well. When we
would be weaker and vulnerable, it
would be folly to agree. (The one who
understands will understand.) 
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[S> 33:18 (3)] Yaakov travels to the
Sh'chem area where he purchases land
and builds a Mizbei'ach.

The land that Yaakov purchased was
later used many years later for the
burial of Yosef's remains.

Chamishi 5th Aliya 
42 p'sukim - 34:1-35:11
[S> 34:1 (31)] Dina (who had been
hidden from Eisav) now goes out to
explore the "local attractions". She is
kidnapped and raped by Sh'chem who
then falls in love with her. His father
(Chamor) proposes an alliance with
Yaakov's family for the purpose of
intermarriage and fusing of their
cultures. Shimon and Levi trick
Sh'chem and his people into
circumcising themselves. When the
people are weakened, Shimon and Levi
kill them to avenge what was done to
Dina. Yaakov is upset at what they
have done (perhaps not - some com-
mentaries say he was upset at not
being consulted in the first place), but
they defend their actions.

[P> 35:1 (8)] G-d tells Yaakov to move
to Beit-El and build an altar there.
Yaakov rids his household of idols. G-d
prevents the locals from pursuing
Yaakov and family to avenge the
killing of the people of Sh'chem. 

Rivka's nurse Devora dies and is
buried. (There is a Tradition that
Rivka died at this point too. Some
suggest that the Torah was silent

about Rivka’s death because Yaakov
was not around to tend to her burial,
only Eisav was.)

Who was D'vora, the nursemaid of
Rivka? Why does she rate mention?
Why is her death mentioned? It has
been suggested that she was one of
Avraham and Sara's "converts", but that
they purposely did not take her when
they went to Eretz Yisrael, with "the
souls they made in Charan". Rather,
they left her as a tutor for Rivka,
someone to teach her and influence
her to become worthy and fitting to be
Yitzchak's wife and a Matriarch of the
Jewish People.

[P> 35:9 (14)] G-d appears once again
to Yaakov and blesses him. He
confirms the new name Yisrael (which
is used alongside the name Yaakov,
each name having different connota-
tions).

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
37 p'sukim - 35:12-36:19
G-d reiterates His promise of the Land
to Yaakov and his descendants. Yaakov
erects another monument to mark the
place at which G-d appeared to him.
Rachel gives birth to Binyamin (11th of
Marcheshvan) and dies in childbirth.
She thanks G-d with her dying breath
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for her having a second son. She is
buried on the "road to Efrata" and her
burial place is marked "even unto this
day".

Reuven UNTRANSLATED  Bilha...

 The Gemara states: Anyone who
thinks that Reuven actually slept with
Bilha, as the literal translation of the
pasuk would indicate, is grossly
mistaken. Some say that Reuven moved
Yaakov's bed from the tent of Bilha -
where Yaakov had placed it after
Rachel's death - into his mother's
(Leah's) tent. The Torah's cryptic
description of what he did is
considered a sharp rebuke of his
actions, which were disrespectful to his
father. Nonetheless, he was motivated
by protective jealousy for his mother
Leah. The Mishna states that when the
Torah was translated into Aramaic
during public Torah reading, this pasuk
was not translated. It was read, but it
was left without TIRGUM so as not to
mislead and confuse the people. This is
a glaring example (of which there are
many more, as well as subtle ones) of
the inability to understand the Written
Word without its inseparable partner,
the Oral Torah. This is so for "story"
parts of the Torah, as well as Halachic
texts. This is the tragedy of the nations
of the world clutching their bibles and
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thinking that they hold in their hands
the Word of G-d. They hold only part of
the Word of G-d which is so easily
misunderstood and perverted in the
absence of its Oral partner.

[P> 35:23 (7)] ...the sons of Yaakov are
12.

 This statement is part of the
same pasuk (although it begins a new
parsha) as the statement about
Reuven's deed. This is considered proof
of the Talmudic statement mentioned
above. Had Reuven actually sinned in
the literal sense of the pasuk, he would
not immediately be acknowledged as
one of the sons of Yaakov, he would
have been ostracized, or worse.
Additionally, he is identified as Yaakov's
B'CHOR in the very next pasuk.

Yaakov's sons are enumerated. Yaakov
returns to his father's home. Yitzchak
dies at 180 and is buried by Yaakov
and Eisav.

[P> 36:1 (19)] Eisav's descendants are
enumerated.

The fact that this is done at this point in
the Torah, before the Torah continues
with the accounts of the family of

Yaakov seems to say: Let's finish up
with Eisav first, before we continue with
the important line of descent. Eisav is a
force in this world, but he is not the
reason for its existence.

Another reason: it might serve as a
rebuke for Yaakov's humbling himself
before Eisav. Call him your master and
you his servant, says G-d, then I will
establish him and his line of royalty in
their own land many years before you
and your descendants are ready for
nationhood and their own kings.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
24 p'sukim - 36:20-43
[S> 36:20 (11)] The Torah continues
with the descendants of Se'ir the
Chori. These are people who lived in
Edom before Eisav's clan received it.
Eisav married Oholivama of Se'ir and
Eisav's eldest son Elifaz took as a
concubine, Timna from Se'ir. Eisav
"had a life" in Canaan, and then when
the clan moved to Se'ir, there are other
wives and sons who become family
heads.

[P> 36:31 (13)] Finally, the Torah
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enumerates the kings that ruled the
city-states of Eisav/Edom/Se'ir, "even
before there ruled a king in Israel".
Israel must still go through many
stages of refinement and pass through
many trials and tribulations before
they are to emerge as The People of
Israel. 

Haftara 21 p'sukim
Book(let) of Ovadya
The ongoing battle between Yaakov
and Eisav is the main theme of the
prophecy of Ovadya. The prophecy
focuses on the ultimate judgment that
Eisav's descendants face; G-d will
emerge as the true King of all. The
Haftara "answers" the question raised
in the sedra as to what are the real
feelings of Eisav to Yaakov.

The Book of Ovadya which we read this
week as our haftara, focuses upon the
sins of Edom depicting the ultimate
destruction of the nation of Edom, the
descendants of Eisav. In identifying
who exactly this prophet was, many
meforshim, including Rashi, follow the
traditional explanation that he was the
self-same Ovadya who appears in Sefer
M'lachim Alef (18), an attendant in the
court of the wicked King Achav. In
fact, the Rabbis point out that the
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choice of Ovadya to deliver this
prophecy against the nation of Eisav
was most fitting as Eisav grew up in
the home of two righteous individuals,
Rivka and Yitzchak, yet failed to learn
proper behavior from them, paralleling
the life of Ovadya who served in the
house of two wicked individuals, Izevel
and Achav, yet failed to be influenced
by their immoral behavior.

And yet, the prophet Ovadya was not
the only navi to offer harsh words to
the Edomite nation. The first Temple
prophets Yishayahu (chapters 34 and
63) Yirmiyahu (chapter 49) and
Yechezkel (chapters 25 and 35), as well
as the Second Temple navi, Malachi
(chapter 1), all cry out against Edom
and proclaim the bitter future that
awaits the descendants of Eisav.

In fact, in Rabbinic writings (and,
according to the approach of various
parshanim) even the Biblical text itself
treats Edom as the archetypical enemy
of Israel throughout the ages. This
portrayal of Edom was so powerful
that it is used in the Talmud as a
synonym for the cruel Roman Empire
and, by the Middle Ages, it became a
symbol of Christianity and the
oppressive treatment the Church
inflicted upon so many Jewish
communities in Europe.

Yet, it is more than curious that Edom
is regarded as such. After all, during
the Biblical period, Israel was
subjugated by far greater empires than
Edom! They were exiled from their land
by Babylonia and Assyria, they were
harassed for many years by the
Philistines and the Arameans, yet none
of these were regarded as a symbol of

Israel's great enemy. In fact, for much
of the First Temple era, Edom was
subjugated by Israel and, even when
she threw off the yoke of Israelite
domination, she hardly posed a threat
to the Israelite kingdom. Why then is
she regarded in such a negative light?

I would suggest that it was precisely
the fact that Eisav was the brother of
Ya'akov yet failed to show any
brotherly compassion that had his
nation become the symbol of the
classic anti-Semite. Our parsha quotes
Ya'akov Avinu beseeching Hashem to
save him from the wrathful Eisav,
saying: "Hatzileini na miyad achi,
miyad Eisav." The seemingly
unnecessary description of Eisav as
"achi", "my brother", seems to indicate
that Ya'akov understood that the fact
that Eisav was his brother made the
threat all the more dangerous. 

Our downfall will not come from
external enemies. It is our own
brothers that can inflict the most
harm upon us as they weaken us from
within. We must always understand
that, no matter the disagreement, the
brotherhood of our nation must never
be compromised. We are brothers even
during internecine conflicts. We are
brothers because we all stood at Har
Sinai. We are all brothers because we
are all the sons of Ya'akov, B'nei
Yisra'el. 

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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So, what is one to do to appease an enemy?
Or should one even consider doing that in
the first place? For we are surely bewildered
when we read in our Parsha that Yaakov
sent messengers ahead to Eisav, addressing
himself to his old adversary as, "Your
servant" - no less than eight times! And we
are perplexed that Yaakov Avinu, whom G-d
had promised to protect, should have feared
Eisav at all!

Indeed some commentators saw in Yaakov's
behavior cause for disdain and criticism:
How do you lower yourself before your
adversary? Moreover, they saw in Yaakov's
concession to Eisav the beginning of the
slippery slope that generations later served
as an example to the Hasmonean dynasty
that made an accord with Edom (Rome)
that, in turn, led to the eventual downfall of
the Second Temple. 

Others, however, see in Yaakov's appease-
ment a positive virtue. For did not R. Yehuda
HaNasi, according to the Midrash, cite
Yaakov's precedent of lowering his honor in
order to find favor in the eyes of the
Emperor Antoninus, addressing him as "Your
servant Yehuda"? 

As for Yaakov's fears: Our rabbis explain that
Yaakov, the Tzaddik, understood that
Hashem's promises to protect him were
dependent on his actions: He was genuinely
afraid for his life (as any general entering
battle), but more so, he felt undeserving of
G-d's protection on account of possible sins
on his part. So, whether or not we would
follow Yaakov's example, for sure we might
want first to check on the status of our
personal virtues… 
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The Struggle of Faith
There are Mozarts and there are
Beethovens. Which are you?

I have only the most amateur
knowledge of music, but the
impression one gets about Mozart is
that, from him, music flowed. There is
something effortless and effervescent
about his compositions. They are not
"sicklied o'er by the pale cast of
thought". He wrote at speed. He carried
the worries of the world lightly.

