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Money Matters: Types of Theft- Part 1

G-d's Truth Part I

The 8th of the 13 Attributes of Mercy is 
v’emet, truth. We say in our prayers, “Hashem 
Elokeichem emet.” Hashem’s essence is 
truth. If we could define truth as something 
which exists then clearly Hashem is the 
epitome of truth because His existence is 
beyond this world’s existence. Truth is the 
moral reality which guides this world. Hashem 
runs the world through the truth of His middot. 
This means that we have to represent truth to 
our children. We must teach them to speak 
and think truth and never hide beyond a mask 
of deception. In order to teach this to our 
children we ourselves must be people of truth, 
true to the reality of our role as parents, and 
true to who we are. We have to epitomize the 

truth of our relationship with our children. As 
parents, there’s a tremendous temptation to 
deceive our children. Many people have this 
attitude of, “Oh, he’s just a child, he doesn’t 
need to hear the truth.” And parents who do 
that are falling into a trap because deception 
breeds deception. One lie leads to another and 
before we know it our children are lying too. 
How is a parent supposed to raise a child if he 
doesn’t know the truth about him? How can he 
help him with his myriad problems if he doesn’t 
know they exist?  If a parent lies to his child, 
the child picks up that he can lie too and it can 
become his way of dealing with everyone. 

There’s a prohibition in the Torah, “Midbar 
sheker tirchak, stay far away from falsehood.” 

We don’t want our children to grow up to be 
wicked, deceitful, people. We want them to be 
righteous, truthful, moral people. Therefore it’s 
very important in our relationship with our 
children to always speak the truth and never 
be afraid of it. A wise person once said, “The 
best lie in the world is the truth.” Our sages 
say, “Emet yarei darko, truth leads the path.” If 
you go the way of truth you will inevitably wind 
up on a better path then if you go with 
deception. This holds true in child-raising. We 
would be surprised to see how well our 
children handle the truth. They get confused 
when we lie to them. When we know the truth 
we can behave and be more effective in life 
than if we’re living a lie and going around in 

A child is not held responsible for his actions. 
Therefore if he was involved in damages he 
can’t be made to pay. If a child steals and the 
property that was stolen is still in existence, it 
must be returned. However if it’s been eaten 
or destroyed, there’s no longer an obligation 
to return it even when he grows up. According 
to some opinions, where the child benefited 
from the stolen items he is obligated to return 
what he stole when he grows up. How can 
one do this if one doesn’t remember from 
whom one stole? Rav Moshe Feinstein 
suggests donating a sum to a public charity so 
that the general public can benefit from it. In 
order for it to be an atonement, it should be a 
respectable sum that the giver might feel the 
loss of it. Stealing from a parent is theft. 
Where a parent gives an allowance to his son 
to buy a meal and he wastes it on things his 
parents would have never agreed to buy such 
as cigarettes or alcohol, there’s definitely a 
question of theft. 

Are gambling winnings considered theft as the 
losing party usually doesn’t want to give up 
his money? Gambling is an asmachta. The 
Shulchan Aruch rules that it’s theft d’rabanun 
although beit din can’t force the winner to 
return the money. The Rema argues that 
everyone understands you have to lose 
sometimes in order to win. Therefore since 
the losing party knows beforehand that he 

might lose, it’s not really considered an 
asmchata.

Normally a baal simcha doesn’t mind if a guest 
takes home food such as some cake or 
sweets. However a full bottle of wine is 
definitely for consumption on premises and not 
to take home. Many times there’s an arrange-
ment between the baal simcha and the caterer 
where unopened bottles can be returned for 
credit. It would be considered theft to take it 
home. Where the baal simcha gives out books 
in honor of the simcha, the accepted custom is 
to take one. Taking several without permission 
is theft. Anything offered by a waiter can be 
taken, but taking food from the refrigerator 
even if you know the host will be happy to see 
you eating is theft. This refers to expensive not 
minor things. 

There’s a principle in the laws of theft, that 
land can’t be stolen. To be considered theft, 
the object must be taken out of the domain of 
the owner. Some say this can be done by 
moving the boundaries between two pieces of 
land. But taking land and claiming it as one’s 
own isn’t considered stealing. 

