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Wave Your Banner High  
Adapted from a Chumash Rashi shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Bamidbar 5764 

  לע"נ האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה שרה ע"ה בת הרב נטע אריה ז"ל ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.  

In parshas Bamidbar the possuk says, (במדבר ב, ב) “  ישראל בני חנוי אבתם לבית באתת דגלו על איש

יחנו מועד לאהל סביב מנגד , Bnei Yisrael shall encamp, each man under his banner, with the symbols 
of their fathers’ houses, at a distance around the Ohel Moed they shall encamp.” Rashi comments, 
“  אבנו כגוון אחד כל צבע זה של כצבעו לא זה של עוצב בו תלויה צבועה מפה אות לו יהיה דגל כל - באתת

 יעקב להם שמסר באות אבותם לבית באותות אחר דבר. דגלו את אחד כל יכיר כך ומתוך בחשן הקבועה
 ישאוהו וזבולן ויששכר יהודה צום כאשר כן לו בניו ויעשו( נ בראשית) שנאמר ממצרים כשנשאוהו אביהם

'וכו דרוםה מן וגד ושמעון וראובן המזרח מן , According to the symbols – each flag staff shall have a 
symbol, a colored flag hanging on it, the color of one not being like the color of the other, each 
color matching the color of the stone which represented that shevet on the breastplate of the 
Kohein Gadol, and thus each person could recognize his banner. Another point, the symbols of 
their fathers’ houses, according to the signs that Yaakov Avinu gave them when they carried him 
[during his funeral procession] from Egypt, as it says “and Bnei Yisrael did for him just as he had 
instructed them, [which was that] Yehudah, Yissachar and Zevulun shall carry him from the 
east[ern side of the bed], Reuven, Shimon and Gad from the south etc…”  

Deeper Meaning 
We see from Rashi’s comment that the Torah placed considerable significance to the arrangement 
in which the Shevatim camped in the Midbar. This is surprising as one might have thought that 
this was purely a practical matter, and that the banners were only necessary in order to help each 
person locate his place from within the multitude of people encamping together. 

 In addition, the fact that the precise location of every Shevet was specified on the basis of the 
arrangement that Yaakov Avinu had dictated to his sons shows that there is a deep inner 
significance to the arrangement that we must attempt to understand.Q1   

In The Image of The Angels 
This is reflected in the words of the Midrash which says, ( ב, ג הבמדבר רב ) “  הביאני" )שיר השירים ב, ד(

 (, יחסח תהלים) שנאמר מלאכים של רבבות ב"כ עמו ירדו סיני הר על ה"הקב שנגלה בשעה "היין בית אל
 שראו כיון ",מרבבה דגול" (, יה שיר) שנאמר דגלים דגלים עשוים כולם והיו ",שנאן אלפי רבותים יםקאל רכב"

 לכך כמותן דגלים נעשים אנו כך לואיו אמרו לדגלים מתאוים התחילו דגלים דגלים עשוים שהם ישראל אותן
 לעשות נתאויתם מה ה"הקב להם אמר וכו' "אהבה עלי ודגלו" וכו' סיני זה "היין בית אל הביאני" (ב שם) נאמר
 לישראל אותם ה"הקב הודיע מיד "משאלותיך כל' ה ימלא" (, וכ תהלים) משאלותיכם ממלא שאני חייכם דגלים

שנתאוו כמו דגלים אותם עשה לך למשה ואמר , He brought me into the house of wine – When 
Hakadosh Boruch Hu descended upon Har Sinai there descended with him two hundred and 
twenty thousand angels, as it says, “The Chariots of Hashem are twice thousands, thousands upon 
thousands,” and they were all arranged by banners, as it says, “ [My Beloved is] distinguished 
amongst ten thousand.” When Klal Yisrael saw that they were arranged by banners they began to 
desire to be arranged by banners, and they said, “If only we were arranged like this, by banners.” 
As it says, “He brought me into the house of wine,” this refers to Sinai, “His banner was over me 
with love,” Hakadosh Boruch Hu told them [Klal Yisrael], “What have you desired, to be arranged 
by banners? By your lives! I will fulfill your request, [as it says] “Hashem will fulfill all of your 
requests.” Immediately Hashem informed Klal Yisrael and told Moshe, “Go and arrange them by 
banners as they desired.”” 