Not so Beethoven, for whom it
sometimes took years for an idea to
crystallise into its final form, with
countless drafts and revisions and
crossings-out. This was a man who
could be angry with himself and with
the world, for whom creativity was a
struggle from which he emerged
triumphant with work that is rarely less
than strenuous and full of conflict until
its final majestic resolution. The
ethereal, mystical, almost other-worldly
quality of his last compositions, the

sublime late piano sonatas and string
quartets, are the creation of one who
has finally found peace after a life of
wrestling with his own angels and
demons.

All of this is, for me, a way of coming to
understand Yaakov, the man who
became Yisra'el, our father in faith. 

Yaakov is not the most obvious choice
of religious hero. He does not appear -
at least on the surface of the biblical
text - as a man with Avraham's courage
or kindness, Yitzchak's faithfulness and
self-restraint, Moshe's vigour and
passion, David's politics and poetry, or
Yeshayahu's lyricism and hope.

He was a man surrounded by conflict:
with his brother Eisau, his father-in-law
Lavan, his wives, Leah and Rachel, and
his children, whose sibling rivalry
eventually brought the whole family
into exile in Egypt. His life seems to
have been a field of tensions. 
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Then there were his transactions: the
way he purchased Eisav's birthright,
took his blessing, and eventually
outwitted his wily father-in-law Lavan.
In each case he seems to have won, but
then his situation deteriorates. The
episode in which, at Rivkah's request,
he dressed up as Eisav and deceived his
blind father, forced him to leave home
and - as we see in this week's parsha -
left him traumatised with fear at the
prospect of meeting Eisav again.
Almost the same deception he
practised on Yitzchak, he suffered at
the hand of Lavan. Even his escape
from Lavan might have ended in
tragedy, had God not warned him not
to harm Yaakov (Hence the passage in
the Haggada: "Go and learn what Lavan
the Aramean sought to do to our father
Yaakov"). His life as portrayed in the
Torah seems to be a constant series of
escapes from one trouble to the next.

So who and what was Yaakov?

To this there are two radically different
answers. There is the Yaakov of midrash
who even in the womb longed for a
synagogue, who spent his years as a
young man studying in the beit
midrash,  who looked like Avraham
and whose arms were like pillars of
marble.  His motives were always pure.
He bought Eisav's birthright because he
could not bear to see Eisav offering
sacrifices (the privilege of the firstborn)
to idols.  As for his father's blessing, the
very reason Yitzchak became blind in

old age was so that this could be
possible. Eisav was the opposite, a
violent and mercurial character who
had deceived his father into thinking he
was ultra-pious,  but who had - on the
day he came in "tired" from the field -
committed a whole series of crimes
including murder. 

This is an extreme portrayal, but not
without scriptural basis. Yaakov is
called an ISH TAM, which conveys the
sense of simplicity, integrity and
single-mindedness. The plain sense of
the oracle Rivka received before the
twins were born was that "the elder will
serve the younger."  She knew Yaakov
was the son destined to prevail. Besides
which, as Maharatz Chajes says in his
Introduction to the Aggadic Literature,
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midrash paints biblical characters in
moral black-and-white for obvious
moral and educational reasons. It is
difficult to teach children how to
behave if all you have to offer is a series
of studies in ambiguity, complexity and
shades-of-grey.

The other Yaakov, though, is the one
we read in the plain sense of the text.
The obvious question is: why did the
Torah choose to portray the third of the
patriarchs in this way? The Torah is
highly selective in the details it chooses
to relate. Why not paint Yaakov in more
attractive colours?

It seems to me that the Torah is
delivering, here as elsewhere, an
extraordinary message: that if we can
truly relate to God as God, in His full
transcendence and majesty, then we
can relate to humans as humans in all
their fallibility. In every other religious
literature known to me, heroes are
idealised until they no longer seem
human at all. They are Divine or
semi-Divine, perfect and infallible.

There is no one like that in the whole of
Tanach. Even No'ach (righteous,
perfect) is seen drunk and dishevelled.
Even Iyov (blameless, upright)
eventually curses his fate. The man
who, more than any other, epitomises
fallibility is Yaakov. 

And perhaps that is the point. Yaakov
was a Beethoven, not a Mozart. His life
was a series of struggles. Nothing came
easily to him. He, alone of the
patriarchs, was a man who chose to be
chosen. Avraham was called by God.
Yitzchak was chosen before his birth.
Moshe, Yehoshua, Sh'muel, David,
Yeshayahu, Yirmiyahu: these were all
singled out by God for their mission.
Not so Yaakov. It was he who bought
the birthright and took the blessing, he
who chose to carry Avraham's destiny
into the future. 

Not until he was running away from
home did God appear to him. Not until
years later, alone, at night, terrified at
the prospect of meeting Eisav, did God
or an angel wrestle with him. He alone
was given, by God or the angel, a
completely new name, not an
enhancement of his old one but a
completely new identity: "Yisra'el". Even
more strikingly, despite the fact that he
was told "Your name shall no more be
called Yaakov", the Torah continues to
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call him Yaakov, suggesting that his
struggle was lifelong - as, often, is ours.
Were I to choose a soundtrack for the
Yaakov I have come to know, it would
be Beethoven's Hammerklavier Sonata
or his Grosse Fugue, music of such
overwhelming tension that it seems on
the verge of bursting through all form
and structure. Yet it was through these
epic struggles that Beethoven even-
tually reached his own version of
serenity, and it was through Yaakov's
extended wrestling-match with destiny
that he eventually achieved what
neither Avraham nor Yitzchak accom-
plished: all his children stayed within
the faith. "According to the pain is the
reward", said the sages.  That is Yaakov.
There are saintly people for whom
spirituality comes as easily as did music
to Mozart. But God does not reach out
only to saints. He reaches out to all of
us. That is why He gave us Avraham for
those who love, Yitzchak for those who
fear, and Yaakov/Yisra'el for those who
struggle.
Hence this week's life-changing idea: if
you find yourself struggling with faith,
you are in the company of Yaakov-who-
became-Yisra'el, the father-in-faith of us
all. ;
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

On hearing that Eisav and his 400 men
were on the way:

Yaakov greatly feared, and he was
distressed… (32:8)

G-d previously assured him: "Return to
the land of your fathers… and I will be
with you" (31:2). But Yaakov in his
concern took nothing for granted. His
dread of Eisav's possible agenda
reflected the murderous intentions
that had made him run away from
home in the first place.

Rashi highlights the three strategies
that Yaakov then used to prevent or at
least minimize possible harm from
Eisav. He sent him large pieces of his
newly-acquired wealth in the hope
that it would calm his wrath (32:14).
He divided his camp into two sections,
so that at least half of his people
would escape should Eisav physically
attack (32:9). And after he made use of
all the physical courses of action, he
prayed (32:10), humbly placing
himself in G-d's hands, and at His
mercy. He did not merely sit back and
ask G-d to handle it. He did all he
could to prevent and reduce the
impact of an attack, very likely in the
frame of mind that G-d helps those
who help themselves.

Abravanel pays special attention to
the way that Yaakov divided his
company and property into two
camps. He did not divide them
equally, putting half his wives and

children in one camp and half in the
other. He placed them all in the same
camp. The other camp consisted of his
servants, animals, and moveable
objects. Abravanel derives that from
what happened next: "He got up that
night and took his two wives, his two
handmaids, and his eleven sons and
crossed the ford of the River Yabok.
And when he took them and crossed
over the river, he sent over all his
possessions" (32:23-24), meaning his
personal items. 

Thus the River Yabok separated the
two camps.  

Abravanel explains that in so doing,
Yaakov was using an intelligent and
calculated military strategy. He
suggests that in ferrying the camp of
his immediate family over the Yabok
he was not progressing on the way,
but was actually making a detour off
the main road. That was because he
presumed that Eisav and his company
would be approaching up the main
road, and would first run into the
other camp that remained there. That
would let Yaakov play the situation by
ear. Eisav might help himself to the
wealth of that camp, be satisfied, and
abandon the chase. If not, that camp
might delay Eisav, giving Yaakov and
his family a chance to escape.
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"A man's heart may be full of schemes,
but G-d's counsel will prevail" (Mishlei
19:21). Eisav unexpectedly came from
the opposite direction and met
Ya'akov's camp first: "Yaakov raised his
eyes and saw - behold, Eisav was
coming" (33:1). 

Salvation was to come from an
unexpectedly different direction, not
ending in war but in an uneasy truce.

Perhaps in this context, "a man's
heart" should indeed be "full of
schemes" in order that "G-d's counsel
will prevail". We can learn from here
the importance the Torah gives to
optimizing security arrangements and
strategies when in threatening
situations as well as putting oneself in
G-d's hands by means of tefilla.  n
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The Two Faces of Yaakov
by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

According to the Midrash B'reishit
Raba 66, Yaakov's image is engraved
on G-d's Heavenly Throne. In Yaakov's
dream, angels ascended the ladder to
look on Yaakov's image on the
Heavenly Throne, and then descended
the ladder to look on Yaakov on Earth.
The angels were amazed at how both
images were identical. Rav Solo-
veitchik explains, that when a person
sins, his external personality deviates
from his pure, inner self.

However, because Yaakov was without
sin, the faces of the ideal Yaakov
engraved on the Heavenly Throne and
the physical Yaakov on Earth were
exactly the same.

Why did G-d engrave Yaakov's face on
the Heavenly Throne and not
Avraham's face or Yitzchak's face? Rav

Soloveitchik answers, because the face
of Yaakov is not simply the image of
an individual, it is the image of the
Jewish People.

Yaakov, more than Avraham or
Yitzchak, represents the entire nation
of Israel. Yaakov's face engraved on
the Heavenly Throne, demonstrates
that the covenant between Israel and
G-d is permanent and eternal. It is not a
temporary covenant that was concluded
and then abandoned when the Jewish
people sinned and were exiled from
Eretz Yirsael.

