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Beha’alosecha 5776- Face Time 

 

 

In this week's parsha we find an eclectic mix 

of incidents and mitzvos. Here they are [listed in the 

order they are mentioned]. (a) lighting the Menorah, 

(b) consecrating the Leviyim and (c) their 

apprenticeship, (d) offering of the Korban Pesach in 

the second year, (e) Pesach Shaini, (f) travelling 

procedures, (g) making of two silver trumpets, (h) 

Breaking camp, (i) Yisro’s cameo appearance, 

(j)The Aron, (k)The Complainers, (l) Mon 

dissatisfaction, (m) lottery for 70 elders (n) Eldad & 

Maidad, (o) Quail and the death of the meat desirers, 

and (p) Miriam and lashon Hora. Such a variety makes it extremely difficult to get 

a grip on the juxtaposition of the topics discussed. In addition, there is such a swing 

in subject matter, from spiritual highs (a,b,c,d,e,j) to lows (k,l,o,p), to somewhere in 

between (f,g,h,i,m,n). Navigating through the parsha can really feel like a roller-

coaster ride, so how are we to approach it?  What should be the job description of 

learning Beha’alosecha? 

 Perhaps we can suggest that our obligation with this parsha is to gain a 

clearer understanding of Hashem, our Creator. The highs and lows and in-betweens 

are all labeled as such because of their association with Him. Just as in a courtship 

the way to gain a clearer understanding of a courter is by finding out about their 

likes and dislikes, here too, we are able to attain clarity of Hashem.  

 We all know the joke about a young man about to meet a young lady on a 

first date, and his father gives him the following advice: "If you ever run out of 

things to talk about, just remember the three F's: food, family, and philosophy. You 

can always start a conversation about one of those subjects." 

 The boy picks up his date and they go to a hotel lounge. [Diet] sodas in front 

of them, they stare out at space and down at their own fingernails for a long time, 

as the boy's nervousness builds. He remembers his father's advice, and chooses the 

first topic. He asks the girl: "Do you like chicken?" She says "No," and the silence 

returns. 

 After a few more uncomfortable minutes, the boy thinks of his father's 

suggestion and turns to the second item on the list. He asks, "Do you have a 

brother?" The girl says "No," and there is silence once again. 

 The boy then plays his last card. He thinks of his father's advice and asks the 

girl: "If you had a brother, would he like chicken?" 



 This is Beha’alosecha, a do-you-like-chicken-get-to-know-you type of 

parsha. An opportunity for us each year to be reminded of Hashem’s likes and 

dislikes, so we can gain a clearer picture of our Creator. 

 If this is the motif of Beha’alosecha it is not by chance that we find an 

interesting phenomenon in the wording of the parsha, and that is all the main 

features of a human face, the eyes (“Umatzasi chain be’ainecha,”  Bamidbar, 

11:11), ears (“Be’aznai Hashem,”11:1,18), nose (“Vayichar aph Hashem,” 11:10, 

12:9), and mouth ( “Al pi Hashem,” 9:18), are used in reference to Hashem. Even 

though Hashem has no face let alone facial features, however the Torah does 

consistently use facial references vis a vis Hashem as a parable of Him to which we 

can connect. And here we have the whole face, from top to bottom. This is because 

by the time we are finished with the parsha we should have gained a clearer 

understanding of who Hashem is and what are our responsibilities to Him.  

 A police forensic artist will interview a victim of a crime, and draw a facial 

composite that will be then be plastered on the Post office walls all around the 

country in an effort to catch the perpetrator. If, however, the criminal was wearing 

a mask, a sketch is impossible, recognition is unavailable, and his capture becomes 

way more difficult. 

 Lehavdil, in our ongoing and ever evolving relationship with Hashem the 

Torah at times gives us via parable little snippets of facial recognition. But this 

parsha provides us a full unmasked view. And that is because with all its incidents 

and directives we are afforded the opportunity to really get to know Hashem. And 

hopefully with that clarity we can fine-tune and embrace our role as the Chosen 

Nation. 

Have a great Shabbos,  
 
Rabbi Nosson Greenberg,  
 
Rav, Khal Machzikei Torah, Far Rockaway, N.Y. ravgreenbergkmt@gmail.com 
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