
1 
 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5776 

1. As we prepare for Shabbos Chazzon falling this year on the 9th of Av, Shabbos Parshas Devarim. How 

very appropriate for Shabbos Chazzon, Parshas Devarim begins with Mussar. As Rashi says in 1:3 (  סמוך

 Prior to his death Moshe Rabbeinu gives Mussar to Klal Yisrael. He gives them Mussar about the .(למיתה

things that they had experienced, the Aveiros that they did in the Dor Hamidbar.  

I saw a Gevaldige Kasha in the Mishnas Reb Aharon. He asks, Moshe Rabbeinu had to give Mussar, for 

the last 38 or 39 years every Tisha B’av people went into their graves and 15,000 Jews died every Tisha 

B’av because of the Cheit Hameraglim. They saw it, they knew it. There were many Jews sitting Shiva 

for a week after Tisha B’av.  The Kasha is, you have to give Mussar, you have to give Tochacha, what 

bigger Mussar is there than that? 

The answer is an important Yesod. No matter what it is that should shake you up, that won’t shake you 

up. In Yiddish they say Mir Vaint Zach Tzu. You get used to things. Even things that should change you, 

that should influence you, that should be Mashpia, the first time it shakes you up, then a human being gets 

used to anything. When you get used to things that should influence us, that should make an impression 

on us and they don’t. Even though 15,000 Jews went into their graves and were not getting up in the 

morning, every Tisha B’av year, after year the feeling, the Hergish is also something that wears off.  

To me this comes to mind in our days, in our lifetime the most. An incredible thing that is happening all 

around us that we don’t take notice of.  HKB”H told us through Moshe Rabbeinu thousands of years ago, 

the Neviim came later and they reiterated. That Mikeitz Hayamim HKB”H will gather Jews Mai’arba 

Kanfos Ha’aretz and bring them to Eretz Yisrael. The Yidden will come back to the land of Israel from 

the four corners of the world. Open your eyes, this ancient Nevua which did not take place for thousands 

of years is taking place before our eyes. It seems that every decade from another part of the world Jews 

are brought to Eretz Yisrael by one or another usually political events that takes place.  

We have seen in my lifetime, in the 80’s with the overthrow of the Shah in Iran, Iranian Jews coming. In 

the 90’s Jews from Russia coming, Jews from Ethiopia coming. We see now Jews from France and other 

European countries coming to Eretz Yisrael in large numbers. It is an incredible Kiyum Hanevua. It 

should shake us up. It should wake us up to the special time we live in. It should awaken in us a yearning 

when Tisha B’av comes, for the Bais Hamikdash and Moshiach, it is so close you only have to deserve it. 

Mir Vaint Zach Tzu. They are Tzu Gevoint to anything that happens. We should be influenced. 

There is another Rashi here in the beginning of the Parsha. Rashi says that Moshe Rabbeinu gave Mussar 

Somech L’misaso like Yaakov Avinu. Yaakov Avinu also gave Mussar to Reuvain Somech L’misaso. 

Rashi says incredibly, that as long as Yaakov was not close to death he did not give Mussar to Reuvain 

( בעשו ותדבק ותלך תניחני שלא כדי ). Maybe Reuvain would defect and go over to Eisav. So he didn’t want to 

give him Mussar.  

In the Sichos Mussar in Devarim (Taf Shin Lamed Gimmel), he asks an extraordinary Kasha. The 

Gemara says in Maseches Shabbos 55b (19 lines from the top) (  ראובן האומר כל יונתן ר"א נחמני בר שמואל ר"א

טועה אלא אינו חטא ). Reuvain didn’t sin the way the way it seemed in Pashut Pshat in the Posuk through 
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Znus. Reuvain sinned in that he was Tovei’a, he demanded in the the honor of his mother and without 

permission moved his father’s bed into his mother’s tent. On Reuvain’s Madreiga that was a sin. The 

Tochacha/Mussar on such a sin Shema Yeilach L’tzad Eisav? What is the Pshat in Rashi? It is a Davar 

Pele! The Kasha is a very strong Kasha. 

It is not so clear what Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz is answering. He goes off into a discussion of Tochacha 

and Yiush. Let me tell you what I think he means and you look at it and form your own opinion. Human 

beings by nature like things that are clear, that are black or white. We like clarity. We don’t like to weigh 

two sides of an issue. It is much more satisfying to deal in absolutes. This is Treif, you cannot eat it 

period. We can deal with that.  

It is a food which is Tov L’hachmir that it is better not to eat, we have a hard time with that. When things 

are grey it is a struggle. We like absolutes and we tend to shy towards absolutes even when it is not called 

for.  We see this very often. When people have friction with a friend instead of working it out they just 

walk away from a friendship. It is easier to deal with absolutes and say I don’t want to have anything to 

do with him. Even an Avla. It is much easier than to weigh things, maybe he is right maybe he is wrong. 

Even if he is wrong let’s fix it up. Absolutes are easier especially when you can couch the absolutes in 

terms of a Frumkeit. Absolutes are easier.  

When you give someone Mussar even on a small thing, there is a certain sense of disappointment, of 

Yiush. That sense of disappointment causes people to do extreme things. I remember once that Rav Pam 

once asked me to tell one of the Bachurim in the Yeshiva who was a Yasom who was Davening for the 

Amud to tell him that there are a couple of words in Chazaras Hashatz he pronounces incorrectly. I did it. 

His response was, what? Rav Pam said that? I am not Davening for the Amud anymore when Rav Pam is 

in Yeshiva, let my brother Daven. I will Daven at the Minyanim that he is not there. So now 40 years later 

he is still mispronouncing those words. It is much easier to say let me walk away from it rather than to 

have to try to work things out.  

Even Reuvain B’madreigoso, there is a fear that Reuvain would say nothing doing. Mussar, I am walking 

away from it. What a powerful lesson. We hear Mussar. People criticize or correct us, we take it 

personally. We shouldn’t. If you are going to an interview and someone says your tie is crooked you say 

thank you and you fix your tie. You have to take things as they are intended, sometimes better than they 

are intended. Take them correctly. Two important thoughts how a human being is Tzu Gevoint, you get 

used to things and how human beings react harshly to Mussar.  

2. Let me tell you a Dvar Torah on the Parsha that is not Mussar. The Ramban on the beginning of 

Devarim says ( ָבִרים ֵאלֶּה ר, ַהדְּ ה ִדבֶּר ֲאשֶּ ל מֹשֶּ ָרֵאל-ָכל-אֶּ יִשְּ ). The Ramban takes the opinion that (  ראה מעצמו כי

בזה השם צוהו ולא כן לעשות ). Moshe Rabbeinu understood this to be Ratzon Hashem but he wasn’t 

commanded. On his own he did what he did in this week’s Parsha and that is began the 40 days of 

Chazering with Klal Yisrael. So that everything in this Parsha was said Mipi Moshe. There is a Gemara in 

Maseches Megillah 31b (18 lines from the bottom) that says (  אבל כהנים שבתורת בקללות אלא שנו לא אביי אמר

 מפי ומשה אמורות יחיד בלשון והללו אמרן הגבורה מפי ומשה אמורות רבים בלשון הללו טעמא מאי פוסק תורה שבמשנה קללות

אמרן עצמו ) that the Tochacha of Mishna Torah, Moshe MipiAtzmo Omron. Poshut it means that the 

Tochacha Moshe said himself. The Ramban understands that all of Devarim he said on his own.  

The Ramban’s Yesod answers many things, first of all the Gemara in Maseches Yevamos 4a (8 lines from 

the top) Rav Yehuda says we don’t Darshun Semuchim. We don’t Darshun the Torah Parshios next to 

each other because Ain Mukdam Um’uchar Batorah. We can’t Darshun Semuchim except by Devarim. 

(  דריש תורה ובמשנה דריש לא בעלמא דהיהו' ר דהא דריש תורה במשנה בעלמא סמוכים דריש דלא למאן אפילו יוסף רב ואמר
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מנלן ובעלמא ) By Devarim we do Darshun when things are near each other. Why? Because Devarim Moshe 

Rabbeinu was teaching Klal Yisrael and the Semuchim (things near each other) were done with a Kavana.  

This fits well with the Even Ezra in Yisro at the beginning of Perek Chaf who said the Luchos Rishonos, 

the language of the first Luchos is what as on the stone of the Luchos. The Luchos Sheniyos is what 

Moshe Rabbeinu explaining. Va’eschanan was Mipi Moshe. Beautiful! Because the whole Devarim is 

Mipi Moshe. Moshe’s own words of explanation. This is the Ramban’s Yesod and it can be used in 

numerous places.  

The Kli Chemda asks a bomb Kasha on this Ramban. The whole Mishna Torah is Mipi Moshe Rabbeinu? 

The famous Gemara in Maseches Bava Basra 15a (9 lines from the top) and Maseches Menachos 30a (14 

lines from the top). The Gemara says on the final words of Devarim, the last 8 Pesukim 34:5 ( ה ָשם ַויָָמת  מֹשֶּ

בֶּד יְּרָור-עֶּ ).  The Gemara says what is going on? Moshe Rabbeinu wrote the words ( ה ָשם ַויָָמת מֹשֶּ )?  

The Gemara answers ( בדמע כותב ומשה אומר ה"הקב ואילך מכאן וכותב אומר ומשה אומר ה"הקב כאן עד אלא ). But it 

says ( אומר ה"הקב כאן עד ). It says that everything until here HKB”H said and Moshe wrote down. This is a 

B’feirush Gemara not like the Ramban. Everything was Mipi Hashem! A bomb Kasha.  

L’aniyos Daiti, I would like to suggest a Teretz with a Hakdama. When we read about Lavan, we see that 

Lavan says certain things like for example in Beraishis 29:27 ( ֻבעַ , ַמֵלא זֹאת שְּ ), let’s have a week of 

celebration. Halacha brings it ( ֻבעַ , ַמֵלא זֹאת שְּ ) and we learn from there that Ain M’arvin Simcha B’simcha. 

Lavan says 29:26 ( ה-ֹלא קֹוֵמנּו ֵכן יֵָעשֶּ עִ  ָלֵתת--ִבמְּ נֵי, יָרהַהצְּ ִכיָרה ִלפְּ ַהבְּ ), we don’t give a younger child before an 

older child and it is brought in the Shach that L’chatchila you should try to marry off your older child first 

and a younger child second. Why are we learning from Lavan? Who is Lavan to teach us?  

The answer is that we are not learning from Lavan. We are learning from the fact that HKB”H chose to 

put these words of Lavan into the Torah. In the Torah Hashem wrote that Lavan said such and such so 

now it has a Siman of authenticity.  

Let’s go back to Devarim. Moshe Rabbeinu on his own sat down with Klal Yisrael and taught them 

everything that it says in Devarim Moshe Mipi Atzmo Omro. That doesn’t make it part of Chamisha 

Chumshei Torah. Then the Ribbono Shel Olam came to Moshe and said Moshe Rabbeinu you did 

beautifully. I want to make that part of Torah. ( וכותב אומר ומשה אומר ה"הקב ). HKB”H repeated not every 

word that Moshe Rabbeinu said for 40 days. It didn’t take 40 days to say all the words in Sefer Devarim. 

But HKB”H just like L’havdil from Lavan to Moshe, but just like by Lavan he said things that HKB”H 

turned into Torah, the same thing here, Moshe Rabbeinu said it and then HKB”H took it and turned it into 

Torah. It is a Geshmaka Teretz and a Gevaldige Kasha.  

As we prepare for Shabbos and Tisha B’av I would like to make a suggestion. Rav Schwab has a beautiful 

Sefer on Sefer Yeshaya. I don’t think that all of you are ready to start learning Sefer Yeshaya. However, 

the Haftorah of Chazon Yeshayahu (this week) and the next seven weeks are all in Yeshaya. Take Rav 

Schwab on Yeshaya which is an English Sefer. It has the Lashon Kodesh words of the Nach and the 

translation and explanation. Learn those Perakim, you will enjoy them and find them Geshmak. You 

might even be drawn into learning even more of Yeshayahu. At the very least these Haftoras. Tisha B’av, 

learn it. You may get so into it that you may forget to go to Maariv, you will forget the fast is over it is so 

beautiful, so Geshmak, the words of the Navi through one of the Gedolim of our own times. What a 

Geshmak on Tisha B’av. A Geshmak on Tisha B’av? Yes. A Geshmak in understanding the Mussar of 

Yeshayahu Hanavi.   



4 
 

With that I want to wish everyone a meaningful Tisha B’av, a meaningful fast, a meaningful Shabbos 

Chazzon. Make it meaningful. Let the Shabbos be a Shabbos in the Bais Medrash as it should be not a 

Shabbos of Leitzanos and levity as it is the ninth day of Av. IY”H let us be Zoche to see the Geulah 

Bim’haira B’yameinu Amen! 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5775 
 
As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Devarim which is the 9

th
 day of Av, certainly that is what is on our 

mind. Having just returned from Eretz Yisrael this week, the Aveilas of our sad existence here in the 

Galus is certainly on my mind and therefore, I would like to share some thoughts on going from one 

environment to the other and the sadness, the pathetic state of the Ruchnios here. Not compared to the 

time of the Bais Hamikdash and Eretz Yisrael but even compared to the Bnei Aliya in Eretz Yisrael. Let’s 

try to understand a little bit from Divrei Chazal.  
 