From this Midrash it is clear that the banners of Klal Yisrael were of tremendous significance, and 
that the source for this commandment stemmed from their desire to emulate the Malachim at 
Maamad Har Sinai. The nature of that significance however is not clear, and the fact that Klal 
Yisrael were so enthralled by the arrangements of the Malachim also requires explanation as the 
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closeness to Hashem that Klal Yisrael achieved during Maamad Har Sinai and the awesome 
experience that they went through would seem to have been relatively much more significant 
than the way the Malachim were grouped.Q2 

This prompts another question - what are the implications of the fact that the angels were 
arranged under banners,Q3 and why does the Midrash refer to Klal Yisrael meriting a similar 
arrangement as “דגלו עלי אהבה, His banner was over me with love” implying that this was a 
tremendous gift full of Hashem’s love?Q4 

We must also ask, why was this concept, revealed to Klal Yisrael specifically at Mattan Torah?Q5  

The Greatness of the Banners 
There is another Midrash that describes the breathtaking sight of Klal Yisrael encamped in the 
Divinely dictated places with extremely powerful terminology. The Midrash (תנחומא יא) says, “  ֹישא

 יםוגדול יםקדוׁש. (י ו,השירים יר ש) הכלבנ היפ, רׁשח כמו ההנשקפ זֹאת ימ: בהכתו רׁשאמ הז. תבאותו דגלו לע
 להם אמרו שחר כמו הנשקפה זאת מי ואומרים ותמיהין בהן מסתכלין היו ם"עכו כלם בדגליה ליׂשרא היו
 אתכם עושין ואנו אצלנו לך ובאי לנו הדבקי השולמית בישו שובי מהו (שם) השולמית שובי שובי ם"עכו

 שמא לנו נותנין אתם גדולה ומה בשולמית תחזו מה להם אומרים וישראל וכו' והגמונים ודוכסין שלטונים

?יהודה מחנה בדגל במדבר ינוקאל לנו שנתן כגדולה לנו ליתן יכולין אתם שמא ?המחנים כמחולת , Bnei 
Yisrael shall encamp, each man under his banner, with the symbols – About this the possuk says, 
“who is this who looks like the [glory of the] morning, beautiful as the moon,” Holy and pure 
where Klal Yisrael under their banners and all of the idolatrous nations looked at them [Klal 
Yisrael] and exclaimed, saying, who is this who looks like the morning? Return, oh Nation… What 
does it mean return return? [It means that they told Klal Yisrael] Come, join us and come be with 
us and we will make you rulers and dukes and governors… And Klal Yisrael answered them, what 
can you see of the Nation? What greatness can you provide us with? Perhaps like the circled 
camps? Could you give us greatness like that which our G-d gave us in the desert with the banner 
of the camp of Yehudah…?” Upon contemplating this Midrash, one must ask, what is the 
greatness of the banners that so outdid the offers of power that the Goyim made to Klal Yisrael?Q5  

In the Merit of the Banners Hashem will Forgive Us 
Later in the same Midrash (סי' טז) it says, “ , בעולם הזה עשיתי אתכם דגלים, אמר להם הקדוש ברוך הוא

קול דודי הנה זה בא מדלג על  )שיר השירים ב, ח( ולעולם הבא בזכות הדגלים אני מדלג וגואל אתכם, שנאמר

 Hakadosh Boruch Hu told them, in this world I arranged you into banners and in the next  ,ההרים
world, in the merit of the banners I will skip over and redeem you, as it says, the voice of my 
Beloved, behold it is coming, skipping over the mountains.” Although this Midrash certainly 
conveys a very powerful message, the fact that it brings out this message through drawing a 
connection between the words ‘דגל, flag’ and ‘דילוג, to skip’ is surprising, as these two words, 
while their roots do contain the same letters, do not seem to have any real connection to each 
other, and this should make it impossible to derive a Drashah based on this connection.Q6 