G-d's Heavenly Throne symbolizes
permanence and eternity. As Tehillim
93 states "Your Throne stands firm
from eternity; You, G-d, exist
eternally." Just like G-d and His
Heavenly Throne exist eternally so too
do the Jewish People exist eternally.
This idea is what the Midrash means
when it states that Yaakov's image is
engraved on G-d's Heavenly Throne,
which symbolizes eternity. u



OU Israel Center TT 1253  m  page 25    Vayishlach 5778

We give cash for
• Gold jewelry
• Diamonds
• Silverware

    054-219-2428 or *4556
cash4gold.co.il •  absaffran@gmail.com

US Citizenship for your
Children and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary

Specializing in American Immigration
and Naturalization Law for over 30 years

DUE TO PROCESSING DELAYS
EARLY FILING IS ESSENTIAL!

www.wolgelaw.com
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
tel: (02) 590-3444

Member, AILA 
(American Immigration Lawyers Association)

Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP
www.bretzlaw.com

Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:

VAYISHLACH
Unheralded Heroes

You don't hear much about them,
and sometimes you don't even
know their names. But they are the
true heroes and heroines in our
lives and in our times.
As I hope to demonstrate, it was
also true in biblical times that very
important characters in the narra-
tive are hardly mentioned, perhaps
only hinted at.
I first became interested in this
phenomenon shortly after the
events of September 11, 2001. I
was listening to one of my favorite
radio talk shows while driving. The
guest was a professor of sociology
who was insisting, much to the
chagrin of the talk show host, that
the firemen who lost their lives
saving others at the World Trade
Center were not true heroes.
He maintained that a true hero
does something very unusual,
something neither he nor anyone
else typically does. These firemen,
he argued, were simply doing their
duty. They showed up to work in
the morning, went through their
usual routine, and responded to
this assignment as part of their job.

The announcer was horrified by
this professor's opinion and pro-
nounced it a typical example of
"academic snobbery". My gut
reaction was identical to the
announcer's horror. Of course,
those firemen were heroes, great
heroes. And they were heroes by
virtue of the very fact that they
carried out their life-saving duties
with such astounding courage.
Continuing to drive, I began to
reflect upon the question of the
definition of "hero" in the Jewish
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tradition. From the Jewish per-
spective, is a hero some kind of
Superman who behaves in some
extraordinarily dramatic fashion?
Or is the true hero the person who,
day in and day out, does what is
expected of him in a faithful and
diligent manner, humbly and anon-
ymously, never making the head-
lines?
My research soon convinced me
that the latter definition was the
accurate one from a Jewish point
of view. He or she, who dutifully
and loyally does his or her job, be
it in the mundane or the sacred
sphere, is the true hero or heroine.

As an example, let me introduce
you to a personage who is
mentioned in this week's Torah
portion, Vayishlach, although even
if you read the portion carefully,
you may not have noticed her
name. Her name was Devora.

Open your Chumash with me and
turn to B'reishit 35:8. Yaakov, his
wives, and their many children
have returned to the Land of
Israel. They have reached Beit El,

Yaakov's original starting point.
Yaakov erected an altar there.

And then we read: "And Devora,
Rivka's nurse, died and she was
buried... under the oak, and it was
called the 'Oak of Tears'."

Who was this woman, never
mentioned by name before? Why
did her demise evoke such grief?
Why is she important enough to
"make it" into the biblical narra-
tive? 

Now turn back a few pages with
me to 24:59. Here we read that
when Rivka left her birthplace to
journey to the Land of Israel and
marry Yitzchak, she took her nurse
with her. A nurse with no name,
whom we know nothing about until
we learn of her death in this
week's Torah portion.

Our rabbis speculate that nurse
Devora was a major part of the
entire epic drama of Rivka's life
with Yitzchak and Yaakov. They
suggest that she was the one sent
by Rivka to retrieve Yaakov from
his long exile. 
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Our rabbis tell us, too, that she
was nurse to Rivka's many
grandchildren who shed those
many tears under the old oak tree.
Jewish mystical sources even aver
that nurse Devora was reincar-
nated into the much later Devora,
who was a Judge and Prophet in
Israel!
Devora is an excellent example of
someone who "just did her job",
regularly and consistently, and
who had an impact upon three
generations of major biblical
characters, including a matriarch,
two patriarchs, and the forbearers
of the 12 tribes.
She exemplifies the type of person
that the Talmud refers to when it
asks: "Who deserves a place in
the world to come", and answers:
"He who slips in silently and slips
out silently."
Rabbi Akiva, one of the great
Jewish heroes and sages, taught
us a similar lesson. At a critical
juncture in his life, he was inspired
by the fact that a stone is
impenetrable by ordinary means.
But when a gentle waterfall drips
upon stone for hundreds of years,
it succeeds in boring a hole in
stone. Quiet consistency and per-
sistence are the true ingredients of
heroism and strength.
In the Bible, as in all of life, there
are major figures who work behind
the scenes but who are indispens-
able to the important events of
history. They are unheralded and

often anonymous. They are real
heroes too.

In the words of the poet John
Keats, they are the children "of
silence and slow time". They help
us see the truth in that poet's
exquisite words:

"Heard melodies are sweet, but
those unheard Are sweeter." 
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B'reishit 33:10 - And Yaakov said: Please No! If I now have found favor in your eyes,
take the gift from me...

Eisav had just asked Yaakov about all the animals he encountered. Yaakov told him that
they were a gift to him (Eisav). Eisav first responded, 'No thanks, I have plenty, keep
what's yours.

Look at the TROP-note on the words NA. They look the same, but they are different.
The first NA has the note called PASHTA. It appears at the extreme left (end) of the
word. PASHTA is a MAFSEIK note which calls for a short pause after it. The second NA
has a KADMA - looks like the pashta but appears over the accented syllable, in this case,
over the NUN of the word. KADMA is a M'SHAREIT, a "server" and it is followed by the
next word without a pause. The word CHEIN has a PASHTA and is followed by a short
pause. va-YO-mer ya-A'KOV (short pause) AL NA! (short pause) IM NA ma-TZA-ti
CHEIN (short pause) b'ei-NE-cha (slightly longer pause) v'la-kach-TA min-cha-TI
(slightly longer pause) mi-ya-DI (ETNACHTA, longish pause)

One Issue Judaism - Our
Religious Split Personality

by Dr. Meir Tamari  
THE VOICE IS THE VOICE OF YAAKOV,
THE HANDS ARE THE HANDS OF EISAV

When Yitschak heard the pious words
of the one he thought to be Eisav, he
exclaimed, the voice is the voice of
Yaakov. However, after stroking his
hands, he exclaimed that they were
Eisav's. From here Chazal learnt that
prayer would always be the weapon of
Yaakov's descendants while the sword
and the mighty hand are the weapons
of Eisav and his sons. However, this
does not mean that Yaakov depended
only prayer in his battles which would
make his heritage one issue Judaism.

Rather his heritage is a complete,
unified and all-encompassing Judaism
with merely the emphasis moving
temporarily to its various facets.
When Yaakov returned to Eretz
Yisrael, he was met by his brother at
the head of 400 armed men. Rightfully
he feared for the safety of his family
and possessions and so Yaakov
prepared for war but in 3 ways
simultaneously, prayer and gifts of
reconciliation but also militarily. Thus
was set a pattern for his descendants
which militates against a Judaism of
any one single issue, which creates a
split religious personality. The split
personality where ritual is compart-
mented from spirituality, Torah study
from normal human activities and
where spirituality is divorced from
materialism. Instead there is a consis-
tent religious unity. 



OU Israel Center TT 1253  m  page 29    Vayishlach 5778

This unity is found throughout Tanach.
Moshe shows himself as a protector of
his brethren when he kills the Egyptian
taskmaster who was beating a Hebrew
slave but he also upbraids a Hebrew
who was about to strike another person.
Moshe pleads continuously on behalf
of Israel but also kills those who
worshiped the Eigel and the guilty ones
in the story of the women of Amon and
Moav. He is king in Yeshurun and also
Lawgiver in Israel. David is the sweet
singer of Israel whose Tehillim provide
solace and faith for Jews and others
alike. At the same time he is the
founder of Jewish royalty, the general
of Israel's armies, he slays Goliath in
single combat, gathers the funds for
building the Beit HaMikdash and
conquerors the territories for a greater
Israel.
Unity continues in Torah b'al Peh.
Rabbi Akiva who churned mountains
of halacha spend time collecting funds
to finance Bar Kochba's revolt. Shimon
bar Yochai is the father of Jewish
mysticism yet because of this unity,
comments that Yaakov found favor in
Shechem by instituting a stable
currency, building bathhouses for their
health and making markets where they
could buy cheaply. He authored the
Zohar in the cave where he hid from
the Romans pursuing him because of
his being an activist and spokesman for
Jewish nationalism. Rabbi Meir who
said of his relationship with his teacher
Elisha ben Abuha who had become an
apostate, "I ate of his fruit but
discarded the peel-skin." 
Unity is to be found in the realm of
Torah study that for centuries has
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meant all the aspects of Torah. Indeed,
the Maharal drew up a syllabus for the
Jewish educational system which
started in the students early years with
Chumash, Navi and Hebrew language
and grammar. Then later Mishna as a
separate discipline, history, Gemara
and machshava. Thus the unity of
Torah study is achieved and so that we
find all the leading classical commen-
tators and scholars studied, commen-
tated and taught Chumah, Nach,
Mishna, Gemara and machshava.
Furthermore, commentators on Tanach
referred to all the sefarim rather than
seeing them as separate or unrelated
books. Perhaps, the best proof of this
scholarly unity is that despite the great
number of scholars, despite the many
centuries and countries and despite
different political, cultural and social
environments that separate them, there
remained only one Torah. 
Since time immemorial men have
understood that evil is caused by
money and material assets and have
sought ways to conquer it. Some have
chosen to be hermits and others have
lived in monasteries while others set up
socialist or communal societies; all of
them denying private property and the

profit motive. On the other hand, Adam
Smith, founder of modern capitalism,
taught that the enlightened self-interest
of all the players was sufficient to keep
the markets moral thus giving the
system an ethical framework. 
Judaism seeing materialism as part of
the normal living of mankind but also
seeing the evil it causes, relates to it as
it does to all yetzarim; to educate and
limit it so that this too becomes
legitimate but transformed. In the
halachic unity, Choshen Mishpat is part
of the Shulchan Aruch just as Orech
Chayim which deals with the sanctity
of daily living.
"Yisrael in the Midbar were on the
spiritual level at which they could only
sanctify the animal and vegetable
kingdoms as they in the construction of
the Mishkan. After they entered Eretz
Yisrael they were partially united with
their spiritually, so now they could
sanctify even the mineral kingdom but
only to a limited extent. So the walls of
Mishkan Shilo were built of stone yet
the covering was still that of the
mishkan. The appointment of a king
completed their spiritual unity so now
they sanctified even the mineral
kingdom; the whole Beit HaMikdash
was built of stone" (Shem MiShmuel).
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Chazan Starting with
Chazarat Hashatz
Question: As we were finishing up
silent Shemoneh Esrei, an avel came in
and wanted to take over as chazan before
doing silent Shemoneh Esrei. He davened
until Kedusha and planned to continue
silently. People told him to continue
chazarat hashatz out loud. Was it
possible to do this?

