
                                                                            Sponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a lovSponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a lovSponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a lovSponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a loved one. Eed one. Eed one. Eed one. E----mail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.com    

    

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Devarim-Chazon 5777 

 
Debarim, the last of the 5 books of Moses, contains the words of rebuke and encouragement given by Moshe 
to his people in the last days of his illustrious life. As he tells of the highlights of the Israelite’s travels over the 
40 years in the desert, the tale of the spies surfaces as a key turning point in the history of our people. At the 
request of the masses and with the consent of G-d, Moshe agrees to send a group of righteous leaders, one 
from each tribe, to investigate the nature of the Promised Land and its inhabitants. Supposedly, with the 
information in hand, a strategy for conquering the land would then be devised. But history would not work 
out as planned.  

The spies returned with a negative, fear instilling report. ”The land is good, but the inhabitants are just too 
strong for us to conquer and remove from the land”, they announced. The people started to cry and then 
rebel in spite of the assurances of Yehoshua and Caleb. Hashem in His anger decided to kill off the entire 
generation during 40 years of wandering in the desert before allowing their children to enter the land as 
conquerors. “Tonight you cried for no reason” He declared, “therefore, you will cry for generations on this 
night.” 

And so it has been for thousands of years –the mazal–luck– of the Jewish people has been bad on that night– 
the night of Tisha B’Ab. The first and the second Temple were destroyed by gentile armies – on Tisha B’Ab. 
The city of Bitar was raped and pillaged and hundreds of thousands of our gentle brethren were slaughtered 
on Tisha B’Ab. The Jews were expelled from Spain and England–on the night of Tisha B’Ab. The terrible 
history of the destruction of Judaism in Europe at the hands of the Nazis y”s, began with the political 
upheaval of World War I, which, not coincidentally, began on the night of Tisha B’Ab in 1914. 

What connection is there between the sin of the spies and the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem? What 
can we do to right the wrong and end the exile that we have been suffering for 1937 years? 

Our Sages explain that the people, who lived at the time of the Temple’s destruction by the Romans learned 
Torah, did misvot and performed acts of kindness. Why was the Temple destroyed? Because of sin’at hinam –
baseless hatred. Jealousy and selfishness created differences in people. ”Why does he drive such a nice car 
and I pray that mine will start every time that I put the key in the 
ignition?” – ”I work so hard and do everything with impeccable 
honesty, so how come his business is flying and mine can’t show a 
profit?” Questions like these are at the root of baseless hatred. They 
doubt the correctness of G-d’s “distribution system”. You might even 
go so far as to say that they reveal a lack of Faith! 

Herein lies the connection between the sin of the spies and the 
destruction of the Temple. The people became frightened by the 
report of the spies because they lacked faith in G-d’s ability to deliver 
the Promised Land in the face of mighty enemies. The people at the 
fall of Jerusalem suffered from jealousy and selfishness which are rooted in a lack of faith and are manifest in 
sin’at hinam – baseless hatred. The night of retribution for both is the same Tisha B ‘Ab! 

This year, as we prepare for the fast of Tisha B’Ab we must get into a mode of “corrective surgery”. Drastic 
steps must be taken if we are to heal the wounds of exile and bring the salvation and the restoration of glory 
to our people. Love thy neighbor must be actively pursued. Lashon ha-ra must be eliminated. Jealousy and 
selfishness must be exorcised from our personalities. It’s all a matter of FAITH! Our Rabbis teach that the way 
to learn how to correct our character is through the study of Torah. A regular program of Torah study, with 
the intent to correct our faults can bring perfection of our traits and with that the redemption we so sorely 
need.          
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There are different customs regarding havdala this week.  Some say one should use beer or some other non-wine beverage 
due to the restrictions of the Nine Days.  Others say that one should make havdala on grape juice or wine and give it to a 

minor (preferably between 6 and 10 years old) to drink.  If he does not have a child, the person making havdala may drink 
it himself.  

On Tisha B’Av, Torah study is forbidden. Torah may be studied only...On Tisha B’Av, Torah study is forbidden. Torah may be studied only...On Tisha B’Av, Torah study is forbidden. Torah may be studied only...On Tisha B’Av, Torah study is forbidden. Torah may be studied only...  

1. If the learning pertains to the story of the destruction of Jerusalem and/or 
the Batei Mikdash, e.g., Eichah, its midrashim and commentaries; parts of 

Yirmeyahu; Gitin 56-58; Sanhedrin 104; Yerushalmi, end of Ta'anis; Josephus 

2. Sefer Iyov with commentaries 

3. The relevant halachos of Tishah b'Av and mourning. In-depth study should 

be avoided.  

4. Sifrei Mussar 

5. To prepare the Torah reading for Tishah b'Av. 

6. Several poskim permit reciting Tehilim for a sick person 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
We all know how the story of the spies ended, and how the Jewish People cried on the night of Tisha B’Av, 
touching off the tears we still shed today.  But how did Moshe let them send spies to begin with?  Did they not 
believe HaShem that the land He was giving them was good?  Further, Moshe says he was initially pleased with 
their request.  What made him so happy? 

A lesson can be learned from the fact that their request to Moshe was phrased in a positive way.  They said, “Of 
course we are going to this wonderful land.  We want to send spies to figure out the best routes to take to conquer 
it, and which cities we should choose as our first conquests.”  As they would not conquer it all at once, they were 
choosing the best places first. 

In their request to Moshe, they indicated a positive attitude towards Eretz Yisrael.  This showed they were looking 
optimistically, or in reality, with an ‘ayin tova,’ a good eye.  If they looked at things with a good eye, then even 
challenging circumstances would not cause them distress or hesitance because they would find a way around them 
or overcome them. 

Going into a situation knowing there will be challenges but intent on coming through it whole is the first step in 
actually making the dream a reality. This is a mindset we can all use to succeed in every aspect of life.  We are 
challenged daily, whether financially, physically, emotionally, or spiritually.  There are constantly tests and 
obstacles in our way.  These are not intended to hinder us, but to help us grow stronger by overcoming them.  In 
other words, HaShem gives us a chance to exercise our spiritual muscles. 

When Moshe saw that the Jews knew they were going to take the land, and now they were looking for ways to 
overcome the obstacles, he was very pleased because this is a trait that is essential for a Jew in the world.  If one 
succumbs, G-d forbid, to the influences and feelings of frustration or depression that may result from the daily 
grind he will be unable to rise to the heights of his potential. 

However, when it became clear in retrospect that their intentions were not positive, but on the contrary, they were 
looking for negatives, it underscored the severity of negativity and opened the floodgates for the churbanos of 
Tisha B’Av for all times. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: How can we purposefully look at life with an ‘ayin tova’? How does this relate 
to judging G-d favorably? When we judge others and situations favorably are we doing a favor for someone 
else or for ourselves? 

“And whatever will be too difficult for you, you shall bring to me and I will hear 
it.” (Deuteronomy 1:17) 

Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski notes that Moses doesn’t say, “bring it to me and I will solve 
it for you,” – only that “I will listen.” 

By listening to others and giving the opportunity to speak about their problem we can 
provide the space they need to discover the solution on their own. 