There were two plots of land on a steep slope 
meant to build two apartment buildings. One 
owner began building first and finished before 
the other owner turned up. The builder made a 
mistake and took more land than he was 

supposed to. The dividing wall between the 
two plots was thick and massive because it 
was on a steep slope. The second owner said, 
“I want you to demolish the wall and move it.” 
The first owner said, “You’re right I have to 
return the land I took, but because I will suffer 
a big loss by having to destroy and rebuild the 
wall, maybe I can pay you instead.” According 
to strict halacha, the land was stolen and has 
to be given back. However there’s an exemp-
tion. If someone stole a beam and used it to 
build a building and the owner asks for it back, 
the thief can pay for the value of beam so that 
he doesn’t have to destroy the building. This 
takana only applies to movable property but 
not to land.  However where one stands to lose 
a lot and the other a little, we can force the 
person to lose his small portion to prevent the 
other person from losing more. The Mishna 
brings an example. Two Jews were walking 
together, one with a barrel of wine and one 
with honey. There was a crack in the honey 
barrel and the honey began to drip out. The 
owner of the honey can force the owner of the 
wine to throw out his wine so he can use the 
barrel for his honey. This is because the wine 
owner will suffer a small loss while the honey 
owner will suffer a big loss. However he has to 
pay the wine owner for his losses. So too in 
this case, the second owner can be forced to 
accept payment for the land so that the first 
owner does not to have to demolish the wall. 
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Physical Strength vs. Spiritual Blessing  Part 3

The Gemara recounts how Nevuzaraden 
slaughtered 940,000 Jews on one stone and 
the blood flowed till it reached the blood of the 
prophet Zecharya.  Zecharya was killed by the 
Jews on Yom Kippur for giving them reproof. 
His blood began to boil and could not be 
assuaged. Nevuzaraden said, “I will make 
peace here.” He took the 23 members of the 
small Sanhedrin and the 70 members of the 
great Sanhedrin and he killed them near the 
blood but it refused to rest. Then he killed 
young men and women and it still refused to 
rest. He took little children and slaughtered 
them and it still wasn’t assuaged. Then he 
said to the blood, “Zecharya, I’ve killed the 
best of your nation. Do you want everyone to 
perish?” Then the blood finally quieted. 
Nevuzaraden began to think, if the Jews killed 
one person and this is what happened what 
will my fate be after killing so many people? 
He sent home a will leaving his family all his 
property and he ran away and converted and 
became a ger tzedek. 

When a tzaddik is killed Hashem demands 
vengeance. On a human level, when a person 
is stricken he feels vulnerable. When he 
makes somebody else suffer like he suffered, 
he feels they’ve equaled the scales. That’s not 
what nekama (revenge) is above. Hashem is 

never vulnerable. The word nekama comes 
from the word kam-to restablish. Nekama is 
when things are equalized by moving up, not 
by moving down.  Hashem wants tikun 
(rectification). When people die all around you 
and you’re stricken by how absolutely terrible it 
is when even one soul is lost, then your mind 
takes you back to the value of life. You find 
yourself asking new questions. The fact that 
they were able to kill Zecharya shows that they 
didn’t value life. The tikun was that they had to 
experience bloodshed and mourning. Mourn-
ing is always a feeling of lack. It was important 
that they get it that even one life is significant. 

There were many geirei tzedek whose 
descendants taught Torah to the public. 
Haman’s descendants taught Torah in Bnei 
Brak, Sisera’s descendants taught children in 
Yerushalayim, and Sancheiriv’s descendants, 
were the great sages Shmaya and Avtalyon. 
There’s always a spiritual dimension to force. 
The feeling of kochi v’otzam yadi is a spiritual 
feeling of pride. These conquerors who 
converted had something of that spiritual pride. 
Their descendants who taught Torah in public 
were coming from that place of strength. When 
we see people with enormous force and pride, 
know that one day they will turn around and 
see the truth. They will recognize Hashem’s 

presence in the end. All the potential that was 
used for bad will turn around and be used for 
good. The exception to this rule was Titus.  His 
wickedness was so extreme he had no 
attachment to anything holy. His strength was 
just to destroy and the power of destruction 
can’t be redirected. This made it impossible for 
his children to ever be uplifted enough to 
convert. 

When terrible events happen, people react 
differently. After the Holocaust there were 
people who completely lost their faith. Yet here 
was a cruel Roman who when he saw that sin 
brings about retribution, realized he had to 
convert. It’s a choice. You can either look at 
the history of the Jews and see meaningless 
bloodshed or you could look at it, as 
Nevuzaradan did, and see that the Jewish 
people’s fate is different than the other nations 
because their suffering is tied to their sins. 
Nevuzaradan’s choice didn’t just affect him but 
generations afterwards.  All these evil people 
whose descendants taught Torah publicly tell 
us that one moment of looking at the truth can 
change destiny forever. Suffering shouldn’t tell 
you that there’s meaninglessness in this world. 
Rather there’s accountability and involvement 
and the only thing that survives is the voice of 
Yaakov.  
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circles. Instead of going straight and cutting to 
the goal with truth, people who lie are living 
very sad, tragic lives. Inevitably, their lies 
catch up with them. Their deception is 
revealed and they pay a terrible price. If you 

have a choice between lying and the truth, tell 
your child the truth. 

Truth is really an attribute of kindness. When 
you speak truth you can then behave truthfully 

which is definitely a better way of helping your 
child. Speaking and living truth and teaching 
your child the value of truth is the greatest 
chesed you can do for him both in this world 
and the next.   