Answer: The idea of a chazan
starting chazarat hashatz without
silent Shemoneh Esrei is discussed in
the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim
124:2), based on the Kol Bo (127). In
short, it can be done, but it is not ideal.
Understanding why it is not ideal helps
guide people what to do in different
circumstances. 

The Mishna Berura (124:4) assumes
that the Shulchan Aruch allows the
chazan to do chazarat hashatz without
silent Shemoneh Esrei in a case where
no one else is capable of being chazan.
He does not, though, state why it
should not be done otherwise. The Kol
Bo identified two issues that need
addressing. 

1) If this chazan is reciting Shemoneh

Esrei for others (the tzibur and/or one
who cannot daven himself), how does
he fulfill his own personal obligation?
The Kol Bo says that if his tefilla helps
others, it certainly works for himself;
therefore, he does not need to repeat
Shemoneh Esrei after his chazarat
hashatz. Despite the strong logic, the
Mishna Berura may imply that this is
true only after the fact, but that it is
better for him to do his own
Shemoneh Esrei for himself, indepen-
dent of chazarat hashatz. 

2) How can that which is also serving
as a personal Shemoneh Esrei be done
out loud, which is usually forbidden
because it makes the davener look like
one who does not believe Hashem
hears silent prayers (see B'rachot
24b)? The Kol Bo says this is not a
problem here because he is doing so
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due to pressing circumstances. The
Eliya Rabba (OC 124:3) says that due to
this issue, one with better alternatives
should not make his chazarat hashatz
his first Shemoneh Esrei.

The Magen Avraham (124:3; see
Machatzit Hashekel ad loc.) says that
the main problem is based on the
gemara in Rosh Hashana (34b). The
gemara says that the reason to have a
silent Shemoneh Esrei even though
people can fulfill the mitzva with
chazarat hashatz is to give the chazan
an opportunity to familiarize himself
with what he will be reciting. While
this is not crucial during a standard
tefilla (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 100:1),
it is still a reason to prefer that the
chazan does not start with chazarat
hashatz. 

Is switching to the late-coming chazan
justified because he is an avel? We did
not find classical sources on this.
Among less-known Acharonim, Birkat
Habayit (Einhorn 42:2) allows within
shloshim and on a yahrzeit, but not the
rest of the year. Ishei Yisrael (24:31)
says that any chiyuv of aveilut suffices. 

Who gets to decide which opinion to
follow? According to the Eliya Rabba,
it is a matter of a proper tefilla for the
chazan, and thus up to him (/his

posek). According to the Magen
Avraham, the issue is the chazarat
hashatz's quality, which is the minyan's
call (see interesting application in Igrot
Moshe, OC IV:33). Certainly on a
matter that is about no more than
preferability, this is not the type of
thing to fight about (which, we hope
people have learned, we are never fond
of).

We guess your story occurred at
Mincha (i.e., he was only a few minutes
late), and this is the Kol Bo's context as
well. Regarding Shacharit, if one was
able to get up to Ga'al Yisrael on time,
it is possible to do the same thing;
otherwise, it is complicated (see Bi'ur
Halacha to OC 124:2). Regarding your
question of continuing out loud after
Kedusha, the sources are clearly
assuming that he will be doing so, as he
"fills the shoes" of the chazan for
chazarat hashatz. In any case, he has
no justification to drag the minyan
into a less than ideal chazarat hashatz
(known as heiche Kedusha) or worse
(analysis is beyond our present scope).
After all, there is not an obligation to
let an avel be chazan (Mishna Berura
53:60); Kaddish is enough. In any case,
once the avel started chazarat hashatz,
there was not due cause to revert to
silent mode.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute
Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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LAST CALL
PRE-CHANUKA

Shabbat Parshat VAYEISHEV
Friday-Shabbat, December 8-9

Shiurim by

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Rabbi Neil Winkler

Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
Tidbits, Q&A session, Trivia

275NIS members • subsidies available
10NIS rebate by the end of November

325NIS non-members

Registration & inquiries:
Ita Rochel (02) 560-9125
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock

am
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Parshat VAYISHLACH
December 2nd • 3:00pm

Yaacov Peterseil

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Perek Shira - see p.34

11:10am - resumes Dec 10
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Dec 3rd • 11:10am
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
What Happened to
Masechet Chanuka

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of AMOS

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am Rabbi Poupko's
Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi Josh Gerstein

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

Su/M/W/Th 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

Tuesdays also

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dec 3 - Shabbat vs
the State of Israel

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

3:00pm - Phil Chernofsky
Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

4:15pm
Rabbi Zev Leff
on Pirkei Avot

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA • see p.34
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

10:30am
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendezvous of
Torah & Science

10:15am resumes Dec 13
Rabbi Anthony Manning

Dec 6th • 10:15am
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
The Chashmona'im as a
Paradigm for a modern

Jewish Sovereignty

11:30am 
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg 
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Thursday the Rabbi

gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.34
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the
Messages in Chazal

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster
The Jewish Attitude
towards Christianity

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

Chumash with M'forshim

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

7:00-9:45pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

The Rainbow of
Parshat HaShavua

2:30pm - NOTE NEW TIME
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in the
weekly haftara

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make this shiur a reality

Dec. 7th • 4:15-5:00pm
Story Hour - see p.39

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in the
Book of Sh'muel

Nov 30 - 8:00pm - no charge
THE JOY CLUB
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin
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Rabbi Wein's Fall-Winter
Lecture Series: Motza"Sh
Nov25-Jan20 (except Chanuka)
JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II

More interesting Street Names in the Holy City
HaNassi shul - 24 Ussishkin - 25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

C This Motza"Sh Dec 2nd at 8:00pm Radak St.
Chanuka with Destiny in the

ISROTEL YAM SUF HOTEL
Last 4 days of Chanukah - Sunday-Wednesday

• Rabbis Wein and Taub • Full program for adults and
children • Delicious cuisine with Mehadrin vegetables and

Glatt meat • Still some rooms available

RESERVE NOW for Sunday night, Jan14
PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1930"

Cinema City, Jerusalem at 8PM

Advance ticket - 100NIS, At the door 120NIS

Includes DVD of film worth 100NIS

Sponsors - 750NIS, Patrons - 1500NIS
(which includes a private buffet supper with Rabbi Wein in the lounge)

BEST SEATS GO TO EARLIEST RESERVATIONS

Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54
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Happy Birthday MBCS-MEY       
b

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The long-awaited confrontation
between the brothers Eisav and
Yaakov occurs. At the onset,
Yaakov is quite concerned over the
meeting. He fears that his brother
who is arriving with a band of 400
men will undoubtedly intend to do
him harm. And he knows that his
brother is capable of slaughtering
innocent women and children.
There must've therefore been a
great feeling of relief that overcame
Yaakov when Eisav takes the gifts
that were meant to mollify him.
Yaakov is aware that this is only a
temporary reprieve than that deep
down in his heart Eisav has not yet
accepted the fact that Yaakov is
entitled to the blessings given to
him by his father Yitzchak.
Nevertheless, a temporary reprieve
is also an accomplishment and the
heart of Yaakov certainly must feel
lighter when Eisav departs richer
than when he arrived. 

This struggle with Eisav is repre-
sentative of the struggle of the
Jewish people with the nations of
the world over our long and painful
history. There are ups and downs in
the story, great tragedies and
unbelievable suffering mixed in with
lighter moments of tolerance,
freedom and achievement. But

deep down in the hearts of all
concerned there is the fear that the
last chapter in this struggle has not
yet been written. The unreasoning
hatred of some in this world to the
Jewish people is one of the great
mysteries of the human story. It is
the oldest social disease and
unfortunately it is still virulently
present in today's society. And it
may seem that Eisav cannot be
easily bought off this time.

Yet, after all of the encounters that
we have endured with the different
forms of Eisav in our history, the
rejuvenation of the Jewish people in



OU Israel Center TT 1253  m  page 44    Vayishlach 5778

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

our generations, especially in the
world of Torah and in the achieve-
ments of the state of Israel. To a
great extent we are witnessing a
decline in the influence and power
of the Church and of Western
society generally. Eisav is losing
whatever moral perspective is still
retained from the house of his
parents and from their connection
to the Jewish people over all of the
agents. As such we are witness to
the fulfillment of the verse that the
art Yaakov remained alone. There
are no longer many who think as
we do review the world and its
history through our lenses and
perspective. Yaakov is accustomed
to remaining alone. He has seen
too many fads, ideas, and theories -
social and economic - shine
temporarily and then fade into the
darkness of the past. It is better to
be alone with truth and faith than to
be part of the crowd of markers and
sycophants. The final chapter will
show that the brothers would unite
but under the banner of the faith of
Yaakov. This is a process that
requires patience and wisdom,
items that are always in short
human supply. But the promise
made between the brothers long
ago regarding the judgment of
Mount Zion gives us hope and
vitality to pursue their dream and
make it come to reality. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

VAYISHLACH
B Why does Yaakov choose to
remind G-D that He promised him
that his children will be like the
SAND OF THE SEA (K'CHOL HAYAM)
when he prayed for salvation from
Eisav (32:13), when G-D actually
promised Yaakov that his children
would be as numerous as the DUST
OF THE EARTH (28:14)? And if
Yaakov decided to raise a loftier
image, why didn't he mention the
STARS OF THE HEAVEN as G-D had
promised his father, Yitzchak?

C Why did Yaakov name a city
SUKKOT because of the simple act of
giving his animals booths for shelter
in that location? Shouldn't the
naming of cities be reserved for acts
of significance that occur there?

D What is the connection between
the verse remarking that Yaakov
heard about the horrible thing that
Reuven did (VAYISHMA YISRAEL -
35:22) and the seemingly unrelated
words that follow - AND THE SONS
OF YAAKOV WERE TWELVE?

Rabbi Lipman is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

EISH, EISH, and LEAH besides whom?
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Educate Before Treating
As we reported last time, a recent
session at the American Society of
Reproductive Medicine's (ASRM) annual
meeting held in San Antonio was
dedicated to environmental conditions
that can adversely affect fertility and
healthy pregnancies and births. All
types of factors from caffeine, alcohol,
smoking, pesticides to stress, diet and
lack of sleep were discussed. The
presenters brought a lot of research to
support their claims and decried the
fact that doctors have little training in
proper nutrition and lifestyle habits. As
a result they are not qualified to discuss
these important issues with their
patients who are facing fertility
challenges. 

The day after the conference I spoke at
Queen's College in New York to a group
of students about ways to preserve and
protect their fertility. I drew a lot of
information from the presentations
that I had heard in San Antonio. Most of
the information is intuitive. It makes
sense that we should be more conscious
of what we eat and do more exercise. It
sounds simple that smoking and alcohol
can have damaging effects on our
health in general and our reproductive
health in particular. 