1. As you know, Eicha begins with ( ָבה ָבָדד ָהִעיר ַרָבִתי ָעם, ֵאיָכה יָשְּ ). It talks about the sadness of 

Yerushalayim sitting Badad, sitting lonely. Badad here is certainly meant and said as something which is 

unfortunate, something which is sad, something which is distressing. There is a problem. We find in the 

Berachos of Bilam to Klal Yisrael when he was actually forced to bless Klal Yisrael that he blessed Klal 

Yisrael as is found in Bamidbar 23:9 ( ן כֹן-הֶּ ָעם לְָּבָדד יִשְּ ). He talks about Klal Yisrael being Badad as being 

alone and that is seen as a blessing. Even in Zos Haberacha we find 33:28 (ָרֵאל בֶַּטח ָבָדד כֹן יִשְּ  Klal .(ַויִשְּ

Yisrael sits confidently Badad, alone. So Badad is used as a negative thing and as a positive thing. It 

certainly needs some sort of an explanation. 
 
The answer is quite simple but has tremendous meaning. There are two types of being alone. There is an 

alone which is a loneliness which makes everything hurt, makes everything more painful when a person 

feels all alone by himself. That is a type of loneliness. There is another alone. There is an alone when you 

are connected to someone, an individual in such a strong way that other things don’t really matter to you.  
 
For example, you have a person who is lonely, who is all by himself that is a sad type of Badad. 

Sometimes you have a young couple that just got married and people say wow look at them they don’t 

notice anything going on around them. They are blissful to everyone else and they are blissful with their 

joy of each other, they are blissfully ignorant of everyone around them. That is also a Badad, being alone, 

but that is Badad L’tov. When you are into each other as individuals and it makes you not care about 

everyone around you. And so, there are two types of Badad. There is a Badad which is good for Klal 

Yisrael. That is when we are alone and separate from the nations of the world. ( ן כֹן-הֶּ ֹויִם ֹלא ּוַבּג, ָעם לְָּבָדד יִשְּ

ַחָשב  That is not something we worry about. They worry about us as separate from the nations of the .(יִתְּ

world. When we are strong enough to shrug off the influences of the world around us, that is a Badad 

which is wonderful. We are proud as Klal Yisrael, into each other, and are not worried about everyone 

else around us. That is a good Badad. 
There is another Badad, a Badad which is sad and that is when we are alone and don’t have interaction 

with anybody. We cut ourselves off from good influences and positive influences within Klal Yisrael. 

That is a sad Badad. (ָבה ָבָדד   .(ֵאיָכה יָשְּ
 
When we look around and we see people more attached at the Yiddishkeit, more attached to Torah, to 

learning, to Avoda that makes us feel Badad lonely from the Shechina. ( ן כֹן-הֶּ ָעם לְָּבָדד יִשְּ ). If we can 

connect to Torah, to Avodah, and to Maisim Tovim. If our connection to our learning would be such that 

we can shrug off what is going on around us, it would be extraordinary, it would be wonderful. When on 

the contrary we sit down to learn and everything going on around us is first and foremost on our mind. It 

makes it hard to concentrate, it makes it hard to get to the Bais Medrash, that is (ָבה ָבָדד  that is a (ֵאיָכה יָשְּ

loneliness from things we are supposed to be connected to. It is fascinating. In Eretz Yisrael I was in the 
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Arzei HaBira Shul on Shabbos afternoon, it is full a whole day from 2 until 8:30. There are large groups 

of people learning there. There are people who actually learn for many hours. It is a different Avir, it is a 

different connection to the Ribbono Shel Olam. When you see it you want to be like them. You want to 

have a relationship to Torah, to Avoda, to Yir’as Shamayim.  

 
What is Nogea to us is that we should be crying on the ( ָבה ָבָדדאֵ  יָכה יָשְּ ) that we are not connected to the 

things that we have to be connected with. Farkert, we are too connected to all of the Treifa things that are 

going on around us. We don’t have time to learn. When the summer comes, suddenly we have time to 

drive up and back to the mountains, at the very least 6 hours of driving time a week. What happens to 

those 6 hours the rest of the time? What happens with those 6 hours when we are in the 

city? Thursday night it is too hard to stay up for Mishmar, Thursday night it is not too hard to drive up to 

the mountains? Very hard to understand. It is a connection to the wrong place. We should cry ( ָבה ֵאיָכה יָשְּ

 !how is it that we are disconnected, we are not connected at all ,(ָבָדד
 
I understand now a new Pshat in Avira D’ara Machkim. The air of Eretz Yisrael gives a person wisdom. I 

thought that it is supernatural that Eretz Yisrael has an Avir which gives people wisdom. Maybe that is 

true. I think that it might be much more than that. Yerushalayim fosters a much closer connection to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam. It fosters a connection. You know, when a person has a desire to know and a desire 

to learn, he is given wisdom. You are not too tired. Avira D’ara, the air of Eretz Yisrael gives a person a 

desire to know, a desire to be connected. Why can’t we be like them? Why can’t we have it as a goal in 

our life to be connected to the Ribbono Shel Olam? We need to work on it.  At least on Tisha B’av if we 

feel the sadness of being disconnected from the Shechina then it won’t be too hard to do the things we 

have to do on Tisha B’av, to do the things that are necessary on Tisha B’av.  To have a proper Kinnus in 

the morning, to have a proper connection to the Ribbono Shel Olam. Today it is frequent that there are 

opportunities to go to a Kinnus where it is explained, where the sadness is brought out. It is not important 

to say every Kinna, it is important to feel some of the Kinnos, to bring out the sadness in the Galus 

Hashechina and the fact that we are distant from the Shechina. (ָבה ָבָדד  .Let’s try to feel it .(ֵאיָכה יָשְּ
 
2. With Tisha B’av coming, I have noticed that many people have Shailos in Halachos and many of you 

may not be in a normal environment in a Bais Medrash on Shabbos to listen to the Halachos. I would like 

to mention to you a few Dinnim that are different this year for Tisha B’av that is a Nidcha then for every 

other year. On Shabbos, which is the 9
th
 of Av, Devarim Shebetzina Nohagim. To a certain extent Tisha 

B’av is Noheig, this is a Chumra. M’ikkur Hadin we are not Noheig, like Rov Rishonim, but there is a 

Chumra to keep Devarim Shebetzina. Learning Torah on Shabbos afternoon, it is preferable to study 

those topics which are permitted on Tisha B’av. But, if this will diminish the time or the intensity of the 

learning, you keep your usual Sedorim. This is because Mai’ikkur Hadin Shabbos is not Tisha B’av at all. 

The day of Tisha B’av Mai’ikkur Hadin is on Sunday. This is the reason this week is not called Shevua 

Shechol Bo. For Ashkenazim there aren’t really many Nafka Minas. One Nafka Mina is that you are 

permitted to cut finger and toenails this week because it is not Shevua Shechol Bo.  

 
So essentially what I am saying is that Mai’ikaro the Takana was for Tisha B’av to be on Sunday. Since 

Mai’ikaro the Takana was for Tisha B’av to be on Sunday, therefore, on Shabbos B’makom Mitzvah 

Devarim Sheb’tzina are not Noheig. A Leil Tevila Devarim Sheb’tzina are not Noheig. To learn Torah 

Devarim Sheb’tzina are not Noheig. Because we say Mai’ikaro Kach Tiknu, the original Takana was for 

it to be on Sunday.  
 
There is another Din. That is that the fast day on Sunday is more Kuladik. That is that we learn from a Kal 

V’chomer that on this Sunday it doesn’t have the usual Chumras of Tisha B’av with regard to fasting and 

the individuals who find it hard to fast, someone who doesn’t feel well, a Maiuberes (pregnant woman), a 

Mainekes (nursing mother), certainly a woman who gave birth within 30 days does not have to fast on 

this coming Sunday. These are the two sets of Halachos that are Nogea, the Kula of the fast this year and 
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also the fact that the Dinai Aveilus are really not Noheig on Shabbos they are Noheig on Sunday. 

Someone who is thinking will ask a contradiction between these two rules. On the one hand we are saying 

Mai’ikaro Kach Tiknu, the original Takana was forSunday and Shabbos doesn’t have any Dinnim of 

Aveilus. On the other hand we are saying that the fast day is really not Sunday it is a Nidcha, it is not the 

real fast day. I thought that it is Mai’ikaro Kach Tiknu? If they originally made the Takana this way 

thenSunday should be a regular Tisha B’av fast day? This is a contradiction between Teshuvos of 

Rishonim, between different Halachos.  

 
The answer is the following. There are Dinai Taanis and there are Dinai Aveilus. On Tisha B’av 

originally after the Bayis Rishon it was a regular fast day, it was a day of Taanis and nothing more. The 

Gemara says that when they saw that Tisha B’av had a double set of Tzaros in that the Bayis Sheini was 

also destroyed on Tisha B’av they added Dinai Aveilus. So there is a fundamental difference between 

Hilchos Taanis which was part of the Takana mentioned in Zechariah Hanavi and the Hilchos Aveilos 

which is something that was added after the Bayis Sheini.  

 
In Hilchos Aveilos we say Mai’ikaro Kach Tiknu, the original Takana was this Sunday not for Shabbos, 

and therefore, on Shabbos they are not Noheig. When it comes to Hilchos Taanis however, when 

Zechariah mentioned his Takana, it was something that applied for the Bayis Sheini when it was actually 

a Yom Tov. Therefore, Mai’ikaro Takana that Zechariah Hanavi mentions was for it to happen on the 

9
th
 day of Av Dafka. When it was a Yom Tov it wasn’t a Nidcha. Therefore, Dinai Taanis we are Maikil 

forSunday. Because for Dinai Taanis it is a Nidche. For Hilchos Aveilos there are no Kulos on Sunday, 

not a single one. All the Dinim of Aveilus apply in the normal way, sitting on the floor, not wearing 

leather shoes, etc. These Dinim apply in the normal way. So that for Hilchos Aveilos Mai’ikaro Kach 

Tiknu for Shabbos, Hilchos Taanis it was the 9
th
 of Av which is the Taanis. 

The Gemara says in Maseches Megillah that Rebbi said if it was in his power he would abolish Tisha 

B’av. The Gemara says that it doesn’t mean Tisha B’av which Zechariah Hanavi instituted. It means 

Tisha B’av which is pushed off (Nidcha). Tosafos asks even a Tisha B’av which is pushed off it still is 

Tisha B’av? How could Rebbi knock off such a Takana? 
Tosafos Teretz has the fundamental that we spoke about today. That the Dinai Taanis that started from the 

time of Zechariah Hanavi, that Rebbi was not going to push off. It was the Dinai Aveilus that were 

instituted in the Tekufah of Churban Bayis Sheini in Rebbi’s lifetime. Those Takanas are the Takanos that 

Rebbi said if it was in my power I would push it off. Fundamentally there are two Dinim in Tisha B’av. 

There are the Dinim of Aveilos and there are the Dinim of Taanis. These both Dinim apply in the way I 

mentioned to these particular Halachos. And so, this is a Halachik thought regarding the day and a Mussar 

thought regarding the day, both things that should try to help us understand and appreciate the day to 

come, Tisha B’av a day of Avoda.  

 
3. One last very beautiful thought. I believe that this thought is from Rav Moshe Shapiro and it is 

something that I saw last year on Tisha B’av. Five things happened to our Avos on Tisha B’av as you 

know. Five different tragedies that Chazal mention. In Bentching, in the Beracha of Yerushalayim, in the 

Beracha we call Racheim Na, we mention ( ָך ָרֵאל ַעמֶּ ָך. ַעל יִשְּ ָך. וְַּעל יְּרּוָשַליִם ִעירֶּ ַכן כְּבֹודֶּ וְַּעל ַמלְּכּות ֵבית . וְַּעל ִציֹון ִמשְּ

ָך ִשיחֶּ וְַּעל ַהַביִת ַהָּגדֹול וְַּהָקדֹוש. ָדִוד מְּ ). We mention five things. Rav Moshe Shapiro pointed out that the five 

things that we mention in Racheim Na when we are talking about Binyan Yerushalayim, very 

appropriately correspond to the five Tzaros of Tisha B’av. (ָך ָרֵאל ַעמֶּ  goes on the first Tzarah. The (ַעל יִשְּ

first Tzarah was that Klal Yisrael wept on the night of Tisha B’av and at that time there was a Gezaira as 

it says in Tehillim 106:24 ( ֲאסּו ָדה, ַויִמְּ מְּ ץ חֶּ רֶּ ֱאִמינּו-ֹלא; בְּאֶּ ָברֹו, הֶּ ִלדְּ ). That Klal Yisrael didn’t believe in HKB”H 

enough ( ָעם ַבּגֹויִם, ּולְַּהִפיל זַרְּ ) and there was a Takana to throw Klal Yisrael among the nations. This is a 

Posuk in Tehillim 106. (ָך ָרֵאל ַעמֶּ    .this is on the Bechiya and the Gezaira of Galus of Klal Yisrael (ַעל יִשְּ

 
Then we say ( ָך ַכן כְּבֹו. וְַּעל יְּרּוָשַליִם ִעירֶּ ָךוְַּעל ִציֹון ִמשְּ דֶּ ).That refers to the two Churvanos. The Churban of Bayis 

Rishon we call (ָך  The full glory of Yerushalayim never came back, which we see from .(וְַּעל יְּרּוָשַליִם ִעירֶּ
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Navi in the time of Ezra that it was a shadow of its previous self. That is Yerushalayim Irecha. ( וְַּעל ִציֹון

ָך ַכן כְּבֹודֶּ  which is the Churban Bayis Sheini which was not a time of a Churban of the city as much as a (ִמשְּ

Churban of the place. (ָך ַכן כְּבֹודֶּ  because at that time, Yerushalayim wasn’t the central city to the (וְַּעל ִציֹון ִמשְּ

Jewish people. So Al Yisrael Amecha is the crying for the first Tisha B’av, ( ָך ַכן . וְַּעל יְּרּוָשַליִם ִעירֶּ וְַּעל ִציֹון ִמשְּ

ָך ִשיחֶָּך) .are the two Batei Mikdashim (כְּבֹודֶּ  refers to the Churban of Beitar which is not (וְַּעל ַמלְּכּות ֵבית ָדִוד מְּ

an issue of a Churban of a city but rather a Churban on the dream of Moshiach Ben Dovid having arrived. 

