
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 כי יהיה לאיש בן סורר ומורה )כא:יח(
If a man will have a wayward and rebellious son (21:18) 

 

 ואמרו אל זקני עירו בננו זה סורר ומרה )כא:כ(
They shall say to the elders of his city,  

“This son of ours is wayward and rebellious” (21:20) 
Why is the word 'מרה'  spelled without a ‘Vuv’ in the second 

Posuk while it is spelled with a ‘Vuv’ in the first Posuk? It is the way 
of parents to minimize the sin of their children and to try to seek 
merit for them in every situation, therefore, the second Posuk 
when the parents are speaking, the word is spelled without a ‘Vuv’ 
to minimize the severity of his sin.  

(Siach HaParshah as brought in Nimletzu Lechki) 
 
 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

When one performs the Mitzvah of Shiluach 

Ha’ken, sending away the mother bird before taking 

the eggs or the chicks, they are guaranteed goodness 

and long life (22:7). The Sifri comments that if such 

great reward comes for such a simple act, as there 

are no expenses to do this Mitzvah, imagine how 

much greater the reward is for doing Mitzvos where 

one does spend money on it! 
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                Candle Lighting: 6:45  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:09   Gra: 9:45 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:46 

Chatzos: 12:50       Sh'kiah: 7:01 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 7:42 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:14  

                                                 (some say 8:24) 
 
 

 
               Next Week: Ki Savo 
              Candle Lighting: 6:33 

The Mishnah Brurah (280:7) cites the Yerushalami which says, “The 

sole purpose that Bnei Yisroel got the Mitzvos of Shabbos and Yom Tov, is 

to enable them to have time to study Torah”. The Mishnah Brurah (290:5) 

also quotes the Medrash: “As Bnei Yisroel were about to enter Eretz 

Yisroel, the Torah asked Hashem, ‘Once everyone is settled in their fields 

and vineyards, when will Bnei Yisroel have time to study Torah?’ Hashem 

replied, ‘I have designated Shabbos as your partner. On Shabbos when 

work in the field is prohibited, everyone will spend the day studying 

Torah’.” The Sifsei Chachamim writes that the purpose of creation was for 

us to study Torah, (see Rashi, Bereishis 1:1), and without Torah study, the 

world cannot exist. If there would be no Shabbos as a Day of Rest, there 

would be no time for Torah study, and the world wouldn’t function. By 

creating ‘rest’, Hashem enabled us to have time for Torah study, which 

enables the world to continue existing! 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

When the Torah is lifted up by Hagbah and 

everyone sees the writing of the Torah, they should 

say, ‘V’Zos HaTorah…’, and the Torah is then rolled 

up by Gelilah. It is a Mitzvah to roll the Torah so the 

stitches of sewing between two sheets of Klaf will be 

in the center of the two sides of the Torah scroll.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:25) 

 

לולא 'יד  
14 Elul 

 לרפואה שלמה

חי' דבורה עהילד יהושע בן אלט  
 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Alter of Novardok would teach, “How long must a person toil 

over learning Mussar? He must learn until he changes himself 

from bad to good. We can compare this to a wagon that has 

turned over. How long must a person toil to set it straight 

again? Obviously, he must work until the wagon is upright again 

and back in its original position!” (Sparks of Mussar) 
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos       
It says in Shir HaShirim (6:3), אני לדודי ודודי לי, which means that 

I am to my beloved and my beloved is to me. The first letters of the 

words of this Pasuk, spell the word ‘Elul’, and it describes the 

characteristic of the month of Elul. It is a month of immense love 

between Hashem and His nation. The Baal Ha’fla’ah calls these 

days, ‘days of friendship’, because these are the days of a close 

relationship between Hashem and the Jewish people. Rav Chaim 

Brim, zt”l, once asked one of his students, “How are you, my 

cousin?” The student didn’t understand, since they were not related 

to each other. Rav Chaim Brim explained, “In the month of Elul, 

Hashem is like a caring Uncle, as it says in the Pasuk Ani L’Dodi, 

and Dod is an uncle. Since we each have the same caring Uncle, that 

makes us cousins!” Many Chassidim once came to visit Rebbe Meir 

of Premishlan, zt”l, for the Shabbos when the Bentched Rosh 

Chodesh Elul. After Shabbos, the guests each wanted to speak with 

their Rebbe privately, to seek his advice before they returned home, 

but the Rebbe said that he didn’t have the time to speak with them. 

He explained, “At the end of the year, every merchant assesses his 

expenses and profits because he needs to see if his business is losing 

money or gaining, what is going well with his ventures and what 

needs improvement, as well as which areas need to be abandoned 

entirely. If merchants don’t make this calculation, their business will 

certainly fail. Similarly, at the end of the year, every Yid must make 

a similar evaluation. He should devote time for considering his 

deeds, and to see which of them are earning him a fine profit in 

Olam Haba, and which are causing him a loss. What needs to be 

improved, and what should be stopped altogether. I haven't made 

this calculation yet, and I need to invest a lot of time into this. I’m 

sorry, my dear students, but I don’t have the time right now speak 

with you privately.” May Hashem grant us the opportunity to utilize 

this precious time in the month of Elul to examine our lives, work on 

the areas that need improvement, and build a strong bond and 

relationship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu! 
 