Our Flag! 
The Beis Yisrael of Gur once made a short comment that, when one delves into it, sheds light on 
the significance of a banner and will serve as the foundation for the answer to our questions. In 
the years immediately following World War II there was a government official in Jerusalem named 
Avraham Chetzroni, who was of Yekkishe origin. When the Gerrer Chasidim started to arrive in 
Eretz Yisrael after the war, he was very surprised, having never seen Chasidim up close, to see 
these Chasidim dressed in a way that seemed odd to him, with their pants tucked into their socks. 
It was explained to him that the unpaved streets of Poland would often be covered with mud and 
as the material that was used to make socks was cheaper than the material used for making pants, 
it was sensible for a person to tuck his pant legs into his socks and sacrifice the socks in order to 
protect his pants from becoming dirty and worn out. Still puzzled by the fact that the Gerrer 
Chasidim continued this custom even in Eretz Yisrael where the streets were not muddy, Mr. 
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Chetzroni actually posed this question to the Beis Yisrael when he once merited an audience with 
him regarding official business. The Beis Yisrael responded to him, “Have you never seen the flag 
of a nation? נזער פוןדאס איז או , this is our flag!” 

The Beis Yisrael’s terse answer contains a powerful message. Every nation has a flag, a unique 
banner which represents their nation, which, with its unique symbols and color scheme, is 
designed to inspire pride and patriotism in the people of that nation. Similarly, the traditional 
style of dress of the Gerrer Chasidim, although it no longer served its original practical purpose of 
protecting their pants from mud, was still retained due to its symbolic value, as it represented 
‘Chasidei Gur’ and would thus infuse them with pride in the traditional value system that they 
stood for.  

To Make Us Proud 
This concept played a powerful role during Maamad Har Sinai. Chazal (תנחומא כי תשא לא) tell us that 
the first pair of Luchos were broken because they were given publicly, with great fanfare, whereas 
the second pair of Luchos endured because they were given to Klal Yisrael in a private manner 
through Moshe. Based on this, the question arises, why did Hashem choose to give the first Luchos 
in such a public manner despite the dangers that this would pose?Q8  

The answer is that during their long and degrading subjugation in Egypt, Klal Yisrael had naturally 
become downtrodden and demoralized as the mentality of a slave was slowly driven into them. 
When Klal Yisrael stood at Maamad Har Sinai, they were due to enter into a covenant with Hashem 
and become His servants, as the Torah tells us, (ויקרא כה, כב) “עבדי הם, they are My servants,” which 
Chazal (.בבא מציאה י) understand to mean “עבדי ולא עבדים לעבדים, they are My servants, and not 
the servants of servants.” This undertaking necessitated that they be freed of the remnants of 
their emotional subjugation to their Egyptian masters in order that they be able to accept upon 
themselves the yolk of their Heavenly master instead. In order to facilitate this process, Hashem 
gave us the Torah in a glorious manner, with magnificent heavenly revelations which were 
reported around the world, thus effectively giving Klal Yisrael something unique that they could 
be proud of. The fact that they received the Torah, in a way that announced their status as the 
Chosen People to all the nations of the world, functioned as a ‘flag’ to give them something that 
they could remember and take pride in.A8  

Individual Banners Representing Individual Abilities 
Amidst the great revelations that took place at Har Sinai, Klal Yisrael saw that the angels were 
divided into sub-divisions, and they understood that each banner represented that group’s unique 
abilities and duties.A3  They deduced from this that in addition to being unique as a nation, and 
that they could be proud of having received the Torah, there also existed an opportunity to 
identify the strengths and abilities that their individual Shevatim were given and the unique role 
in Avodas Hashem that those abilities made them ideal for. When the Midrash says that Klal 
Yisrael were so enthralled by the arrangement of the angels, and also desired to be arranged 
under banners, it means that they longed to be given the understanding of what constituted the 
individual strengths of their shevet so that they would also be able to serve Hashem in the most 
optimal way.A2  