There was a hope that Beitar represented the arrival of Moshiach Ben Dovid. (ִשיחֶָּך  that (וְַּעל ַמלְּכּות ֵבית ָדִוד מְּ

was snuffed out. That is a fourth one. The fifth one (ָך ָעָליו ָרא ִשמְּ נִקְּ  that day of Tisha (וְַּעל ַהַביִת ַהָּגדֹול וְַּהָקדֹוש שֶּ

B’av, Turnusrufus Harasha who plowed over the area of the Heichal. Until that time, Klal Yisrael 

assumed that the Bayis would be rebuilt. They saw the ruins of the building and they were eagerly 

awaiting that it would be rebuilt. The Churban of Turnusrufus is that all the remnants of ( וְַּעל ַהַביִת ַהָּגדֹול

ָך ָעָליו ָרא ִשמְּ נִקְּ  were made to disappear. The area was plowed over, the remnants of the Kosel (וְַּהָקדֹוש שֶּ

were buried, but at that moment everything changed and it was a realization that this Golus was going to 

be a long one. So we say (ם נָא ) please HKB”H. Have Rachmanus on Klal Yisrael (ַרחֶּ ַרֲחָמיו יְּרּוָשָליִ  : םבֹונֵה בְּ

 .Rebuild Yerushalayim Bim’haira B’yamainu .(ָאֵמן
 
I wish everyone an easy fast, more importantly a meaningful fast. A day on which we weep to be able to 

feel once again the closeness to HKB”H in our everyday lives. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all! 
 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5774 

Once again, I speak to you this time on my final Mishmar night of this trip here to Yerushalayim Ir 

Hakodesh. Yerushalayim which is all the more beautiful for the lack of American tourists in their silly 

outfits walking around but saddened by the new Aveilei Tzion B’yerushalayim.   

1. Let’s first speak about this week’s Parsha. In the Parsha there is a great Dvar Mussar. As you know, the 

beginning of the Parsha Moshe Rabbeinu lists cities. Each of these cities Rashi says is a Remez to one of 

the locations in which there was an altercation, in which there was a Nisayon, in which Klal Yisrael 

misbehaved. The Meraglim, the Eigel Hazav etc. There is one 1:1 ( וְָּלָבן, תֹפֶּל ) Tofeil V’lavan, there are two 

cities mentioned together which Rashi says (שתפלו על המן שהוא לבן). Which refers to the rebellion against 

the Man, complaining about the Man. The question is why does every other Nisayon mention only one 

city and this one mentions two?  

The Maharal says a Gevaldige Dvar Mussar. He says that Klal Yisrael complaining about the Man were 

guilty of two infractions, two things that they did wrong. Why? 1) They complained that the Man was not 

good. Even if it was true that the Man was not good they had no business complaining. 2) ( ָבןוְּלָ  ) this is a 

Reference to the fact that the Man was delicious. Certainly they should not have complained. Two Tainos 

says the Maharal. What a Mussar. The Maharal is saying one complaint is the fact that it was delicious 

and they complained about it and the second one was even if it is not delicious what business do you have 

complaining. Wow! Why can’t they complain if the food is not good, they have no right to complain? 

Wow! What a lesson for married men and for Bachurim who are complaining about the food in Yeshiva. 

2. Let’s move on. Moshe Rabbeinu refers to 1:22 ( בּון ֵאַלי רְּ ֻכלְּכֶּם, ַוִתקְּ ). Rashi says ( . אותה קריבה היתה הוגנת

, ותקרבון אלי כולכם, אבל כאן, וזקנים מכבדים את הראשים ללכת לפניהם, ילדים מכבדים את הזקנים ושלחום לפניהם

פין את הזקנים וזקנים דוחפין את הראשיםילדים דוח. בערבוביא ). Originally he says by Mattan Torah Klal Yisrael 

behaved, no one was pushing. The youngsters let the older ones go first. When it was time to complain 

everyone came in a state of disorder with the young pushing aside the elders. The Chidushai Harim asks 

why does Rashi mention that at Mattan Torah things were proper, the lesson of this Posuk is the 
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complaint ( בּון ֵאַלי רְּ ֻכלְּכֶּם, ַוִתקְּ ) they came in an improper fashion. Why mention that by Mattan Torah they 

came properly?  

Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman says a beautiful Teretz. He says a Teretz that goes back to an old Yesod that 

we have mentioned on numerous occasions. The Yesod of Maisim Mochichim Zes Es Zeh. That when a 

person does one thing it says Eidus (testimony) to his sincerity in other things. Here when it came time to 

complain, Klal Yisrael came (בערבוביא), they came complaining in tremendous Tumult and mixture of 

people. Well, maybe that is just their nature. Look, at Mattan Torah though, they didn’t come ( וביאבערב ) 

they came in a proper fashion.  

I remember when Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman and the Gerrer Rebbe came to America, and they came to 

Yeshiva people were screaming don’t push, Shtupt Nisht. I was thinking Shtupt Nisht? When should they 

Shtup? When a movie star comes? When Gedolim come you are supposed to want and within reason 

there should be a little Shtupping. By Mattan Torah why wasn’t there Shtupping? Why wasn’t there 

pushing? Well we might answer that Derech Eretz Kodma L’torah, because they were Baalei Derech 

Eretz. But here came another occasion and here they were pushing, they were (בערבוביא). Now it is 

M’oreir with a Taina. You don’t see Derech Eretz Kodma L’torah. When you want something badly you 

push. Maisim Mochichim Zeh Es Zeh. One incident is Mochiach on the other.  

3. Let’s talk a little about the time we are in right before Shabbos Parshas Chazzon. I would like to make 

an observation about what it says in Shulchan Aruch. I am sure many of you, probably all of you have 

learned Siman Taf Reish Nun Aleph, the Halachos of Bain Hamitzarim, the Halachos of the nine days, the 

Halachos of the three weeks. Many of you that learned it see that it seems to be a jumble, not in a clear 

order. As a matter of fact there are some contemporary people who put out books with the laws of the 

three weeks that seem to be more Mesudar, much more in order. What is the order there in the Shulchan 

Aruch?  

I would like to explain to you the order and a lesson from it. The Shulchan Aruch is in an order which is 

based on the concept of Mesorah. Everything we do, everything we learn we have to know for Halacha 

L’mayseh but there is a great difference into where Halacha comes from. In the Shulchan Aruch, the Bais 

Yosef is very conscious of this. Therefore, the Seder Had’varim, the order of Halachos in Siman Taf Kuf 

Nun Aleph is such. First the Halachos that comes from Shas, Gemara. The first three Si’ifim. Then some 

Halachos that are brought from the Rambam and other Rishonim. Then finally Minhagim, customs that 

are customs of Klal Yisrael without an early Mekor. That is the order of the Shulchan Aruch. Going back 

to where the Shulchan Aruch begins with Dinnim that come from Shas it has Halachos that come from 

Yevamos 43. As a matter of fact, S’if Bais are the Halachos that come from Maseches Yevamos. Those 

Halachos which come from Yevamos include the prohibition on marriage, on buying things of Simcha, 

limiting business. Then separately there is a Sugya in Maseches Taanis and that follows. The Sugya in 

Maseches Taanis talks about Issurim like laundering clothing and taking haircuts etc. The question being 

asked is why is this separated in Shas, why is there one Sugya in Yevamos 43 and one Sugya at the end of 

Maseches Taanis why doesn’t it have all the Halachos together?  

The answer is an important Yesod in understanding the Lomdus of the Halachos of these days. There is 

two separate Gedorim, two separate Dinim for the nine days. There are Halachos of Mishenichnas Av 

M’maatin B’simcha. When the month of Av comes we are M’ma’ait in things of Simcha (joy). That is the 

Sugya of Yevamos. That is why we don’t get married during these days and that is why we limit the types 

of buildings that we build, the types of planting that we do, the type of business that we do. Mishenichnas 

Av M’maatin B’simcha. Then there is a separate set of Halachos, the Halachos of Aveilus that we 

practice during these days and that is in Maseches Taanis. The Yad Ephraim says that these Halachos of 
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Aveilus are the Aveilus of Shloshim and that is what we observe from the Gemara in Taanis. Two 

separate Inyanim. Mishenichnas Av M’maatin B’simcha and Hanhagas Aveilus.  

This answers a number of difficult Kashas and I will mention a few. As you know, some Halachos 

Sefardim keep only on Shavua Shechol Bo, only the week of Tisha B’av. Other Halachos even the 

Sefardim keep from Rosh Chodesh. How do they decide which from Rosh Chodesh and which from 

Shavua Shechol Bo it is so confusing. Us Ashkenazim we just keep everything or just about everything 

from Rosh Chodesh except for clipping nails which we do this week but not next week. Outside of that 

we keep just about everything from Rosh Chodesh. What is the Minhag of the Sefardim? The answer is 

simple. Those Issurin that come from Yevamos 43 Mishenichnas Av M’maatin B’simcha, those certainly 

start from Rosh Chodesh the Dinnim in Mishenichnas Av M’maatin B’simcha. However, those Dinnim 

that are Dinnim of Aveilus which are from Maseches Taanis, those according to the Minhag Sefard are 

only in Shavua Shechol Bo. A clear explanation.  

This explains other things. For example, the Shulchan Aruch says we do less business. Mishna Brura S’if 

Kotton 11 says this means business Shel Simcha. How do you know? Maybe decreasing business is an 

Aveilus type Din as we know that there are times that Aveilim don’t go to business. The answer is that 

decreasing business is mentioned in Yevamos 43 which is referring to Devarim Shel Simcha. Since this is 

Devraim Shel Simcha so we understand that decreasing business refers to Inyanim Shel Simcha.  

This of course answers a question that people ask on the Yad Ephraim. The Yad Ephraim says that 

Inyanim of Aveilus we keep is the Aveilus that an Aveil keeps during Shloshim, that is what we keep 

during the nine days. The question is asked that this is not true because an Aveil is not someone who 

decreases business during the Shloshim? The answer again is that the Yad Ephraim is referring to the 

Sugyos of Masechta Taanis which are Aveilusdika Dinim. The Inyanim of Maasa Umattan is from 

Masechta Yevamos and that is M’maatan B’simcha type of Din. Buying things that cause specific joy, 

things that are decorative, or jewelry etc. The Issur on buying clothing is a separate Issur that comes from 

the Issur of laundering clothing which is related to that.  

In the Mussar Hadavar, we understand that the technical rule mirrors a dual obligation in the way we are 

supposed to be thinking and observing the nine days. M’maatan B’simcha is an emotional thing. There is 

an emotion of Simcha and we are told to be M’mai’at B’simcha. Then there is Aveilus. Aveilus has 

precise rules. Aveilus is Avodah She’b’moach, it is something that a person does actively. To feel, to 

have a sense of a time of Aveilus that we are in.  

This year with the Aveilei Tzion of Yershalayim, so many families here in Eretz Yisrael suffering in 

Aveilus of young good men who have tragically lost their lives so suddenly. It is a time to feel with the 

Aveilei Tzion of Yershalayim. When you observe Aveilus, if you connect to them you will do better. I 

was on the plane to Eretz Yisrael and I had to Daven Shemoneh Esrei and there was turbulence. It is very 

distracting. I just thought of the Talmidai HaGra who came to Eretz Yisrael on rickety boats. I am sure 

the sea was turbulent and when they stood Shemoneh Esrei they held on for dear life. I am sure they had 

Goyim who ridiculed them just as the stewardess seem to do today. As soon as I connected to the 

Talmidei HaGra my Davening was different.  

The same thing with this Aveilus. With this Aveilus think and sense that it is the Aveilus of Klal Yisrael. 

Those who are Aveilim today are people who are killed because they are Yidden are connected to all the 

Aveilei Tzion in Yerushalayim through all the generations that we have suffered. Connect to them. Sadly, 

the Aveilus is barely observed. We seem to have all these real or imagined Heteirim to bathe and take 

showers during the nine days. We seem to not worry too much about clothing that was laundered or not 

laundered, you touch the floor with it you don’t touch the floor with it, I don’t understand. Even when we 
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are obligated to sit on the floor on Tisha B’av, I remember as a boy everyone sat on the floor, elderly 

people put a cushion under them. Some had a cardboard box which would slowly crush as the day went 

on. Today everyone has comfortable seats. We don’t feel the Aveilus. We are weaker, not weaker 

physically but weaker spiritually. Maybe if we closed our eyes and felt for a minute the Aveilus, the not 

showering of a family sitting Shivah on a 20 year old son who they brought up so proudly and is no 

longer with them. The Aveilus of a young wife, an expecting wife who lost her husband and is expecting 

a child. Maybe if we felt with them we would feel the Aveilus as greater meaning.  

