
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Iron Furnace 
Pesach 5777/ Issue 96  

By Rabbi Dov Keilson 

 

With the very special Yom Tov of Pesach coming 

towards us and Klal Yisroel once again preparing to leave 

Mitzrayim, it is imperative for us to try and appreciate 

what Golus Mitzrayim meant to our nation. 

 In many places, as our title portrays, the exile of 

Mitzrayim is called the “Cur Habarzel”; loosely translated 

as ‘the iron furnace. Just an iron furnace is used to 

cleanse and purify metal, the time spent in Mitzrayim was 

meant to purify our nation and transform them to become 

the holy people worthy of accepting Hashem’s Torah, and 

then the gift of Eretz Yisroel as well. 

 The Mahril Diskin Zt’l explains that this idea is 

brought out beautifully in the Pesukim at the beginning of 

Sefer Shemos: The Torah states, “Veileh Shemos Bnei 

Yisroel Habuim Mitzraymah, EisYaakov Ish U’veiso 

Bou.” 

Why does the Torah begin by telling us about the 

children of Yisroel, and afterwards mentions that it was 

Yaakov and his family that came? He explains that the 

Torah is alluding to us of the great transformation that 

took place pre and post Golus Mitzrayim. While when 

they entered it was Yaakov and his family, 210 years 

later, they were emerging as ‘the Bnei Yisroel’. After 210 

years of the most difficult exile and suffering r’l, they 

were coming out as a nation of holiness and purity. 

The Mahril uses the theme above to explain a 

Posuk in the Torah: The Torah tells us in Parashas Lech 

Lecha that Avraham Avinu asked Hashem the following 

question: “Bamu Eida Ki Irushena” ‘with what will I 

know that I will inherit it to them?’ The question of 

Avraham Avinu to Hashem really was, ‘with what merit 

will my children be able to inherit the land of Eretz 

Yisroel from me?’ To this Hashem replies, revealing a 

portent of what was to come; Golus Mitzrayim. Hashem 

was telling Avraham, that the experience of Golus 

Mitzrayim would allow his children to become worthy of 

Eretz Yisroel. As the Gemara teaches us, (Meseches 

Berachos): Eretz Yisroel is acquired specifically through 

yesurin, suffering. Thus through the incredibly difficult 

iron furnace, Klal Yisroel acquired their holy rights to a 

holy land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maharil points out beautifully that Rashi in 

Parashas Vayishlach (36,7) says this quite clearly: When 

Esav was separating ways from his brother Yaakov after 

that very momentous reunion, he clearly said that he will 

go to Har Seir, while Yaakov can take Eretz Yisroel; for 

he does not wish to go to Golus Mitzrayim and thus he 

will not have the rights to Eretz Yisroel! 

And when the Hagada tells us that Esav attained 

Har Seir and Yaakov and his sons went down to 

Mitzrayim, the Bal Hagada ends off his paragraph with 

these words: “Boruch Shomer Havtochoso Liyisroel”- 

Blessed is the one who guards His promise to Yisroel”. 

The promise referred to here, explains the Maharil, is not 

only the promise of being freed from Mitzrayim, but also 

the promise of gaining Eretz Yisroel; this was assured to 

those who became ‘Yisroel’ after the 210 years of Golus 

Mitzrayim. It was these years that elevated them and 

transformed them. 

 With all of the above we can possibly have a new 

understanding of a Mitzvah and it’s Beracha that we merit 

to fulfill every Seder night; that of Maror, the bitter herbs. 

We remember the very bitter experience of Golus that 

Klal Yisroel endured for so many years, and appreciate 

even more what they were thus freed from. Why is it 

though that we make a Beracha to Hashem for the Maror? 

Simply understood we are thanking Hashem for the 

Mitzvah He has given us through our Sages; but I have 

heard from Rav Miller Zt’l time and time again, that we 

are also thanking Hashem for the bitter times too; for it 

was from those times itself that Klal Yisroel were truly 

elevated, and thus merited so much. We do not wish bitter 

times on anyone ch’v, but in hindsight we can appreciate 

that what happened to our nation during those very trying 

years had to only be for the benefit of our nation. And as 

much as we surely do not attempt to truly understand why 

Klal Yisroel had to go through the pain r’l, we must 

recognize that Hashem’s purpose and goal for our nation 

is only to make us great; and it is truly because of His 

eternal and overwhelming love for us that we went thru 

Golus and thus merited the Geulah…BSD 
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