What I found interesting is that this
information is considered new and
worthy of filling a session at a very

respectable academic and professional
meeting. It seems that we are very good
at developing new methods for treating
infertility and we take pride in our
achievements in this field. However we
must not forget that some fertility
problems could have been solved earlier
with good habits and a healthy lifestyle.
If sugar intake has increased exponen-
tially while exercise rates have sharply
declined and these have an adverse
effect on fertility, then maybe we
should invest more time treating these
first. It is commendable that fertility
treatment is available for those who
need it, but it is no less important to
educate about the adverse effect of bad
habits in order to prevent some of those
cases of infertility. 

In recent years we have spoken in
colleges and even high schools to raise
awareness of some of these factors that
may impact fertility. It is encouraging to
see that professional organizations like
the ASRM agree that this is as important
as discussing the latest treatments and
how to solve fertility problems when
they arise. 

Healthy living should be part of our
cultural norms and the Torah instructs
"be very protective of yourselves"
(D'varim 4:15), surely this is an
imperative and a good idea to prevent
problems that may arise if we do not
take good care of ourselves. 

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com
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Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Stunning Brand New Building in Arnona, Spacious

3 rooms, 87m, 16m Mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms, 3rd
floor, handicap access with Shabbat Elevator,
Parking and Storage. 2,150,000NIS

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone building,
1.5 floors up with mirpeset and parking. 
Only 2,490,000NIS

• Baka, charming 90m 4-room garden apartment,
80m private garden, beautifully renovated, on a
quite street, live in the city with a countryside vibe,
one of a kind. 3,500,000NIS

Teachings of the Maharal

THE CHARITABLE
KING MUNBAZ

Netiv Hatzedaka 4:176 - King
Munbaz depleted his treasury and
the treasury that of his predecessor
kings in response to famine in his
land to save his subjects from
starvation.  His brothers joined
against him and said that his fathers
had not only hid away the wealth of
the kingdom but added to it, and
you wasted it away.  Munbaz
answered that his father hid it in a
place that the hand could rule over
it, but he hid it in a place where no
hand could rule over it, as it is
written, "Righteousness and
judgment are the foundation of His
throne" [Ps. 89:15].  My fathers hid
away something that produced no
fruit but I hid away something that
produces fruit, as it is said, "Tell
each righteous person that it is
good, for they shall eat the fruit of
their deeds" [Isai. 3:10]. [Rabbi David
Kimchi [14th century] explains this
verse to mean tell the world about
the rewards of the righteous in the
world-to-come.]  My fathers hid
away wealth and I hid away souls,
as it is said, "Fruit of a righteous one
is a tree of life, and a wise man

acquires souls" [Prov. 11:30].  My
fathers accumulated wealth for
others and I accumulated for myself,
as it is said, "for you it [returning the
security blanket to the poor person]
will be an act of righteousness
before Hashem" [Deut. 24:13].  My
fathers hid their wealth for this
world, and I hid mine for the
world-to-come as it is said, "your
righteous deed will precede you and
the glory of Hashem will gather you
in" [Isai.58:8].

Six things are mentioned by
Munbaz correspond to the six
blessings rewarded for charitable
acts that Rabbi Yitzchak noted [BB
9b] (see Toldot tidbit).  Charity is the
place where the hand does rule, and
has fruits as we know from the six
items that have fruit in this world.
That charity is the treasury of souls
is understood as the poor being
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www.gabairealestate.com
SAIDOFF – over 130m, 3 spacious bedrooms,
large living area, upgraded kitchen, 21st floor,
exceptional views. Pool, gym, 24-hr guard.
Walking distance to Shaarei Chesed, Nachlaot
and the Kotel. Storage and parking

EFRAT - New on the market in Zayit! Brand
new cottage with over 200m in the popular
Village project. Upgraded 5 bedroom property
plus basement and parking. Large outside
space, great view, perfect family home.

RECHAVIA, Narkis 9a – 60m, 1 bedroom, 1 full
bathroom. Well-lit and quiet. First floor access
with no stairs. The nicest building on the street.
Private underground parking in Tabu. 
Asking 2,200,000NIS

REAL FIND NEAR BAKA – 125m penthouse,
with private roof and breathtaking view of the
Old City walls, Shabbat elevator, 2 parking
spaces and storage. Only 3,000,000NIS

GERMAN/GREEK COLONY – Rare property
of 150m on one level, unique building, large
succah balcony, in incredible condition,
parking, storage and Shabbat elevator.
Asking: 6,000,000NIS

HEART OF OLD KATAMON – quiet street,
new building, luxurious 150m, renovated,
storage, parking, Shab. elevator, succah balcony

NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir – New on the
market! New building, parking, storage,
Shabbat elevator, balcony. 3 bedrooms incl. one
en suite. Asking $1,050,000

FOR RENT in EFRAT - ZAYIT - 6-bedroom,
4 bathroom house with option to remain fully
furnished. Storage space, huge wrap around
outside yard with pergola, fully equipped gym
and brand new high-end renovation! Total
move-in condition. For long or short-term

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

- Thermal Camera + Moisture Reading
- Mold and Bacterial testing
- Waterproofing, insulation, Pipe replacement
- Professional American painting

saved from starvation giving their
souls life.  That charity is the
treasury of the world-to-come is
understood considering that its
reward is in the world-to-come.
Charity informs the righteousness of
those who perform it, and therefore
redound to the benefit of the doer,
which Munbaz calls accumulating
wealth for himself by giving charity.

MDK - Talmud and Josephus tell of a
Parthian nation in 1st century BCE
whose queen, Heleni and her sons
converted to Judaism and were
helpful in the defense of Judea
against Rome and support of the
Beit Hamikdash.  Her second son
Munbaz II was a famed human-
itarian.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Silhouettes of animals that Yaakov sent
as gifts to Eisav - each has the numbers
of male and female animals in the gift s
The ribbon bow among animals -
because they were a gift to Eisav s Two
jugs that Yaakov went back for s
Emblem of the World Wrestling
Entertainment (for Yaakov vs the ISH) s
The SOLD sign over the FOR SALE sign is
for the purchase of the land in the
Sh'chem area by Yaakov Avinu for 100
K'sita s D'vora (the bee)... Rivka's
nursemaid s was buried under the
"crying tree" s Baby carriage for
Binyamin s Sword was used by Shimon
and Levi to avenge what happened to
Dina s Die with six dots, for the dots over
VAYISHAKEIHU s Eisav attempted to bite
Yaakov's neck during the hug and "kiss"
and Yaakov's neck changed to resemble
a pillar of marble s building of the Sukka
represents Yaakov's building sukkot for
his flocks and naming the place where he
did it Sukkot (B'reishit 33:17) s BELA
LUGOSI, who played Dracula, namesake
of BELA, a king of Edom. BELA was also
the name of a king of S'dom - and a
neck-biting blood-drinker, Eisav hoped
to be one s flag is that of Yemen,
TEIMAN in Hebrew, first named son of

ELIFAZ, son of Eisav s Kever Rachel is for
Kever Rachel s The kaffiya-clad actor is
Omar Sharif. Omar is a grandson of
Eisav's, a son of Elifaz, brother of Amalek
s ALVIN the chipmunk - counterpart in
the sedra is ALVAN (close), grandson of
SEI'IR, a CHORI s 999 kilo, which is almost
a metric ton, but not quite. We can say
that it is not a ton, LO-TON or LOTAN, a
son of SEI'IR the CHORI s Quarter is a
fourth (of a dollar). In Hebrew, fourth is
R'VI'I, which is the name of one of the
Torah notes - In the Torah, it is above the
word KATONTI (some Chumashim have a
different note there) s After Alice drank
from the bottle that said Drink Me, she
became very small, and might have used
the same word as Yaakov had used, had
she spoken Biblical Hebrew s FEZ with
an L and an E on it. It stands for ELIFAZ,
Eisav's son s King Solomon's Mines is the
title of a book and a movie - the location
of those copper mines is the valley of
TIMNA, who was a concubine to Elifaz
and mother of AMALEK s IDF insignia of
ALUF [the word ALUF occurs 32 times in
the Torah - all in Vayishlach and nowhere
else. There are another 17 occurrences in
different books of Tanach.] s Barry
Goldwater - MEI ZAHAV s shovel is for
SHOVAL s Citrus = HADAR s the Magen
David with the olive branch (we don't
remember - maybe you do. If so, let us
know - tt@ou.org) s And that's Teddy
Stadium in Malcha, a.k.a. MANACHAT, as
in the grandson of SE'IR HACHORI, son of
SHOVAL s And Rav Ovadiya Yosef zt"l



OU Israel Center TT 1253  m  page 51    Vayishlach 5778

FOR RENT OLD KATAMON -  Rachel Imeinu St.
- Beautiful Penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 
2 large terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive.
9800NIS a month
OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE PARK - 3 rooms
with process of Tama 38, stone building, first floor,
balcony, good shape, quiet. 1,980,000NIS
ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA - Nice 4.5 rooms, stone
building, third floor, succa balcony, in good shape, large
storage room, only 2,000,000NIS
RECHAVIA - Large 2.5 rooms, ground floor, access
without stairs, stone building, 2 balconies, good shape,
sunny, in green area, 2,300,000NIS 
HEART OF OLD KATAMON  - 3 rooms + separate
unit, ground floor, access with no stairs, exit to garden,
renovated, good investment! Quiet, Exclusive.
2,680,000NIS
GANEI TZION CLOSE to KATAMON - Beautiful 
4 rooms, modern building, Shabbat elevator, Succa
balcony with view, master bedroom, parking, storage
room, 3,100,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - new penthouse, 5 rooms, 170m,
one level, small modern building, Shabbat elevator,
large terrace, 50m living room, 2 parking slots, storage
room, good price, exclusive

by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Yaakov & Yisra'el
Adapted from Midbar Shur, pp. 200-209

Twice Yaakov was informed that his
name had been changed to ‘Yisrael':
first by an angel who wrestled with
him at Peniel, and later by God
Himself. 

“Your name will no longer be said to
be Yaakov, but Yisrael. You have
struggled before God and man, and
you have overcome” (B'reishit 32:29). 

Why was it necessary to change
Yaakov’s name? What is the
significance of the names ‘Yaakov’
and ‘Yisrael’? 

More puzzling is the fact the change
was not irrevocable. Once Avram
became Avraham, his former name
was never again used. But even
though Yaakov’s name was changed
to Yisrael, he still retained his former
name. Why? 