Hamakom Yenacheim, Klal Yisrael B’soch Aveilei Tzion MiYerushalayim. We try to feel with the 

Aveilei Tzion MiYerushalayim. Let’s hope we can be Mekayeim the Haftacha that Kol Hamisabeil Al 

Yerushalayim Zoche V’roe B’nechemasa. We can connect to Aveilei Tzion we should be Zoche and 

come to the day where we will finally say Hallel with a Beracha, full Hallel on Tisha B’av. Bim’heira 

B’yameinu. A Gutten Shabbos to all! 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5773 

I would like to share today with you 3 Vertlach, one on the Parsha, one on Tisha B’av, and one that 

connects the Parsha with Tisha B’av. Let me start with the Parshas Hashavua. In Mincha on Shabbos by 

Shemoneh Esrei we say Ata Echod V’shimcha Echod Umi K’amcha Yisrael Goy Echod Ba’aretz. We 

then mention the Avos, by saying Avraham Yageil, Yitzchok Yiranein, Yaakov Uvanav Yanuchu Bo. We 

talk about the Menucha Asida, the Menucha L’asid Lavo and we say that Avraham Avinu will celebrate, 

Yitzchok will rejoice, Yaakov and his children will rest. The question is why do we attribute joy and 

celebration to Avraham and Yitzchok and on the other hand to Yaakov we just say Menucha, that he will 

have a rest? It seems to be not consistent.  

I saw that Rav Hutner explains this part of the Shemoneh Esrei based on a concept that is actually the 

beginning of the second Perek of this week’s Parsha. In the second Perek of this week’s Parsha we find 

that there are certain nations of Eretz Yisrael that will not be conquered by Klal Yisrael. The Posuk in 2:5 

tells us that the Yerusha of Eisav will stay with Eisav. ( ָּגרּו ָבם-ַאל ָצם-ִכי ֹלא--ִתתְּ ֵתן ָלכֶּם ֵמַארְּ ַרְך ַכף, אֶּ : ָרגֶּל-ַעד ִמדְּ

ֵעָשו-ִכי ת, יְֻּרָשה לְּ ַהר ֵשִעיר-נַָתִתי אֶּ ).  In Posuk 9 we have the same thing about Moav. ( ת-ַאל ָּגר -וְַּאל, מֹוָאב-ָתַצר אֶּ ִתתְּ

צֹו-ִכי ֹלא: ִמלְָּחָמה, ָבם ֵתן לְָּך ֵמַארְּ נֵי--יְֻּרָשה, אֶּ ת, לֹוט-ִכי ִלבְּ ָער יְֻּרָשה-נַָתִתי אֶּ ). In Posuk 19 we have the same thing 

about Amon. ( תָ  ֻצֵרם-ַאל--מּול בְּנֵי ַעמֹון, וְָּקַרבְּ ָּגר ָבם-וְַּאל, תְּ נֵי-ִכי ֹלא: ִתתְּ ץ בְּ רֶּ ֵתן ֵמאֶּ נֵי--יְֻּרָשה, ַעמֹון לְָּך-אֶּ נְַּתִתיָה , לֹוט-ִכי ִלבְּ

 We are told about 3 lands, the first belonging to the descendants of Eisav and the second and third .(יְֻּרָשה

belonging to the descendants of Lot. The Posuk tells us that the Yerusha will go to them.  

In the Bris Bain Habsorim, Avraham Avinu was promised the lands of 10 nations in Eretz Yisrael as it 

says in Beraishis 15:19 – 15:21. 

 ( ת ת, ָהֱאמִֹרי-כא וְּאֶּ נֲַענִי-וְּאֶּ ת, ַהכְּ ָּגִשי-וְּאֶּ ת, ַהִּגרְּ ַהיְּבּוִסי-וְּאֶּ ). ( ת  ת-כ וְּאֶּ ִרזִי-ַהִחִתי וְּאֶּ ת, ַהפְּ ָפִאים-וְּאֶּ ָהרְּ ) .( ת ת, ַהֵקינִי-יט אֶּ נִזִי-וְּאֶּ מֹנִי, וְֵּאת, ַהקְּ ַהַקדְּ ).  Yet we 

know that when we got to Eretz Yisrael we got 7 nations. The Chazal teach that the lands of 3 nations 

( ת ת, ַהֵקינִי-אֶּ נִזִי-וְּאֶּ מֹנִי, וְֵּאת, ַהקְּ ַהַקדְּ ) were not conquered by Klal Yisrael because Lot was Zoche as Rashi 

brings in this week’s Parsha 2:5 ( , שבעה לכם וקיני וקנזי וקדמוני הן עמון ומואב ושעיר, עשרה עממים נתתי לו, מאברהם

עשאו כבנו, אחותי היא, בשכר שהלך אתו למצרים ושתק על מה שהיה אומר על אשתו, אחד מהם לעשו והשנים לבני לוט ) 

because of his faithfully accompanying Avraham Avinu during his times of difficulty for keeping the 

secret that Sara was actually his wife. Eisav got the Schar as well, for being a descendant of Yitzchok, 

getting the Berachos of Yitzchok Avinu, and being Mechabeid him, he too got Beracha. We learn in this 

week’s Parsha that when Klal Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael the full promise to Avraham Avinu that we 
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would conquer the land of 10 nations was not Mikuyam. It was only a land of 7 nations that we conquered 

with the remaining 3 waiting until the times of Moshiach.  

The 3 Shemoneh Esreis that we Daven are K’negged the 3 Shabbasos. On Shabbos unlike Yom Tov we 

say 3 different Shemoneh Esreis for the 3 different Tefillos. The Tur explains that the first Shemoneh 

Esrei refers to Shabbos Beraishis as is the Nussach, The second Shemoneh Esrei (the one for Shacharis of 

Yismach Moshe B’matnas Chelko) refers to the Shabbos of Har Sinai by Mattan Torah, and the third 

Shemoneh Esrei (Ata Echod V’shimcha Echod) refers to the Shabbos of L’asid Lavo. When Moshiach 

will come L’asid Lavo says Rav Hutner in the Mamarei Pachad Yitzchok to Pesach, Maimar 40:8. Says 

Rav Hutner, L’asid Lavo Avraham Yageil, Avraham’s Yerusha part of which went to Lot. Yitzchok 

Yiranein, Yitzchok’s Yerusha part of which went to Eisav, will now be the Yerusha of Klal Yisrael. 

Therefore, Avraham and Yitzchok will celebrate. Yaakov Uvanav Yanuchu Vo, Yaakov’s Cheilek 

Yerusha went totally to his descendants. Therefore, for them there is not this extra level of celebration 

because he had the Menucha earlier as well. Therefore in the Shemoneh Esrei of L’asid Lavo we mention 

Avraham Yageil Yitzchok Yiranein.  

I might add parenthetically that Rav Moshe in the Dibros Moshe on Perek Yeish Nochalin explains that 

Yerusha is a joy (Simcha) for a parent to pass on to a child. The Neshama wants to be able to pass on the 

Yerusha to a child. He brings a Raya from Rashi in Mishpatim 22:23 ( שלא יניחום בית דין , והבנים יהיו יתומים

 where the Posuk says an Onesh is that I will place your (לירד לנכסי אביהם לפי שאין יודעים אם מתו אם נשבו

children as Yesomim (נֵיכֶּם יְּתִֹמים  Rashi says that they will not Yarshun the father who is not alive and it .(ּובְּ

is a punishment to the father that the children won’t Yarshun. Therefore, Avraham Yageil Yitzchok 

Yiranein, this is the joy of their Yerusha coming to the right person.  

Let’s move on to a thought for Tisha B’av. Rav Druk’s Pshat can be found in his Sefer Darash Mordechai 

in the Mamarim on Tisha B’av at the beginning of Maimar 7 (on page # 76). He asks a Gevaldige Kasha. 

The Shulchan Aruch says in Siman (Taf Kuf Nun Daled) that on Tisha B’av Ain She’ailas Shalom 

L’chaveiro B’Tisha B’av. We don’t give Shalom Aleichem on Tisha B’av. V’hedyotos She’ainom 

Yod’im V’nosnim Shalom, if someone does greet you because he doesn’t know he is not supposed to, 

Maishivim Lahem B’shafa Rafa Uv’choved Rosh, we answer as if it is with difficulty and it should be a 

soft answer. The Kasha he asks is that on Tisha B’av we should be Marbe in Ahavas Chinom. The Bais 

Hamikdash was Charav because of Sin’as Chinom so Tisha B’av should be the time to be Marbe in 

Rai’us and Ahavah. It should be the time that we are Michuyav to greet everybody and to greet everyone 

with B’shafa Rechovo (a proper greeting). How is it that Punkt Tisha B’av the time that Klal Yisrael is 

punished for Sin’as Chinom there is a Halacha that we have to practice this idea of Aveilus and not greet 

people?  

To explain his answer I would like to be Makdim an idea. Sometimes I am working on a computer and 

things don’t work. The printer appears suddenly to be disconnected from the computer or something 

freezes on the screen. I don’t know much about computers but someone taught me a trick. He said if 

things aren’t working just shut the computer down and turn it on again. Shut the printer and turn it on 

again. Very often just by resetting it it will work properly.  

For human beings I have heard such a thing as well. Many years ago I heard of a Refuah for people who 

have certain speech impediments that they are told to say nothing for a week. Then to start speaking again 

with a coach, as children speak. This actually came to me in the form of a Shaila. Someone who was 

going to undergo this therapy told me about this idea about being quiet and not to say a word for a week 

and asked me what to do about Shema and Berachos. (I recall mentioning the Shaila in Shul and someone 

asking me for the name of the doctor. He said he would like to send his wife for this treatment.) At any 
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rate, there is such a Refuah to say nothing and start again. What is the idea? The idea is that when you do 

things out of habit, then very often you do it in an improper way. Reset! Start again! Don’t speak! Then 

start again and consciously speak. If you do things consciously then you will do it right. Sometimes when 

you shut things down and you start it up again, it is good.  

Rav Druk explained as best I understand that very often we greet people and talk to people, however, we 

don’t mean it. The Posuk in Yirmiya says that Yirmiya complained as it says in 9:7 ( ת יְַּדֵבר ֵרֵעהּו-ָשלֹום אֶּ ), 

people say Shalom Aleichem to their friend. ( בֹו ִקרְּ בֹו, ּובְּ יִָשים ָארְּ ), and inside this person is plotting against 

the very person he is greeting.  Greetings have become meaningless. If you ask someone how are you and 

he starts to actually answer the question you run the other way.  

Rav Druk adds that it is Sanui to HKB”H the hypocrisy of people talking in the language of greetings and 

caring when they are really very far from it. This is something that the Ribbono Shel Olam doesn’t like. 

So just the opposite. On Tisha B’av we reset things and we go through a period of mourning where we 

don’t greet our Chaveirim and then we start again. If we take a day of Tisha B’av to reflect on Ahava, on 

Ahavas Chaveirim, Dibuk Chaveirim and we take the time to reflect on what Klal Yisrael needs to do 

then we can reset the greeting of our friend. We can appreciate it the next day and it can be more 

meaningful.  

I might add, my mother Zal Zein Gezunt, recently underwent surgery and was in the hospital for a period 

of time. We noted that when you talk to the nurses and you greet them happily and you talk to them 

B’saiver Panim Yafos, you express appreciation for the good things that they do, that the nurses then tend 

to respond by living up to the expectation that you place upon them. They do become better nurses when 

they are spoken to that way.  

I couldn’t help but reflecting that it would probably work at home as well. When you talk to your wife 

with appreciation, if you talk to them in a language of thanks of B’saiver Panim Yafos they will no doubt 

respond. That type of She’ailas Shalom of caring when you come home not just to say how was your day 

but to show that you care how the other persons day was, that you are connected, that brings out the good 

in people. The reset button of Tisha B’av is to reset that idea of She’ailas Shalom.   

My third and final offering of the day takes us back to the beginning of Parshas Devorim. There in Posuk 

3 we are told that Moshe Rabbeinu did not give Mussar to Klal Yisrael until close to his death as it says in 

Rashi - (מלמד שלא הוכיחן אלא סמוך למיתה). He understood that that is the proper time. ( מיעקב שלא , ממי למד 

 He learned this from Yaakov Avinu who only gave Mussar to his children .(הוכיח את בניו אלא סמוך למיתה

very close to his Petira.  

The Ayeles Hashachar (on Posuk 3, page # 2 on the bottom going on to the top of page # 3) asks that the 

Rama in Yore Dai’a (Shin Lamed Daled) 334:1 says you should give someone Mussar even Sheminadim 

Afilu Yeish Lachush She’yeitzei L’tarbus Ra. If someone deserves Mussar do it no matter what will 

happen.  

The Ayeles Hashachar answers that punishments when it is the job of a Bais Din to give out punishments 

can give a punishment, however, by Tochacha we are Hochiach someone at a time that we feel that it will 

be most useful. There is a difference between punishing and Tochacha.  