A Loving Gift to a Nation that Desired to Serve Hashem 
Hashem saw that their request came from a desire to serve Him in the most ideal way possible, 
each group according to their unique abilities, and granted their wish, giving each shevet a banner 
that matched the color of their stone which was on the breastplate of the Kohein Gadol.  These 
stones which also had the name of the shevet engraved on them were worn to atone for Klal 
Yisrael, as they served as a reminder of the positive characteristics and traits of the shevet that 
they corresponded to.  
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Similarly, the fact that Yaakov Avinu dictated to his sons that they stand in the same formation as 
they were destined to camp in the Midbar also reflects on the fact that their positioning was not 
random. On the contrary, it was because Yaakov Avinu knew and recognized the unique strengths 
and abilities of each of his children that he positioned them accordingly, and this also 
corresponded to their arrangement in the Midbar .A1 

This granting of Klal Yisrael’s request was a great gift from Hashem, given out of love, as it allowed 
them to personalize their Avodah and draw close to Him in a way that would not have been 
possible if they would have served Hashem only in a ‘one-size-fits-all’ generic fashion.A4   

A Banner to Wave 
The division of Klal Yisrael under individual banners was directly connected to Mattan Torah 
because in essence it was an extension of the method through which Klal Yisrael and been infused 
with national pride. Just as the sensational Maamad of Mattan Torah had elevated them, so too 
every shevet now had a banner that represented their unique attributes in Avodas Hashem and 
elevated them to help them maximize their potential.  

Rashi’s explanation that the banners were necessary in order to help each person locate his place 
reveals another level of depth to the purpose of the banners. When an individual member of Klal 
Yisrael saw that each shevet had unique abilities he would also come to understand that the 
power of uniqueness does not stop there, and that within each shevet, each family was unique, 
and ultimately that each individual was unique, as Chazal tell us, (אבות ד, ג) “ אין לך אדם שאין לו

  ”.there is no man who does not have his hour ,שעה

Based on this we can now understand what is meant when Chazal (אבות ו, ו) tell us that recognizing 
one’s place is one of the forty eight ways of acquiring the Torah. When a person recognizes his 
own personal place, his inimitable strengths and his unique abilities, he will be able to wave his 
own personal banner and inspire himself to use those unique gifts in order to reach new heights 
in Avodas Hashem, Torah and Mitzvos, just as Klal Yisrael were inspire to do at Maamad Har 
Sinai.A5  

Leap Over the Challenges 
We can now explain that the connection between ‘דגל’ and ‘דילוג’ is that through having one’s 
own banner that infuses them with pride in the gifts that they were given, a person is given 
another gift in that they become elevated above the temptations of the Yetzer Harah and the 
nations of the world because when a person is truly aware of his value and the fact that he has a 
unique mission in Avodas Hashem, it makes him mindful of the fact that he would not want to 
tarnish his Neshama and lower himself from such a lofty position by committing sins which are 
beneath him and would only hinder his ongoing mission. This awareness is kept at the forefront 
of a person’s mind by his own individual banner, which, when coupled with the energy and 
inspiration that the banner infuses him with, allows him to ‘leap’ over the temptations,A7 as there 
is nothing the Yetzer Harah, or the secular world, could offer that can exceed the thrill and deep 
spiritual fulfillment that a person feels from fulfilling his purpose in creation.A6  

Wave Our Banner High 
We must take this message to heart and wave our banners high, inspiring ourselves and those 
around us to feel pride in having been chosen to receive Hashem’s Torah, and pride in our abilities 
and duties as individuals and as a nation, thus elevating ourselves above the temptations of this 
world, so that we may merit receiving the Torah anew, and Hashem answering our prayers, amen 
KY”R. 
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