The Dangers of Nationalism
It is commonly accepted that
countries have the right to expand
their influence and possessions, even
at the expense of neighboring
countries. Many enlightened rulers
have spilt much blood in order to
advance their empire and national
wealth, without concern for other
peoples. Human morality has
progressed enough to admit that one
should not seek to gain at the

expense of others - but this is usually
restricted to the realm of the
individual. 

Even those who do not advocate war
and conquest are nonetheless con-
cerned almost exclusively with the
prosperity and well-being of their own
country. The fact that all people are
created in God’s image is conven-
iently ignored. 

One might think that the Torah also
condones this outlook. After all, were
not the Israelites commanded to
conquer the Land of Israel and defeat
the Canaanites? But if we wish to be
intellectually honest, this is unten-
able. Why should God, Whose mercy
is extends to all creatures, seek to
harm His own creations? 

In truth, all are equal before God, and
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers
B The Kli Yakar (as we learned in a
previous PPP) teaches that the
symbolism of the SAND OF THE SEA
described a people who are numer-
ous but are still susceptible to attack
from their enemies, like the waves
attacking the dry land. Just as the
sand stops the waves from damaging
the land, so too G-D will save the
Jewish people from these attacks.
Since Yaakov was praying for G-D to
save him from Eisav's army, he chose
the image of salvation from attack.

C The Ohr HaChayim answers that
Yaakov was the first person to ever
treat his animals with love and care to
the point of providing them with
shelter of this kind. Therefore, this
was a significant event which was
worthy of the naming of a city, from
which the rest of mankind could
learn.

D The S'forno explains that this
seemingly unrelated phrase noting
that Yaakov had 12 sons teaches that
Yaakov had no doubt that Reuven
immediately repented for the terrible
act which he did, and therefore was
still worthy of being one of his
children and a leader of a tribe.

the ultimate goal is the complete
happiness of all creatures. However,
the perfection of humanity requires
the unique contribution of a special
people who enlighten and educate
the world. Such a nation needs to
remain separate in order to accom-
plish its task, much like the mind
which is separate from the body. 

Thus, the Torah only permits warfare
when it will advance the world’s
betterment. Before waging an elective
war (not in self-defense or in order to
conquer the Land of Israel), the king
must obtain the approval of the
Sanhedrin and the prophetic Urim
v'Tumim worn by the Kohen Gadol.
This consultation confirms that the
proposed action is in accordance with
God’s Will. 

Avraham’s Universalism
Avraham’s original name, ‘Avram,’
means ‘father of Aram’. Since
Avraham needed to widen his
horizons and look beyond the welfare
of his own people, he was renamed
‘Avraham’ - ‘the father of many
nations’. This new name indicated
that Avraham should work towards
the betterment of all peoples. In fact,
it was forbidden to use his former
name. Doing so would imply that
God’s unique relationship with
Avraham stemmed from some
special concern for the nation of
Aram. 

While Avraham belonged to all
humanity, he was also the beginning
of a separate, distinct people. His son
Yitzchak similarly combined these
two qualities: universal concern for all
nations, and separation to safeguard
his holiness for future generations. 
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In Yitzchak’s twin sons, however,
these traits were separated. Eisav
was a “man of the field”, an outgoing
personality who integrated with the
rest of the world. Yaakov, on the other
hand, was a scholar who kept to
himself. He was “a quiet man,
dwelling in tents” of Torah study. 

Yaakov’s Special Identity
The name Yaakov refers to his
grasping Eisav’s heel (eikev) when
they were born. From the very start,
Yaakov tried to hold back Eisav’s
drive to integrate and assimilate. To
maintain his special identity, Yaakov
held Eisav back with his hand. The
hand is a metaphor for the practical
(‘hands-on’) aspect of mitzvot which
distinguish and separate the Jewish
people from other nations. 

As long as the world has not
sufficiently advanced, and the true
purpose of the mitzvot is concealed,
Yaakov will retain his original name.
The mitzvot enable him to inhibit the
Eisav-tendencies towards assim-
ilating into the rest of humanity. 

In the future, the Torah’s light
will radiate over Yaakov. Eisav
will recog- nize that his
approach of assimilation before
its time led him to be lost and
corrupted.

[Here, Eisav is a metaphor for
Christianity. In his work Orot,
Rav Kook denounces Christian-
ity as an offshoot of Judaism
which made the critical mistake
of assuming that Israel’s
spiritual potential was already
fully realized, and the time was
ripe to convert all of humanity.]

And Yaakov will no longer need to
‘hold back Eisav’s heel’. The primary
function of mitzvot will no longer be
to prevent assimilation among the
nations. When the triumphant
splendor of greatness will shine on
Israel, and the nations will be drawn
to follow the light of his Torah, how
could he lower himself from his
elevated stature? Yaakov will be
recognized as Yisrael - ‘he will lead’
(from the Hebrew word sar, meaning
‘leader'). All will recognize that it is
suitable for Israel to remain apart, just
as a leader must maintain distance in
order to lead and instruct. 

But even then, the name Yaakov will
not be discarded. Even in the
Messianic Era, the mitzvot will still
serve to ‘hold back Eisav’s heel.’ 

“Many nations will go, saying, let us
rise up to the mountain of God, to the
house of Yaakov’s God” (Yeshayahu
2:3). 
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Vayeitzei

Kupat Cholim Maccabi patients also in kupa clinics

WHO ARE YOU?
Yaakov knew that when he met up
with Eisav after all the years of
estrangement, it was likely to be a
moment of great tension.

So he put together a peace offering of
flocks and herds, entrusted them to
his servants and added, "When Eisav
my brother meets you and asks you,
'Whose are you? Where are you going?
Whose are these things before you?',
you shall say, 'They are your servant
Yaakov's - a present sent to my lord
Eisav'" (B'reishit 32:18-19).

Note that Yaakov mentions three
questions ("Who do you belong to?"
"Where are you going?" "Whose are
these things?") but he equips the
servants with an answer only to the
third and not to the others.

The actual questions are echoed in
Pirkei Avot 3:1 in the famous saying of
Akavya ben Mahalalel, "Look at three
things and you will not come into the
power of transgression - Where do
you come from? Where are you going?
Before whom will you have to give
account and reckoning?"

In Eisav's case, Yaakov had the
instinct to know that only the
non-philosophical question, the one
about the material gifts, would have
any meaning. After all, was not the
brothers' initial estrangement about
material things - lentil soup when
Eisav was famished, and prosperity as
the choicest blessing?

Eisav might utter philosophical
questions but probably only as a
matter of course. What really
interested him was much more
concrete than concepts.

We, however, as the descendants of
Yaakov, know that whilst possessions
matter, in the long run what is really
worthwhile is higher than all the
flocks and herds in the world.

To understand yourself ("Who do you
belong to?") and to have a sense of
destiny ("Where are you going?") -
this is what the family of Yaakov
have always rightly prized.

Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple blogs at www.oztorah.com
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Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the
globe. Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host
communities through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. 
These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

The Land that Guards Us by Rabbi Moshe Lichtman

In 1933, when Hitler (yimach shemo)
rose to power in Germany, one of the
heads of the Radin Yeshiva asked the
Chafetz Chayim about the fate of the
Jews. After all, the wicked one
announced his goal to annihilate the
Jewish people (G-d forbid). The Chafetz
Chayim answered: “He shall not
succeed! No one has ever succeeded in
destroying our nation in the lands of
our dispersion. The verse says explicitly:
If Eisav comes to one camp and smites
it, then the remaining camp will
escape” (B'reishit 32:9).

The questioner understood that the
danger was imminent, and he
continued to ask innocently: “If the
oppressor succeeds in destroying a
portion of the Jewish people (G-d
forbid), who will be the remaining
camp that will escape?” “This, too,”
replied the Chafetz Chayim, “is stated
explicitly in Scripture [in this week’s
haftarah]: “On Mount Zion there will be
a remnant, and it will be holy (Ovadya
1:17).”

The questioner left the Chafetz
Chayim’s presence completely shaken
and agitated over the imminent
destruction of European Jewry. Yet he
felt confident that our Holy Land would
be saved. (Chafetz Chayim Al HaTorah)

This may, perhaps, explain why the first
thing Ya’akov did after escaping

unscathed from Eisav’s clutches was to
buy a piece of land in Eretz Israel:
“Ya’akov arrived whole in the city of
Shechem… and he encamped before
the city. [Then] he bought the portion
of land upon which he pitched his tent,
from the sons of Chamor, the father of
Shechem, for one hundred kesitas”
(33:18-19). Ya’akov understood that the
best way to ensure Jewish survival is to
build up the only true safe-haven the
Jewish people have: Eretz Israel.

But there is another reason why
Ya’akov bought the field in Shechem:
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

Ibn Ezra comments on the above-cited
verses: “The Torah mentions this to
demonstrate that Eretz Israel has great
virtues, and he who has a portion in it is
considered as [if he has] a portion in the
World-to-come.” Ya’akov was not only
running away from oppression; he was
also running towards a higher spiritual
plane.

So, whether you wish to return to the
Jewish homeland to escape present or
future persecution or to attain a portion
in the World-to-come, follow Ya’akov
Avinu’s example and buy a portion in
the Land before it is too late.
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While you are
celebrating
Chanuka, please
help us provide

food & necessities for poor and
needy families, so that they can
also have a joyful holiday

Please send your donations to the
Clara Hammer
Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
tel. (02) 581-0256

gpekd yng

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

When my children were younger they
used to enjoy singing songs from the 613
Torah-Avenue tape series. In Cheryl
Knobel and Rivkah Neuman's song for
Parasht Vayishlach they write:

Vayishlach Yaakov Malochim L' fonov;
And Yaakov sent messeng ers  to Esav.  

Esav was  coming  with four hundred men
-Yaakov davened to Hashem.  

For milchama we must prepare -
He told his  family,  'Have no fear`".  

These simple lyrics beautifully sum up
Yaakov's complex approach: Yaakov
begins with prayer, but at the same time
teaches us that this is not enough - he
must take practical steps in order to
safeguard his loved ones. Yaakov's
this-worldly preparations do not diminish
his confidence in heavenly assistance.
Yaakov's example provides us with a
religious lesson of the utmost importance
as to the relationship between Hishtadlut
and Bitachon - human effort and trust in
the Divine. In the words of Rabeinu
B'Chayei even if a sick person is
provided with the best medical care
possible, he must nevertheless daven to
Hashem. "The horses should be ready for
the day of war but the salvation is with
Hashem" (Mishlei 21:31). Even if we
amass the most advanced weaponry
modern technology has to offer, we must
understand that ultimately victory
depends on Hashem.