Tisha B’av is a time of Tochacha. A time where HKB”H tells us to wake up and look around. Rav 

Tzaddok in the Tzidkos Hatzaddik has an incredible Vort. Typically he says something that is at odds 

with what all the other Baalei Machshava say. All the Baalei Machshava explain that Chodesh Av is a 

month of Hester Panim (HKB”H is hidden from us).  Rav Tzaddok says just the opposite! Chodesh Av is 
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a time of the greatest Gilui Panim. Why so? If you owe someone money and you don’t see him you don’t 

pay him. If you don’t have the money he certainly can’t expect you to come to him to pay. When you 

meet him in the street though, then there is a Gilui Panim, that is a time in which you have to pay 

(Pirayon). Rav Tzaddok says that Chodesh Av is a month of Gilui Panim. It is a time to feel the presence 

of HKB”H. To see the punishments that Klal Yisrael has endured and that HKB”H is connected. It takes a 

Baal Madreiga to see.  

The Klausenberger Rebbe (1905 – 1994) was a great hero of the post Holocaust period. My father 

attributed his return to Frumkeit to the Klausenberger Rebbe. The Klausenberger Rebbe said to someone 

who asked him how can you believe in Hashem after everything you’ve seen. He responded that it is just 

the reverse. How can such things happen, they are extraordinary and unusual, cruel things happened to a 

people, if not that there is a guiding hand, that there is a reason. We don’t understand it but a time of 

Pirayon is a time where a person can see and not ignore that HKB”H is there. Therefore, the month of Av 

is a time to see what happened to Klal Yisrael not as an Onesh but as a Tochacha. Not as a punishment for 

the sake of punishment but as HKB”H saying it does matter. I do care how things take place. I do care 

how you behave. It is a time of Gilui Panim.  

Halevai we should be Zoche to respond in the right way to these days that are coming upon us. These 

very special days are days of opportunity. The time is what you make of it. Let’s make the Avoda of the 

coming days the Avoda of the Yimai Aveilus. Ivdu Es Hashem B’simcha even the Dinei of Aveilus we 

should do with great joy for HKB”H. An easy fast to one and all.  

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5772 

For Parshas Devarim I would like to start with some introductory ideas regarding the Chumash Devarim. 

Devarim is called Mishna Torah and we know that Moshe Rabbeinu’s review with Klal Yisrael of the 

Torah. There seems to be a problem. Moshe Rabbeinu spent the whole 40 years reviewing the Torah with 

Klal Yisrael. Moshe Rabbeinu brought the Torah down from Har Sinai and without a doubt taught Klal 

Yisrael the Torah immediately. While there is always more to be learned they certainly reviewed Torah 

during the 38 or 39 years from Matan Torah until entering Eretz Yisrael. Why is this Mishna Torah, in 

what way is it a review of Torah?  

The second question is the Posuk says in 1:5 ( ה ת, הֹוִאיל מֹשֶּ ַהתֹוָרה ַהזֹאת-ֵבֵאר אֶּ ). The word (הֹוִאיל) Rashi 

translates as (התחיל) Hischil. Moshe Rabbeinu began to explain the Torah. Really? Moshe Rabbeinu 

began to explain the Torah, I thought this was just a review? This needs some explanation.  

The Netziv in Haameik Davar has an extraordinary and important insight into the idea of Moshe 

Rabbeinu reviewing the Torah for these last 37 days of his life. The Gemara in Maseches Nedarim 38 

Darshuns from the Posek in Shemos 34:1 ( נֵי-פְָּסל ֻלחֹת ֲאָבנִים-לְָּך שְּ ). Moshe Rabbeinu was told by the 

Ribbono Shel Olam (לְָּך) that some part of Torah belongs to you as an individual. The Gemara in 

Maseches Nedarim 38a (11 lines from the top) says that that refers to the Pilpulo Shel Torah. The ability 

to be Mifalpeil (to create things through the power of Pilpul) in learning. The Gemara goes on to say ( משה

 Moshe Rabbeinu behaved in a generous manner and he shared this Pilpulo .(נהג בה טובת עין ונתנה לישראל

Shel Torah which is given to Moshe and his children and he shared this with Klal Yisrael. The Netziv 

writes that for these 40 years in the Midbar (or the nearly 40 years in the Midbar) until this point Moshe 

Rabbeinu taught Mikra and Mishna to Klal Yisrael, he taught the Pesukim and what we call Mishnayos 

which of course was given over orally, but the oral law Mikra and Mishna.  
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The Gemara says that it is important to be an expert in Mikra and Mishna before one starts to say 

Pilpulim. Before one starts to be Mifalpeil in Torah (something that runs contrary to the behavior in many 

places today), but nevertheless the correct behavior is Mikra and Mishna first and Pilpulim or Gemara 

only later.  

Says the Netziv, for the nearly 40 years they learned Mikra and Mishna and of course they reviewed it 

and Chazered it. Hischil Moshe B’air, here Moshe Rabbeinu began to teach Klal Yisrael the idea of the 

Koach of Pilpulo Shel Torah of being Mifalpeil in Torah. This is not the Netziv’s own suggestion he says 

that this is based on a Medrash. The Medrash says that the Torah was given as follows. The preparation 

for the Chakira was given in the Ohel Moed (was given wherever the Mishkan travelled). Chakira, the 

power to be Chokeir, the power to investigate, that was given in Arvos Moav. Arvos Moav is where of 

course Mishna Torah takes place. Therefore, this is an insight into what Moshe Rabbeinu actually did in 

these 37 days despite the fact that the Pilpulo Shel Torah by definition is not given over ultimately in the 

words of Torah She’bichsav.  

With this we gain an understanding of Rashi. Rashi says ( בשבעים לשון פירשה להם: באר את התורה ). That 

 means it was given in 70 languages. Rashi is basing this on the concept of B’air explanation of (באר)

B’air Heiteiv. When Yehoshua put the words of Torah on the stones in 70 languages. Moshe Rabbeinu at 

least according to Rashi taught Klal Yisrael the Torah in 70 languages. Tzorech Iyun Gadol! Why in the 

world would Moshe Rabbeinu teach the Torah to Klal Yisrael in Chinese or Japanese? They didn’t 

understand Chinese or Japanese or any of the other languages? Therefore, it seems nonsensical to 

understand that Rashi means literally that it was taught in 70 languages.  

The Haksav V’hakabalah says (Rabbi Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg 1785 – 1865 on page # 332) that it 

doesn’t refer to a different language. We find in the Gemara a Lashon of Lishna Achrina, another 

language. It doesn’t mean another language. It means another version. Moshe Rabbeinu taught Klal 

Yisrael the Ayin Panim L’torah, the 70 faces of Torah. There are different ways of Darshuning Torah. 

This idea fits well with the idea of the Netziv that this was all Pilpulo Shel Torah. The investigative 

ability and quality in which Torah opens itself up to one investigating it and allows itself to be interpreted 

in many different ways . That idea is the Shivim Lashon, that idea is the Pilpulo Shel Torah.  

Rav Pam used to say ( נהג בה טובת עין משה ). Moshe Rabbeinu behaved in a generous and kind manner and 

shared it with Klal Yisrael. HKB”H wanted Klal Yisrael to have Pilpul, why did it go this way? Rav Pam 

said this is a Siman for generations that a Rebbi has to be a Rebbi who teaches Torah with (Tovas Ayin) a 

good eye. With a feeling of kindness and generosity towards his Talmidim. That is the Koach of Pilpulo 

Shel Torah.  

A second introductory idea to Sefer Devarim. The book of Devarim as I think is well known is divided 

into three parts. From the beginning until the Aseres Hadibros which is in Parshas Vaeschanan is Mussar. 

From the Aseres Hadibros until the Berachos and Klalos on Har Eival which is in Parshas Ki Savo are 

lists of Mitzvos. The third part from the Berachos and Klalos and Tochacho of Parshas Ki Savo until the 

end of the Chumash are the words of reward and punishment. The idea that Klal Yisrael will suffer 

punishment by not going in the right way and the ability of Klal Yisrael to do Teshuva as is mentioned in 

the last Parshios. So these are three sections from the beginning until the Aseres Hadibros, from the 

Aseres Hadibros until Berachos and Klalos of Har Eival, and from there until the end.  

What I had seen recently is a beautiful Remez. Moshe Rabbeinu had taught Parshas Shemos, Vayikra, and 

Bamidbar. Of course Beraishis he taught as well but that was not created by him that was created by the 

Avos. Moshe Rabbeinu had created as an agent of Hashem Shemos, Vayikra, and Bamidbar. The first 

third of Devraim which is Mussar starts with the word of ( ָבִרים ה, ֵאלֶּה ַהדְּ ר ִדבֶּר מֹשֶּ ֲאשֶּ  just like (ֵאלֶּה) .(
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Shemos starts with the word (וְֵּאלֶּה). So just as Shemos is a Limud in behavior, most of it is a Limud on 

how to behave so too is the Mussar part of Devarim teaching us how to behave.  

The section that begins the Mitzvos is in Parshas Vaeschanan 5:1 (ָרא  where we are told that HKB”H (ַויִקְּ

gave the Torah to Klal Yisrael and there it begins with the word of Vayikra and that fits well with Sefer 

Vayikra which is the second of these three Sefarim.  

The last part which is 27:9 (ַויְַּדֵבר) which is the part that deals with reward and punishment (Onesh and 

Teshuvah) starts with the word of Vayidabeir which is the beginning of Sefer Bamidbar. Sefer Bamidbar 

for the most part is the story of punishment and Teshuva, the story of the Meraglim, the story of Balak 

and Bilam, the story of the Chataim at Mei Miriva, and the Chataim at the end of Parshas Balak. 

Therefore, the Remez is there to these three Sefarim.  

I would add in line with the earlier Netziv is that the Cheilek of Mussar is also learned B’derech Pilpulo. 

Pilpul is not only in Mitzvos but in the Cheilek Hamussar and the Derech Hamachshava of having a 

deeper understanding of the Chelkei Hamussar of the Torah. So these are my two introductory comments 

for Sefer Devarim which I want to share with you.  

My third offering of the day has to do with an old Kasha I had in Parshas Ki Teitzei. In Parshas Ki Teitzei 

we learn the Bnei Amon and Moav even if they are Migayeir are not permitted to get married into Klal 

Yisrael, they are only permitted to marry other Geirim. As it says in Devarim 23:5 ( ר ֹלא-ַעל ַבר ֲאשֶּ מּו -דְּ ִקדְּ

כֶּם תְּ ם ּוַבַמיִם, אֶּ ַבלֶּחֶּ ). Because they did not come forward and offer bread and water to Klal Yisrael as Klal 

Yisrael was travelling and had come out of the Midbar. That is a Kilkul Hamidos because they didn’t 

come to offer bread and water. The Kasha that always disturbed me about this was I wondered if Klal 

Yisrael is settled in Eretz Yisrael and there would have been some other Semitic tribes travelling and 

wandering in the Midbar and coming near Eretz Yisrael. Would Klal Yisrael go out with bread and water 

and offer them food? This is something which always disturbed me.  

Learning the Parsha this week I think that I have come to the answer. Here in the Parsha we learn that 

Moshe Rabbeinu requested as it says in 2:28 ( ִבֵרנִי וְָּאַכלְִּתי ף ַתשְּ ן, אֹכֶּל ַבכֶּסֶּ ף ִתתֶּ ִלי וְָּשִתיִתי-ּוַמיִם ַבכֶּסֶּ ). Moshe 

Rabbeinu said I am not looking for free food, I am looking for you to sell us food. Offer us food as we 

travel through the Midbar. That draws another picture on the whole situation. Before if there was another 

nation or tribe wandering and coming near Eretz Yisrael that Jews would be there selling food and drink. 

Food and drink! Jews would be selling Sushi and steak and other foods. Why didn’t the Bnei Amon and 

Moav sell food, did they not want to make money? Why didn’t they go out and sell their food. Because 

there are times that human beings have such a Kilkul on a Middah that they don’t realize the needs of 

another person. They only know what they themselves want.  

Very often a collector someone from Eretz Yisrael usually, appears at our door for a donation.  We give a 

donation that we can afford or think that we can afford. It would be much better if we would think about 

what the person’s needs are, to offer him a drink. I find that when I offer a drink they are willing to take 

it. Not everyone is offering a drink. Sometimes even the use of the bathroom. Feel for the other person’s 

needs. Amon and Moav didn’t even realize that this was an opportunity to make money because they 

didn’t realize the needs of the other person. That is a true Kilkul Hamiddos.  

I would like to end today with a Dvar Halacha. I want to stress that the Halacha that I am about to tell you 

is not my Halacha. I will be reading to you a Biur Halacha which is quoting Rav Akiva Eiger and a 

Teshuva Shevus Yaakov. However, this is not well known because it is a Din out of the place from where 

it would be expected to be found. Since it is Nogea it is important for this Sunday. Let me share with you 

the Halacha.  
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In Siman Taf Kuf Nun Tes (559) we find in S’if Tes (9) a difference between Tisha B’av on a normal 

year and Tisha B’av Hanidche (a Tisha B’av which falls out on Shabbos and gets pushed off until 

Sunday). There are not many differences between the two situations. However, here we find without 

dispute a Mechabeir who says the following. He says when Tisha B’av gets pushed off until Sunday, the 

Baalei Habris (the Avi Haben, Sandek, and Mohel) who are involved in making a Bris that day are 

allowed to bathe and eat in the afternoon after the Zman Mincha Gedolah. They Daven Mincha and 

subsequently they can bathe and break their fast. That is what it says here in Shulchan Aruch. Not many 

of you are likely making a Bris, however, there is an extension in the Shvus Yaakov of this Kulo. He says 

a Kal V’chomer. He says Madach on all other fast days we don’t allow Baalei Bris to eat and still we are 

Maikel for a woman who is pregnant or someone who has a Choli K’tzas (who feels a bit ill). We are 

Maikel for them to eat if they feel any weakness. So on other Tanaisim we are not Maikel for a Mohel or 

a Sandek, however, we are Maikel for a pregnant woman or someone who has a Choli K’tzas. So Al 

Achas Kama V’kama a Tisha B’av that is a Nidche where we are Maikel for Baalei Bris certainly we 

should be Maikel for a M’uberes and a Yeish Li Choli K’tzas, that even if they feel a little bit of Chulsha 

they can break their fast on this day. This is quoted in the Biur Halacha 559:9 from Rav Akiva Eiger 

B’sheim the Shvus Yaakov.  