 L’Maaseh       
Rav Elimelech Biderman writes that we know that Hashem is leading 

the world and directs all events. Most of this takes place ‘behind the scenes’, 

where we aren’t even aware of what is happening, but sometimes Hashem 

gives us a glimpse to let us see how he is involved and ‘pulling all the 

strings’. Even when matters aren’t the way we would want them to be, if we 

look closely, we will see how everything is being run by Hashem, and 

everything is for the good. Levi was a Yeshivah Bachur learning in Eretz 

Yisroel, and he had a slight problem. An ‘off Shabbos’ was coming up for his 

Yeshivah and his parents were not going to be home for that Shabbos. It 

wasn’t an option to stay in Yeshivah for Shabbos, and he needed a place to 

go. Levi asked his friend Shimon if he would like to go to Tzfas for Shabbos, 

and Shimon agreed. That Friday, they boarded the last bus to Tzfas, but the 

bus got stuck in traffic several times along the way. As the sun was starting 

to set and they saw it would soon be Shabbos, they realized they could not be 

on the bus anymore. They were only near Teveria, and they had at least a 

half hour ride to go until they would reach Tzfas. Levi and Shimon realized 

that they must get off the bus quickly, because it was only a few moments 

before Shabbos. The bus driver opened the door for them, and they began 

their trek to Teveria. Levi and Shimon were very disappointed. They had 

planned to be in Tzfas for Shabbos and now they will be in Teveria, and they 

had no idea of where they could stay. As they walked, they blamed 

everything they could. Levi wondered, “Why couldn’t he have just gone 

home for Shabbos? Why did the Yeshivah have an ‘off Shabbos’ specifically 

this week? Why couldn’t he at least have stayed in Yeshivah?” Shimon was 

also filled with anxiety. He said to Levi, “Why did you convince me to go 

with you? I could have gone home, peacefully.” When they reached Teveria, 

it was already dark. They were hungry, tired, and depressed. They walked up 

to the first house they saw with a Mezuzah, and decided to try their luck. The 

first thing they noticed when they reached the front door was a child’s sign 

hanging which said, ‘The Cohen’s Practice Hachnosas Orchim’, but Levi 

and Shimon were still anxious and thought, ‘Maybe they won’t let us in, 

despite the generous sign that one of their children apparently made in 

kindergarten? Furthermore, how can we know that we can trust their level of 

Kashrus? Also, maybe there won’t be enough food for us, since they 

certainly weren’t expecting us to come for Shabbos?’ But they knew they 

didn’t have a choice because they had nowhere else to go. They lightly 

knocked on the door. Mr. Cohen opened the door and greeted them. He was 

noticeably overjoyed to see the two boys, and he graciously invited them in 

to be his guests for Shabbos. Shimon and Levi were happy to discover that 

Mr. Cohen was a Ben Torah, and they knew that they could trust his level of 

Kashrus. Shimon and Levi Davened in the house since all the Shuls had 

finished Davening by that time, and then they came to the table, to join Mr. 

and Mrs. Cohen’s Shabbos Seudah. It seemed that somehow the Cohen’s 

expected some sort of company because there was plenty of food. Mr. Cohen 

noticed that the boys were surprised by the abundance of food, so he 

explained that he and his wife had just returned earlier that Friday morning 

from a trip to Europe, and neighbors prepared the Shabbos food for them. 

“They thought that our children would be home, so they prepared for the 

children as well, however, we sent our children to their grandparents in Bnei 

Brak for Shabbos. So it seems that all the food was prepared especially just 

for you!” Levi and Shimon enjoyed a very uplifting Shabbos. They sang 

Zemiros for hours, and Levi, a young Talmid Chacham, offered many 

beautiful and clever Divrei Torah. The Cohen’s were very impressed by 

Levi's Middos, his Yiras Shamayim, and the Divrei Torah that he said over, 

and they thought that he would be a good match for their daughter. 

Immediately after Shabbos they called a Shadchan to arrange the Shidduch, 

and soon afterwards, they started dating and eventually they became 

engaged! Levi and Shimon thought that being stranded in Teveria was a 

problem, but it proved to be that Hashem did it for their great benefit! 
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 בס"ד

In Birchas HaTorah we say the Brachah: “Baruch Atah 
Hashem HaMelameid Torah L’Amo Yisroel”, that Hashem 

teaches Torah to Klal Yisroel. Rav Reuvein Karelenstein says that 

the Torah is not just for those who are brilliant at learning, but it 

is also for those who are weak learners. There are Tzadikim and 

Gedolei HaDor, like the Gaon Rav Yitzchok Elchanan from 

Kovna and the Maharam Shick, who were very weak learners 

when they were young, and they turned out to be Torah giants and 

leaders of their generation. They wanted so badly to understand 

their learning that they didn’t stop working at it until they saw 

success from it. Why were they successful? Because they, and 

each one of us, has a good Teacher. The best Teacher. The One 

Who is Melameid Torah L’Amo Yisroel— Hashem Himself! The 

Zohar teaches that someone who wants to purify himself, help 

from Shamayim is given to him, and one that desires to get close 

to Hashem, Hashem brings him closer. We all have Hashem as 

our Teacher, our Rebbe, and He can help us understand His Torah 

and help us grow in Ruchniyus. This is the meaning of the 

Brachah we say each morning in Birchas HaTorah.  
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