 Rashi tells us that Yaakov had adopted a
three-fold strategy - Doron, Tefilla and
Milchama - gifts (-bribes), prayer and
war. Throughout Jewish history, when
faced with an imminent danger, the
prevailing Jewish response has been that
of Doron and Tefilla. The third aspect of
Yaakov's preparation - readying oneself
for waging war - had rarely been resorted
to in the post Biblical period. With the
establishment of the Medina the situation
has changed dramatically. During World
War II, fighting against the Nazis was
extremely difficult. Today, waging a war
has become a real option of self-defense
against those who dare threaten us with
annihilation. Most everyone realizes that
"our horses must be ready", and therefore
our able-bodied men must be trained to
conduct warfare. Even as some continue
to fight against conscription there are
more and more frameworks designed to
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accommodate and train Chareidi soldiers
entering the IDF. Today, though, horses
are not enough… In order to be prepared
for the technological threats of
twenty-first century warfare, computer
conversant, cyber efficient, soldiers must
take the lead. One of the institutions that
addresses this need, is a Hesder-type
yeshiva for Chareidi students, where
Torah study is combined with a degree in
computer-science thereby preparing the
students both for their army service as
well as for their future lives.

Returning to Yaakov and his prepara-
tions for the meeting his brother Eisav,
the Torah spells out Yaakov's basic
strategy: Realizing the imprudence of
leaving all his eggs in one basket (or in
the words of the Ramban, storing all of
his money in one pile), Yaakov divides
his encampment in two, saying: "If Eisav
comes to one camp and smites it, V'haya
Hamachaneh Hanishar lifleita - the
remaining camp will escape" (B'reishit
32:9). This is a lesson for future
generations facing similar existential
threats. At the onset of World War I, at a
time of great havoc and destruction, the
Chofetz Chayim who was very
concerned for the welfare and future of
his Yeshiva and its Talmidim, performed
a Goral HaGra and this pasuk appeared.
B'reishit 32:8 "and he divided the people
- into two camps" "Vayachatz et Haam
Asher Ito… L'shnei Machanot" - upon
which the Chofetz Chayim immediately
decided to divide the Yeshiva, half
stayed in Radin while the other half went
deep into Russia.

The Chofetz Chayim is reported to have
had recourse to this verse once again in

the year 1933 after Hitler's rise to power.
The Ponovitcher Rav, deeply worried by
Hitler's cursed aspirations, turned to the
Chofetz Chayim in order to discuss the
future of European Jewry. Quoting the
pasuk from our Parsha, the Chofetz
Chayim replied that no matter what else
happens we can be certain that at the end
of the day there would be a remaining
camp, a Machaneh Hanish'ar Lifleita.
The Ponovitcher Rav further asked about
the future of European Jewry to which
the Chafetz Chayim replied with a quote
from this week's Haftara: "V'har Zion
Tihyeh Pleita"- and the Mount of Zion
shall remain as a remnant (Ovadia 1:17).

One last point to take notice of is the
nature of Yaakov's fear. Rashi following
a Midrash, writes that Yaakov "was
afraid of being killed and distressed lest
he kill others". A different Midrash
suggests that Yaakov's fear stemmed
from his appreciation of the Mitzva of
Yishuv Ha'aretz. Yaakov knew that
during the long years in which he
dwelled outside of the Land, Esav lived
in Eretz Yisrael. He feared that his
learning and mitzvot in Chutz La'Aretz
could be trumped by Eisav the Rasha
demanding credit for the mitzva of
Yishuv HaAretz! 

We must learn from Yaakov Avinu not
only how to meet potential dangers
head-on, navigating correctly the tension
between Bitachon and Hishtadlut, but to
not underestimate the spiritual signifi-
cance of living in the Chosen Land. We
must translate this appreciation into
concrete practical steps - seize the
opportunity to do so today!

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

Tasty, full-sized sandwiches (on whole wheat or white roll) will be sold for
25minutes prior to Main Hall JewishVideo showings - ONLY 15NIS! Hot drinks for 5NIS

MON Dec 4th - 12:30pm • Main Hall • 2 hrs total • Double Feature
Out of Spain - Jerusalem Which Was In Sepharad 

- First time showing - Brilliant documentary on Sephardi Jewry; Part 8 (final part)
"The Eternal Jew of Majorca" - AND - From Toledo to Jerusalem - 
Journey from Spain to Eretz Yisrael, retracing the steps and history of Sephardic
Jewry in Ladino and in song. A film of history, tradition, culture, lovely music

TUE Dec 5th - 12:30pm - Main Hall • 2 hrs • FIRST TIME SHOWING

Out of the Ashes - Dr. Gisella Perl, imprisoned in Auschwitz, forced to
work with Mengele. Saved countless lives there, lost her parents, husband, son,
brother. Made it to the US where she was accused of war crimes, being Nazi
collaborator, assistant to Mengele. Powerful dramatization of true story

WED Dec 7 - 12:45pm • MAIN HALL • 1½hr • Back by Popular Demand

Against All Odds - Israel Survives Wartime miracles that
saved Israelis - and saved Israel. ‘48, ‘67, ‘73 - and 3000 years earlier.
Interviews with the people who lived through miracles of Biblical
proportions and reenactments tell these incredible stories explained
only by Divine Intervention. Terrific film! WARNING: graphic scenes

THU Dec 8th - 12:45pm •  Main Hall • 1½ hrs • The Juggler - One of
first movies filmed in Israel. Kirk Douglas as a survivor who lost his wife
and children in the Shoah; arrives in Israel in '48; psychologically
disturbed from his experiences; unable to adjust to life; gets into legal
trouble. Moving story and an interesting look at first days of the state -
LOVED BY OUR AUDIENCE!

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Breitowitz's SUN morning shiur

is sponsored by
Mel & Pessy Krausz David
Wishing Mel a refuah shleima:

Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

To sponsor a shiur, call Chana (02) 560-9128

Upcoming at the OU Israel Center
Thursday, Dec. 7th • 8:00pm

The Downfall of
Yehuda HaMaccabi!
Lessons in Faith • Stories from Tanach
by Menachem Gottlieb
Admission 20 NIS
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Root and Branch Association Lectures
at the OU Israel Center, Jerusalem
Sunday, Dec 3rd • 7:30pm

"Israel and 
the United Nations"
Mr. Chanoch Ne'eman
MA in Human Rights and 
Transitional Justice,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

and
Thursday, Dec 7th • 7:30pm

"Advocacy
 Through Tourism:
 Guest Relations in

the Lens of Helping
Israel's Image"

Mr. Jeremy Dery
Guest Relations Manager,

David Citadel Hotel
Program Chair: Dr. Les Glassman
(MC: Mr. Lowell Joseph Gallin)
Regular fees • Info: 054-200-1268

The Israel Center and the Ol d C i ty  Free L oan Associ a ti on Gemach - Free Loan Society
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

Tuesday, December 5th • 7:30pm
at the OU Israel Center

David Kilimnick's
One-Man Comedy Show

'The Aliyah Monologues:
Defending Israel'

The Expat, David, takes you back to the story
that brought him and kept him in Israel. First
allowing you into his world of funny, David

recounts the experiences that led him to the
realization he must share the beautiful Israel

and take down the naysayers. From a place of
total objectivity, truthful about himself, David

does Hasbara his way...all while suggesting
changes, and letting Olim know how to act.

David was honored to be the first Israeli
to make it to the finals of the Laugh

Factory's 'Funniest Person in the World'
Contest.

Entrance:
25nis - members of OU Israel Center
30nis - students, soldiers & seniors;

40nis - others

Reservations: 050-875-5688

www.davidkilimnick.com
Next week's TT 1254 (Vayeishev)

will IYH have the Chanuka section

HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest Standards,
Licensed, Guaranteed, Kashering, Dati,

References

CALL YONA NOW
052-309-8891
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PRAYING
Yaakov teaches us a lot about
prayer. 

In last week's portion, when Yaakov
left Be'er Sheva the verse tells us
that "VAYIFGA BAMAKOM - he
encountered the place" (28:11).
Rashi says that this was HAR
HAMORIAH ...the site of the
binding of Yitzchak and the site the
Beit HaMikdash would be built on.
Rashi also tells us that VAYIFGA
means that he prayed. His
encounter was not with a geograph-
ical location, but with Hashem.
Since the verse states that this took
place just before he went to sleep
for the night, the Rabbis say we
learn from here that he instituted
Ma'ariv, the evening prayer. He
needed to pray for his survival in his
confrontation with Lavan.

In this week's portion, we see
Yaakov preparing for his meeting
with his brother Eisav. He doesn't
know how his brother will react
towards him, so he prepares for all
possibilities; he prepares a gift to
give to Eisav in order to appease
him, and for a battle in case Eisav
wants to fight. He also prays to
God. Yaakov teaches us that no

matter what actions we may take -
we must always pray to God for
providence in our endeavors. 

Since Yaakov instituted the prayer
of Maariv, now is a good time to talk
a bit more about that prayer. 

Even in our modern day existence
with electricity and the ability to
illuminate the darkness - nighttime
is a scarier time than the day. The
night represents darkness, judg-
ment and suffering. 

Yaakov had his most intense
religious experiences at night - the
vision of the ladder stretching from
earth to heaven with the angels
ascending and descending. During
that vision, God promised Yaakov
that "I will protect you wherever you
go" (28:15). Ma'ariv represents our
trust in God during the dark and
dangers of the night. 

Like Shacharit and Mincha, Ma'ariv
has its basis in the Mikdash.
Though no sacrifices were offered
at night, any parts leftover from a
sacrifice, that had not been burned
during the day, could be placed on
the mizbei'ach and burned at night.
(B'rachot 27b-28a). Since in Temple
times there was no special sacrifice
during the night, Maariv is different
from the other two prayers,
Shacharit and Mincha, and therfore
the Amida during Ma'ariv is not
repeated. 

Ma'ariv is shorter than the morning
service, but if one takes a closer
look they will notice that it has
similar sections to the morning -
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Ed. note: On the next pages you will find an
article, which we are presenting as a public
service. After reading the article, I realize that
many people will not follow all of the details,
but all TTreaders should at least be aware
that legal details of joint ownership of
property differ between the United States
and Israel (not to mention other countries).
Our inclusion of this article in TT should not
be construed as an endorsement of Mrs.
Jutkowitz (although we are convinced that
she is both knowledgable and experienced in
these matters). Readers should consult their
own lawyer, Rav, knowledgable friends and
relatives before acting upon the information
contained in this article. What you do or not
do with this information is up to you alone.