What is unclear is whether he means to be Maikel the entire day of Tisha B’av or only from the Zman 

Mincha and on. It would seem that (Dayo L’bo Min Hadin Lihiyos K’nidon) that it would only be from 

Mincha and on. But at least that. From the Zman Mincha which is between 1:35 – 1:40 depending on 

where you are. That pregnant and nursing woman or anybody who feels Choli K’tzas can be Maikel as if 

it was one of the other Tanaisim. I stress again that it is not my Halacha, it is a little known Halacha 

because it is in the Halachos of Bris Milah all the way at the end of Hilchos Tisha B’av.  

With that I sign off wishing everybody not only an easy fast but a meaningful fast. A day Tisha B’av 

when we feel a desire and a homesickness to be back in the Bais Hamikdash with the Shechina there 

something that we have never experienced but we have always pictured and having pictured that idea and 

thought of that idea we should desire it. That is what Tisha B’av is about. I hope that it is a meaningful 

fast for everybody. Im Yirtzeh Hashem we should be Zoche to the Geulah Shleima B’korev.  

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5771 

1:12 Near the beginning of the Parsha right after Sheini we have a very famous Posuk ( ָשא , לְַּבִדי, ֵאיָכה אֶּ

ֲחכֶּם ּוַמַשֲאכֶּם וְִּריבְּכֶּם, ָטרְּ ). Moshe Rabbeinu was complaining to the Ribbono Shel Olam that he can’t carry by 

himself the burden of Klal Yisrael.  The Ramban has an interesting Teitch on the word (ּוַמַשֲאכֶּם). He says 

that it is a language of prayer. It says in Melachim II Perek 19:4 (ִפָלה  Or in Yirmiyahu Perek 7:16 .(וְּנָָשאָת תְּ

( ִפָלה-וְַּאל ִתָשא ַבֲעָדם ִרנָה ּותְּ ) we find the Lashon of Masa to be prayer. So Moshe Rabbeinu was saying how 

can I myself be responsible to pray for everyone.  

I saw a Pshat in the Sefer Sam Derech which was put out by the children of Rav Simcha Broidy (who was 

one of the Baalei Mussar of Yerushalayim). He asks why is Tefilla called Masa, a burden. Tefillah is not a 

burden, what does it mean that Davening is a burden. There are many other Mitzvos that are much more 

difficult, than praying? 

He says an incredible thing. He says really when you pray for a fellow Jew who is in trouble, you are 

supposed to feel his pain.  The Gemara in Maseches Berachos 12b (18 lines from the top) says ( אמר רבא

ח הוא צריך שיחלה עצמו עליו"אם ת ) that if you have a Talmid Chochom for whom prayer is needed, a person 

is obligated to feel a person’s pain until he himself feels sick because of the other person’s difficulty.  
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The burden and difficulty of Davening for an Adom Gadol like Moshe Rabbeinu was the fact that it hurt. 

He felt the pain of Klal Yisrael, the pain of the people that he was Davening for. Because he felt their pain 

it is a Masa, something that has to be carried.   

This reminded me of something Rebbezin Pam once told me. Many of you may remember that Rav Pam 

would see people after Davening Shacharis in the morning. He would talk to people, sometimes in the 

Bais Medrash and sometimes in the office and of course they would sometimes tell him about their 

difficulties and problems that they were going through. Rebbezin Pam told me that when Rav Pam would 

return home after Shacharis when people would meet with him, he could not eat breakfast right away. He 

needed time to calm down. He was too aggravated and he had an aggravated stomach so to speak and he 

found it difficult to eat and to digest food. This is how Rav Pam felt the pain of people who came to him. 

And that is the (ֲחכֶּם ּוַמַשֲאכֶּם  the heavy burden of needing to Daven for a great Tzibbur of Klal Yisrael ,(ָטרְּ

and great needs.  

1:16 ( ת, ָוֲאַצּוֶּה ֵטיכֶּם-אֶּ ק-ָשמַֹע ֵבין: ֵלאמֹר, ָבֵעת ַהִהוא, שֹפְּ דֶּ ם צֶּ תֶּ ַפטְּ ָאִחיו ּוֵבין ֵּגרֹו-ִאיש ּוֵבין-ןֵבי, ֲאֵחיכֶּם ּושְּ ). In this Posuk we 

have mention of the Mitzvah to judge properly and correctly when people come before you. This is a 

Mitzvas Asei to judge as it says in the Gemara in Maseches Kesuvos 106a (top line) where Rashi  brings 

this Posuk as a Mitzvas Asei for judges to judge cases that come before them ( מצות . האי עשה והאי עשה

  .(הדיינים עשה ושפטתם צדק

In the Tosafos Beracha which is the Torah Temimah’s Sefer on Chumash, he has an interesting 

discussion. He brings from a Teshuva of the Chasam Sofer that if judging is a Mitzvah why don’t we 

make a Beracha when we judge. A Dayan when he judges should make a Beracha on the judgment that he 

is about to render? 

The Chasam Sofer answers that he doesn’t make a Beracha because the people who come before him as 

litigants may not accept the judgment. Since they may not accept the judgment we don’t make a Beracha.  

It is a Safeik what will happen.  

The Torah Temimah says that this is a very difficult Teretz, it is very hard to understand. The Mitzvah to 

judge has nothing to do with whether the people accept the judgment or not. It is the judge’s job to render 

a decision. Whether people do or do not accept the judge’s decision is something else.  That is a separate 

issue. Therefore, he asks a Kasha on the Chasam Sofer and remains with a Kasha.  

I would like to suggest a Teretz. In the beginning of Parshas Shoftim, it says 16:18 ( ִרים ִטים וְּשֹטְּ ן, שֹפְּ לְָּך -ִתתֶּ

ָכל יָך-בְּ ָערֶּ שְּ ). There it is a Mitzvah not on the judge but on Klal Yisrael to set up a system of judges. Judges 

and Shotrim. Shoter is a police officer.  

The Rambam counts it as one Mitzvah, to appoint judges and to appoint officers, people who will enforce 

the law. I believe that it is the Ohr Hachayim Hakodesh who says Im Ain Shoftim Ain Shotrim, Im Ain 

Shotrim Ain Shoftim. To have judges without police to enforce the law is a waste, it is not useful. 

Because when people go to a Din Torah and we can’t enforce it, that is what happens today in America, 

we can’t enforce the Dinei Torah. That is why we have terrible results. Therefore, says the Ohr Hachaim 

Hakadosh, it is one Mitzvah to have Shoftim and Shotrim.   

If so, we can understand the Chasam Sofer. Why don’t we make a Beracha when we judge? Perhaps in 

the time of the Shotrim we did. However, nowadays if someone doesn’t accept the judgment then the 

judgment is a waste of time, a waste of effort. In a time that there are Shotrim then perhaps yes we might 

make a Beracha. This is the Chasam Sofer’s Pshat. 
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I will move on to the Torah Temimah’s Pshat. He has a different Pshat as to why we don’t make a 

Beracha. It is an incredible insight. I will be Makdim that in the Teshuvas HaRashba it says that we don’t 

make any Berachos on Mitzvos Bain Adam L’chaveiro. On Mitzvos between people we don’t make a 

Beracha. Not on Kibbud Av V’aim, not on giving Tzedakah, not on Bikur Cholim etc. He says that as a 

rule so we accept the rule.  

However, the Torah Temimah gives us an insight. We say Asher Kidishanu B’mitzvosav V’tzivanu. The 

Beracha is Asher Kidishanu B’mitzvosav (who has made us holy with his Mitzvos) V’tzivanu. Kedusha 

says the Torah Temimah is a language of separation. Kiddushin the Gemara says because it is a language 

of as it says in Maseches Kiddushin 2b (4 lines from the top) ( ע כהקדש"דאסר לה אכ ) a woman who 

accepts Kiddushin is separated from the rest of the world. So that Kedusha is a Lashon of separation. 

Asher Kidishanu B’mitzvosav, Hashem separated us from the nations of the world through his Mitzvos, 

V’tzivanu and gave us the following commandment.  

Says the Torah Temimah, we can only say this Beracha on a Mitzvah that Goyim don’t have. Judging is 

an obligation on Bnei Noach as well. Even things like Kibbud Av V’aim and Tzedakah that Goyim are 

not obligated in are Mitzvos Sichliyos, they are logical Mitzvos. We can’t say Asher Kidishanu 

B’mitzvosav, that Hashem separated us through his Mitzvos by giving us the following Mitzvah. Because 

in this Mitzvah we are not necessarily separated from the Umos Haolam. The Umos Haolam likewise 

have this particular Mitzvah and therefore we cannot say Asher Kidishanu B’mitzvosav.  

The Mitzvos come to separate Klal Yisrael to make Klal Yisrael distinct from the nations of the world.  It 

is also in the language of the Shemoneh Esrei from Yom Tov. We say Atah V’chartanu Mikol Hoamim, 

Hashem you have chosen us from all the nations. V’romamtanu Mikol Hal’shonos, and you lifted us up 

from all the other tongues. We say V’kitashtanu B’mitzvosecha, V’kairavtanu Malkeinu La’avodasecha. 

That is the order of the Beracha.  When we understand this insight that it is a language of separation, 

Kedusha. That this Kedusha is something which separates us from the Umos Haolam that is what we 

make the Beracha about. We don’t make Berachos on things that Goyim have as well. We have now 2 

Terutzim, the Chasam Sofer’s Teretz and now the beautiful Teretz of the Torah Temimah.  

The question of the week which has two steps a simple version and a more complicated version is: 2:28 

( ִבֵרנִי וְָּאַכלְִּתי ף ַתשְּ ן, אֹכֶּל ַבכֶּסֶּ ף ִתתֶּ ַרגְָּלי, ַרק; ִלי וְָּשִתיִתי-ּוַמיִם ַבכֶּסֶּ בְָּרה בְּ עְּ אֶּ ) we find that messengers were sent to 

Sichon Melech Cheshbon. They wanted to pass through their land. Klal Yisrael offered to pass through 

and pay for the food and drink that they would need on their journey as the Posuk says above. The next 

Posuk continues ( ר ָעשּו נֵי ֵעָשו-ַכֲאשֶּ ִבים בְֵּשִעיר, ִלי בְּ ִבים בְָּער, וְַּהמֹוָאִבים, ַהיֹשְּ ַהיֹשְּ ). Allow me to pass through and 

buy food as the Bnei Eisav and the Moavim had done previously. They allowed us to pass through and 

buy food. So you Sichon do the same. This is what it says in the Posuk. This is a Pele. This is a very 

difficult Posuk.  

Later in Parshas Ki Seitzei 23:4 the Posuk says ( ַהל יְּרָור, יָבֹא ַעמֹונִי ּומֹוָאִבי-ֹלא ִבקְּ ). That Jews are not allowed 

to marry the men of the nation of Amon and Moav. The reason is as it says in the next Posuk 23:5 ( ַבר -ַעל דְּ

ר ֹלא כֶּם-ֲאשֶּ תְּ מּו אֶּ ם ּוַבַמיִם, ִקדְּ ְךבַ , ַבלֶּחֶּ רֶּ ָריִם, דֶּ כֶּם ִמִמצְּ ת; בְֵּצאתְּ ר ָשַכר ָעלֶּיָך אֶּ לְַּקלְּלֶּךָ --ִמפְּתֹור ֲאַרם נֲַהַריִם, בְּעֹור-ִבלְָּעם בֶּן-ַוֲאשֶּ ). 

That they didn’t offer food and drink. They didn’t offer food and drink? Ai we have the Posuk that we 

brought down before from our Parsha 2:29 ( ר ָעשּו נֵי ֵעָשו-ַכֲאשֶּ ִבים בְֵּשִעיר, ִלי בְּ ִבים בְָּער, וְַּהמֹוָאִבים, ַהיֹשְּ ַהיֹשְּ )? 

Moav did offer food (Ammon might not have) and therefore there seems to be a tremendous difficulty. 

This is the Poshut version of the Kasha.  