VHU RACHUM said during Ma'ariv
- is a prelude to prayer that is
equivalent to the P'SUKEI D'ZIMRA
said in the morning. BARCHU - is
said in both. They both have two
blessings before and one after the
SH'MA that speak about the three
key elements of our faith: creation,
revelation and redemption. Ma'ariv
has an additional blessing of
"HASHKIVENU - help us lie down",
which has no parallel in shacharit,
but which is a specific prayer for
protection against the dangers of
the night. 

May God hear our prayers and be
with us during dark times and save
us from enemies like Lavan and
Eisav as He did for our ancestor
Yaakov. 

WE LEARNED THAT YAAKOV
instituted the evening prayer last
week in the episode of his sleeping
among the stones. The verse tells
us that Yaakov arrived at "the
place", the sun was setting so he
picked up stones, placed them
around his head and slept there. In
the morning he awoke and he took
"the stone" from under his head and
made it into a monument. At first
the verse refers to many stones -
then only to one. Rashi says all the
stones were fighting because they
wanted Yaakov to rest his head
upon just them, so God made them
unite into one stone. 

With the beginning of the cold rainy
season, I thought it was appropriate
for a good "stone soup" - from that
famous children's story. The hungry

traveler put in one stone and then
all the inhabitants added another
ingredient that they brought from
home making one delicious soup
together. You don't need to put a
stone in this soup - but add any
vegetables you like. The list here is
just a suggestion. Serve it with
round croutons to look like stones.

STONE SOUP 
4 cups chicken broth
3 carrots, chopped
3 potatoes, chopped
2 onions, chopped
1 celery rib, chopped
1 squash, chopped
1 can diced tomatoes
1 can corn
1 cup frozen green beans
Salt & pepper to taste

Boil fresh vegetables in broth until
soft. Add the rest of the ingredients
and cook for another 10 minutes.
Serve with round croutons. N
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"Ownership" in the US vs. Israel
and the Halachic Implications
by Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq.

A few years before their deaths, Mr. and
Mrs. Bloom (fictitious names through-
out) left money in a Trust vehicle for
their only daughter, Chana, who had
five brothers. Subsequently, Chana
married Moshe Klein and, together,
they bore six children, the youngest an
only son. By now, the Kleins,
grandparents to children of both
genders, greatly appreciated the
Bloom's foresight in ensuring that only
intended heirs (their biological
offspring and not in-law children, who
could remarry and have another family)
halachically and financially benefit.  

Perceptively, the Kleins have unfailingly
owned their assets jointly, planning to
leave each other everything and
afterwards, equally, to their biological
children, only, to provide for their
biological children; however, the Kleins
never wrote Wills. 

They have owned and lived in their NY
house since marrying, while making
annual visits to Israel. Upon reaching
retirement age, they jointly purchased
an apartment in Israel (hoping to spend
Sukkot and Pesach there but other
times renting it out) and opened an
Israeli joint bank account to manage
expenses. A year later, Moshe died. 

In shock, Chana became aware that
"ownership" translates differently in the
US and Israel, and that the "probate"
process (proving and accepting a Will
or lack thereof in court) also differs. In

both countries, probate occurs after
death but at different times. In Israel,
probate occurs after each death, but in
the US, where there is a Joint Tenancy
With Rights Of Survivorship JWRO
feature of ownership for a married
couple, probate is deferred until the
survivor's death. Secularly, these
differences profoundly affect a surviv-
ing joint tenant and heir/s. More
importantly, the halachic implications
for the Torah-entitled and/or
non-Torah-entitled heir/s may result in
significant ramifications.  

Before presenting (and better under-
standing), any example regarding
"ownership", the following halachic
premises must first be established: A
bequest (after death disposition) must
follow Torah law, but one can gift
during life as one wants (within certain
Torah parameters). A husband auto-
matically owns/inherits everything that
his wife acquires as of their marriage,
but a wife does not inherit her
husband; a son/s is the Torah-entitled
heir/s, unless there is only a daughter/s.
One may halachically gift assets during
lifetime to non-Torah-entitled heirs via
writing a legally recognized Halachic
Will, creating a Trust fund, and/or using
other legal vehicles with designated
beneficiaries (e.g., life insurance,
pension, etc…).  If one inadvertently
receives an inheritance to which one is
not halachically entitled, and the
Torah-entitled heir/s does not disclaim
(is not mochel) the inheritance, one is
considered a gazlan (holding stolen
property). 

In the US, when a husband and wife
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jointly own real estate and/or have a
bank account (i.e., both names are on
the deed and/or account - halachically
valid lifetime gift), they are considered
one unit with a JWRO feature, so each
owns the property/account totally
(100%) and either one can transact to
that extent. Therefore, since the Kleins
wrote no Will and Moshe died, under
the secular law of NY, Chana totally
owns her house and bank account;
probate will not occur until Chana dies.
Conversely, if the property and/or
account had been in Moshe's name
only and there were no Wills, under NY
law, Chana would get one-third (1/3) of
the house and/or account and the
children would share two-thirds (2/3).
Since a secular disposition does not
differentiate between genders,
obviously, there are halachic implica-

tions if there are children of both
genders, no matter which parent dies
first.  Furthermore, a widow/er may end
up in partnership with a child/ren
(whether their own and/or their late
spouse's) whose permission will be
required to transact (i.e., sell, withdraw
money, etc…) - not an enviable posi-
tion for anyone! 

The Kleins, after deciding to jointly buy
real estate and open a bank account in
Israel, incorrectly assumed that the
JWROS feature also applies, but no such
feature exists in Israel, and a deceased
joint tenant's half (50%) is frozen until
probate is completed. Precisely, in
Israel, each only own one-half (50%)
and can only transact up to their half
(50%) - providing the bank had them
sign a "Longevity Clause" so that the
surviving joint tenant can transact up
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How about some Donuts for Chanuka?
DONUTS: glazed, glazed sprinkles, chocolate, chocolate
sprinkles, cinnamon/sugar, blueberry dough w/glaze

SUFGANIYOT: filled with jelly or chocolate or custard or caramel

LONG/small JOHNS: Rectangles with custard and glaze

MUNCHKINS: 12å per package

Boxes in two sizes: 6 for 24å and 15 for 56å
Daily pick-ups at the Center (not later than 3:30pm)

TUE/WED/THU Dec. 12-14 and SUN/MON/TUE Dec. 17-19
Call 560-9125 to place your orders at least two days before you
want to pick them up • Mehadrin, OU Israel Kashrut - All Parve

to their half. While Moshe's estate is
being probated and Chana is limited in
using money/transacting, she thanks
Hashem for her parent's foresight in
ensuring that she has an income stream
from the Trust!

By jointly putting real estate and/or a
bank account in both names, Moshe
had automatically made a halachically
valid lifetime gift to Chana of half (50%)
of the property; but in Israel the Kleins
are considered separate half-owners.
Therefore, since they never wrote Wills
(in which Moshe could have
halachically gifted Chana his half, too)
and one of them died, the survivor still
owns 50% of the property/account -
but with the deceased's 50% frozen
until probate is completed. At that
time, under the laws of the State of
Israel, the surviving spouse, will get half
(50%) of the deceased's half of the
property plus the already owned half
(i.e., 25% + 50%, respectively = 75%
ownership) and the child/ren of the

deceased (but not necessarily of the
survivor) will share the remaining
one-quarter (25%).  Contrastingly, if the
property was in the name of the
deceased only and there was no Will,
the surviving spouse now gets half
(50% of the deceased's 100%) and the
child/ren of the deceased (but not
necessarily of the survivor) share the
remaining (half) 50%. Thus, in both
scenarios, since the State of Israel does
not differentiate between genders,
there are halachic implications: Chana
and daughters inherit non-halachically,
unless the son/brother is mochel them.  

From just the mention of these very
few possibilities out of many more, it
should now be clearer  how important
it is to not only write a halachic Will but
to have a separate one covering
properties in different jurisdictions.  

Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq., is a Halachic Estate
Planning consultant with a practice in NY and
Jerusalem. She can be reached at
845-425-8871/596-5733 and 02-625-6475/052-509-3356.
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Sh'kalim, Rimonim, maidens, ISH
true prophets, false prophets of what?

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (VAYEITZEI) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: and their bows

T'hilim 37:15 says: Their (the wicked)
sword shall enter their heart, AND
THEIR BOWS shall be broken. mzezywe
6+100+300+400+6+400+40 = 1252.

[2] It's a subset of this week's,
namewise

Parshat TZAV, the letters of whose
name are found in the word VAYEITZEI.

[3] No'ach (sort of), Yaakov, Par'o,
Shimshon

VAYIKATZ mish'nato - and he (Yaakov)
awoke from his sleep. The only other
person for whom it says VAYIKATZ
mish'nato is Shimson. For Par'o, we find
that he VAYIKATZ-ed twice, but it
doesn't say mish'nato. And No'ach is on
this short list of awakers with VAYIKETZ
from his wine (stupor). Note that va-yi-
KATZ is MILRA and va-YI-ketz is MILEIL.

[4] In the name of Rex Xerxes

We could have written, in the name of
King Achashveirosh, B'SHEIM HAME-
LECH ACHASHVEIROSH, whose numeric
value is 2+300+40 (342) + 5+40+30+20
(95) + 1+8+300+6+200+300 (815) =

1252, making this TTriddle another
FPTL.

[5] 18 times in the Torah. Once in
Sh'mot, all the rest (17) in B'reishit
of which 9 are in Vayeitzei

The answer is thew word VATAHAR,
and she became pregnant. As the
TTriddle statement says, the word
occurs 18 times in the Torah, half of
which are in Vayeitzei. Let's take a look
at who is pregnant with whom each
time the Torah uses the word VATAHAR.

In sedra B'reishit, CHAVA with KAYIN.
Then KAYIN's wife with CHANOCH.

In Lech L'cha, HAGAR with YISHMAEL.

In VAYEIRA, SARA with YITZCHAK. Also
VATAHARENA, plural, about Lot's two
daughters.

Then comes Vayeitzei: LEAH - REUVEN,
then SHIMON, then LEVI, then YEHUDA.
Then BILHA with DAN and then with
NAFTALI, (with ZILPA, pregnancy is not
mentioned, just births), then LEAH
again with YISSACHAR and then
ZEVULUN, finally, RACHEL with YOSEF.
That's 9 times in Vayeitzei.

In Vayeishev we find the word twice
with YEHUDA's wife with EIR and then
with ONAN, and then TAMAR with
twins.

Finally, in Sh'mot, we are told VATAHAR
HA-ISHA (Yocheved) with MOSHE.

Just to complete the survey, the word
VATAHAR occurs ten more times in the
rest of the Tanach.
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