(Ed. Note: the recording was blurry so I might have missed something here. 3:4 ( ת ָבֵעת , ָעָריו-ָכל-ַונִלְּכֹד אֶּ

יָה--ַהִהוא ר ֹלא, ֹלא ָהיְָּתה ִקרְּ נּו ֵמִאָתם-ֲאשֶּ ּגֹב-ִשִשים ִעיר ָכל: ָלַקחְּ בֶּל ַארְּ לֶּכֶּת עֹוג ַבָבָשן, חֶּ ַממְּ ) The answer is as follows.) It 

is true that Moav did offer food and drink to the Jewish people. What is going on in Parshas Ki Seitzei? 
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The answer is that we have to understand the meaning of the Pesukim in Parshas Ki Seitzei. There it says 

( ַהל יְּרָור, ֹונִי ּומֹוָאִבייָבֹא ַעמ-ֹלא ִבקְּ ). Members of Moav and Amon shouldn’t come into the nation of Hashem. It 

gives two reasons. 23:5 ( ר ֹלא-ַעל ַבר ֲאשֶּ כֶּם-דְּ תְּ מּו אֶּ ְך, ַבלֶּחֶּם ּוַבַמיִם, ִקדְּ רֶּ ָריִם, ַבדֶּ כֶּם ִמִמצְּ ר ָשַכר ָעלֶּיָך  ;בְֵּצאתְּ תַוֲאשֶּ ִבלְָּעם -אֶּ

לֶּךָ --ִמפְּתֹור ֲאַרם נֲַהַריִם, בְּעֹור-בֶּן לְַּקלְּ ). Because they didn’t give food or drink and because they hired Bilam Ben 

B’or to come and curse Klal Yisrael. The simple meaning of the Posuk is that both Ammon and Moav 

had a hand in each of these things in not offering food and in hiring Bilam.  

The Ramban says no. Don’t marry Ammon and Moav, one reason for each. Ammon because they didn’t 

give you food and Moav because they hired Bilam Ben B’or. Good so we have a Teretz to our Kasha, 

wonderful. So what is the Kasha?  

This Ramban, Rashba, Ritva is something of a problem. As you know Dovid Hamelech married Rus 

because we say that you are not allowed to marry a Moavi but you are allowed to marry a Moavis. Derech 

Ish L’kadeim V’ain Derech Isha. It is the manner of men to go out and offer food and drink. Women (Kol 

Kevuda Bas Melech P’nima) are not expected to go out and offer food and drink. This is not like the 

Ramban, Rashba, and Ritva? It said Moavi because they didn’t offer food and drink. So what is going on 

a Moavis is permitted because it is not the Derech for a woman to go out? It is a tremendous difficulty.  

I want to end with the question from last week: This question has to do with the Haftorah of Yirmiya 

Perek 1:11. There Yirmiya sees a vision in which he sees the branch of an almond tree (ה  .(ַמֵקל ָשֵקד ֲאנִי רֹאֶּ

Hakadosh Baruch Hu says ( אֹות ָת ִלרְּ ָבִרי-שֵֹקד ֲאנִי ַעל-ִכי: ֵהיַטבְּ ַלֲעשֹתֹו, דְּ ) that is a sign that the Churban is 

imminent.  

Rashi explains that an almond from the time it buds to the time it gets ripe goes through a 21 day process. 

Similarly from the time of Shiva Asar B’tammuz the time that the city was breached until the Churban 

Bais Hamikdash would be 21 days. That is what Rashi says.  

My Kasha is there are not 21 days from 17 Tammuz to the 9
th
 of Av there are actually 22 days. Shiva 

Asar B’tammuz was a Tuesday, so the Tuesday of Tisha B’av will be the 22
nd

 day. The Bain Hamitzarim 

the period that we typically consider to be 3 weeks is actually 22 days. There seems to be an inaccuracy in 

Rashi who calls it 21 days. Even more disturbing is that the Maharal also says that it is 21 days as 

K’negged the time of Rosh Hashana until Hoshana Rabba which is 21 days. So what is the Remez that 

Rashi sees with 21 days? Im Kain Tzorech Iyun Gadol.  

When a person becomes aware of the Tzarah he has to be involved with dealing with the Tzarah. The 

world looks black things look terrible and it looks like the Tzarah will never end. During the time that a 

person is involved there is a special level of anguish. There comes a time when the Tzarah comes to an 

end. It can end even in a way that is not what a person has desired. It can end with a lost job or another 

difficulty. When the Tzarah is finished and the tumuling, the Behala, the confusion of dealing with the 

Tzarah has passed. It comes Tisha B’av, the day that the Behala of the 3 weeks has ended. Tisha B’av is 

not the happy ending of course as the Bais Hamikdash was set on fire. At that point it is not the same Tzar 

of the last 21 days. The 21 days of going through the anguish and difficulty. The Tzar of fighting the 

enemy and trying to keep them away. That is especially difficult. There is a certain Simcha to rebuild and 

rebound when the Tzarah is over. Tisha B’av is the day the Tzarah came to an unhappy end. Tisha B’av is 

a Moed. When the problem is over even if it is unhappily the anguish, the Behala, the confusion is over 

and a person can start to rebuild and then a person can have hope again.   

That is the lesson of the 21 days. Tisha B’av is something else. The pain and anguish which is Bain 

Hamitzorim, the time between the periods. The time between the periods is especially difficult. In life it is 

a lesson to remember. During times of anguish and Behala that someday it will pass and however, it 



20 
 

passes human beings B’ezras Hashem rebuild. We should see Yerushalayim rebuilt with tremendous 

Simcha.  

  

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devarim 5770 

ָבִרים  א 1:1 ל, ֵאלֶּה ַהדְּ ה אֶּ ר ִדבֶּר מֹשֶּ ָרֵאל-ָכל-ֲאשֶּ ֵעבֶּר, יִשְּ ֵדן, בְּ ָבר ָבֲעָרָבה מֹול סּוף ֵבין  :ַהיַרְּ --וְָּלָבן ַוֲחֵצרֹת, תֹפֶּל-ָפאָרן ּוֵבין-ַבִמדְּ

 Rashi on the first Posuk of the Parsha tells us the Torah is Merameiz how Moshe Rabbeinu is וְִּדי זָָהב

speaking to Klal Yisrael with Divrei Toichacha about the things that have happened over the past 40 

years. He references the Eigel and Rashi says that the Lashoin Remez is used so as to not embarrass Klal 

Yisrael and to speak to them B’derech Kavod. לפי שהן דברי תוכחות ומנה כאן כל המקומות שהכעיסו : אלה הדברים

לפיכך סתם את הדברים והזכירם ברמז מפני כבודן של ישראל, ני המקום בהןלפ    

The question that the Sifsei Chachamim bring is, it is true that in the first Pesukim it is B’Lashoin Remez, 

however, later in this week’s Parsha and throughout Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu is Moichiach on them 

with very powerful words. So what does it mean that it was given B’Lashoin Remez so as to not to offend 

the Kavod of Klal Yisrael? 

The nicest Teretz to this is the Teretz that the Sifsei Chachamim brings from the Maharal. The Maharal 

writes that the crucial time to be Zahir in the Kavod of others is in the very beginning. At the beginning 

when Moshe Rabbeinu spoke to them he did it B’derech Kavod. Once he developed a rapport he said 

things straight out. However, at the beginning, it needs an extra Zehirus.  

He brings a Raya to this from another Rashi in Parshas Behaloischa 9:1 ל  א ַבר-ַויְַּדֵבר ירָור אֶּ ִמדְּ ה בְּ ִסינַי -מֹשֶּ

ַריִם ץ ִמצְּ רֶּ ש ָהִראשֹון, ַבָשנָה ַהֵשנִית לְֵּצאָתם ֵמאֶּ ֵלאמֹר--ַבחֹדֶּ   where Rashi says that the story of the Korban Pesach 

took place obviously in Choidesh Nissan, however, Sefer Bamidbar starts 1:1  ל  א ַבר -ַויְַּדֵבר ירָור אֶּ ה בְִּמדְּ מֹשֶּ

ש ַהֵשנִי ַבָשנָה ַהֵשנִית  :בְּאֹהֶּל מֹוֵעד, ִסינַי ָחד ַלחֹדֶּ ַריִם, בְּאֶּ ץ ִמצְּ רֶּ ֵלאמֹר--לְֵּצאָתם ֵמאֶּ  with the story in Choidesh Iyar. Why 

is it not in order? Rashi explains because of the Kovad of Klal Yisrael. It was a Bizayoin that Klal Yisrael 

brought only one Korban Pesach while in the Midbar for the 40 years, therefore, it doesn’t begin with that 

story. This is a Raya that the Kavod of someone is most important at the very beginning. 

The Torah Temimah and Toisafois Beracha explains with this something else that is a Kasha that most 

probably bothered many.   In Maseches Pesachim on Daf Bais the first Mishna where the Mishna uses the 

word Ohr L’arba’a Asar instead of the phrase Layl for night. This is to teach us to talk B’Lashoin Nikiya. 

There is a Tana Divei Rabbi Yishmael that says that a person should always talk B’Lashoin Nikiya and 

that is why it starts with Ohr and not Layl.  

The question is there are many places where it says Layl. As a matter of fact in Pesachim itself Rabbi 

Yishmael says Layl, on 7b (8 lines from the bottom) ד בודקים"ישמעאל לילי י' תנא דבי ר  so if there is only one 

place where it says Ohr what is the lesson of speaking in Lashoin Nikiya?  

The answer is with the same Yesoid. Anything you begin should be with an extra Zehirus and a extra care 

of how you are saying it and that is the idea of Ohr L’arba’a Asar, because you are starting a Masechta, 

start with an extra level of Nikiya. With relationships as well, we try to start with our best impression at 

the beginning and it is an important thing.  

ֵדן  ה 1:5 ֵעבֶּר ַהיַרְּ ץ מֹוָאב, בְּ רֶּ ה, בְּאֶּ ת, הֹוִאיל מֹשֶּ ַהתֹוָרה ַהזֹאת ֵלאמֹר-ֵבֵאר אֶּ  Moshe Rabbeinu explained the Torah. Of 

course Moshe didn’t begin to explain here, he had been explaining the Torah over the last 40 years in the 

Midbar. Rashi explains  בשבעים לשון פירשה להם: באר את התורה  that Moshe Rabbeinu explained the Torah in 

70 languages. It is very hard to understand Rashi, why would Moshe Rabbeinu teach Klal Yisrael the 



21 
 

Torah in all 70 languages? It is one thing to write in on a stone when you enter Eretz Yisrael and it is 

another thing to teach it to the Dor Hamidbar for people who grew up in the Midbar who didn’t even 

understand 70 languages as they most probably only understood Lashoin Koidesh. So what is Pshat in this 

Rashi?  

The Sefer Haksav V’hakabala (Rabbi Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg 1785 – 1865 on page # 332) which was 

written by one of the Talmidim of Rabbi Akiva Eiger, says a great Pshat. What does 70 languages mean? 

We know that the Gemara oftentimes uses the expression Lishna Ach’rina to introduce a second Pshat. 

This doesn’t mean another language; however, it means another way of looking at it. So here it doesn’t 

mean 70 languages, it is sort of like Shivim Panim L’Toirah. The Gemara uses this expression that there 

are 70 faces to Torah. This can be the Mekor to that. The Torah was said in these 70 languages which 

were 70 Panim to Toirah.  

This is very significant as the whole time Moshe Rabbeinu was alive he was the Posek for Klal Yisrael. 

He didn’t teach them 2, 3, or 4 ways how to look at something. He taught them that there was one way to 

look at something. He might have taught them one way in Pshat, one way in Drush, one way in Soid, one 

way in Remez, however, they were never things that could be contradictory. However, when Moshe was 

preparing to leave the world here so he started to really explain the Torah and to teach them the 70 faces 

to Toirah because then the Talmidim of Moshe Rabbeinu  would then have the Koach to be Mechadeish 

in Toirah. It is a very Geshmake Pshat in a Rashi that most people don’t see exactly this way.  

A thought for Tisha B’av. It is better to understand the Kinnos and get Mussar from the Kinnos and not 

say all of them than to not have any feelings when saying the Kinnos and say all of them. The Pachad 

Yitzchok on Purim, Inyan Gimmel or so says, we find that when Klal Yisrael came to the Yam Suf they 

Davened, Shemos 14:10  עֹה  י ִריב, ּוַפרְּ נֵי; ִהקְּ אּו בְּ ת-ַויִשְּ ָרֵאל אֶּ ַריִם נֵֹסַע ַאֲחֵריהֶּם-יִשְּ ם וְִּהנֵה ִמצְּ אּו, ֵעינֵיהֶּ אֹד ַויִירְּ ֲעקּו , מְּ ַויִצְּ

נֵי ָרֵאל-בְּ ל, יִשְּ יְּרָור-אֶּ   Moshe Rabbeinu tells them in 14:14 ם; יִָלֵחם ָלכֶּם, ירָור  יד ַתֲחִרשּון, וְַּאתֶּ   that Hashem will 

fight for you. The Tefillah did have some significance as we say in our Davening every day from 

Nechemia 9:9 ת  ט א אֶּ ָריִם, ֳענִי ֲאבֵֹתינּו-ַוֵתרֶּ ִמצְּ ת; בְּ תָ -וְּאֶּ סּוף-יַם-ַעל, זֲַעָקָתם ָשַמעְּ  That the Tefilla was heard. What is 

the Pshat? Was the Davening significant or was it not significant?  

Klal Yisrael grabbed the faith of their predecessors (the Avois) by turning to Davening. The way to 

understand what Rav Hutner is saying is that there are two aspects to Davening. The main thing is that 

there should be a cry from the heart. This is the Avoida She’B’Leiv. Another aspect of Davening is, 

Emunas Avoisainu B’yadainu. Connecting to the Avois, they Davened so we Daven. Even when we 

Daven without Kavana, we Daven the Shemone Esrei of the Anshei K’nesses Hagidoila and we connect 

ourselves to the Emunah of our Avois. That aspect of Davening, the faith aspect, the Emunah aspect, that 

everything is connected to the Boirei Oilam, and we are connecting to the Avois and generations, that is a 

significant piece of Davening.  

Sometimes during the Kinnos on Tisha B’av or the Selichois during the Yomim Noraim, we sometimes 

feel disconnected, we lose the train of thought and we are sometimes if not oftentimes just saying words. 

This is not ideal. We should have in mind Emunas Avoisainu B’yadainu, that we are saying Kinnos that 

have been said by people all over the world for generations. We are connecting to all the Doirois of 

Emunas Avoisainu B’yadainu. That is a most significant aspect of the Kinnos that we have on Tisha B’av.  

The question of the week is: 2:28 – 29 ִבֵרנִי וְָּאַכלְִּתי  כח ף ַתשְּ ן, אֹכֶּל ַבכֶּסֶּ ף ִתתֶּ ַרגְָּלי, ַרק; ִלי וְָּשִתיִתי-ּוַמיִם ַבכֶּסֶּ בְָּרה בְּ עְּ אֶּ   

ר ָעשּו  כט  ִבים בְֵּשִעיר, ִלי בְּנֵי ֵעָשו-ַכֲאשֶּ ִבים בְָּער, ַהמֹוָאִביםוְּ , ַהיֹשְּ ר--ַהיֹשְּ ֱעבֹר-ַעד ֲאשֶּ ת, אֶּ ֵדן-אֶּ ל, ַהיַרְּ ץ-אֶּ ר, ָהָארֶּ יְּרָור ֱאֹלקינּו -ֲאשֶּ

 Klal Yisrael begs the Amoinim to buy food and drink and let me walk through your land. If you נֵֹתן ָלנּו

look at Bamidbar 20:21 ת, ֱאדֹוםַויְָּמֵאן   כא ָרֵאל-נְּתֹן אֶּ ָרֵאל; ִבגְֻּבלֹו, ֲעבֹר, יִשְּ ֵמָעָליו, ַויֵט יִשְּ   you see that Edoim didn’t 
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let Klal Yisrael pass through their land. Klal Yisrael had to travel around Edoim as it says in 21:4 עּו   ד ַויִסְּ

ְך יַם, ֵמהֹר ָהָהר רֶּ ֹ , סּוף-דֶּ ב ת, בִלסְּ ץ ֱאדֹום-אֶּ רֶּ ַצר נֶּפֶּש; אֶּ ְך, ָהָעם-ַוִתקְּ ַבָדרֶּ , so what does the Posuk mean ר ָעשּו נֵי -ַכֲאשֶּ ִלי בְּ

 Even if you want to say that they didn’t let them go through but they gave them food and drink, look ? ֵעָשו

at 21:5 הבֵ , ַויְַּדֵבר ָהָעם  ה מֹשֶּ ַריִם, אֹלקים ּובְּ ֱעִליֻתנּו ִמִמצְּ ָבר, ָלָמה הֶּ ֵשנּו ָקָצה, וְֵּאין ַמיִם, ִכי ֵאין לֶּחֶּם  :ָלמּות ַבִמדְּ ם , וְּנַפְּ ַבלֶּחֶּ

ֹלֵקל  The Yidden complained that they had no food or drink so it is obvious that Edoim didn’t provide ַהקְּ

them with any. They only had Man. It is a very puzzling Posuk?   

 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Devorim/Shabbos Chazoin 5769 

In his introduction to Sefer Devorim, the Ramban writes B’lashoin Safeik whether the additional Mitzvois 

that are told to Klal Yisrael in Sefer Devarim were told here at the end of the 40 years in the Midbar or 

were they told earlier and for whatever reason they were written here. It is a Davar Pele, because the 

Ramban has a Tzad that perhaps all these Mitzvois were not Noiheig in the Midbar and for whatever 

reason the Ribboinoi Shel Oilam pushed it off until this point.  

Chumash Devarim has many common Mitzvois like Kriyas Shema, Birchas Hamazon, Kiddushin, Gittin, 

and Yibum. In Parshas Ki Seitzei there are the rules of who a person is permitted to marry. As a matter of 

fact, Chumash Devarim has more Mitzvois than any of the other Chumashim. Yet the Ramban says, that 

these Mitzvois were said here at the end.  

Interestingly, the Kli Chemda at the beginning of the Parsha brings a Teshuvas Haratbaz in Kli Chemda, 

Gimmel. The Ratbaz is Matmia on the Ramban. He says could it be that Moshe Rabbeinu hid his Nevua 

for 40 years? The Kli Chemda says this isn’t such a Shtarke Kasha because the Ribboinoi Shel Oilam told 

him to hide it. There is a Prat that is very Shver. The Ramban says that maybe the reason why Hakadoish 

Baruch Hu pushed it off until here is because these Mitzvois are Mitzvois She’ainoi Tidiroi, meaning they 

are Mitzvois that don’t come up all the time. Many of them are Noiheg only in Eretz Yisrael and it wasn’t 

important to mention them prior to here. The problem of course is Birchas Hamazoin and Kriyas Shema 

that does come up all the time. Regarding Birchas Hamazoin, the Kli Chemda says something very 

interesting.  

In Maseches Berachois 20b that was mentioned last week in connection with the Machloikes Rashi and 

Toisafos regarding if women are Mechuyav in Birchois Hamazoin Midioiraisa, Rashi 32 lines from the 

top in Dibbur Hamaschil Oi Dirabanan says that Eretz is Mi’akeiv in Birchas Hamazoin ( דכתיב . או דרבנן

שהיה מיוצאי והארץ לא נתנה לנקבות להתחלק ואי משום בנות צלפחד חלק אביהם הם דנטלו (שם)על הארץ הטובה אשר נתן לך 

 Since women don’t have a Cheilik in Eretz Yisrael they wouldn’t be Mechuyav Midioiraisa in .(מצרים

Benchting. The Kli Chemda says very Geshmak, Klal Yisrael in the Midbar didn’t have a Cheilek in 

Eretz Yisrael, so Mimeila they weren’t Michuyav in Birchas Hamazoin the whole 40 years that they were 

in the Midbar. It fits well. The Gemara says Kisheyarad Lahem Haman Titen Lahem Moshe Birchas 

Hazon. Moshe Rabbeinu made a Takana, so it is a D’rabanan that they should say the first Beracha of 

Benchting until Hazon Es Hakoil. The Beracha of Noide L’cha that discusses Eretz Yisrael wasn’t 

Mesaken at that time. Moshe was Mesakein the Beracha in order for Klal Yisrael to give thanks and 

Hakaras Hatoiv for the Man. It is very Geshmak according to this that the Mitzvois were Einoi Tidiroi. 

The Gemara says that they were able to buy Chitim from the Bedouins that roamed in the Midbar so it 

was Einoi Tidiroi. According to this, it wasn’t even Shayich to them the Mitzvah of Birchas Hamazoin 

and Mimeila it is Geshmak that the Mitzvah wasn’t given until later.  
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There is a question regarding the Tefillin that they wore. The Mitzvah of Tefillin is in Parshas Bo, 

however, 2 of the Parshois of Tefillin (Shema and Vehoiya Im Shamoi’a) are first here in Chumash 

Devarim. So what type of Tefillin did they wear? Here we can’t say that they weren’t Mechuyav in 

Tefillin because they were Mitzuva in Parshas Bo. The Brisker Rav says that they had Tefillin with all 4 

Parshios. However, the Parshios of Shema and Vehaya have 2 Dinnim. There is one Din that they are part 

of Torah meaning it didn’t exist until here and the other Tzad is that it is part of Tefillin and Tefillin they 

received as a Mitzvah in Parshas Bo already with these 2 Parshios included.  

A last question on the Ramban is that the reading of Kriyas Shema since it is done daily how could the 

Ramban say that the Mitzvois listed in Chumash Devarim are Mitzvois that are Einoi Tidiroi?  

Kim’at the last Shiur that Rebbi heard from Rav Moshe when he would go to Tiferes Yerushalayim on 

Fridays, was when the Yeshiva had just started learning Maseches Gittin. Rav Moshe mentioned that the 

first Toisafos in Gittin which is Dibbur Hamaschil Hameivi Get ( ג דלשאר שטרות פעמים נמי קרי "אע. המביא גט

לקמן דף )חותמין על הגט אלא מפני תיקון העולם ואיירי בכל שטרות ובפרק התקבל אין עדים :( לקמן דף לד)גט כדתנן בהשולח 

מ לא הוצרך לפרש כאן גט אשה משום דברוב מקומות היכא דקתני גט סתם "נמי תניא וכן לגיטין ומפרש התם גיטי ממון מ.( סד

י שמע בשם רב האי גאון ובשם רבינו "ב ור"ת משום דגט גימטריא י"ב שורות בגט אומר ר"איירי בגט אשה ומה שנוהגים לכתוב י

:( דף יג)ב שיטין המפסיקין בין ארבעה חומשי ספר תורה כדאמר בבבא בתרא "סעדיה משום דכתיב ספר כריתות כשיעור י

 (שצריך להניח ארבעה שיטין בין כל ספר וספר והפסק שבין וידבר למשנה תורה לא חשיב שאינו אלא חוזר ושונה מה שלמעלה

explains that the reason why a Get has 12 lines is Merumez to the blank lines between the Chumashim in 

a Torah. Between every Chumash is 4 blank lines which is = to 12 lines (between Beraishis and Shemos 

(4), between Shemos and Vayikra (4), and between Vayikra and Bamidbar (4)). What about the 4 blank 

lines between Bamidbar and Devarim? Toisafos says 3 lines before the end of that Toisafos, V’hefseik 

Shebain Vayidabeir L’mishne Torah, Loi Chashiv, She’einoi Ela Choizer V’shoine Ma Shelamala. 

Meaning there is nothing new in Devarim and it is only Chazarah from what was mentioned earlier. Rav 

Moshe asked, there are more Mitzvois in Devarim than in any other Chumash?  

Rav Moshe answered if Klal Yisrael had not been in the Midbar for 40 years there would not be a 

Chumash Devarim. However, where would these Mitzvois be? There are Parshiyois in the Torah that are 

full of the Chataim of Klal Yisrael. For example, Ki Sisa - Eigel, Shelach - Meraglim, Koirach. Had it not 

been for the Chataim, the MItzvois would have been there. Like this the Torah would have been complete 

after only 4 Sefarim.  

In 3:11 ( לְֶּך ַהָבָשן-ִכי ַרק ָפִאים, עֹוג מֶּ ר ָהרְּ ַאר ִמיֶּתֶּ זֶּל--נִשְּ ש ַברְּ רֶּ שֹו עֶּ נֵי ַעמֹון, ִהנֵה ַערְּ ַרַבת בְּ ָכּה: ֲהֹלה ִהוא בְּ , ֵתַשע ַאמֹות ָארְּ

ַבע ַאמ ָבּהוְַּארְּ ִאיש-בְַּאַמת--ֹות ָרחְּ ) the Posuk describes the size of Oig’s bed. He was such a big giant that his bed 

was nine Amos in length and 4 Amos in width, in the Amos of Oig as Rashi explains in Dibbur 

Hamaschil B’amas Ish ( באמת עוג: באמת איש ). Oig was a giant. Let’s say a normal person has a bed that is 

3 or 4 Amos long. So if you are measuring his bed against his Amos then it stands to reason that his bed 

should have been 3 or 4 Amos long. So it doesn’t seem to make sense that his bed should be 9 of his 

Amos long. Maybe Rashi got this from the fact that the Gemara says that Oig picked up a mountain and 

how big could the mountain be if Oig was only 9 Amos tall of a regular Amoh. Still, the Pshat is very 

hard to understand.  

Every Yom Tov we are Mehadeir the things we do, Tisha B’av is a little more difficult to accomplish this. 

It is very important to try the best we can to have some feeling of a Hergish of the loss of Eretz Yisrael. 

This is something that is very important. On Tisha B’av a person should not be Maisiach Daas, it is not 

appropriate to read a newspaper. It is more appropriate to go to sleep on Tisha B’av or go to work on 

Tisha B’av than to be schmoozing or Hoilalus. Therefore you should try to make it a useful time by going 

to a Kinnos that is explained properly, go to the videos that are shown, and there are things a person is 
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permitted to learn. The same thing with the Mitzvois of the Nine days that not everyone keeps properly. 

Not everyone tried on their clothing ahead of time the way it is supposed to be. People touch it to the floor 

and other things. There is a bit of an Eitza. On Shabbos, one can wear one shirt Leil Shabbos, than hang it 

up. Wear a different shirt Shabbos morning then hang it up before your nap in the afternoon. Then for 

Mincha, wear a different shirt. Like this, you will have 3 shirts for next week that will not be freshly 

laundered to wear. There is a Kula that not many are aware of. The Chayei Adom says clothing of 

Ketanim up until 13 years old and the Mishna B’rura says clothing of Ketanim you only have to be 

Machmir on Shevua Shechal Boi. Meaning that until Shabbos, one is permitted to do laundry for their 

Ketanim. After Tisha B’av, we are Machmir on not doing laundry until Chatzois of Yud Av. This year 

there is a Heter to do laundy earlier only on things that are needed for Shabbos. However, the Mishna 

B’rura, Biyur Halacha, and Chayei Adom bring B’feirush that Motzoei Tisha B’av is not more Chamir 

than the Nine days that is not Shevua Shechal Boi (like today and tomorrow). Meaning, one would be 

able to do laundry for their Ketanim up until 13 or preferably until 10 years old, on Thursday night next 

week (Motzoei Tisha B’av).  

We should be Zoiche to the Binyan Beis Hamikdash Bimheira B’yamainu! 

 


